
WILFRID M. VOYNICH 

AEOLIAN HALL 

33 WEST 42ND STREET 

Mr. Henry Pratt Judson , 
President , University of Chicaco , 
Chicago , Ill . 

Dear President Judson : 

NEW YORK June 7 , 1917. 

It occur s to me that you do not possess the list of the manuscript s 

and books which you and some of the professors selected. Therefore I am enclosing 

a copy of this list which Dr. Gunsaulus already had in Chicago . I wonder 

if these manuscripts will eventually becorr.e material for research \vork 

in your University? 

VIi th kindest regards , I am, 

Sincerely yours , 



I ' 



CLASJICAL GROUP 

Seneca - Tr~~edies . Florence. ~ on Vellum. Beautifully Ol~nented. 
l:III Century 

Senecc-. - Prose '\7orlts . 11S illuminated in Bologna. XIII Century 

Vireil - ~. orks • .MS exquisitely illuminated in Ferrara. XV Centm~y. 
J.Iorocoo r;ull-off case 

Justin - History and Trogus Por.rrpeus Roman History. XV Century 
Italian ~. Contemporary Binding. 

Terence - Commedies . Italian lffi r;:v Century . Illuminated. ....uarto . 

} 
) 
)- .:>sooo. 
; 

5000. 

500. 

I.Iorocco. 300. 

Caesar -XV Contur,y ~~nuscr ipt made for Piccolomini, Pope Pius Secundus . 
Folio . Velveto 1000. 

Latin Granunar, 'Wl~i tten by Dati of Siena. Italian MS . ~-;;:v Century. 
Original binding. 300. 

~>12100 

For public institution - one-third discount 4033 

<k 8067. 
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SECONTI GROUP 

ENGLISH I.1!NUSCI'IPTS . 

Aegidius Colonna. 1lli on Education for Princes in Latin. Illuminated. 
East England. :}.rv Century . Folio . Oricinal Binding 

Life of Christ in English , about 1420 . Richly illuminated. 
(printed later by Ca.xton. Folio. }.~odern morocco . 

Aristotle , XIII Century .r.:;11glish LIS , ·with unpublished_ commentar_ies. 
01 d binding. 

Latin Bible - Vll"'itten and. 1llu'1linated in ...ffigland. Late 12ti.l and liSth 
Centuries , with unusual acldi tions . Old binding . ·Folio . 

Comes tor - His tory . :English US , vn~i tte:n middle of 13th Century . 
~lith rema.rkable ornaments . Polio . Old binding. 

For public institution - o-ne- thircl cliscotu1t 

$750 . 00 

2500 . 00 

2000 . 00 

2000. 00 

1500.00 

8750. 00 

2916. 00 

5834. 00 
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THD' D GROUP 

EARLY ENGLI SH fliD SHAICE SPE.ARIA.liA 

Shakespeariana - Celestina in E1~lish, first edition. ~ orocco. L011don,l631 $78.00 

Shalcespeariana - Leroy, of the Interchc'UJ.Seable Variety of T'nings i!l the 
Whole ·.-·orld. Folio . Or~ginal Binding. London, 1594. 50 .00 

Shakespeariana - Pa'!merin of England, i::1 French. ~ons , 1553. Morocco 100. 00 

Sh.aJ{espeariana - St . Gelais - Le Vergier d'Honneu.r . Folio. r.i:o:rocoo. 
Paris (1499) 325.00 

Shal{e speari ana .A.rtus de Bretaigne , in French. uarto . 1'1orocco. 
Paris , 1584 

Shakespeariana. - Villiam of Palermo, in French. 16th Century. Paris. 
Quarto . ¥Iorocco. 

Sl~espeariana - Sir David Lindsey. Poems. London, 1581. 

Shakcspeariana - Polycronicon in Enelish, printed in Southwercke by 
Trevoris , 1527. Early stamped, remarkable binding 

ShaJ.~o spear e 

ShaJ.{e sp oo.r e 

Shalce speare 

Shakespeare 

Vitas Patrum - Lives qf the Saints , translated by 
Caxton. Printed by \7in1cen de ;-:o~de , 1495. ~..,estminster . 

Fol . Early stamped binding. 

-Henry IVth. Last quarto . London, 1700. 

- King Lear , in French. 1st Edition. Paris, 1783. 

- Troilus and Cressida, with alterations by Dryden. 
London, 1695, Quarto 

- Julius Caesar (1680) first separate edition. 4to . 

Shrurespeariana - Cato in ~rench. Paris, 1525. Quarto . Morocco. 

Shal{espeariana - Holyband. The French Littleton. How to Learn French. 
avo . London , 1583. School book for Gra.mnnr Schools at 
the tine of Shakespeare . Morocco . 

Shakespeariana - Bacon - Henry , the VIIth. E1irst French edit ion. Paris , 
1627 

150.00 

200.00 

175. 00 

400 . 00 

1000.00 

26. 00 

15.75 

26 . 00 

16. 00 

90.00 

52. 00 

42.00 

1<~2745.75 

For public institution - one-third discount -------9~1-5~·-2.5_ 

·J>l830. 50 
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Obieago, e 12, 1917 

ear "r. 071110 

hank you ve'rJ '0.4 tor o r of the . 
7th !net. with liat . nnloaed .. Of course whet er any 

'l t 8 0 e to t • 1Y reity s a atte:r h ieb l 

ha. 0 ntor · tlo nd 0 ld not ike 0 ak for 

l or ation~ I h a1' bopea. 

ery t~ ly our , 

t • 

• P. • - L . 

lltrl d • 
2 St , 

OJillOh 
OP · Olt. 





ttbe 'Ulnt"etsit\2 ot abtcago 
Glflice of tbe ~resibent 

President Judson thinks that Mr. 
Dickerson had better keep this in his 
files. 





WILFRID M. VOYNICH 
AEOLIAN HALL 

33 WEST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK 

Septem er 9th, 1918. 

· • Henry ratt Tudson, 
President, University of Chicag'O, 
Chicago, Ill. 

dear Mr. resident: 

received from your University the following 
letter, dated July 30th: 

ttUnder your let er of June 18, 1916, you generously 
undertook to contribute to the University of Chicago the sum of 'i:."3,000. 
er annum to establish a chair of Economic and Political History of 
oland, for a eriod of three years, to e ivided approximately into 

$2000 for the salary of the ectu.rer and $1000 for the necessary librar • 

~he payment for the first year c~ompa~ied the 
communication. nn I call your attention to t e fact that the secon 
and third payments ~ve not yet been rec~~7ed y the Univeysity. 

Yours ve~J t uly, 

HECIL:.T.lU~. " 

Before 7 0ing into details in regard to this matter 
lease allow me to apologize for the length of my letter. 

You will remember that v:hen I endov1e the crJSil" of 
Economic and Political . is tory of Poland in the University of ~h.:ca&,'O 
I stipluated that the chair m·st be in the Department of Iistory, along 
the srune lines as~~. Crane's endo\vment. I also stipulated that the 
lecturer shall be appointed conjointly by Cracow and Chicago Universities. 
~~en, later on, you found that this arrangement would be ten~o1arily 
impractical owing to war conditions, we -;:ere both inclined to postpone 
the chair until the end of the war. Then, however, you suggested, as 
an CXJ!edient, that I take upon reyself the part vyrhich was intendec for 
Cracow University, i.e. propose the candidat • his I was una le to 
do but 1vhen you suggested two candidates I, fter som iscussion and 
hesitation, agreed to acce1)t Dr.Znanieck~ as a lecture ... for not more than 
one year, an "t ·vas agree that we woul ~ lscuss the matter of his 
re-a 1 J ~ -.1tmen t or the d · scontinuance of his lectm·es at the en o the 
year, ~, elgin£; by results. To my great delight yo't e:-::pressed opinion 
which I entirely share, that thE·se lectures ousht e.: ther to be a success 
Or must be discontinue t as fail Ul'e WOUld e in.:urious to the ni versi ty 

and tc the cause ''~·hich induce me to ma.lce t .e grant. s neither duril .,;;1 

I ' 
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·i .Hmu-y ratt Judson, President o hi cago .,. ni vers ity. 

the year of Dr. Znanieclri ' s lectm .. es nor at its termination di I 
receive any comr .• unica t ion from the University and as I knew that the 
re-engagement of Dr. Znaniecki coul not be made \Vit1:out consttl t · r.:; me 
I naturally inferred that the lectm~es rvere iscontinued. Therefore 
you can imagine tey surprise upon receiving ... !1~ let er quote a ove. 

Not hr:v1.n~ received any data from t:te University in regard to the 
chair I decided to get some facts before rep yine to Lw. eckman's 
letter. Having obtained some information which places the whole 
matter in a rather startling light I can now ·vl'i.te. li'rom t 1e 
Chicago University circ·ular it appears that the H. sto:r; De artment 
had nothing to do with Dr. Zn niecki ' s lectures , therefore cannot 
even recommend them e~cept by a cro s t3 --e ference to the de1)ar.,.men t of 
Soc·ology. Then, tm{}.:ng to t:e .depal t:aent of Sociology I notice from 
an announcement t 1at t:b.e lectm E s are conducted not only on pul'ely 
socioloe;ical lines but some of the courses o not eve11 concern Poland 
but Eastern Euro e g nerally. I should have o jected · t once had I 
been in possession of these fa.cts earlier , as I clearl~ innicate:' my 
intention of establishing a c ir , purely and uin~ly historic&l, not 
sociologica • Then it see that the ve~- mea re at dance o£ 
tb.e first q1.1C.rter developed into a complete f ... asco. One uarter there 
were no registrations and t1erefore the-lectures were not delivered, 
and or the S\~aer of 1918 only tv.~ stu ents registere , one of wlmm 
is the wife of the lect11rer. I am sure you will agree v:i th me that 
such co'LU'ses cw_uot continue under nw grant. An it would be more 
t1'J.8.n unvr· se to ene;a e a lecti.ll"er to teach his wife and one or two 
other students and call t1"s a chair of conom·c and Political I story 

f Poland. Portv &..tely , at least the University v1.:.11 not suf er 
materially as it ha. -1 • 2000 from me for a f 1 year of 1 ectures an the 
lAct-·res were given during four quarters. ..._part from the 2000 the 
Tin!·rersity had 91000 for books on Polish isto:cy of w:J.ich only a very 
small part ~as expended, a.;ain owins to war concl .L t · ons , so t:r..at the 
Jniversi ty ca.11 use the balance for the salary of :. Znaniecki, if it 
owes him more than ~2000 . As t Lis experiment has been a failur it 
seems to me he only rema.in:in8 solution is to postpone the realization 
of o-ll:r lans until the en 1 of tl:e war , according to rrw or· ginal scheme. 

As soon as possible after tl:e termination of tb.e war I shall see 
you person 1ly and arrance all practical matters. 

Yours ver::,. ;:; · ncerely , 

u:tf·~ 1.t ~ 



~· 



• 1 





- ,. -

·o t u 1 • 

1 

• • . - . ·Cr o _h r 

ni 



---~--------------------~------



'"9 ear r. ro n1ch: 

-:.our favor ot the 9th of Sapte,~.ber 

last ith re a.r· to the oliah inetruotion .e rsce:i'Ve· 

il hi 1 e I 1 as on ,y 17 G.' t o era i a. • l only returned in 

ebru ry, an u. · ~ atina.lly .; tt1n;;..> holct or the t ... !"eada 

o£ ~uministration ng~in. 

l ita agree t .a.t the ex. ex i .,..nca c the 1~ et t·~o 

c.r o.... t b "-' o 1 ~- a. t t e i 

~ o t r · p e t h on • . n i e o t · 1 

Sl')eoi 1 o work wh1 oh yen an\. 

1 c .... t e h & t the t im e ·-; # • 

o~, ior carr ing on the 

p orha,s the b st that could be ,o e under the carcu.stQnvea. 

o:t s of a.:tnounoe ent l ar say ·ero orne: t c&relessl 

~~ de. E en so, the ? b of the ol ~tter l es e e : 

tha:re -r1a.s not an 1 io not a sui table ·person in si.ght t .o 

•i ve the or in such n way tl at 1 t a e .. ll ha e commandin 

ln·luence. u t1 t.e conditions ·re ha. e 1 thin 



• 

0 0 



you are quite ri gbt ln ayt that it is beet to 

post one the hole matter ~or aome t1 e to e. 

•en TOB ty 

w1 t hioh ou in1 t1 ~ad thi.,. ·" J.' int~r e& t :ug .1 ~, 

1 c:. m, 

Very t uly yo r , 

• . • J. - t • . 

lllr • r ilfri d • · Voyn1 ch 
33 # st 424 St., we . Yor k clt 



-

.[ 

• • • 

• • 



ttbe 'Ulnt\1erait}? of <tbtcago 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D . ROCKEFELLER 

ttbe :moat~ of \trustees Chicago, July 19, 1916. 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

ELLIS AVENUE AND FIFTY·EIGHTH STREET 

'•· ';;. '"'~' 
\ ~ 
~:1 My dear Dr. Judson: 

~'~ \\ I am sending you herewith a copy of Mr. 

de Voynich's letter and his check for $3000.00. 

As the check is payable to your order, I am, 

at Mr. Arnett's suggestion, sending it to you, so that 

you may endorse it over to the University. 

I think you ought to feel very happy -

and I am sure you do - over this matter. 

Yours very truly, 

Dr. Harry Pratt Judson, 
Manoir Richelieu, 
Murray Bay, ~.Q. Can. 





OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

ELLIS AVENUE AND FIFTY-EIGHTH STREET 

\tbe 'Ulnt\lerstt)2 of <tbtcago 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER 

Ube :13oaro of Urustees 

Chicago, July 27, 1916 

My dear Dr. Judson: 

I have your two letters of July 24th. 

I have passed on to Mr. ~nett, Mr. Voynich's 

check for t3000 and will present his letter contaitling his 

offer, with your approval, at the next meeting of the Baard 

of T rustees. 

I have written to Mr. Hughes as you suggest. 

The approved diagram with your corrections 

has been turned over to the Press. 

After having most charming weather for weeks, 

for the last ten days or so, it hae been exceedingly hot 

here. We have had no rain for about three weeks. I am 

delighted that you are having such good weather and enjoying 

the environment so much. 

ith sincere regards to you and Mrs. Judson, 

I am 

Dr. Harry Pratt Judson, 

Manoir Richelieu, 

Murray Bay, 

~uebec ., Canada. 

Sincerely yours, / 
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~be 'Ulnt\'erait}2 ot <tbtcago 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETAR Y 

ELLIS AVENUE AND FIFTY·EIGHTH STRE ET 

F O UNDED BY .JOHN D . ROCKEFELLER 

\tbe :moat~ of \trustees 

President Harry Pratt Judson, 
Manoir Richelieu, 
JIIurray Bay, 
P.Q,. • Canada. 

Dear President Judson: 

July 10, 1916. 

There has just come to hand a telegram 

addressed to you in my care from Mr. DeVoynich, of which 

the following is a copy: 

••sorry no time to write letter obliged to leave 

at once for Buffa,lo after my return in six days will write 

letter with suggestion to establish the chair of political 

and economical history of Poland and cheque covering 

expenses for the first year for three thousand dollars 

hope this does not create any inconvenience. " 

On the basis of this promise, even in this 

informal manner, and a.fter consultation with Mr. Ryerson 

I will present it to the Board tomorrow. 

I hope you are having as delightful weather 

in Canada a.a we are having in Chica.go. With all good 

wishes a.nd sincere regards to you and Mrs. Judson, I 

am 

Yours very truly, 



,. 



\tbe 'Ulnt\1ersitl2 of <tbicago 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

ELLIS AVENUE AND FIFTY·EIGHTH STREET 

My dear Dr. Judson: 

\tbe :fSoarl) ot \trustees Chicago, July 18, 1916. 

My conscience upbraids me for writing 
you even in the most condensed form, anything concerning 
our "shop" here, but now and then I must disturb the 
calm or the eanadian Woods, with a word or so from the 
University quadrangles •• 

No letter has come yet from Mr. Voynich, 
but undoubtedly one will soon be received. 

A letter from Mr. Sprague informs me 
that there is no haste about the matter of the renewal 
of the agreement with the Sprague Memorial Institute, . 
and therefore, that can go over until the September 
meeting of the Board of Trustees of Rush. Doubtless 
by that time something definite will have been deter­
mined. 

We are still having beautiful weather 
here, but after three weeks of sunshine we begin to need 
a little rain. The weather has not been exceedingly hot 
and the hot days have been tempered ;, by.· that historic 
lake breeze which blows inland, for a few yards at least. 

I am delighted that you are having such 
a charming and delightful time on the banks of the st. 
Lawrence. May the trout rise to the fly, and may you 
rise to the occasion! 

With sincere regards from all in the 
office, both to Mrs. Judson and to you, I am 

Yours very truly, 

Dr. Harry Pratt Judson, 
Manoir Richelie~, 
Murray Bay, P.Q •• Can. 

/
1 
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