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May 13, 1925. 

My dear Dr. Judson: 

After further consultation with Mr. Swift I 

am writing to say 

1) That while the University could not under the 

eiroumstanoes take the ini~t·lve in &n.3: effort to bring 

about a change of location of Western Theologioal ~eminary, 

we are oon_fident that lf the Seminary itself shou ld de-

sire to establish itself in the neighborhood of the Uni-

versity, the University would welcome such looation and 

would expect that the est ~blishmcnt of tho School here 

would be to the advantage of both Institutions. 

2) That we should ourselves favor, and we believe the 

Boa rd. of Trustees would agree with us in being ready to 

make, affirmative response to a request fro m the School to 

lease to it at a nominal price the land on 60th Street for 

the erection of buildi ngs for t ·he School. 

3) That we con our in wha t we understand to be Dean 

DeWitt' a own thought, that no formal affiliation would b e 

n e c es s a r y or de s i r able , or any c o n tr ,_ . c tu a 1 re 1 at i o n ex -

cept that above referred to. 

By reference to the contract between the Univer

sity and t h e First Universalist Society of Chica~o I find 
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that it provides ''That in the event that the buildi ngs so 

erected upon s a id land heretofore descri~ed shall cease to 

be used by the lessee for its educational or religious pur

poses as aforesaid, then the premises above described and 

all of the buildings situated therAon shall thereupon revert 

to and beoome the property of the lessor, and that whenever 

any building or buildings situated on such premises shall 

for a period of one year consecutively be or remai n vacant. 

or not used exclusively for educational or religious purposes. 

----------------------the lessor shall have the right there

upon and thereafter to t ake possession of such building or 

buildings, and to make such use of' the same as 1 t shall see 

fit or terminat e its le a se". 

It ts also provided that the lessee shall not assign 

the lease or any interest in the same, or sublet the premises 

or any part thereof to any other person or corpor at ion. 

I am not accurately enough informed as to exactly 

when the School actually ceas ed to function, or what, if any . 

use other than that of the Theologic a l School the First Univer

salist Society may have made of these buildi~gs to know for 

sure whet her the situation described in th e contract has ac

tually arisen and exists. But inasmuch as the edueational 

buildings have cert ~ inly ceased to be used for the purposes 
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originally contempla ted, the matter is one which I am sure 

ought to bo investigated, and I shoul a. think we mieht at 

this time go so f a r as to intimate to Dean DeWit t tha t a 

situation might perhaps arise which would make the temporary 

use of these buildings by the Western Theological Seminary 

a possibility. Further than this it woul d doubtles s not be 

•, i se to go without further exnmin at 1 on into tho f a cts. 

With great appreo1ation of your interest a~d help 

1n this matter, and hoping that it ma y work out satisfactorily, 

I am 

Dr. Harry Pratt Judson. 
5756 Kimbark Ave., 
Chicago, Ill. 

EDB:CB 

Very sincerely yours, 
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President Ernest D. Burton, 
The University of Chi cage, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Dear Mr. Burton: 

April 23, 1925. 

Provided the Western Theological Seminary is a 

thoroughly representative group of the Episcopal Church and 

this group is persona grata with the governing body of the 

Church, then I should favor an alliance with them along such 

lines and adjacent to the Ryder Divinity School. 

Yours cordially, 

• j 
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May 13 9 1925. 

M:r dear Dr. Jtiuson: 

ltter further do sul at ion with ~r. S ift I 

am writing to s~y 

1) That While the University could not under the 

ciroumstanoes take the in1atlve 1 azy effort to bri ~ 

a.bout u change of locatio o '.7estern 'heologieal Seminary, 

we are oonf1dent that i:f' h Semi ary itself sh uld de

sire to est b ish itself in the neighborhood of the Uni

versity, the Univ rsity would elcom suo looatlon and 

ould exp· ot that the establish ent of t.e Sehool h re 

--oulo~ be to tho advantage of both Institutions. 

2) mhat 11e should ourselv·s f.vor. end wa boli r ve the 

Boa rd of "'rustees ould agree with t » i bei r ·, dy to 

make, aff'ir!::i tive reSJ)Onse to ,, request fro the chool to 

1 ease t o i t a t a n om in a.1 Jl r 1 o a th ci 1 . nd on 6 O th St l" l'.'H> t f o r 

th ere o t ion of b tl i 1 1 i .1 gs f o r t he S ch o o 1 , 

3) Tha• we ooneur in wh t we un erst ~d to be Dean 

Delltt's own th u~ht, th~t no formal affiliation would be 

neo.,L>rL- r" or ~esiru.ble , r any co tra.ctua.1 relat1o i ex

cept that bove referred to. 

,r refer enc a to the co ntraot betw n t .. ~ e Uni v 0 r-

i ty and tn First ~iversnlist Society of Chicago I find 

that it provides 'That ln the even that the build! go so 

arecte unon said land heretofore described shall oeas to 

be used by t iie lessee for i to educ at ion .... 1 or religious ur

poses as toresaid, then the ~r mises above described and a 1 l 
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of the buildings situated thereon shall thereupon revert 

to and become the proporty of the lessor, and that whenever 

any buildin~ or buildings situated on ~uch premises ahall 

tor a period of o na year consecutively be or re~ain vac dnt, 

or not used exclusively for educational or religious purposes, 

----- ---- ---- ----- - -- --the 1 es sor shal 1 ha.,, ·~ the r i :>ht the re

upon and thereafter to t 1ke po:session of such building or 

bu:tldings, and to mak0 such l.1SB of the s·i.me as it sh".i.ll see 

f i t t o t e rm i mi e it s le as e n • 

It is a lso provided tha ~ the lessee shall not assign 

the lease or ·-r interest in the same, or sublet the premises 

or any part there of to any other person or corporation. 

I am not accurately enough informed as to exactly 

when the School actually oeased to function. or wh e. t, if anyt 

use other than that of the Theological School the First Univer

salist Society may have !"Ca.de of these buildings to kno '({ for 

sure whether the situation desoribod i n the c0ntract has ac

tually a risen and exists. But inasmuch as the eduoational 

buildings have certainly ceasod to be used fo~ the purposes 

original.ly contemplat ed. th0 :r.m.ttter is one which I am sure 

ought to b e investigated, and I should think we might at this 

time go so f ar as to :nt i ma te to Dean DeWitt that a. situnt 1on 

might perhaps arise which would make t he temrJorEtry use of these 

buildi ngs by the Nestern Theological Seminary a possibility. 

Fur the r t ha. n t h is i t . ou ld do u b t 1 es s not b e w i s e t o go w i thou t 

further examination into the tacts • 

. ti th great appreciation of your interest a.nd help in 

this mattert and hopin that it may work ouri satisf'D,otorily, I am 

Very si oerely yours, 

Dr. Harry Pratt Judson. 
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