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Presidents' Correspondence File 

YERKES, CHARI.ES T. 

1892, April l -- Yerkes to H. H. Kohlsaat, reply to letter of March 31. 
Hopes certain obstacles can be overcome so that he oan 
acquiesce in Dr. Harper• s request. 

1894. April 6 Yerkes to Harper, after approving plans for observatory 
to be located at le.ke Geneva. Since he is presenting the 
buildi1ig and the telescope, he wishes it understood that 
no telescope whatever is to go into this building which 
has any name attached to it. The telescopes as the pro
perty of the University of Chica.go '!08.Y be known by that 
name. but not by any other. 

1894,, December 8 -- Yerkes to Harper, asking for verification .of a trans
lation of a La.tin inscription "Cum magno creatox·e iuvante/ 
Indignus es qui me vexes. n 

1897, October l -- Conveyance to Trustees of University of the Observatory 
Building, the Telescope therein contained, etc. etc. 
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April 6, 1894. 
CABLF. ADDRESS , YERKES , CHICAGO 

Dr. Wi 11 iam R. Harr_e r, 

President, The University of Chicago, 

Dear Sir: 

I have been looking over the plans for the observatory 

to be placed at Lake Geneva, and have practically approved them. 

Am now about to take proposals ror the erection of the builaings 

and dorm. 

As j·ou no doubt are aware, quite afl extensive str-ucture is 

contemplated- not only vhe observatory itself, but bi ilc.tings in 

connection with it,; al so two small observatorie • the vhole cover-

ing a tract of bround over 300 feet in lengt..h and 100 feet · n 

width at its wide st point. 

A remark which a mutual friena of oum made a fe , days ago, 

has caused congiderable thou5ht in my mind as regar '5 my position 

in the matter. · It was a sugc,e sti on on his ~art that I al so furn

ish a 16 inch telescope to be placed in one o.t' the smaller ob-

servatorie s; and his remark was that, if he was in my place he 

\Vould do so, becausff it would oo rather disagre eable to have, in 

a buildinc, erected by myself, a. 'Smith', "Jon9s• or 'Brown• tele-

scope; that the telescopes ought to b3 the Yerkes telescopes. 
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Now, considerin5 the fact that I am pre senti ne:; this building, 

together with the te le sco r:e , to the Uni ve r sit j ' of C!li c ago, I wish 

it clearly understood that no telescoi;e whatever is to t:P in this 

bui ldi ng ·vm ioh has any name at tache d to it • While l do not ask 

to have them called the Yerkes te le scote s,yet, they musL be 

neither the •Hale• te le sco ~, or any other, If they are tne 

prorerty of the University of Chicago and are knovn bi that name, 

I do not object; but I certainly cannot permit -other names to b:l 

used in conile ct ion with that building. 

As I understand it . in an instituLion of that kirxi, the d.is-

coveries are 3 enerally made with the srraller 5lasses. and these 

discoveries are verified. and expanded with the larese te le suo}J' . 

It ·uVoulu t,herr~ fore seem almost ridiculous for ne to expand the 

amount of money 1v\tlioh is necessary to do here, ana have he 

credit for the discoveries which might .. b3 made 00 into another 

channel. 

I hope you wi 11 understand my position in this rmtter. a'1U · 

appreciate the thoughts which have occurred to ne. 

Yours t ru.ly, 

$/M 
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Dec. 8, 1894. 
CABLE ADDRESS , YERKES , CHICAGO. 

Dr . Wm • R . Harper, 

Presideni,, University of Chicago, 

Dear Sir: 

I will be in New York, at the Hotel Netherland, after 

to-morrrnllf night, and woul d be very happy to see JOa there. 

There is anottrnr matter I wish t o request of you; Som9 time 

ago I asked you tog· 1e me the translation, in Latin, of acer-

tain inscription, whieh you kindly did for me. I would. now ask 

if this is the correct translation. Of course you do not remember 

the matter, but if J OU will kindly advise me whether I have these 

words spelled correctly* ancLhave them . transl~ ted 'into renglish, 

I will be obliged to you: 

By let Ling me have this, or sending h) to me at New 

York, you will place ,me under manJ ob igation~.~ to you. 

Yours truly, 





CABLE ADDRESS , YERKES , CHICAGO. 

fv1r. H .H .Kohlsaat, 

Chicago, 

My Dear Sir:-

Your very kind letter of .the 31st.ultimo is just 

received~ and I fully appreciate all the sentiments expressed 

therein. My wish is to acquiesce in Dr.Harper's request, but 

there are certain things in the way at present, which I will ex

plain to you when I see you. However, these may be cleared up 

and there is a possibility that I will be able to accede to his 

de sir-es. 

,,,. Yours truly. 
( f ~. 
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