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Uuive~"sity of Chicago, Hov~mber 1, 1897. 
·-----~~--~ 

For s omf-: time past sbVbral of our c ollba5ucs ha·vt:: fbl t 

with rbgr~ t that thb a tt1 tude of thb German po:pnla ti on of this 

and other cities toward the Ut!iversity of Chic:.tgo is gbnt:r24lly 

Oub of indiffereucf1 and in mauy casbs ~Vb.ti of }:ostility. 

Three mE-Jfitings havf:: beec h~ld, composed of thos~ mbr.ibbrs of the 

Urtivt-:rsi ty who ar~ anxious to change this uufortunatt coud1 ti on 

of thit:gs. 

qu(js tcd a comrni ttea consist itig of Ues srs. vou KlbnZB, Pi a ts ch., 

and Saidenad~l to · propos~ ways and mbans to arousb great~r int~r-

est i!i our irzstitution. 

Thb committeE:; would resp~otfully submit the followirzg propositior1s: 

Fi rs t: Inasmuch as th~ apathy aud a1dmos i ty of tht: Ge rr.ia!1S tc-

ward us must bb larg~ly bXplairu~d by their iuacquaintance with 

thfi mhmtHrs of our faculty, the committlie wovld nu{;gHst as thb most 

important featur& of this plati a syst~mati c attempt at cultivat-

iug social rtilations bf.1tW~E:H! ours~lv~s and thb loadbrs of German 

society. 
J 

d h~tJ Cli the c omm1 t tb e would. prop as a that promi n e:: u t 

Germans b~ 1 nvi tbd ~ i tht::r by tht:: Pres idtrn t hims blf or by mtmbers of 

thb faculty. In this fashion it would be possible at lHast for 

those of our coll<iagues iutttrested in this movcm~ut to comb into 

closbr coutact with our Gennau el~rnbrit. B~sides ) it may be convtrn­

it::nt, wht-:n thH proper opportunity offers, to ask clubs - such as 

tre Germanic Hae1rnerchor, thb Columbia Darn&n-Club, e-tc., to visit 

St: cor1dly: Thtt German population of th~ country is &norrnous, and 

many important reprHst:mtatives of Gerrnap public opinion rbsidt: out·-· 

s 1dH of this city. Consequently th~ cornmi ttbe wa:,.mly L~rgos that 





some of the most in flu.en tial Germa11~, like Karl Schurz, ce askbd 

to deliver co11vocatiu11 addresses aud that invitations be sr.nt cut 

mainly to Germaus for such Convocations. 

Thirdly : Nbither the social elements of th~ city nor a few 

povrerful mt:u like Karl Schurz.} wo~.Jld s·uffice campletely to change 

G~rman public opinion in our favor. nd the committee ~ould therb-

fore further recommend that thb lBadir~:~: papers cf our city and 

those of othHr cities particularly in ~hh West be furnish8d with 

co r rt:1-c t i IJ f o rma t i on co .u c er n i n g the ins ti tut 1 011 , such 1 n format i o :n 

alvrays to be couched in dignified language. The papers should 

know Rf important changes going un in the Universi t"y, of IP-=W dona--

tions a11d particularly uf work d"ne by the faculty and adva11ccd 

studE-rnts. It vrnuld be well to supply thb papers with abstracts 

of important thes8s and esp~cially with notices of books publishbd 

by mt::mbe rs of the Lt cul ty. 

Fourthly: As i t i s v e ry di ff i cul t for m J s t il e rma n s e n ti re ly 

educated abroad to overcome a feeling of suspicion regardit1·3 Amer·-· 

icar1 methods of pt-idaeogy, not lCjast in preparatory work, thH com·-
. •' 

mittee deem it advis&ble for the University to t:stablish on th(j 

North Side c.f the ci t~r among the Germans a preparatory school mo . ...ri 

eled as far as feasible Q11 the German gynurasium. This underta.k-

i ng, the commit tee be li evb, would meet with great favor and wouJ ii. 

do much to call attt--:ntiou to our University. 

Fifthly: Pt::: rs anal acquaintancE:l with members of thf7 facvl ty 1 the 

direct or indirect inflwmce of Germans as cc,nvocation-orators 

and of the press and tha: establishment of the sch:iol just mcntion-e·q. 

however important they are, would give ·~ur G8rman fellow-ci tizcns 

but little opportu~ity of appreciating the i11tHllectual caliber of 

our facult.y. Such au opportunity would be best furriisht-:d, the 
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committee thi~k, bv offbring ext(-rnsion-c©urses iu Germar~ ar~d 

H;uglish on subjects which may be supposed to appeal particularly 

to tr e Ge nnan population. It would be umvi s e to limit on es elf 

to Germa11, for thti reason that persons born iz1 this cour1try of 

German parents arb morh or less ignorant of the German liliguage. 

The committeefurthermorb believe that series of lectures would b e 

rnorb valuablb thal1 s inglb lee tu res; for the U1ii ve rs i ty must aim t o 

imp:rbss thb educa tf1d Gbrrnar1 elbmen t with the scholastic thorough--

ness of its rbprHS8titatives. This statHment is not meant to imply 

t ,..,~ t single lectures would n '-t, under c er ta in ci :rcums ta11 Ccls , b~ 

of great value. On the contrary, thb committee sincbrely hope 

that mbn like Proft:ssor von Holst, Dr. Hirsch, ai;d others 

t;;lready well kuown amonr; the Germar1s as distinguished 0ra to r s will 

cous~11t to aid this work by g,ddr8ssing G8rman audit:ncbs from time 

to time. 

It is difficult to foresee which of thb plans propose d 

wi 11 prove thoroushly efficacious, but the commit tE:H~ expn;s s the 

opinion of those interested in this movem&nt ih saying th1t it has 

become incumbent upon this University to make a vigorous e fiort t o 

change the pr~sent attitude of our German elHmbnt. 

L 1/nr1J~ 
r. r~-
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