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24, 1912 

you like to garnish your "Harper Memorial" a.ddreaa 

with the above sonnet cm the strength of cm ident.ifiCfl\,ion furnished by 

a very d~stinguished gentleman who writes of' it as follows ( no name having 

been given him in connection with the sonnet submitted for his con• 

sideration): 

'~ A t . k. h t . t. . t s :ri 1ng c arae eriza :um, i ::::. Hs.rper. Perhaps a:Ll would not 

recognize the portrait, but I v1as too intimate vd th the ori~inal to 

mistake it." 

You know how sincerely I can sign myself 

Cordial~~~~~s ~·~~'~·~-~= 

~ W. C. Wilkinson 

Kindly return in the enclosed enV,~lope, with particulors of any wish 

you may have coneerning it. I wish I c~~ld hope to hear you. 

w.c.w. 
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The Point of Honor 

A Character 

A man of parts, a man therewith of - - v.'hat ! 

Assuredly of boundless push and -- •pull ' , 
I 

And of devices shre<irl innumerable. 

' Devices may be shrewd, while scrupulous not ' . 

Oh, yea, but his vvere scrupulous to a dot ; 

He no device would practice without full 

Frank answer from it to 1.,he question, You ' ll 

~·ite satisfy the point of honor? Blot 

Dn my escutcheon I could nowise bear. 

What ie my point of ho11or? To Succeed. 

The stain of but one f ailu:re I should wear 

Forever like a wound that still must bleed. 

Let truth, let justice, of themselves take care, 

My point of honor must have all my heed. 





May 27, 1912. 

My dear Professor Wilkinson:-

If Dr. Harper were still with us in the 
should 

body, I doubtless commend your lines to him as a mirror in w~ich he 

might profitably look upon certain of hllt- impulses as they would appear 

after ca.rice.tu re had done its worst. Any one who knew him fairly well 

and did not know that sorne of the temptations of his qualities lurked 

in the direct.ion you indic:ate would hiiwe to be nientally or morally, 

blind. I told him so more than once, in language les2 artistic than 

yours, but more truthful.. To insinuate, however• that your indietnient 

of Dr. Harper is a judicial estimate of his character is so monstrous 

that to treat it as it deserves would overtax not only a. subtlety of 

diction equal to your own 1 but a refinement of cynicism which I have 

also not achieved. 

If I were addicted to betting I should not hesitate to risk a 

considerable sum on my ability at the first attempt to name "the very 

distinguished gentleman" who shares your disposition of defamation 

toward Dr. Harper. 'l'he friends of this gentleman have given him the 

benefit of the hope that he had outgrown the disappointment due to his 

own lack of wisdom commensurate with his a.obition. I could not, if 

I would, say of him anything so damaging as his reaffirmation of 

himself in this gratuitous complicity in slander of the dead. Fortu-

nately I am one of a goodly number whose knowledge of the relations 

between the two men absolves us from seriously considering the 

ques.tion \1het.her your correspondent could be a dispassionate judge 

of Dr. Harper. 
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