
WILLIAMS COLLEGE 

WILLIAMSTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE OF THE DE 

"ugust 30 , 1906 

Mr . Ja.'lles 1I . Knight, of Chicago , has studied with me,- durinL this 

swnmer the foll owing pieces of French Prose : 

Labiche and ·.ia.rtin: Le voyar;e de :.1. erric:1on 
~~ichelet: La :i:rize de la Bastille . 
Erck..rnann-Chatrian: Histoire d~up homme du peuple 
Victor Hu o: rotre Da>ne de P<4~s (120 PP • 

Besides several poems by Victor :1ur;-o and Bera.nger; also a consider a le 

nu.,-rnbor of prose compositions were written by :fur. Knight, to my complete sat-

isfaction . 

I consider I.rr. Kniuht entitled to the credit he deserves for his most 

conscientious and accurate work; with absolute regularity and perfectly 

prepared he came each day to his lessons. 

I think that the work done by him is equivalen; to about two majors 

o advanced French in the University of Chica6 o . 

Signed 

D. Seidenadel 

The above would be accepted as equivalent to courses 3and4 in our 

cm·riculum. 

oigned 

Elizabeth 7allace, Examiner Romm1ce Department U. of ·c . 
October 1, 1906 

K. Pietsch 
Actin<;;.~ Head of the Romance Department 

Acceptable by the University of Chica-

Signed 

A. K. Parker, G. , The University Recorder 
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WILLIAMS COLLEGE 

WILLIAMSTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

President :~ari·y ~">ratt Judson, LL.D. 
The University of C _icago 

Chicago, Ill. 

! y dear :)resident Judson:-

February 4, 1909 

I have yours of the 20th ult. and beg to state in re)ly that 

we have all been aware for sever~l years of the fact that the surrm1er 

school, so-called, at the University of Chicago is a regular ... ua.rter of 

the academic ._rear, and therefore differs in no essential way .._rom the 

other ter. s. It was by reauon of this _mowledge that ~;e decided abo t 

I (z, 

1905 or 19A6 to accept credits ained in the su1m1er in the University of 

Chicago as re0~llarly enti tlint; to ere ii t in this colle ;)e. On the basis 

of the dec is ion oi' the Facu.l ty to this effect I told J .. es H. Kni$ht some-

time before the su.'Tlmer of 1906 that we would credit by transfer such courses 

as he might co. plete i 1 the University of Chicc.t.:>o in the wru er of that 

year. In :eptemher he presented to me a certificate signed by Dr • ..;eid..,-

nadel, a copy of which with its later endorsements I enclose. I explained 

to him that this paper was in no wise to be accepted by us, inasmuch as it 

was only a pri v ..... te tutor's statement that a certain amount of work had been 

done. '{.uestionin revealeJ the fact that three weeks, or :perhaps even a 

shorter time, com1)rised the whole extent of Knight's work \Vith this tutor. 

Durin._. these wo or t· ree vmeks I und.Grstood from Knie:;ht that he worked 
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sometimes four hours a day with the tutor . \.'hen I objected to Knie;ht' s 

certificate he procured for me first if my me~ory serve~ me rishtly, for 

I have not yet been able to verify this )Oint) a pa.!.?er signed by you to 

the effect that the man named above ~as an ap1)roved tutor. 7hen I called 

Kni.:;ht' s attention to the faet that all that we had a eed to do was to 

transfer credits from the ·Jni versi ty of Chicago, and that we did not pro-

pose to give him credit here for anything less than credits on the record 

books of the Universit~he returned the pa~er to Dr. ~eidenadel of Chicago 

and broue;ht it back to .. e a few days later v;i th the endorsements which I 

have· ha.d copied on it. You will find that the last of t'1ese s ;10ws that 

the University of C!1icago had incorporated these credits in its books as 

uJJ-t 
entitling to the completi.on of regu.lar major courses in the 1.u1i versi ty. 

Our Faculty were much disturbed at this result, for tv'o reasons. In the 

first place it seemed to us unwise to allow credit for private tutoring 

without first examininP; the can(liJ.ate on the re~ul ts of his ~ ork. In the 

second place we were wholly unwilline; thut our weakest stuclents, among 

whom Kni:;ht was preeminent, should gain credit in so1~e of our harder 

courses by do in,; sum::1er v1ork at another institution. ~'/e felt that the 

institution which is to bestow the dee;ree should be the one to give the 

work for which the degree is to be eranted. To be sure we did not c':lmtem-

plate at any time declinine to transfer students in full and reu~lar stand-

ine; , ·whose residence had cont ·nued for two or more terms in the Uni ve:rsi ty 
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of Chicago , to this colle:;e uncler our standing rules . 'ihe thing to which 

we did object was that our weak 1nen should run away for Slumner vacations 

to any .institution and complete there courses to v1hich v;e must grant c:re<li t 

wi +hout a:ny exatnination on our own :p!:l.rt, and fo:r which in part at least we 

must later bestow our degree . ccordin.::;ly on June 1907 , the :::'aculty 

considered the mutter at some leneth and voted nov to accept the work which 

Kni~ht micht do in the surnmer cr-1ar ter of the University of Chicago as en-

titling even to the privilege of an examination at our h~..ncls . If Knight 

v:ere to gain our deg-:t .. ee at any time , we wished him to Jo so by work at our 

own hands . 

I sometime aso listed this general q_u.esti.on mnons; those to be 

considered by a. Gcholarship Committee of our :'a.culty. It is my expects.-

tion that we may be willing either to transfer credits from the Univer ity 

of Chic~go SQ~er quarter in the cases of our eood students , or to count 
~~~ 

those courst:..S as sufficient ground in ny o:' our better men for credit in 
A 

collee'e courses. I expect the Committee will take up this question and 

reach a decision throueh the Pacul ty within a few weeks . I will ende.~vor 

to relilomber to report to you what action may be tal<:en. 

\"/i th J.rind regards to you I a."ll 

Yours very ~ordially, 

..Dncl. 

FCF--OLF 
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WILLIAMS COLLEGE 

WILLIAMSTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

February 17, 1909 

President Larr Pratt Jucson, L L. D. 
The University of Cl icae;o 

Chica.c;o, Ill . 

:Iy dear resident Judson:-

lea;Je accept thanks :'or yours of the 11th ins t . v:i th its ex-

::>lant t · 11 conce rnin;;;; the s t: .. tement ei e y your R-cor~~r to J~nes H. 

ICnisht . I have sho m the certi 'ica.te o St;Vera.l of our !1ro fessors sine 

recei vine; 'OtJ.r letter and am adsured y aJ 1 o them that tht.:l would. have 

unhesi ta.tingly interr1reted it as I did at the time. It U.oes seem to me 

that if the hrase 11 ~,.cceptable by the Universit-y of Chicago11 were to mean 

that t:1e credit would be ui ven ~·,hen so,r1e further examinat.i on sh uld be 

passed , t1lat ... act ou_;ht to hare been plainly stated in the paper . 

A committee of our Facult will take up the question of the ac-

cept ce· o: summer work, c..nd also o the acceptance o: the work of your 
&41~ 

re[;;ul su'TIITler quarter, soon. (Undou1>tedly) :30me arrant;ement Vi ill be made 

\fl1ich will make it ssi1Jle ror certain students to transfer credits in 

thio waJ from your sumner l_ua:r·ter. .. .. t the sa1·ne time I c~m."'lot be sure now 

what the criterion will be • 

. i th !cind r ... gards to you I am 

YoJrs very cordially, 

::"'CF--OLF 
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WILLIAMS COLLEGE 

WILLIAMSTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

February 

Presiclent Harry ... ratt Judson, LL.D . 
The University of Chicago 

Chica[_;o, 11 • 

.. :y dear President Judson:-

I have yours o 'the 2 ,1 inst. 

1909 

r aliz~ that any mis-

in ,erpr~..:tation on O' • p rt of tho paper subni tt. · · in 1906 b :lr . 

Znight should not prejudice in an.,J' v;ay OUl" attitude toward ... the 

creU.i ts vihich are e;ainedregularly in ·the sumner quarter of yo 

university rear . \.1 ile a~ reci~te the fact that it is no a 

matter of ,;reat m ment to the University of Chicago tha we accept 

your records, it does seem to me to be a matter o real moment to 

us that we should take the proper attit d towards all the institu-

tions ~i th wllich m have relations . Accordinr;ly you may be o re 

that the Committee hich the President as asked to take up the 

whole qu.stion of he creditins of work from other institu·ions 

will consider very carefully the matter, and will of COtlrse not dis-

criminate a.sainst Lhe University of Chicat;.;o . 

'lith kind re ;~J.rds o you, I am 

Yom"s very ·rul;:,r, 

FCF--OLF 
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WILLIAMS COLLEGE 
.. JAMSTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Jan. 31• 1914 

President Harry Pratt Judson 

The University of Chicago 

Chicago. Ill. 

Dear President Judaor.:-

I have your letter of the 28th inRt. inquiring whether 

Williams has ever given degrees nunc pro tunc. This used to be the 

practice but five or six years ago it was abnndoned, both Trustees 

and Faculty reaching the conclusion that we ought to insist upon the 

performa~ce of the catalob~e requirements for the B.A. degree. If 

a student leaves college near the end or his course, we specify what 

must be done in order to entitle him to the degree, ordinro4 ily allow-

ing him a specified time within which to l!ati~Lfy the requirements. This 

seems to be the most feasible way because the Faculty, acting on the 

matter at the time of a student's withdrawal, is frumiliar with his re-

cord nnd knows best under what circumstances he should be entitled to a 

de~4ee. We have hnd se~ernl earnest encounters with alumni who feel 

that, be cause they have achieved success in their vocation~, they should 

now be given n degree. Our reply invariably is that success in other 

directions does not satisfy the C1'-'.talogue requirements for graduation. 

We usually find that the pressure comes from those v1ho desire a.dmitte.nce 

to a university club. It seems only reason~ble thnt the clubs nnd not 

the college should take into consideration success achieved after leav-

ing college. Where this success warrants it, we have been pleased to 

confer the honorary degree of' Mnster or Arts. 

I am pleased to tell you that all goes well vli th us here and 
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the.-t we are making aubstantiul progress with our endovnnent funds. 

With kind regards and best wishes. I remElin. 

Sincerely yours, 

HAG-HW~ 
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WILLIAMS COLLEGE 
WILLIAMSTOWN , MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

~;pril lt.. , 1916 

President H. P. Judson 

University of Chicago 

Chice.go , Ill . 

Derr President Judson :-

I have yours of the 11th inst. and cannot let it 

pass ~1thout assuring you of my desire to play off that tie 

at golf . I sincerely hope you are planning to be here this 

June and that we may have the pleasure of seeing you and Mrs . 

Judson often . Presumably I ought to have had compassion on 

you~ but the letter \':hi~h t am sending out goas to eve1·y h. umnus: --

SincG:r-ely yourJ , 

1/ «; ~~,),, 
"'- W:COklt~411"'~ ~ . ~ 

HAG- HI£N 
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FREDERIC T. WOOD , PRESIDENT. 

MARVIN A. CHAPMAN , VtCE · PRESIDENT. 

MAX B . BERKING, SECRETARY . 

EDWARD C. PATTERSON . TREASURER. 

Dr. Farry Pratt Judson, 

WILLIAMS CLUB 

291 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

President, 'J'he University of Chicago , 
Chicago, Illinois . 

Dear Dr. Judson: -

March 24 , 1919 . 

I beg to thank you for your courtesy in sending to us tt'e information 

which you were so kind as to note on our war data sheet , with reference to 

your service to the country in com1ection Nith the war and the activities 

of the American Corrnnission to i\Jegotiate Feace . .,.e are very glad to have 

these facts and shall greatly appreciate your kindness if ;you will be wil-

ling to send us an autoe;raphed photograph of yourself so tbat Ne may have 

it ir: the Club. Several months before his d0ath the Honorable ~rancis 

~ Leupp sent to us his interesting coll ·~ ction of photographs taken while 

he was in college, including groups , campus scenes, members of the Facu.lty 

and individual pictures of the Class of 1870 . I am glad to say that we 

llave your picture ar"r'long tr- e otters, but Ne should 1 ike to have a somewhat 

more recent photograph . 

I tbink you may be interested in the accompanying copy of the "Williams 

Record" which contains an account of the dinner at the ''.ralaorf on the 28th 

of February . About seven hundred ll illiams men attended that reunion . . e 

had splendid letters from Dr. Carter and Professor Hewitt, and telec-rams 

came from a number of alumni wro could not be present . 

Altogether forty - three ill1.ams men have giver: ti"eir lives in the ser­

vice of the rovornment or of our allies during the Nar and upwards of tl'irty 

have been decorated or cited for valor in action . '' e are all proud of the 

record of the collet:e and if ~7 ou have not received all five copies of our 

war publication "~phra.im 1' illiams , ... ~-t Soldierrr, ana will let me know what 
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Arry Pratt Judson, 2 rnarch ?-4 , 1919. 

copies are missih£, 1 shall be glad to send them to you. 

I hop'" to have the opportunity of meeting you pe rsonallfome time. 

r~r. tTathaniel T~utler of your Facult"Jr is my uncle and 1 have several times 

had the pleasure o f visitinp: the rhieago r"niversity. 

Yours faithfully, 

/17 . t:f' L_ 
.:fm~Y~~ 
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Troy o.nd \Tillio.mstown, -
December 15th, l919e 

Dear Young Classmo.tes of • ?0 - Williams=:-

and especially you .. . Preaident Harry Pratt Judson 

Tfie . opportU:ni ty of o.. lifetime will soon be offered. · 
you~ Never before has it come. nnd it's reasonable to 
suppose that never ~gnin wi 11 it come this wny 0 ;~,. College 
Class semi-centennial is no sm~ll event to celebrnteo 

Our clnssmo.te, Char}.]_,~ ,_"1ole, the efficient Secretary 
of the · clo..ss, is gone, n.nd. t >": ·~> ·_ ·: ~,. o:~ initio.ting the proceed­
ings for the ·celebration mtH::·~ f 7. ·. 2~1. someoneo The under .. 
Signed, who happen to be two of t:i.1e surviving members living · 
net:~.rcst the college, trust you will not ·consider it a presump­
tion, under the circumstnnccs, if we start the ballo 

Subject to your npprovnl, therefore, we submit the 
following tentative program for your considerationo 

FIRST: That the members of the ·cln.ss be on the ground, 
so far as possible, by Frid~y, June l8tho This will be Class 
Dayo 

SECOND: Thnt the class attend in o. body the .i\.lumzhi 
meeting on SaturdQy morning, June 19th in Jesup Rallo 

'!'HIRD: Thnt we have ou·r semi .. centennial bo.nquet on 
Saturday evening at seven o'clock, tho same to be arranged for 
by the undersignedo 

FOURTH=· That -vve at tend the B?.ccalaurea te service on 
Sunday, _June.20th, in ~bod~· and al~o the commencement Exercise~ 
es and .o.lunn1 Luncheon on Londa.y, t.r ... \3 21st o 

FIFTH: Attendance on any other functions tho.t the 
class desire which may be suggested either before or after 
arrivalo 

A comparatively recent custom hns been established 
whereby the class having the largest percentage of attendance 
at each commencement, including those who did not graduate, 
becomes·enti tied ·to ha.vc its name inscribed on a large silver 
aup, as being on the Class Honor Roll. and to hold the cup for 
the year following 0 Presentation of the cup is made at the 
Alumni Luncheon 0 





'69 took the cup last Commencement. Will •?o lst 
t59 beat us for the first time at this late stage of this 
game? We listen for a. unanimous "No"• 

There · are fourteen ·members of ·the class who graduated 
who still survive· ~ besides the "sometime .. members who are a.leo 
splendi.d ·and loyal fellows. They are still members of '70 and 
must share in the celebration. 

~e recognize that it is ·a considerable time yet before 
our celebration. but it ts none too early to begin our plans and 
preparation for attendance. 

· we also appracia\e 'ho tact. that there are long 
distances between the residenc~• of ~ome of us and Williamstown; 
and in some cases phyafcal conditi.4ns may not b.e promfsing; but, 
be it remembered~ )?ullman Sle.e:pers and airplanes are ~tJSt 
supplanting. "p.rairie . achoonerstt n.nd . pedestrianism~ • 

Now, don•t throw this letter a~idc until you have 
answered it. If you approve the suggestions of this self~ 
constituted committee of the class, Just say so. or make a.ny 
other suggestions thnt you desire. 

~ . . . . . . . . . 

"VIe· sta.nQ. re·ady to do for you ·just what you wa.n·t t\S to 
do towards making our ce ·~ebra.tion a splendid success, Call .on 
us for anything and we•ll meet it if possible. You just say 
• I' 11 be there •• . and c 01.~ • · 

· · Just say ~Good-bye" to Un'iversitics cathedrals, 
Students, patients, clients,· ·policies and customers for one week 
next June, and lot us be boye again and ge~ baek to the · ~ld Town 
and shout for. Ephraim \/illia.ms a.nd for the Class of •?O•VTilliame .. 
Will you do ~tt 

Answer : ~o 1!1 tche ll .who is on -the ground. 

Yours tor a successful •O"~bilee» reunion for .'704 

.. 

·Jf: $' _ ~--L . 
( ~~~c;t:.;ff------
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·vear ·r. ~itahell: 
I / 

Your ol~sa latter of the 15th ia at hand~ ,., 
.~ ..... 

I la.Te. boeu oouutin~ on heine; present ut th·a CommenD<t·-

mont in June, and so fa.r as I ~no·. now I ana.lJ ·ha ti.bla to 

June lBth, I a~ not now aure. ae our summer ~uurte~ 

op<Jll.S iu t ile bec;lnning of that ·.teek anu. !. D t.lJ not be 

to be \there o.,. 

\ 

M r • t •\ G • M i t c 1 ell • 
Willi am·~ t Ollll 9 .ui•Jd;}i:) • 

I ·, 
I, 

·I 

'·I 

J' 

,,, 
• I 

time nnd ~ith the rest. 
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