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WESTERN UNI ~N TELEGRAPH CO. 

WESTERN DIVISION. 

R. C. CLOWRY, 
Vice-Pres't and Gen'I Supt. CHICAGO, 

29th, 1898 . I 

/ 

:l.eturns corr~s:_::,o~--C.0_-:::-e re lat i vo to request of President lio.rper 
of the Uni versity of Chicf-l,c_;o t.}1:?.t we R.l low that institu:hion free 
teleGra1)hi c ser.rice to the RY".o1Lvit of ~200 .oo per annum. 

Ste.tos ou..r of'fice was 01)en ed Pt.t President 1Ic.r:per ' s request, 
an.cl he acr ees ·wi ~h Su::ot J.Iurrihy that we can.not al.ford to pay ar:y rr~ore 

them the twenty 1) 1)rcent we ~-c no1·1 allowing the operator at t:ie 
UniYorsit:r . Should th.is office 1 A closed for any reason we would. 
mis f hut little ot the business as our acl.~~"..cert branch off ic e would 
t aJ<:0 C~4..I'!jt Of it • 

Res!?OctilJ.lly reii1-rrneu to Professor Win . }.\., IIaI"]?er, E:c~_sic\01:..t, University 

of Chice.i::;o, Chi .,n,50, I 11 . 

I can assure you that I arr1 very ar .. xiom.=; to do eve~rthinc 

in :my Dowor to assist t he Chi ca[;o University Rs it J'.P • ._, J'l1Y fullest 

s~rm:;atJiy, but when you look over the enclosed. J??.pers I m. s~,tisfied 

that ~rou ~ill corrie to the conclusion t hat ~t.he te>leer2.pJ~ com.D~.ny is 

~ 

not only o..ctinr fairly but liberally i n com1ection ':frith tl of.ficc 

in t11e University·. 

) Vice Pr es i de:nt & 
Genl. ::>up ' t . 
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®{ftce of tbe '!Dreail)ent 

U:be \llntversit\? of <.tbtcago 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D . ROCKEFELLER 

CHICAGO, Sept . 14, 1898 

Mr . R . C. Clowry , M:gr . 

Western Union Building, City . 

My Dear Mr . clowry : --

I enclose a list of the receipts of the 

telegraph office for the year closjng June 1st, 1898 By reference 

you will learn t~at t~e University pays the salary of the telegraph 

operator anu furnishes heat , light and rent . J write to raise 

the questioD whether the tJme has not come for a readjustment of 
~ 

t h j s mat t er ; at a 11 e vent s for be t t er arr an g e men t Q t:J. t l:l e I'3 a 1 t of' 

the University . I t seems to 1"'1e that :in considerat1on of the part 

performed. 1y the Un1versjty that ·we sbo111-d have the privilege of 

franking our nessages to an amount not to exceed $20 0 .00 We 

pay more than tb.is sum for the service in additi.on to the sum jn-

djcated as paid to the Western Union Offi c e . 

J n addition to the facts contained in this brief report it 

should be stated that a large number of telegrams come to members 
at rdght 

/ 

of the Univers1ty when this office is closed, and at times dliring the 

day when the offj ~e is closed . I sub,ni t the matter to you for 

your consideration • 

yours truly , 

Enclosure 





Ci ~ , • 

UNIVERSITY TELEGRAPH OFFICE: Western Union B-anch 

R . t f ece1p s or Fi sea 1 y ear 

. Month University 

1897. July 12.68 

August 7.19 

September 11.59 

October 17.53 

November 12.64 

December 12.71 

1898 January 17.67 

February 9. 3·5 

March 14.56 
, 

April 15.69 

May 19,40 

June 23.14 

174.15 

The University of Chicago 

August 29th. 1898 

M ar. 

a 

1897 ' 8 . - 9 . 
Outside 

, ~ I 

Total \ 

43.02 

,\ 
55.70 \ 

56 , 80 63.99 l 
\ 

\ 
30 , 05 41.64 \ 

I 

11 

29.89 l 47.42 

36. 53 49.17 
f 

26.38 j 39,09 

26.61 44.28 

21.90 31.25 

37.90 52.46 

38.28 \ 53,97 

30.00 i 
49.40 

54.00 77 . 1 4 
• -

431 , 36 I 605 . 51. 
s }.,..,. \ () d l 

Comptroller. 
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H. H.~.r:p c r, Se_; tembor l-':bth , 1898. 

, .,··i c 1-o'~ss ·-. L;t o -::· t ::._n ~~"} ·~;eipts o I_ ... t 11.e o!: ... f ice in the University 
o :~"' Chica~o .:··or t1 ' 8 yRar encUnr; June 1st , .18Y8. States the Unive r s ity 
:_' <''.y :_: the salary o :·· the op orator anc"'.. :Curni ::;hes hGat, lir:ht ancl.. rent . 
~h ink ,.._; that t 11ey ;5hou2-c1 be r1.l lo1·recl free service cll'·1ow1-tin ~l"' to :;? 2 00. 

Respe ct fully refe rrecl to F . H . Tu0·0 s , E ~:q . SUJ}t. 

Of eourse I (:tn an~:ious to clo everything i n my r>ower to assist 

i:ihe Ch i cago Un i versity , a,s i t is a noble i nst itution , :.)ut must s ay 

t-:1at I ,uu '3r ·-;.n:tly surl_; risecl to fin.cl that the telef,';ra:ph recei:pts at t he 

:?er i.10nth, ·rhic1:1 i s not onoych to :pay the salary of a Mes se nr;0 r boy . 
/ ,L;:!-,-~~~ 

I }?T'eStU-'.18 th.-:,t t lt e ::~ 431.36;{give ~-l un1}or the hc~=trJ.. or •outsirle' is 

roc r;i2_YGs ti.?..ken in ::tt ~-.Li'.3 t~::i..nt noints 'Trr-:ero the tele ~ra~h c~om:r<my 1'10.:trs 

This .3.mount shoulrl n o-t ·;)8 shovm in this ;3 tate 11rmt 

connnctio~ ~rith our oth e r b r ;:-',nch o:"l!~icrrn in t h e viciv1i ty of the 

~i~P~~?!!:~ /7 
Gen' 1. S~1t • 

. C" i _, ·\';O , s ~ }!ten i8 r 16-t J. , 18:1 3 . 
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The Vice P~est. & Genl. Supt., '1hicago, Sept. lGth. forwardR 
lettP-r from Mr. Wli1. n. Harper, or the UnivP,rnity of Chi0ago, requeAting 
that the TJnivl7rsi+.~r bP. granted :free tAl t~grapl1 allowance linited to $200.00 
pp~ annum, acco1mt of providing space and operator for branch offioe 
maintained in the UnivAXAity 7 and Rt ates that the receipts, as gi,ren by 
Mr. Harper, which aYe:ttage bu't $14. oo per month, are 1rn1ch s?11.aller than he 
had ant:lctpated, and would hardly pny thP, salary of a messenger. 

Respeotfully rei'er!9Ad to A. c. Murphy, Supt,. City !Jines. Is 
the statement of receipts as listed hereon correot? How im1ch of the 
receipts th~re is ~~om the University husiness, and how much is taken in, 
if any, r~om outside people? I the of~ice of any matflrial bene~it to the 
City Lines Department, or is it, as I anticipate, nn:tntained wholly as an 
aocornmodation to the UniYersity? 

Ha.,re you any recommendations? 

Supt. 
Chicago, s~pt • . 16th., 1898r. 





Correspondence eln.t.ive to the '11ive s.'t/ of Chic .l» r 
ine that the Univ .. rsi t y 1)e '.)ra ited free tG· C'.,rap. nllo' u co 1 
to $200.00 per a . nuro1 account Of prov .di $ sp4 c .... nnd Ol>uro.t . l 
branch of'fice maintained in the Uni~ f rt>. ty 

Respectfully re·tur"ned to F. H. TublH1, Sup,rinte de t. 

Comptrol1er Rust i an by hi cln ~i:Cic tio 1 of tho rect?ipts 
ns follows: "University", the buGin ss or1g.inn.t n;; w. th th~ 
faculty and stuclents, ,mcl tbt1 " l.ttsid1;.", to me in, b R ·noss f ilod by 
resi dents in tht; vic.'1 i.ty of thA Univ .. rsl,~Y . T i. v~ould make 
the uvernGe $50. 45 por 1non t.. instc~d of 14.Q~ per month. 

This offi.cs is no 1naterial benofit to tho Ci t:r :ne d 11,:u?t1ne11 
a.11d has been l~'"! int nine niorc n.s an : ccmmnodat i<m o tLe f1 l vcrs i ·: 
thr.:.n otherwise I t rn.c op ·ned n.t the req11e;;t ·O Pr #I .:d· .. nt 
Harper and we ha: e been nllowinc; the opera, r 1 is : Univ .. rsitv 
student , .u co1mnission of ·20f on tbe " this line• receipts , fr m t·1 
d, .... te the o:t'fice was opent:rl. 

The receipts :tor Al[~ .t.st 'I ~re only ._.32 Otj . We hnv noth 
off c : t 57th treet ,, ·1c. ... )h ·n ; ton Av .muo , here W(l do not 11 y 
'ny ont, 1 a t a .e; .. 1J nn # fOi.. :pe, tor i Ol lY 2 ~ r t~ , thi 
llnc" rcce! ts, cm.uni. s io11 li ni tA l to . 40 00 1 e· 1 onth At he 
ln.~t nPI!l d .. L:ic our~ ~·i~t •ecei ts ·e 

I do not thinlc we sho ld nlJ.o th ~ ty y 
freo St; vice. 

Chieug ~, S I t ~IabP.r ZS, 1898. 
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P~D0rs relative to ~e~1est of PrARt. HarpAr, o:f the lTniversity of Chicago, 

that that institut:Lon hA allOYF~d :fJ~nA te1egra1)Jij_ng to the arr.im.mt of 

~~200. oo 110r anmw1, aooount of bran0h oi'f'ice maintaj.rn~d in the Universit~r, 

ntates th~t the total cA.nh receipts at that hranch ofTice ar0 as giiren in 

States th8 distinction Bhovm betWflF)}1 thA Uniirerrdty and outside ln .. Binens 

iq ~vidently MeRnt to show the dif:ference betw~en ~tsine~~ originating 

vrith stnclen't8 and t.hF} :faculty and hu.nine:>n ta};:.8n in f'rom people outside 

stat1~f3 t,110 off'ii;e ts rm:i.ntained more A.s an accorrr11odation to the 

The operate:~ 1 who :tR a 8tuclent at tlv'.} TJnj.verr:dt1r, han been allowed. a 

st At 8A we have another o:f:t:ioe in that vic:i.n:l ty irrhero no rental 

is !)aid, ~.~he onl!' 0xYJenge he:Lne: for t.11e o}Jerator 1 who j_s nllowAc.l a 

cm-r.rais'1ion of 20 !10::- cent of the "thj_s l:Lnett J?AceiptR, lj_nH,ed to ~~40. oo 

pAr montl1. states the ~tvtst receipts at the lattAr of~ice were $48.44. 

Does not th:ln}~ wn should aJ..1.ow t.Jrn Mniversit!' any frAe service. 

Respec~~1lly returned to Col. R. c. Clowry, Vice PreRt. & Gen'l 
Sup 1 t ;- TJ1is off:tce vmR opened, as yon vdJ.l :rei11eHber, on Prnfessor 

"Karper•s ~quest iio you. I agr1:1e wi1~h sur)t. Murph~' that we cannot fifford 
to l1U~' an;r rriore than t.lle 20 per cAnt we are now a1Iovrine the or1erator at 
the University. S11ouJ.cl thj_s office be cJ.or-.;ed for any I·eaBon we would :m:tss 
bnt little of th8 bnsj_ness as our adjacent b1--anch off:i.ce vmnlc_l takn care 

-f' ' t mi- ' f'.o · k d 1 · · t · ..1.. ' ' t o .. i~ • .!. .. U.s o ___ cLCo rr1a'"es no <LJ..VAries 011 .,:11de of' 1,J.1e Un:wersi y; 
deliveries to the UniverAj.1:,1r :Ln t110 evening and at night are made from 
0 111" f-f'1dA P~,.,k o-r-r.;cA - 'f 

- - - " - .,, .... CA..!. -· -- .... ·' _., • / I 
Chi cc. go, s·A~)t • 20th. , 18982' .. 

Supt . 
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