
From! 

TO! 

WAR DEPARTMENT 
Headouo.rtcrs ·ce:atral Dr-11artment 

. .. . ··:t.. 

OffitJe:_ot n~~.i~t=i.r~~ · ·1~"?.in~-r1g Di\·is:1.on ~ ·~. ·. 
Chicaeo; Illinqis 

July 13; 1918, 

Department Adjutant, 

Educational Institutions of Collec;iate grade., 

Subject~ CertifiG2,tl0n of Faculty members and students designated to 
atte11d J?c-.rt Sho1·1dd.n Camp, 

L~ Copy o~; war Department telegram dated July 2, J.918, which y1as 
sent to all edu~ational. institutions of collee;iate grci.de, is inclo'sed 
herewith4 

2. It is noted that all educational institutions have not submitt
ed teleeraphir; re:po:'t, to tr.ese headC?_ua:rters e;ivj.ng thr-:; nimlb0r of Faculty 
members and stwlt.mta selected to at~a1~a. camp" It iG reqr~ested that 
irnmedia te tele~ra;..:t:;.c repo:-t t en this matter be su..brJtt ted by all ins ti
tutions which r ... av·e not reported regardless Qf ·whether or not men will 
be sent to ca:npti 

3. It is des5.red. that a strict inter}!retatj_on be given war Depart
ment instructiC'r~s) parti.8ularly [~s to the nur.1ber sulected to at.tend, 
and their physi~a: .. q~1a1:1 . fic~a·r.~.~)!1.s. If it is desJ.red to send specially 
qualified stud. 2·f:. ",i3 -; n ;~·:?. . d~.ti.Dll to th'3 f.~ut'ho.;:-i s3~l q·110 t8., or specially 
qua.1:1.fied Pa~Yl:!.~L't:y mr; r.r!b8J::"S' Vvho a~ce slightll :~e~rJnd. tbe a,ge l~.r:.ii t 
spec:.al te J.et;~~ci ri=. i:i e :..·e(:nec ·i.J should be made to these hea.dqua.~ters. for 
authority to 68i.a..J. tl'1em to campo 

4. A CKC'tfj.:!'.'i.ei 1if;t of s·~url.snts and Faculty me~,Jer'> ~elected 
to atten6. thP. CA."n}i vr: .. 1:. b0 f -1::v1;'3.:c·ded. without deia·;r . i:;.L~:-eJt to" 1!1ha 
Comms.nd:~ng Off5. ~o ::: 9 IJ:t~ .F':)i'"C S':-.1.~):d . 'J.2,n R. O. T. 01} r~in? 9 !:.i'vrt Shc:ri.dan, 
IllhloiJ "o ~:1 115.s J.iJ t w:I :j_ te · si[f.n8~~ by the heac-i.. o:f ·-che :\·nst~4 t'.:.~.t:.;1n · 
or other :prC'pex· u.·Dtr:c:r : .. :-~:· l:' anc.1 w::.11 inc lrn1e a st2:~- 2~· ~_, :n ·t . e;~ .vin.e~ t.he 
mG..le enrc llr1En:L 'ii...1r l:r ... g t.he last acad.em~.c yea: .. on irV:rli ~i1 attendance 
at camp is ba.gc~~ 8Zl4 1;he hOJD8 ad@esa ot, eaoh student. 

5. J\Ien · selev~ted to attend camp sh9uld be d5.re0t811. tn report to 
the Comma.nJ.e:r of the camp ci.t Fort Sher~_6.an on Ju1.y I8tll, or within 
five days thereafter~ anQ. that telegrams on this subject should be 
addressed to tr.1.e Camp Command.er directA 

6 .: Sufficie:!.1t warm undercloth:tne;"J and toilet articles to in.sure 
comfort p.nd cleanl i:l1N;8 should ·oe t2,kan to camp~ Th&re is no room 
for the s·torac:;e/ of t:.,"..t:1.1z:s 0x -N.1:~J.:y l)ae::sE1.gA. Ur.:.ifo:r:o. cl.othJ.ng, bedd).ng 
and blankets wili be .fm.'nlcheD .. at cazr:.p~ a~1d transportation to and 
from camp w~ll ,be paid. a.t the camp~ 

, . 

By command of Major General Barry: 

1 incl. 

C 36 (M. T.D.) 

H~ Oo S .. HEIST.AJ.m 
Adj utan.t Gene1:al 
Department Adjutant 
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Comrnn.nding Goners.l, 
Central Dopertment, 

Chic2-go~Illinois• 

Washington, D.Ce 

July 2)tl918 

Folloning telegraphic i:nstru.otion to presidonts 9f institutions repeated 
.for your i.nformntioll~ usu.pplementing 2-Dl10Uncomont of' tho Socret<?..ry of 
War, dated J:-'!2.y eighth pr0victing for comprohonsi"lo sys-~em of mili t2.ry 
instruction ~n institutj_ons of c.olleg:!..ato g:redo 9 begim1:~ng \·1i th t .he 
next f2-ll term, :::.. ph.'vn fur c2.rrying out this 1Jo:1::.<~y .b.2,,e 'boe:n 2.pproved 
and ·will be mailecl yo:1 shortly. .Plo.n i.w~ludGs :pxov:ision fo:" sixty do.y 
training camps. Jul:;t eighteen to September s:1 .J&:~;een;1 ::or se:' .. ectod students 
and faculty members rr.ho Y:r.L11 be trained c;.,s as s istant ::.nst::rc;cto:cs to help 
officers who wjll "bo ass~ .. gned to institutions" N:.> co11m1isdur.is issuecl lra.t 
certificates of q_uc.:Lif:Lc2.tion as instru.ctors~ Hajority of so:octcd 
students fr:im ~nsU tuti··;r~.s now having R.esel"'Ve Officers 1 Tl"'[,ining Cor1'.)s 
mu ts \7ill bo chosen ·by c~Jrrill1£' .. ncling off5.1,;ers of It, O., T .. C" ~<.:.n!pc.; nov1 1.n pro-. 
grees these sclo(,ted s'tude:1ts t01 remc:..:ln for f't1;:ther :"~r1.st:;_--crn1..ion 'in new 
~aµJ.ps. In nd.di ti on pro ·s:;.c1e~.ts of RoQoToC«> :tr .. sti t~itim,;.s m.a.y select one 
student for each f~;,.fty s tu<lcntsanr1 cne fgc·ulty me-m'bE'I' f~r c2,')h t•;;o hundred 
'\~ ·~~..,,.,. f'l.,_<&1": n"t"' '. ~. · ,T:- ~\- . ...,~ ._, l'h .l hi~ \1! ('.'.>..:''i c~ fj•f'(~' ·'' r.~ q ~·1·; ""l i"''°'• .'~ t-f:· '~, '"'r;'"' -:,.<;<:: · ., 1:,t;i;f~: :/ !{ ·!J ~"!'\t;.,,., G"' ~.;•.; . ..... . ;} ... ""'1' ... '.): r;1V\-i\J!.~1,;..kt:J1 ... . - .. \.- ·..w\.~.ft>:;,,> J.,J.. c.~v ... ,~ . ...,.\&.i-1 ... ~.i.. '· "1 "'-·''""'lo.J' '" &.. . "J<-'--...1 . -' .1..J~ .•. " ~ · .f. .. J •. ,,tt,. . .. ..... . >t--:--t.\i~ .\ ... ~~· .il""~ ~ :.L 

:.!H~:t~.tutimrn D·)t :tmv::ng H 0 ;T C ".l.nJ..ts are ro~~u.oF: tpd -:~c sele~t 0110 stude1~.C 

for. every -~7leJ:.:~y five 5.n uttena~an~e ls.st academi ~ ;/et~~r and .cno f2.cul ty 
mom.her fnr on.ch c,r:e :tc1ndred fifty or lesso n~-~~if;y- thon to repor~ to 
comrriancU.ng offl0er at :Fort Sherid2-n I lL~noi s on J"r.J.y e·1.ghteen,} Fivo 
days 1e·m·1e,y 5.n rep~;rt.~~r~g pe~:mitted if nocesse.:ryo Se,··.er;t8cI stl:i..dents attend~ 
5.ng JuJ.;y· ·uno:fJ,(~ia:.~ ca} 10ge roili t~n .. y 02,mps maJ repcri: '.Lf..·~.tiR ~l n .. :it ~:1,ftcr J ... u.~
ust te~::-;h~ Sel<;r;.t mBn uf hi.ghost type physJ.e~~lly an.cl rne:i:-1tally 2.n1 most 
capac.i.1,y for lr-;o.._dersM.p., Most be citizensa.ncl mi~n vi1:i..(j m~1~.J8c:.t tu t'oturn to 
coJ.J .. •3{$D :noxt f2J~lc- T!I~'nJ.mu:n age limit st1:tdc11t ,~ e:i.f;l1tao:-j, ~.-;:._th r .. c maJ~irrttL'TI 

ag0 l:Lmic~ Max:rn\..1.m 0.ee 1irdt facrilty f.)rty-f:~_V ·3~ £.:ff~!!. r. ~2.~35.!te -g1'.·e2.t value 
of o_ppc:r·tti.r.Lity cffere(t~ Advise t.ziose se:.e,..rted. have J>11y:.:r~.ce1 ?:X2n}:n[~ti 1.)n 

by"' ..... ;::> '(\' '"r·L1·-:ihi".'l r, h\ ' 'C}'~ .. ,.;n.,... .... ,., dntArm1"ne ' p:t-iyd~~cr:i 1 +.;..1-..,e· ·""·~ f· 0·1 ... S"'-"frC"'l"r:l .. . .,.,....,:;n1·1-.cr 
,J.. ·-J~i:' · l.,. ~ 1.,..,)t.....J.. ~_, J': .. ~.J..) }...' ~ .,.·.·~ ... LJ,J.J. \IV v iw J.,1 1 ~ .. - C,A.i,,.J.-,, .L~- l1.lJ.. .::>t· .I - 'l....J V C·- v v..i. C......~ , .lQt\ 

Botl~ :~ti:ident _ · ·,J . .:.d ·t.s2chors v11ill be under ter.1pfn'2;;. .. y e11J..t·_~ tmEm'; for sixty 
day's ·when they w3.J.1 ·be di.scb2.rg_ed,, '?hey \\r:T.:U receive~ 11.:.us:..ng:;u.J.1J.forms 9 
su·bsistt~•.1Ge ~ eq_u~i.fJnent r.nd mi1it?,ry in3truct::.i;n at Gc,"<:'t~'!' ... 1r·.cnt: expenseo 
Al Go ~pc'.y C)f pr::vate { thi1 ... t~7 dollars per mtmth) a:n1l x·c-:~~\ rri.Jc·.rsemr:mt 
of tr::.:.n3port2. tinn ~:n 2.11c1. fr·)r.n camp at three nnc1 01~.e bal:: c~ent6 por mile. 
Wire C'.rnn1c.mU.ng Genoi'2 .. l 9 Cunt1·2.l De1J2,rtrr;ent ~ Cb.::i.c2-go ~l:Ll:'i.nOi.r. :number 
to -::ittf"'.·nd f"Y'Oill ~i · o-ur· 1··.1.~~-.; -·-,,+:1· onP.n A'i-..-,..,,1e -;-r:i1 c 0 ""•::::-ir·.1.· R ·:·,,"l+ tr' 1"'1"' 0 C'"idents of t:;;.J \.;;:... • ..... l ... c) J <J'" ..:>\..•., .. \.J\4.V ~ ..iv, 1- ·J·- ""'0 .... C ...... i.l ). <.,,..;.,.;;J.~I ) k' '"' ~u ........ -

ins ti +;utions hnvin~s ono hund.rect ·ef f'ty o:r..1 l11L"'l'.re male stiudorr'cs the 12-st 
acnde1nic ~"eo,r 9 lo,:.atJd. :.n ~i'CYU.r do:r1artment rmd. in XUIJ.sas ~ 1ouisi&na; 
m 61 ll '" 8. "'.T • <" -i ~, ;; ~ , • 1.· l" "h ~mri 0,.,,.~, ,. ~ ... , ,~· .ici ··i'\"ld '1/1 c"';a $ "' J. 1 eos -e' .J;1.1.J.S0 .... ,.;:)S.i .. pp1, .. t. .~J..lc ' L~, .t'>...:,\..ow .••• ... .u.ic;, '-"oLJ, ,IL.........,_ ... 
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SPECIAL O .. DE S) 
( 

NO. 3 ) 
1 

x 

HE.ADQ U.A.R T1-m~ 
FORT G i':l IDAN d •• T. C. C 

Fori'J She idan, l;....l nois. 

XT' AC. T 

x 

Jnl:v 22, 1918. 

l . Upon t.he i~ec rmnendati01 of' t·1e C -s~ Stu~g .on~ P:t · vate 
George • .: tk1 .. ;) , Jn.ivers ty of. Chicago, member of the Sixteenth 
Oom·Ja1~:ry Ji' tL.e IPo 'i+ t>heridan S. A. 'r. C. Ee._; iment, is Lere1:.:: discha~ged 
fro 1 the Fore, ~ 1 h ..... ridan s. A. T. C. Can~ ". P1')ivate AtLi·1s i .s untitl.·...,d 
to -. a ·1Tl-.n'"' of mileage fro1 h a home address to Fort Sheridan Illinois o 

x x x 

B7 o der 0~0 ]lit: j l .. Mccaskey: 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ROMANCE 
LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION AND THE WAR 1 

I. ORGANIZATION 

On December 29, 1917, the Modern Language Associa
tion adopted the following resolution: 

Resolved: that the incoming President of the Association be 
directed to appoint an executive committee of five on Romance 
Language Instruction and the War; the functions of said committee 
being: to cooperate with the proper Governmental agencies regard
ing the instruction of our soldiers in the languages of our Allies; to 
keep the teachers of Romance informed of the opportunities for 
useful -service; and in general to further in any way within their 
province the successful prosecution of .the War. 

IT'hat the President of the A·ssociation is empowered, after con
sulting with the chairman of the said executive committee, to 
appoint an advisory committee of such larger membership ·as shall 
seem best, to cooperate with the executive committee. 

That the Treasurer of the Association be directed to pay from the 
funds of the Association the necessary clerical and postal expenses 
of the committee, as ·certified by the chairman, to a sum not exceed
ing seventy-five dollars. 

In accordance with the terms of this resolution, Presi
dent Armstrong appointed an Executive Committee con
sisting of Professors C. A. Downer, 0. H. Grandgent, J. 
Lustrat, B. E. Young, and E. H. Wilkins, the last named 
acting as Chairman.. There was then appointed an Ad
visory Committee consisting of Professors 0. F. Bond, B. 

1 This repor.t covers the activities of the Committee as such. It 
doee not cover similar activities undertaken under other ft.uepices; 
nor does it cover other war activities undertaken ·by member·s of the 
Committee. Copies of eever.al of the documents referred to, but not 
quoted, in the repor.t, and copies of certain other documents rela.-ting 
to the work of the Committee, have been filed with the Secretary of 
the Aeeociation. 
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P. Bourland, B. L. Bowen, M. P. Brush, A. G. Canfield, 
G. Chinard, A. Coleman, F. A.G. Cowper, J.P. W. Craw
ford, W. M. Dey, J. D. M. Ford, J. L. Gerig, Miss H. T. 
Hill, Miss .J. W. Holt, and Professors 0. M. Johnston, K. 
McKenzie, W. A. Nitze, E.W. Olmsted, A. 8chinz, H. A. 
Smith, C. A. Turrell, G. W. Umphrey, F. M. Warren, and 
R. Weeks. 

The Chairman, :when acting in the name of the Com
mittee, secured the advice and cooperation of those mem
bers of the Oommi ttee who were readily accessible, and 
obtained by correspondence, so far as was possible, the 
advice and cooperation of other members. 

The work of the Committee came to an end with the 
signing of the armistice. 

II. THE TEACHING OF FRENCH IN ARMY CAMPS 

The main concern of the Committee was with the teach
ing 0£ French in army camps. 

Educational work in the camps (except the technical 
work which formed a part of the military training) was 
referred by the War Department to the Commission on 
Training Camp Activities, and by that commission to a 
Committee on Education, of which Mr. W. Orr was ·chair
man. Mr. Orr was also, through August, 1918, Director 
of the Educational Bureau of the War Work Council of 
the Y. M. 0. A. Practically all general educational work 
in the camps was, throughout the period 0£ the war, in the 
hands of the Y. M. 0. A. The principle of local autonomy 
which characterizes the regular city Y. M. C. A.'s was, to 
a large extent, carried over into the War Work Council, 
the result being that for a long time there was very little 
authoritative central direction of the educational work. 
In consequence, largely, of this local autonomy, the camp 
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:French teaching in the country as a whole was, in January, 
1918, in a very unsatisfactory condition. No attempt had 
bEien made by the Y. M. 0. A. to secure from the War 
Department a general order establishing the teaching of 
:French upon a sound basis; no attempt had been made to 
frame a unified policy with regard to the organization of 
:French courses; no attempt had been made to approve any 
single text or set of texts as standard ; and the personnel 
o:f the teaching force was in general of poor quality. The 
Y. M. 0. A. was disposed to concern itsel£ almost entirely 
with work in elementary French for enlisted men, thus 
disregarding the much more important work in advanced 
French and with officers. The physical conditions of in
struction were (and always remained) exceedingly diffi
cult; and still greater difficulties, never completely over
come, arose from the conditions of military lif&-in par
ticular from the frequent detailing of men for special 
duty, :from the frequent transfers of units and groups of 
units, and from the fact that many commanding officers 
did not appreciate the value of work in F'rench. 

In a :few of the large camps, however, the work in 
French had been entrusted at an early date to members 
of this Association, and had prospered in consequence. 
At Fort Oglethorpe, the work was in charge of Professor 
0. D. Zdanowicz, whose term of service began in August, 
1917 and continued through August, 1918-the longest 
term achieved by any camp French Director. At Camp 
Sherman, courses were conducted for a time under the 
direction o:f Professor B. L. Bowen and other members of 
the Romance Department of Ohio State University. At 
(}amp Ouster, the work was carried on continuously for a 
long time by Professor A. G. Canfield and other members 
of the Romance Department of the University of Michi
gan. At Camp Grant, preliminary work was done by 
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Professor C. E. Young. At Camp Travis, the work was 
organized by Professor 0. F. Bond. At Camp -Fremont, 
the work was carried on continuously for a long time by 
Professor 0. M. Johnston and other members of the 
Romance Department of Leland Stanford Junior Uni
versity. 

On January 14 the Committee sent out to the Camp 
Educational Secretaries of the Y. M. C. A. a questionnaire 
calling for information as to the organization, methods, 
texts, and personnel 0£ the French teaching system. At 
the same time the offer was made to the Camp Educational 
.Secretaries to provide them with advice on such problems 
regarding the teaching of French as they might desire to 
bring to the attention of the Committee, and to send them 
suggestions from time to time. The reports from the 
questionnaire revealed the existence of the conditions 
stated above. 

The Committee thereupon formulated and transmitted 
to the War Work Council, on January 28, specific recom
mendations as to the conduct of the work in French, stress
ing in particular the necessity of the appointment in each 
camp (except those for which appointments had already 
been made) of a Director of French and one or more 
Assistant Directors, to be selected in consultation vvith the 
Committee. It -vrns urged also that as many claes'?S as 
possible be organized for officers. 

On February 1 Professor F. A. G. Cowper was ap
pointed Director of French at Camp Grant. For his 
guidance the Committee drew up, and sent to him on 
February 4, a detailed plan of organization for camp 
classes in French, based on the reports from Camp Fre
mont and other camps where the work had be211 measur
a b J y rn.ccessful. This plan called fo-:-- the development of 
classes among officers and of courses in advanced French ; 
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and for the securing of a divisional order by which the 
study of }i'rench should be made rrrnu.datory for all officers 
and men who had some knowledge of French, and for a 
certain number of others. This plan was submitted by 
Professor Cowper and the Camp Educational Secretary 
to the Chief of Staff of the Division, and ther~ resulted a 
divisional Memorandum Circular, issued on :March 1, 
which established for the Division a plan for French in
struction following very closely the lines of the Com
mittee's recommendation. 

On March 25 the Chairman of the Committee met the 
Department Executives of the War Work Council, and 
laid before them a plan for the improvement of the work 
in French throughout the country, involving the appoint
ment for each of the large camps (except those for 
which appointments had already been made) of a Director 
of French and one or more Assistant Directors, to be 
selected by the Committee, and a general recommendation 
of the plan of organization contained in the Camp Grant 
Memorandum Circular. 

This plan was approved, and the Committee began at 
once to secure men for the camps which still lacked Direc
tors of French. The following men were thus appointed 
during the spring, and served through the summer or 
longer: 

Dr. L. H. Alexander, .at Camp Sevier. 
Professor A. Beziat, at Camp Jackson. Pro:f essor 

Beziat's service continued well into 1919, being next in 
length to that of Professor Zdanowicz. 

Professor 0. F. Bond, at Camp Sheridan; later at the 
Y. M. C. A. headquarters of the Southern Department as 
Departmental Director of French. 

Professor J. R. Fisher, at Camp Lee. 
Professor J. T. Frelin, at Oamp Shelby. 
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Professor R. T. House, at Camp Doniphan. 
Mr. K. Kaufman, of the Oklahoma City High School, 

at Camp Doniphan. 
Professor A. M. La Meslee, of Tulane University, at 

Oamp Shelby. 
Professor P. de La Rochelle, at Camp Sevier. 
Professor M. Merrill, at Camp Dodge. 
Professor A. H. Otis, at Camp Cody. 
Professor A. Solomon, of the University of California, 

a1 Camp Kearny. 
Professor H. P. Thieme, at Camp Ouster. 
Professor J. Van Horne, at Camp Beauregard. 
Professor B. E. Young, at Camp McClellan; later at 

the Y. M. C. A. headquarters of the Southeastern Depart
ment as Departmental Director of French. 

Mr. P. B. Burnet and Professors C. A. Downer and D. 
B. Easter served for shorter periods at Camps Logan, 
Upton, and Lee respectively. 

On June 1 the Chairman of the Committee became an 
Associate Executive 1Secretary of the War Personnel 
Board of the War Work Council, his department including 
a division for the recruiting of French teachers, of which 
division Professor J. L. Gerig was placed in immediate 
charge. Duties at Y. M . .0. A. departmental headquarters 
corresponding to those of the Chairman were assumed 
somewhat later by Professor E. R. Greene in the North
eastern Department, Professor B. E. Young in the South
eastern Department, Professor H. R. Brush in the Central 
Department, and Professor 0. F. Bond in the Southern 
Department. The appointment of French teachers, from 
June 1 on, was thus not the work of the Committee as 
such, and is therefore not fully reported here. It may be 
noted, however, that the following members of the Modern 
Language Association, appointed during the summer, 
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served in camp as French teachers to the end of the sum
mer or longer : 

Professor G. H. Brown, at Camp Humphrey. 
Professor C. B. Campbell, at Camp Stanley. 
Professor C. D. Cool, at Great Lakes. 
Professor M. M. Dondo, at Camp Gordon. 
Professor G. L. Hamilton, in the Tidewater District. 
Professor E. J. Williamson, in the Tidewater District. 

In addition to the men named above, many teachers of 
French, some members of the Modern Language Associa
tion, and some not, served acceptably and faithfully in 
camps or smaller posts under direct local appointment 
from the Y. M. C. A. or other organizations. 

During the spring, the Committee sent out to all camps 
material of various sorts relating to the study of French : 
copies of the tabulated results of the questionnaire, with 
comments thereon ; a set of suggested legends for French 
signs to be placed in Y. M. C. A. buildings; a set of sug
gested legends for English-French signs to be placed about 
the camps; a set of suggested legends for lantern slides to 
be used for mass instruction at evening entertainments at 
which a stereopticon was available; copies of the Camp 
Grant Memorandum Circular;. and reprints of the first 
and second installments of the review 0£ "Manuals of 
French with Reference to Overseas Service," prepared by 
Professor McKenzie and published in the Modern Lan
guage Journal. 

The January questionnaire showed that very many 
different French texts were in use in the camps; .and the 
production and local adoption 0£ new texts continued 
throughout the spring and summer. Early in February, 
the Committee urged upon the Y. M. 0. A. the desir
f1bility of the selection, or preparation, of a standard text. 
This recommendation was repeated in May; but no action 
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resulted until June 5, when the Y. M. C. A. sent out to 
its Department Educational Directors a circular letter 
suggesting a general trial 0£ Army French in the period 
from July 1 to August 15, to be followed by a report re
garding the desirability 0£ revising this book or preparing 
another book. This letter resulted in a general adherence 
of the Camp Educational 1Secretaries and French Direc
tors to the principle of the use of a standard text; but it 
appeared that Army French was regarded as too elaborate 
for camp use, and the Committee was therefore asked to 
direct the preparation 0£ a simpler text. 

The Chairman selected as collaborators for this work 
Professors F. A. G. Cowper and C. D. Zdanowicz, who 
worked through August, and Professor R. T. Holbrook, 
who worked through the first part of .September. Advice 
was asked and received from many French Directors in 
the camps, and-particularly with regard to the system o:f 
phonetic notation-from the members of the Committee. 
The resulting booklet, Liberty French, was published on 
October 28 by the Association Press. The signing 0£ the 
:;i,rmistice, however, caused an immediate decrease in the 
interest in French in the camps ; and the book, in conse
quence, saw no such general service as had been expected. 
Reports of its limited use indicate that it proved the best 
0£ all the "War French" books for elementary camp 
classes. 

By the middle of May, the actual and prospective per
sonnel of the French teaching force in the camps as a 
whole seemed to the Committee sufficiently good to render 
desirable and safe the issuance by the War Department 
cf a general order establishing the study of French in all 
camps upon a basis similar to that outlined in the Camp 
Grant Memorandum Circular. On May 21 the Com
mittee therefore submitted to the Y. M. C. A. a draft of 
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such an order, in effect a revision and generalization 0£ 
the Camp Grant Memorandum Circular, and asked them 
to submit it to the War Department, and urge its issue. 
The Y. M. C. A., however, did not take such action. On 
July 13 the Chairman of the Committee, with President 
Armstrong and Professor Gerig, laid the proposed general 
order before Assistant Secretary of War Keppel. Secre
tary Keppel decided that the matter was one for the de
cision of the Training and Instruction Branch of the War 
Plans Division of the General Staff. On July 15 the 
Chairman of the Committee therefore submitted the pro
posed general order to Colonel Fleming, the Chairman of 
that Branch, by whom it was referred for study to Lieu
ienant-'Colonel Conway. On .Septe,mber 5, some corre
spondence but no action having resulted from the confer
ence of July, the Chairman of the Committee again con
forred with Colonel Conway. This conference led to the 
issuance of the following Memorandum: 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE 

WASHINGTON 

September 28, 1918. 

From: The Adjutant General of the Army. 

To: All Camp Commanders. 

Subject: Instruction in French. 

1. Professor E. H. Wilkins, of the University of Chicago, Chair· 
man of .the Executive Committee on Romance Language Instruction 
and the War, Modern Language Association of America, has proffered 
the services of that organization to the War Department to give, 
through the Y. M. C. A., a course of instruction in French to 
divisions and camps. 

2. Competent instructors will be furnished by the Y. M. C. A., 
who will assume all the duties connected therewith, under your 
supervision or that of a member of your staff. 

3. Realizing the importance of such instruction and the great 
benefits that will be derived from it, the Secretary of War has 
accepted this proffer of service and is desirous of utilizing it to the 
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greatest possible extent without interfering with or impeding the 
most intensive .training of your command. Its introduction will 
therefore not be made mandatory. 

4. However, if, in your opinion, such a course can be given wi.th
out detriment to training, you are authorized to arrange with Pro
fessor Wilkins, Room 509, 347 Madison Avenue, New York City, for 
its inauguration. 

5. Should this course be instituted in your command, you will 
report that fact to .this office. 

By order of the Secretary of War, 
C. M. THIELE, Adjutant General. 

It had been hoped by the Committee, and by Colonel 
Conway, that the establishment of French courses forcer
tain groups of men would be made mandatory by the War 
Department Memorandum itself. This was prevented, ac
cording to a letter sent by Oolonel Conway on September 
30 to the Chairman of the Committee, by the fact that 
exceedingly intensive military training was at that time 
being maintained. 

Upon the issuance of the War Department MemDran
dum, the following plan for the organization of French 
instruction, embodying the final judgment of the Com
mittee as to the organization of language instruction de
sirable and feasible in camps under war conditions, was 
drawn up, and sent out to the Camp Educational Secre
taries and French Directors. 

PLAN FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF FRENCH INSTRUCTION IN THE ARMY 

CAMPS ·SUGGESTED BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE MODERN 

LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA ON 

ROMANCE LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION 

AND THE WiAR 

In view of the communication issued September 28, 1918, by the 
Adjutant General of the Army ,fo all Camp Commanders with regard 
to instruction in French, the Committee of the Modern Language 
Association, through its chairman, respectfully submits a plan, as 
herein set forth, for instruction in French in the Army Camps. 
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1. The introduction of such instruction is not mandatory. It is 
recommended, moreover, by the Committee, that enrollment in this 
course, in the camps where it is introduced, be voluntary for officers 
and privates, save as hereafter (No. 3) specified. Attendance upon. 
the courses shall be part of the regular duties of those enrolled, and 
completion of French .courses shall be entered on the official service 
record of the individual in question. 

2. The instruction shall be provided by the Y. M. C. A., but it 
shall be under the supervision of the Chief Intelligence Officer of 
the camp or of some other officer designated by the Commanding 
Officer. 

3. Enrollment in a French class shall be obligatory for such 
officers and privates of the Intelligence Corps as may be designat.ed 
therefor by the Chief fotelligence Officer of the Camp, and for any 
other officers and privates whom the officer supervising the French 
instruction may see fit to designate therefor. 

4. Officers' Olasses. There shall be provided : 
(a} An Advwnced Olass (to furnish intensive training in prac

tical interpreting, and in writing of military reports and dispatches 
in French), open to all officers who have already a good speaiking 
knowledge of French; 

( b) Intermediate Olasses (to furnish training in understanding 
and speaking French), open to 150 officers who have already some 
knowledge of French; 

( c) Elementary Olasses (to furnish instruction in the essentials 
of French with particular reference to military needs), open to 100 
officers who have never studied French. 

5. N on-Oommissioned Officers' Glasses. There shall be provided: 
(a) An Advwnced Olass, open to all non-commissioned officers 

who have already a good speaking knowledge of French; 
(b) Intermediate Olasses, open to 150 non-commissioned officers 

who have some knowledge of French; 
(c) Elementary Olasses, open to 100 non-commissioned officers. 

6. Olasses for Privates. There shall be provided: 
(a) An Advwnced Olass, open to all privates who have already 

a good speaking knowledge of French; 
(b) Intermediate Classes, open to 150 ·privates who have already 

some knowledge of French; 
( c) Elementary Olasses, open to 100 privates. 

7. At the discretion of the officer charged with the supervision of 
the French instruction, Advanced Classes for privates, non-commis
ii!ioned officers, or officers, may be combined; similarly, Intermediate 
Classes. 
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8. In the ad.mission of officers and privates to the French classes, 
preference shall be given in the following order: 

(a) (Members of the Intelligence Corps duly designated to follow 
the course; , 

(b) Any other officers and priv:ates who may be duly designated 
to follow the course; 

( c) Volunteers. 

When unable to provide for the instruction of all volunteers, the 
Y. M. C. A. Director of French in the Camp shall be authorized to 
select those who, in his judgment, are best qualified to profit by the 
instruction. 

9. It is understood that, when the demand for French instruction 
is greater than hereinabove provided for, the Y. M. C. A. will, to 
the extent practicable, enlarge the instruction. 

10. It is in particulai· requested of the Military Authorities that 
non-commissioned officers and privates who have a sufficient knowl
edge of French to serve as instructors for Elementary Classes shall 
be detailed as teachers; shall meet once a week for normal instruc
tion in methods of teaching; and shall be relieved of all other 
military duties during the hours of their giving and receiving 
instruction. 

11. Classes shall meet three times per week at such hours as 
the Commanding Officer of the camp may designate. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ERNEST H. WILKINS, 

Chairma;n, M. L. A. Committee; a;n,cJ, Direotor, 
Educational Bureau, War Work Council, Y. M. C. A. 

During October, commanding officers of fifteen camps 
requested installation of French teaching service upon the 
basis of the War Department ::Memorandum. 

The signing of the armistice and the consequent cessa~ 
tion of the shipment of troops to France dispelled both 
the special value and the general interest of Camp French 
classes, and such courses dwindled and vanished, in most 
mstances, before the end of 1918. 
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III. FRENCH COURSES FOR THE STUDENTS' ARMY 

TRAINING .CORPS 

On July 15 the Committee of the War Department on 
Education and Special Training requested this Commit
tee to prepare a set of recommendations as to instruction 
iri military French in colleges. Such recommendations 
were drafted, submitted for criticism to members of the 
Committee and to French Directors in the army camps, 
revised, and sent to the War Department on August 14. 
These recommendations were sent by the War Depart
ment, on September 19, to institutions maintaining units 
of the Students' Army T'.raining Oorps, as a Special De
scriptive Circular, herewith quoted in full: 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND SPECIAL TRAINING 

SPECIAL DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULAR 

FRENCH 

Three courses are ihere outlined, suitable for members of the 
Students' Army Training Corps. Each should cover one term of 
twelve weeks, allowing nine hours of classroom work and supervised 
study per week. 

I. :EZementwry OoUtrse 

The Elementary Course should provide for men who have had no 
Frenoh. Its purpose should be to give instruction in the essentials 
of French with particular reference to military needs. Spoken 
French, r.ather than written French, should be the primary material 
of study. '!\he ·student .should be trained carefully and insistently 
to understand the French :words, phrases and sentences as uttered by 
the instructor; in the second place, he should be trained to utter 
French words, phrases and sentences intelligibly and intelligently; 
in the third place, he should be trained to, understand written French 
words, phrases and sentences. The course should, however, be built 
upon a grammatical framework; not so detailed nor so emphasized 
as to make the grammar an object of .study for lits own sake, but 
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sufficiently thorough to develop a. constructive knowledge of the 
language. A knowledge of words and phrases without the study of 
grammar limits a man's resources to .the exact material he has 
learned. A knowledge of the elements of grammar enables him, ·as 
nothing else can, to recombine his word and phrase material as vary
ing occasions may require. 

The word ·and phrase material should be neither exclusively 
civilian nor exclusively military, but should include both the mate
rial most essential for ordinary needs and experience in Fr·ance and 
the most common French military terms. 

'.Particular care should be given to the study of the pronoun and 
verb. Mastery of these can be .acquired only through systematic 
study, whereas nouns and the other uninfiected words can be acquired 
easily through hearing or reading. 

The greatest care should be taken in the preliminary study of 
pronunciation, and throughout the course there should be frequent 
careful practice in correct pronunciation. 

Texts for reading should be selected from those conveying most 
information as to the life of Fr.ance. -These, too, should be treated 
as a basis for oral work-for reading in French by the instructor or 
the ·students, or as material for question and answer in French, etc. 
Continuous formal translation should be a.voided. 

French newspapers published in this country or in Canada will 
prove valuable ·as supplementiiry material in the later work of the 
course. The use of a phonograph in connection with the Elementary 
Course is not recommended. 

2. Intermediate Oowrse 

The Intermediate Course is for those men who enter college with 
credits entitling them to intermediate standing in French, and for 
those who have had one year of ordinary college French. Its purpose 
should be to train men in understanding and speaking French with 
reference to military matters. Here, again, the understanding of 
French as spoken is the main thing. Next comes the ability to 
understand and translate written French. In this course men should 
also receive some training in writing French. 

The men enrolled in this course will be in general men who have 
had echool or college courses in French which have given them a 
reading knowledge of ordinary civilian FreMh. The special function 
of the Intermediate Course is, then, to turn their reading knowledge 
into a 111peaking knowledge, and to familiarize them with the military 
vocabulary. -
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It is recommended that the Intermediate Course begin .at tihe same 
point ·as the Elementary Course, and be developed along the same 
lines, stressing the use of ,spoken French, which will be new .to most 
of the men. It will be possible to progress much faster than in the 
Elementary Course. Attempts to start work of this grade at an 
advanced point and with 'an advanced book have proved in general 
unsuccessful. In particular, it proves necessary to devote fully as 
much time to the subject of pronunciation as in any elementary 
course. Many of the students will have bad linguistic habits to 
unlearn. 

3. .Advanced Course 

1)he Adv:a.nced Course is for those men who enter college with 
credits entitling them .to advanced standing in French, and for those 
who have had two years of ordinary college French. Its purpose 
should be to train men for ·practical interpreting and for the writing 
of military reports and despatches in French. The Interpreters' 
Corps, as authorized by Congress, is already filled; but commanders 
of brigades, regiments, battalions and companies are directed to 
secure for development interpreters from within their own com
mands. Men entering military service in possession of the ability to 
serve as interpreter's will therefore be of particular value. 

The principal matter for study in this course should be rbhe specific 
military vocabulary. Practice in dictation will be found particularly 
valuable; dictation in French to be taken down in French, dictation 
in French to be taken down in English, and dictation in English to 
be taken down in French. E:fiorts should be made to accustom the 
!tudent to a variety of French voices. 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND SPECIAL TRAINING. 

By R. C. MACLAURIN, 

J!Jducatipnal Director, Collegiate Section. 

Septembm- 19, 1918. 

The recommendations as sent in by the Committee con
tained lists of books suitable for use in the several courses. 
These lists were omitted by the War Department in ac
cordance with a policy which applied to its S. A. T. 0. 
rooommendations in general. Otherwise the circular fol
lows very closely the text of the recommendations. 
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IV. Co-OPERATION WITH OFFICIAL Bonrne 

On March 2 the Committee was requested by the For
eign Speaking Soldier Section of the Military Intelligence 
Branch to nominate men known to be loyal, ~ho would do 
rush translation work for the General Staff. Through 
cooperation 0£ the entire Committee a considerable num
ber of such nominations was made; and the Section, on 
March 27, reported "splendid returns from translators 
in the Romance languages." From time to time, the Sec
tion sent to the Committee special requests for help in 
translation from and into various foreign languages-the 
list including Portuguese, Dutch, Danish, Norwegian, 
Swedish, Russian, the languages spoken in the then Aus
tria, and Syrian. Steps were taken in each case to put 
the Section in touch with individuals known to be com
petent and reliable, or with organizations likely to contain 
such individuals. 

The Committee on Public Information, in February, 
requested this Commitrtee to nominate to the Board of 
Postal Censorship persons who could read Spanish chiro
graphy. This was done, through the cooperation of the 
entire Committee, and the Committee was later informed 
that a number of appointmenrts resulted. 

In August the Committee sent to all members of the 
Modern Language Association the following notice: 

The War Department wants Baedekers for European countries, 
especially France, Belgium, Italy, and Germany, and has asked the 
American Defense Society to collect them-as gifts not to be re
turned. Send to the American Defense Society, 44 East 23rd Street, 
New York City. 

The War Department wants photographs, dr,awings, 1and descrip
tions of bridges, towns, buildings and localities now occupied by the 
German forces in France, Belgium, and Luxembourg, ,a,nd likewise 
in that part of Germany lying west of a line runn~g nor.th and 

10 
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south through Hamburg; and has ·asked the American Protective 
League to collect them-as gifts, not to be returned. Send to the 
American Protective League, Post Office Box 59, City Hall Station, 
New York City. 

The Executive Postal Censorship Committee wante competent, 
loyal men who can deal with <Spanish hand-written material. Com· 
municate with Roderick Terry, Jr., 641 Washington Street, New 
Yori{ City. 

The American Defense Society and the American Pro
tective League reported considerable results attributed by 
them to this notice . 

.V. Co-OPERATION WITH WELFARE ORGANIZATIONS 

The cooperation of the Committee with the Y. M. C. A. 
in the matter of French instruction has been reported 
above. 

The War Work Council of the Y. M. C. A. directed 
throughout the war the publication 0£ a cantonment news
paper called Trench and Camp. The outside pages 0£ each 
number were made up locally for each cantonment, but 
"patent insides" were provided by the central office. For 
these "patent insides" the Committee furnished a brief 
series of very simple F'rench lessons, prepared chiefly by 
Professor A. Coleman, and a number of articles on vari
ous phases 0£ French life. Five of these were by members 
of the Association, as follows: 

Professor G. Chinard: French Education. 
Professor E. P. Dargan: France, North and South; 

and: French Literature and Journalism. 
Professor G. T. Northup: French Money. 
Professor G. B. Weston: French Music. 

Other articles were prepared by members of the faculty 
of the University 0£ Chicago as follows: 

Mr. F. D. Bramhall: The Government 0£ France. 
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Professor W. D. Jones: Three Articles on the Geo
graphy of France. 

Profes.sor Conyers Read : Three Articles on French 
History. 

An article on the organization of the French Army was 
obtained through Professor J. Lustrat from a French 
officer who remained anonymous. 

Throughout the war, the Y. M. C. A. sent men to 
France to serve with the French troops, and men to Italy 
to serve with the Italian troops. It was obviously desir
able that the men chosen for this work should be, so far 
as possible, men who had already knowledge 0£ the French 
or the Italian language, or who had, at least, some special 
points of contact with French or Italian life. The Y. M. 
C. A. in January requested the Committee to aid in the 
recruiting 0£ these men: and plans were drawn up and 
letters written which put the Y. M. C. A. in touch with 
various groups of French or Italian-speaking or inter
nationally-minded men. When the Chairman joined the 
staff of the War Personnel Board, his department included 
a division for the direction of the recruiting of these men, 
and President Armstrong took direct charge of the recruit
ing of men for service with the French army. 

On March 19, the Committee and the American Library 
Association sent to all teachers 0£ Romance languages en
rolled in the several Modern Language organizations of 
the country a joint appeal for the contribution for camp 
libraries of books in and on the Romance languages. 

VI. MISCELLANEOUS 

The Committee, through its members, urged locally the 
importance of training courses for teachers of French both 
in summer schools and as part of the regular program for 
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the college year 1919-20, and the importance of getting 
competent students to enter these courses and to become 
teachers of French. 

In the same way, the Committee urged the organization 
of the foreign-born students in city colleges and univer
sities for such types of patriotic service as might offer
as for instance, speaking on behalf of Liberty Loans or 
other patriotic causes, interpreting for Exemption Boards, 
inspecting foreign-language newspapers, and translating 
projects of invention prepared in foreign languages. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ERNEST H. WILKINS, Chairman. 







TO TEACHERS OF FRENCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Chicago, Ill .. 
June 8, 1917 

Dear Colleagues: 

In the months to come thousands of American men and women will go 
to France to serve there, on or behind the battle line. Very few of these 
men and women can now understand or !peak French. It is greatly to be 
desired that as many of them as possible be given, before they go, some 
well-directed practice in the understanding and the speaking of French. 

Does not this situation constitute for us, teachers of French, a 
duty and an opportunity? 

The officers' training camps offer a large field of work. In Fort 
Sheridan instruction in spoken French is now being given under the auspices 
of the Y.M.C.A., by volunteer teaching force, to tour hundred men, three 
times a week, in the hour immediately after evening mess, 6:15 to 7:15. 
Similar instruction would presumably be welcomed in some of the other off i
cers' training camps, 

There are also many smaller units whose need of French is pressing: 
officers in university training camps, of !icers in regimental camps of the 
National Guard, doctors, nurses, members of ambulance companies, men training 
for work in the stores and supplies department, engineers, and foresters. 
Some universities are already providing instruction for members of such 
groups, 

To supplement such measures as may be contemplated by the War 
Department, it is highly desirable that the varying local opportunities be 
discovered and met on local initiative. Will you not, therefore, with your 
associates, ascertain what can be done in your locality, and assist in 
doing it? 

Here is a chance for us to use directly and for a great purpose the 
specifl~ aptitude that we possess. All increase in the knowledge of French 
will bind together more closely the two nations we have such reason to love. 
Ignorance or knowledge of French may in many instances make the difference 
between deJay and speed, between blundering and efficiency, between suffering 
and relief, between death and life. 

tions, 

E. c. 
s. H. 
A. G. 
F. A. 
c. H. 

The signers of this letter will be glad to receive any offers, sugges
and information with regard to such work. 

ARMSTRONG, Johns Hopkins University 
BUSH, University of Iowa 
CANFIELD, University of Michigan 
G. COWPER, University of Kan~as 
GRANDGENT, Harvard University 

K. McKENZIE, University of Illinois 
w. A. NITZE, University of Chicago 
H. A. SMITH,. University of Wisconsin 
F. M. WARREN, Yale University 
R. WEEKS, Columbia University 

E. H. WILKINS, University of Chicago 
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