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June 6. 1927

My dear Mr. Switt.

ftle "eee:1pt or your letter- ot June I. reb.tint; to the pOfJalbiHty
of a library of 'hu.ln••• history in the l(oe$nwald :tndustrial Muaeum.
18 �Okn..le4,ed.. I lent a oopy of your letter ot Mr. Sp_noer tor hi.
lnfof1rlt.tlon" but· 'before he bad "-80.1ve4 1t he wrote me aa toll.,..;

-We .trongly ...oommend that Mr. a-11t dleoutt with the Board of Trute••
of the lo.enwald In4uatrlal Uu••um the po••lbility ot making $ oollection
or .uoh mat.rial. and .torlng th9m in the building which will hou•• the
In4ultt'tal h 11$.,*_, ., teel that 1..1_1:Ily e. oertaln amount of mater-

-

iale of tht. kln4 trill be oolleot.d aM .tored in the Ro•....".14 Muetum,
It tb1. be tne, it would not be loin€,; tar ..tie14 tor the MUM_ to at..

t,mpt .. oompreben.1.... oolleotton ot bu.butIa mat.rla1e of' all t".•••en

though not dl�.otly r.lated to inou.trlal exhibit••

ttW. alto recommend that Hr. 814ft dlaou•• the ,ol.inUit, or th. Unl
.etas.ty Mbpe,.ating 1Itth the Indutt-lal Mute_ in the ooll••tlO$ aad \ll.
ot .uoh ._riall ·o,t 'bbl. chara.oter &1 may be oollE,)ote4 from time to
tlm. it the Industrial Mg_. "c14," that it 'f wile to undertake 'thie
utlyl"ty.'·

Frederic C. Woodward

Brit Htu'o14 H. Switt
Union stOAJ lards
ChiCIJlgo,. tllino!.

W.l
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tbe 1".1", of ,our lett. fir ,.. I, r..

lating._ th. _llctO'ta.on of 'butM" bl••
\o,.y _tedal� i. (tCknowl4t4PM1.. t 'biDk
the po.ltlon whtoh you baVlt taken ln r..

gar" to the prfJpoltol or Mr.- 01-.m "
••unti. 'and I .ht.ll ,..•••long to Il"t Swift
rout ·r.....ndatlon in· ,egar. tq the Ro..n

_14 lna,trial I.••••

T�ur. .lnotr61.7.,

Fr ederio c. Woodward

., ". W. 1.....Sptno.'
'aOta!',. laobf.UlgtJ

..
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Uhe \l1ni"ersit� of <!hfcago
ttbe sceecr of commerce ano :R�mtntstratton

June 3, 1927

Mr. Frederic C.' Woodward

Faculty Exohange

My dear Mr. Woodward:

At a meeting of the Exeoutive Board of the School of Com
meroe and Administration we disoussed what steps the Uni

versity should take with respect to cooperating with the
Business Historical Sooiety in the collection of business
cases and materials. We decided first that we ought to
tell Mr. Clemen that the University is not in a position
to make any ommnitment in this respect until it is more

fully informed as to the nature of the cooperation and as

to what will be expected of the University. In the second

pla���we strongly recommend that Mr. Swift discuss with

rthe Board of Trustees of the Rosenwald Industrial Museum
,

the possibility of making a. collection of such materials
and storing them Ln the building which will house t.he
Industrial Museum. We feel that inevlta.bly a certain
amowlt of materials of this kind vall be collected and
stored in the Rosenwald Museum. If this be true, it would
not be going far afield for the Museum to attempt a compre
hensive co l Iectdon of business materials of all types even

though not directly related to industrial exhibits.

111J'e also recommend that Mr. Swift discuss the possibility of
the University cooperating with the Industrial Museum in the
collection and use of such materials of this ,character as

may be collected from time to time if the Industrie.l Museum
decides that it is wise to undertake this activity.

-

1}IJHS :DD
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June 2, 1927

Mr. F. C. Woodward,
The University of Chicago,
Chicago, Illinois.

Dear Mr. Woodward:

Answering your telephone query of a few days ago

in reference to the possibility of a library of business

-history in connection with the Rosenwald Industrial Museum:

I have discussed the matter with the President of

the Board of Trustees and some members of the Executive Com-

mittee of the Commercial Club, which as you know is sponsor-

ing the project. There seemed to be a unanimous opinion that

there would be such a library in the Museum and that we might

wisely use our influence to turn historical business litera-

ture that way rather than encouraging its transmission to the

Business Historical Society, Incorporated, at Cambridge, Mass.

Copy to Mr. W. H. Spencer
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June 1. 1927

.y 4••t 111". Speno.,,;

YesterdaY' X had, an .opportunity to' OOllJult �!F. Swift abOttt

our rel_tion to the fin.in.as Histor1ea.l Sooiety, He concur. in our

opinion that •• ahould be <fiery oareful. in aa.ooiating the UniY""'llty

YI1th the Sooiety .e .. l'Ve.tern' clepo-e1tory in 'Vi.., of the unoffioial eon.

flection between the Society and the n&�4 School ot Buain••• A:drnini�

_ation, 1 think that "e ahould tid .out definitely whither the _terlal

«'poIIted b�r. 'WOuld b. leth her. pe!1Iallen�l" or would b6 .,ubjeot to n.

1tO'ft! to 0..br14,. from tl'. to tbt. at tb. ottloer. or tho 8001et1 might

88",.

\
,

Nr. Swift thiu. that we prooa'bly .110'1114 en4e•.,or to obtain the

lioCormlck record.' tor the Uni••rait1, although h. 1m. no notion of their

ftlue and 1. not a_re ot aft" prevloua attempt to ,.eve the. In tbl.

oonneotton ... think )"011 ought to oonnlt frot••8or 0044 who. J know, he.

betn',.,reque.ted by the McCormloka to _it. a U.-f. ot C'JT\l' MoCormlok•
. J
,

I 8UC,••te4 to ldr. SWift tht po••lbllity ,that th. 10....14 In.

4uetJ!ittl Hu.um,mlcht flaG it uyS.aabl. to make a ooU.otlon- of red(Jf"U

and, .tmll..r material of t.\ 'hi.torto.l ••1u. and he said he, ..14 be gl..« to

pre.ent the matter at a ooming meeting of the 1rustees of the U:u.eum� H•

•••eel to tblnk it might· be taTorably reoeiYed and that tbiJ would be a goo4

arrangement tor t�e UUi....r.lty fl' -..11 .e tor the JAueeum.

Your••incarel".

DeAll Vi.. B. .Sptn..r
'acuity bchang.
"1,

Frederic O. Woodward
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RUDOLF A. CLEMEN

c
o
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May 19th 1927

Dean W. H. Spencer,
College of Commerce and Administration,
University of Chicago,
Chicago, Illnois

Dear Dean Spencer:

In taking up with Mr. C. W. Judd, Aoting Manager of the Chicago Association
of Commerce, the matter of his cooperating in gathering material for the
Business Historical Society, there are one or two matters which I should
like to bring to your attention.

I asked Mr. Judd if he would be willing to give letters of introduction to

representative men in different industries here which would open the way for
a graduate student this summer.;�' He was cordially disposed to do so, but sug
gested that in approaching any Chicagoan with a request for such material,
it would have greater weight fr he could be assured that the material would
be housed, for example, by the Universit� of Chicago.

I do not imagine there will be very much material gathered in anyone sunmer

and I am wondering if you would write me to the effect that the University
would be glad to receive any such material and house it as part of �he Business
Historical Society collection. I would refer to this letter in taking the
matter up further with Mr. Judd and I am sure it would help matters greatly.
I am writing you about this phase of the Historical Society work, since it is

impossible with Mr.'McCormick in Europe, to go ahead ��th the suggestion I
made previously concerning the McCormick Agricultural Library.

I should look forward with interest to hear ing from you.

Cordially yours,

(Sig;ned) Rudolf A. Clemen

RAe ZB

Original returned to Dean Spencer 6-1-27
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Ube U1ni�ersit12 of (tbicago

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

ttbe sceeet of commerce an� }l�ministtatton

May 20, 1927

Mr. Frederic C. Woodward

Faculty Exchange

My dear Mr. Woodward:

I am transmitting a letter which I just received
from Mr. Clemen with respect to housing materials
for the Business Historical Society at the Uni

versity of Chicago. In this letter he makes the

specific recommendation that the University of

Chicago now express its willingness to become a

"depository for this material.

I suppose there is no reason at all why within
our limited storage space we might not at least
become a temporary custodian of such materials.
I am not at all certain that we desire at this
time to contmit ourselves as a permanent custodian.
Indeed I wish that you, Mr. Marshall, Mr. Wright
and I might talk this whole situation over before

any commitment is made at all about the matter.

Yours sincerely,

WHS :Dt)
Enolosure



 



\tbe Ulni\?ersitl? of (tbicago
Ube scneer Of commerce ano R�mtntstratton

April 29, 1927

Mr. Frederic C. Woodv�rd

Faculty Exchange

My dear Mr. Woodvmrd:

In 1925 there was organized in Cambridge, Massachusetts, the
Business Historical Society. One of the moving spirits in the

organization of this Society is Edwin F. Gay, who is a member
of the Department of Economics in Harvard University. The

purpose of this organization is tffirst the preservation of busi
ness records generally and the literature of business history;
and secondarily the creation of a large, central collection."
Under the present plans of the Society it is proposed to make
the Harvard Graduate School of Business Administration the
central depository of the materials which they collect.

Some time ago Mr. Gay communicated with Mr. R. A. Clemen, a

Ph. D. in Economics from Harvard, now the Assistant Director
of Armour's Livestock Bureau in Chicago, asking for co-oper
ation in the collection of business records in the Middle West.
Mr. Clemen sought an interview with :Mr. Wright and :Mr. Rhoades
about this matter. He spoke of the possible undesirability of

carrying business records of the Middle West to a central de

pository in the East. He raised a question as to whether the

University of Chicago might be willing to act as a depository
for the Middle West. He spoke particularly of the collection
of materials on the International Harvester Company, which
Mr. Cyrus McCormick has brought together. So far as I know,
he has made no direct contacts with the McCormick family for

transferring this collection of materials to the Business
Historical Society. I am quite sure, however, that he has such
a transfer definitely in mind.

In connection with the situation there are certain issues which
it seems to me ought to be raised:

1) Should the University directly or indirectly raise the

question of becoming the we sbern depository of the Busi
ness Historical Society? The chief danger which I see

in doing this is that we may get ourselves into a sit
uation in which we become something of a side-show to
the Harvard Graduate School of Business Administration,
in spite of the fact that Mr. Gay says in his letter
that the Society, while co-operating closely with the
Harvard Business School, has a separate identity.
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ARMOUR'S LIVESTOCK BUREAU

April 7, 1927

Professor Chester W. Wright
Department of Economics

University of Chicago
Chicago, Illinois

Dear ,Professor Wright:

With regard to the matter of a nuoleus for a possible Business

History oolleotion in the University of C'hicago Library, I be
lieve I mentioned at our luncheon the possibility of using the
McCormick Agricultural Library belonging to Cyrus H. McCormick,
Sr.

The newspapers a few days ago contained an announcement to the
effect that the old McCormick residence had been sold. As this

library is at present housed in the stone stable attached to this

residence, it has occurred to me that in the very near future
other que�ters will have to be found for the collection.

Mr. Harold F. McCormick is one of the trustees of the University,
and it seems to me that it might be possible for the matter to
be taken up by the Board through President Mason and Mr. Harold

Swift, wlth the idea of laying before Mr. McCormick a. proposal
for the turning over of this collection to the University and

establishing of a fund for its maintenance and possible additions.

As the purpose of 1tr. Cyrus McCormick in having this material
brought together was to have a life of his father and a 'listory
of the agricultural implement industry written authoriiively, he
would probably stipulate that the University cooperate in seeing
that this purpose is carried out at sane time in the future. I
feel strongly that this collection would form a splendid nucleus
for the business history collection in this middle west area. It
is much easier to add to a substantial nucleus such as this, than
to create anew.

I shall be interested in hearing your opinion of this idea. If

you think', it has merit I shall be glad to go over it further with

you, or any University officials you may suggest. Incidently, I

may say that I have known Mr. Swift for a long time.

It was a great pleasure to have had an opportunity to lunch with

you at the Quadrangle Club a short time ago, and I appreciate
the opportunity to talk aver several ideas with you which I had
been cogitating upon, in a general way, for some time.

With kind regards

Cordially yours,

(Signed) Rudolph A. Clemen



 



Ube Ulni"ersit}? of (tbfcago
ltbe sceect Of commerce ano 1'\�mtntstfatton

-2-

Mr. Frederic C. Woodward

2) In any event, should the University adopt a passive
attitude which may result in valuable business re

cords and materials passing from our control into
the control of an eastern organization?

3) More specifically, should we at this time, in view
of the ·relation "which we have had with Mr. Clemen,
take steps looking to the acquisition of the McCormick
collection as a part of our general library?

I wish that we might establish at the University a Library of

Agriculture and Industry. The work which we have been doing,
particularly Mr. Marshall's Industry Studies and Mr. Duddy's
Terminal Marketing Studies would fit in admirably with such a

scheme. Our chief difficulty now in launching this or a simi
lar collection of material is inadequate library space.

I am transmitting the letter from Mr. Clemen which I showed you
this morning; and some material sent me by Mr. Gay bearing upon
the organization, plans and procedure of the Business Historical

Society. I recommend that this matter be taken up with Mr. Swift,
Mr. McCormick, or both with a view of determining what the Uni

versity wishes to do in this situation.

Yours sincerely,

llffiS: IL
Enclosures
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THE ARGUMENT

In October 1924 I registered at the Institute for the first
time as a candidate for a degree--the BoS., in Chemical Engineering.
I was advised by Dr e Lewis at the time to sign up for the Master's
degree without speoification, for which I was eligible. I preferred
the sound eng l.nee ri.ng training given candidates for the BQSo degree.
The Masteri s degree from Tech is no different from that obtained
from any other college--just 'a year of graduate wo rk , I planned to
remain at the Institute until SEm tember 1925 at wh:'ch time I ex-

p ec t ed to complete 8,11 the requirements for the degree, cr , if not
all complete at that time, to fini sh the work for the degree the �

follcwing summer, 19260 I had already been accepted as a student
by a professional scnco.l and it was most essential that I enter on

my professional training in September 1925(1

In March 1925 at the end of the 2nd term I was advi.sed that I
must wi thdravv from the Insti tute fer a period of nin,e mo rrths , No
deflnite r-eason was given; I never received a vo t e , The letter
stated that the case would not be discussed until after nine months.
Thru inexperience I did not know what to do though 1 t was outrageous.
Something rather terrible had occurred the first day of exams which
was purely the Institute's fault--and I am suepi cd oue it may have
been caus ed by Dro Lewt s--which made i t impossible for me to study
thereafter and. as a consequence I flunked some exeznt nata on s, I had
worked very hard during the term, however, and was carrying at the
time a load of 91 hours a weeko The nonnal load at Tech is 48 hours
a week which isconsidEn'ed stiff enough. No investigation could
possi ble have been made , The whole affair was shady and off-colort>
Later on one of the professors in Course X inadvertently stated that
the Department had had a hard time putting me out. I am convinced,
from what happened from February 1927 on, that this ac tf, on of the
Institute was brought about solely thru Dr., Lewis on personal
groundse This aotion on the part of the Institute, of course, made
it necessary for me to finish the work at Tech and get the degree
itself in Chemical Engineering before I could begin my professional
work elsewhere.

I withdrew from the Institute at the time in accordance with
my instructions of asking no questions for 9 months-- Oharg e of the
Li.ght Brigade stuff-- and matriculated for the master's degree in
��o()logy at another uni v€rsi ty to pass the time for the next 9 months 0

My work during this time had no bearing on any work at the Insti tute.

In Feb ruary 1926 I returned to the Insti tute. I went several
times during tl1EJ term to the Dean. to find out why I had been put out 0

My questions wert) always headed offo During the ensuing term I
carried a heavy course in number of hours, though it was not heavy
actually as much of it was repetition of work already pe rf'o rm ed
which I would have normally passed in March 1925" The Department
actun.lly tri ed to prevent me taking Heat En.gineering 80 as to hold
up my graduationo During the middle 5 weoks of the term I never

studied at all at night; I cUd not need tno I could have carr l ed
a great deal more but the Department refused to let me take m o re

than they were forced to allowo There was never any question of
my abili ty to carry the work" Dr IJ Lew-i.s l s a rgumerrt We"S that to
carry extra work was a IIfavorff and I was being punished for being
put out of the Institute the provious yearo This is an examplE:!
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of Dr , Lewis* s logic: He put i11e 01J.t the p revi ous year through
p e rso na.l moti ves and tih en proceeded. to puni sh me for being put out"

In June: I debated whether to fini sh the work for my mas t er � 8

d egr ee at anoth e r college that summe r or reuat n at the Insti tut e

f o r the sumz.e.r and t ake my B Q Sf) and :L� S � degrees the follovvlng year
f rom the Institute" I t a Lk ed with my Registration Officer about it
and decided to recain at tho InetltuteQ I also talked to Professor
MacInnes at this tiDe about writing a Daster!s thesis under hi� in
001101<:1s$ He 1h1..8 leaving "she Insti tut e however , T'h',), s meant that
the only people Lrrt erea t ed in Co Ll.o Ld Chemistry were in the Depart
ment of Oh erai.ca.L J!.:.ngineerluP.:' and, the:cofore, that would be the
Department in wh}" eh 'I would'-"have to take the M 0 S (J deg re e ,

By September 1926 I had accomplished less than I would have by
September 1925 if unmo Les t ed , I had had an enforced ye2,r of absence
from the Inc ti tute and because of that fact had been requi re d to
repeat work I wcuLd have normally passed by cond'i ti,on exarm.na't Lon if
I had remained at the Insti tuteo Yet by St:!ptember 1926 I had less
than a terril's wo rk to finish for the BaS. degree", I was in a posi
tion to leave tlle Insti tute and r etu rn the following summer and
comp Let e the required work. This was exactly what I had pLann ed to
do Ln Septernber 18250 But I could not leave the Insti tut e in
September 1926 to go to another Institute because � did not have the
degree itself e

.

I could have taken the B.S. degree in February, but prE�ferl�ed
to take it the following June instead so that during the n.l"st t e rm

I could take Some graduate courses gi ven only thcnSl The fact that
I exp eo t ed tot ak e ill y B. S. inJun e , and als0 exp ect ed to camp 1 e t e all
wc rk for the MoSo degr ee except the thesis by June, a.nd. 1Jvr:Lte tne
master's thesis itself in the summer, and take th(� ]LSo degree in
eeptember was known and di acus s ed by Dr 0 Lewi s and Professor IfD..cP.dams
during the registration in September 192621 I registered solely under
Dr � Lewi s im S(�ptei!.1ber 1926. It tool: about 3 weeks to settle the
regi at rata on , Dr� Lewt s refused to let me take mo re than the very
m Ln traum af.l.owed, I had ridtculo'L1..s1y Ii ttle work to do during the
term 0 In January 1987, just bero re the exams, cometmng happened
simil[-tr to what had occurred in 1iarch 19250 Ao cne learns by ex

perience, I went at once to an official and the matter was aet t Led
and nothing in that respect eve r occurred agat n , D'r , Lewis may have
caused it to happen, as I know at the end of the t e rm he was very
hop ef'uL that I would flunk out. At the end of the t�-::l1ll D'r , Lewi s

stated, however, that my work had been better than ever before&

In Fe bruary 1927 , at the end of the first term, I went to
Professor Has Lem , who was in charge of the graduate students in
Course X, to me..k e t'o rma.l application for the lL.Do cl::�p;:ree<ll Pr0-
fessor Wal'd was taktng his place t empo rc.ra Lv , We talked for qui, te
awn i.Le and I submt t t ed the schedule of courses I W], shed to take.
Professor Ward. said that my appf.t cat Lon and. ach eduLe had to be
presented to the Graduat e Oommt ttee whi ch met the folJ.owing week ,

The proposed sch edu.l e consisted of over 800 haul's of 1:.., courses in
001..use X and sufficient B courses to equal 144:0 hou.cs , Professor
Wr:ud said to come around the f'o Ll.owi.nrr week after the Gradua't e

Oommi ttee had met.
,-'
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Dr. Lewis had p romi.s ed 'mr to have my s che du.Le arrange d
before the begi nning of the term as I expected to take a. heavy
course and wan ted to begin studying in peace and qui et the fi rst
of the t erm VJi thout the usua.L f'uro r , 1:y re.Lo.t.Lonn wi t.h my Depal't
mont the previous term had been very p Lcasarrt-c- as they had been
'11'1 all previous terms except in the regist:ration periods when Dr.
Lewis was always trying to hold up registration.

On the Saturday before the beginning of the 2r.urt t e.rm I we.rt
to the Department to s�e about registration. Dr. Lewis, Professor
Hasla.l11, Professor MacAdams, and Professor Ward devoted t·he who Le
morning to it. It was wild. Th(;; Depa rtm ent want ed me to take two
of the bi g quarrt i t ati ve cours es Ln Course X e I had already planned
to take Dr. Lewi e � 8 Thermodynamics. They warit (:jd me to take in addi
tion er the r Heat Tn1nBfer thru Ptpea: c i: Di at t Ll.at ton , I kn ew wnat
I was goin:; to do· a.fter Leavl ng . Tech and that it was absolutely
idiotic to take either of +h em , Moreover the course I had elected
was almost identi cal wi th that recommended by Pro f e aeo J_... Hasla.m him
self for a woman student the previous September working f'o r the 1£.8.
degree in Course X. He had r ecomn ende d amcng other' thj.ngs Thermo�
dynamics, Col10i ds , X-Rays, and Physi cal Chdyti stry-- only one of the
bi g quanti tati ve cour aes , She, however, had be en tnt er eat eel in

plant work, and had taken another quantitati ve course \7i th Professor
Haslam's expressed disapproval. In my case, however, as soon as I
had expressed a desire to take these same courses, the Department
at once insisted on the opposite thing. That was typical of the
atti tude of the Department throughout the term _,.- as soon as I said
I wanted something they said I must do the opposi tee In February
they had said that the courses Ln Colloids and X�Rays were not any
good. ..., t�16 only good courses given by the Departmcnt were those
taught by Dr. Lewl s and Professor MacAdarns. Th\:; most violent re

actions of the Department were caused by my taking th ree lit t Le
courses-- Cytology, Pho tomt c rog raphy , and Optical Chrystal1ography--
180 hours in all. One would have thought that I was offering 1000
hours of these COUTses fo r a Che;:ai cal Engind8ring degre e , . Fi ret
of all none of the Department had ever h ea rd of them and could not
pronounce them. There were; sno zt s of disgust about my wanting to
take IIbugologyll and they asked me "Why in hell do you want to take
such rot? Why not take a good course like Heat Transfer tih ru Pipes?''''
Professor MacAdarlls finall y wrote a memor-andum of what work I wou Ld
fini sh by June for the M. S. d-t}gres acco rding to 12 noon, February 5,
1927. I then went in to SE)� Professor, .Haslar.a. He had the nerve to
suggest that I take the degre� without specification, although I was

·offt.;:ring OV(;Jr 8.00 hours of A subjects including Tbesis in the course

from which I would. gE!t my B.S. degree. I asked 11im if the Depart
ment in that cas e would app rove m y p rog ram of study as offered with
out further fuss. He sai d it would; he said in that case I c su'Id
take what I p Le as ed p rov i de d I met the ordinary ruLe e ,

I went to see Dean Talbot about the m.rt t e r of the M.S. degree
on Reg'i s t ra.t Lon Day, February 7th. I told him tl1at I p Larmed to
get the M. S. degree in Sepee:11be;r arid the IJ. S. in June. He said that
the Institute would be very glad to give me the U.S. degree if I
presented the requisi te number of pot.rrt s , I told him that the De
partment would approve my chosen course of study only if I agreed
to take the U.S. degree without sp8cifioation, though I was offering
over 800 hours of ;,\ SUbj(1CtS in the Department from whLch I was

getting my B.S. degree. He said that Vilas without his jurisdiction
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and sent Lie to Dr. Goodwin who VIJB in char-ge of gr adua.t e s t udent s ,

D.r , Oo odtrin said t h e question of tal:ing a degr(je wi th or wi thout
specification lay with the Depart�ent, yat it is nost distinctly
stated in the catalogue that g radua't e s of the lnsti tute take the
de g zee vIi th spec i fi c 3.t i on if they P res ent 800 h au r s 0f A sub j e c t s

in the depa rtrrent in whi c11 they recet ved the B t> S f) degree a Later
crt Dro Goodwin used this catalogue as his ill b'l,e , It ought to work
at 8.11 th:�ese As I could do nothing further, I agreed to take the

degree wi thout specifi ca't i on , 1'he next time Deem Talbot saw me he
asked what I had decided to do and I told him that I would take the

degree without specifica�ion.

The p re vt.o ue Septe:l:bsr I he..d VJ[m ted to take the big gTaduat e

course in Theoretical Checist ryo Pro r e aso r Bh e rrLl.L sat d it was

foolish to repent the work, and, after going back and forth be
tween Dr" Lewis and P'ro re s so r Sherrill aeve re.L timt3s (Dr. Lewis
said he could no !11 •.)1'B advise me about Physical Chemistry than he
could Musical AppreciationL), I had finally agreed with DrcSherrill
to take the 4th t ere of Phys t ca'l Chel:�ist ry with Course V and follow
it in the 2nd t e rm wi th D'r , Lewi.s t a TherrwdynaJ.:dcs" Drq Lewis knew
at the tim.e I registered that I was planning to offer the COurse as

graduate c redt t , In F'ebruary, however, the Department said that
they would accept the Theoretica.l course only if I could get it ap
proved by the GradUllte Corn:1ittee; they would l'l1ake no ef f'o rt to get
it app rovcd , 'rhey laughed and settled back wi th sati afac t ion , It
seel':;'S that Oourse X had just had a fight wi th the G:;:'aduato (1o[11::i ttee
about giving graduate credit to a student who took the undergraduate
course. by r:.Jistake. The Com:c:i ttee said in the future they would.
not grant g radua't e c re da t for the undergraduate cou r se , I went to
see Dr , Sheri"ill i(T:�ediately about it, telling hi::1 that I had taken
the course wtth the understanding that it was a graduate course.
He said he thought it was too and telephone:l to DrC) Goodwin to see
how it was rrrt ed , Dr. Goodwin answered without hes i.t at i on that of
COUI' se it was a graduat e course for all those who were not in Course
V • I had Dr� Sherrill telephone the verdict down to Professor
Haslru:: and then I werrt down to the Depar tzien t , They were nad enough
to bi teo Dr? Lewis started yelling and kept it up for the next six
mo ntih s , And in August 1927 Dro Lewis wa s still maintaining, in
spi t e of Dr" Goodwin! s ruling, that he was doubtful whether or not
this was a graduate course�

Just after my interview with Dr� Sherrill, I went to Dr�
Lewis to ask him if I would have to take the ££emoi r Course. He had
practically p rom.i s ed n.e that I could substitute a course taken two
year-s before because it was then required for the degree , If I had
taken my degree in Feb rua.ry this substitution would have been allow
ed as a n.at t er of course" The r£emoir course was designed to teach
us how to hang on to our shirts. It counted as 75 hours, and I-I
was asking for the substitution so as to get tn n:ore of the courses
I needed before leaving �he Institute� I would get no extra credit
by this substitution, for I already had graduate credit for this
course I was offering as a substi tute , Iir , Lewis as sured me at the
top of his voice that I would have to take the Memoir CouTee, tha�
he considered ita If favor" to excuse me from t akt.ng it, and that he
would grant me no f'avo r s , I die. not question Dro Lewis's decision
:

though I thought it very unfair, and put it en my schedule wi thout
further comc.ent , Later Dr. Lewis gave as another reason for his
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forcing me to t ake the course the f'ac t that the CO'rporation
20 years before had put that course in the curriculur.: and D'r s Lew i s

wan t ed to know what he wouLd say to the Corpoxation if tht·: membe rs

aake d h im why I had not taken tn;'; c our-s e , I had no idea th e Cor

poration exhibited. ouch paternalist: or took such a rn nut e t nt e re st
in the Institute's affairo and I m:: sending each membe r a copy of
this thesis so that they will know all about t t , lLoreovl�r, I later
on applied tho principles I learned in this course to Dr. Lewis's
s ta temerrt s and he would get mad and yell� .,

.

About Thursday of that week I went to Dr. Lewis to get my
thesis changed; I found tha.t the work assigned to me had already
been performed. Dr. Lewis said that he would not change the thesis.
He talked and y�lled as if he had come out of the gutter. I had
gotten a thesis topt c the previous June from Mr. Brian Mead. I
asked for a thesi s in Colloids. He gave me exactly what I wanted.
I did not have time to work on the thesis during the su�ner. In
September Mr. Mead left the Institute. I went to Dr. Lewis for a

thesis as he was the only man Lnt e reat ed in Colloids. He gave me a

different thesis. Dr. Lewis had specified when I registered in t�
fall that I was to do 135 hours work on thesis. I had time enough
during the fall term to do the complete theSis if I had ever been
given a clean-cut topic. I never did find out what Dr. Lewis waS

really after for the very good reason that he did not know himself.
But even if I had finished the thesis as given out to me, and no

matt er how many hours I had spent on it, I am posi ti ve that Dr. Lewis
would have said that I had only done 135 hours of work. In February
I went to Dr. Frolich and sat.d that the thesis appeared to be al:teaey
done. Dr. Frolich said that he had not thought it a very good
thesis when it was ussigned, but Dr. Lewis had been so anxious to
have it done. Dr. li'rolich said t�1at I would get credi t for the work
I had done on the thesiS and of course would get another theSis.
During the fi ret t e rm I had become tremendously interested in X-Rays.
As long us the thesis had to be chang ed , I wanted to do an X-Ray
thesis. I had definitely planned to do my master's thesis in X-Rays
under Dr. Clark. I had spoken to Dr. Clark about it during the first
t(;3I'm, and Ln Jemuary he had dc f'Ln t t e Ly assigned me a topic. I want
e d to do the undergraduate thesiS in X-Rays so as to get the pre
liminary training in technic and so be bet t e r prepared to do a good
job wi th the master's theSis. About a dozen X-Ray theses weN:

.

offered for any students who wt sned to work in that department for
the und.erg radurrt e thesis.

Dr. Lewis insisted that the thesis assigned had not been done

already, even after I hud brol�ht him the literature on the subject
ar.d he had locked himself in his room wi th Dr. Frolich to tell him
if he was right. Dr. Lewis refused to let me work with Dr. Clark
because he had no control over him. I had gotten an honor in the
first term of X-Rays much to Dr. Lewis's chagrin. He actually went
to Dr. Clark and asked him why he had given me such a mark , Dr.Lewis
knew I was really interested in X-Rays and wo uLd undoubt ed.Ly earn

a good mark in trie thesis which he would be powerless to prevent
being given because Dr. Cls,rk was not under Dr. Lewis's thumb ,

Dr. Lewis gave as his reasons for his decision:

1. He wanted to be sure that I wrote a good thesis and he
said he had tl1(� best judgment of any man Ln the Department.
He said wi th great pride that he never had made a mistake
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in judgment. (This is important as I think most of whE"t
happ eried later �Nas done to mat nt ai.n this absurd r'eputa

tLon ) ..

2. He wanted me to work on Borne subject he kn6w about (yet
it was later evident that he knew nothing of the subj ec t-'
I asked him if he and Dr. Clark could not get together.
He said no, he was going to supervise this thesis him
self alone. Yet every time in the next several months I
wen t to Dr. Lewis for directions he had to call in Dr.

Fro Li, ch to tell him what to do).
3. He wanted me to show originality. (HiS idea of origin

ali t y , apparently, was to "lOrk on something that everyone
else fmniliar with the subject had known for the lust
25 years., Moreover during the thesis work I was given
moat explici t instructiono and ordered to perform the;
thesis exactly as I was told.)

On the Satuday after Re�.stration Day I had finally worked
out my program. Dr. Lewis had refused to tell me how many hours I
could carry till the very last thing Saturday before Registration
Day. I went to my Registl�8,tion Officer and registe:red for 975 hours.
Professor MacAdams then said that Dr. Lewis wanted me to si��

.

statement that if I receiyed an F in any of mL\ln.dergr0duate sub
jects including thesis I would accept the penalty_i_m.p_osed by th�
Department, which penalty would be the maximuri1 the De:p'artment could
il11pose-- 600 hou��<;?i_ac!9-itional work and.a ne�i1l thesi.s" I said I
thought ik. the most outrageous demand I had ever h ea rd of in any
college. Professor MacAdams then inadvertently let fall that the
Department had had a hard tim0 putting me out in March 1925-- I
carried at that time 91 hours a week of work-- and the Department
did not want to take a chancu on interference again. Professor
lL3.cAdo.ms said I would not have to sign the s tu+ement if I agreed
not to toke any extra work. (If I did not take any extra work I
would not have enough credits to take my master's degree the fol
lowing September. That was the purpose of the request.) I agreed
to sign the statement wi th a protest as to such treatn�ent; I was

not afraid of not passing the work. When I said I would sign the
paper, Professor MacAdruns would not let me. He went in to see Dr.
Lewis. Dr. Lewis came flying in and said .that he would refuse to
let me take Advanced Calculus; it would be a IIfavorll• I have been
around the Institute for quite a while and I never saw such a rush
to take any more Calculus than was absolutely required that only
the favored few could take it. Moreover he had absolutely no right
to prevent me from taki ng the course if I so desi red!; However, it
would not have looked well to have me pass an advanced math.course.
I had previously said that this course was the one I wanted to take
most as I needed it in subsequent ';'10 rk , This cut my number of hours
down to 840. Dr. Lewis then stated that he would not allow De to
take more than

.

840 hours. He had previously promised to let me

take as many hours as I wantedo 840 hours is only 56 hours a week;
975 hours is only 65 hours a week. I asked him if he would not
increase the allowed number of hours to 870 so that I could take a

30 hour course t n Machine Tool Lab , , a course I had been most
anxiOUB to take for several years but could never fit into my
schedule. I would get no graduate credit for it, of course.
Dr. L ewi s said no ,':
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On Registration Day, the 7th of F'eb ruady , I had gone to Dean
Talbot 9 I told him I had only 330 hours more to complete for the
B � S. degree and asked him if the Department could wi thhold the
degree. He said I would get the degree automatically provide9:_,
o f cou..rse, I w£'.s

.. r�commE?n(q€td.by th.� professo_L�.mder whom I wrote my
thesis �-- which was almost automatic. ldter my Lnt e rvt ew with
IS-rof-essor MacAdams and Dr. Lewi s on the Saturday after Regi at rat i on

Day, I went again to Dr, Talbot. Incidentally I refused to register
under the tCrD.1S laid do wn , I told the Dean th8.t Dre Lewi.s had prom
ised me that I could tiak e as many hours as I wan t sd this te rm , that
h e now' refused to let me tab;. more t han 840, 75 of which were in a

course he had virtually promised to Let :C1e substitute for, that he
had made the outrageous demand that I must sign a e tab enent agreeing
to take the max lrrun penalty if I flunked any undergraduate courses,
that he had refused to let me take Calcl.1.lus though I was eligible
for it, that he was forcing me to take a thesis absolutely against
fJ.Y will and one in wh Lch I was not interested. The Dean said he
would ask Dr. Lewis to COGe around and explain his actions, as he
had overstepped his authority. He said I could not be required to
ta.ke a thesis I did not want. He said he would see about the Math.
He added that I had con e at Q. bad tim:e fo r htm to do anythi ng for
me as he was leaving the Institute the follo\nng Wednesday to take
a trip for his health. Professor Merrill was present during part
of this interview as Dean Talbot asked him to listen to what Dr.
Lewis was demanding.

Dean Talbot saw Dr. Lewis with the result that Dr. Lewis c&�e

back to me boiling mad saying that if I wanted to wri te a thesis I
had to take thb one he had given me; if I did not want it, just let
him know as he hoped I would not write it. He actually asked me to
leave the Institute. He was wilde) A child can recognize hate and
fury. Everything I wan ted or any request I made was met wi th a re

fusal. He used every dev�ce, every vulgarity, anything he could
think of to make it uo unpleasant that I would leave the Institute.
There was nonrung quia'ttor dignified about it. He would yell at the
top of his voice every time he spoke to me so that everyone wi thin
a block of his office heard every wo rd, Of course they only heard
his side. I talked onLy to Dean Ta.lbot, Dean Gocdvn n , Professor
Merrill (the Secretary of the Faculty), ASSistant Dean Lobdell, ru1d
finally to President Stratton. \rvl1{;:m Dr. Lewis found out that I was

not swayed by what he said, that all I wanted was to be left alone
so as to quietly do some ae rf.o us study, that I knew defini tely what
I was going to do and was shaping my plans to meet those ends, and
that I never expected to look at a Chemical Engineering book after
graduation and did not want the Department to � t me a job, he bent
his entire energy seeing that I did not study the things I especiall7>Y
wanted and for which I was paying; he n.ade the whole term a perfect
brawl and like a madhous e so that quiet study was utterly impossible;
and through mali cious Ii es he did all he could to di scredi t 1:1e as a

student. I never had any special trouble dOing the work at Tech.
He dete rmi ned in February to do all in his power throughout the t e rm
to prevent me getting the B�Sn degree; and I am sure that he planned
in February that if he could not p�event my getting the B.S. degree,
at least I should not get the ilLS", degree. He prevented me from
taking certain courses in Fub ruary on the sold ground that "they would
not look so well on my record when he would have to specify why the
Department refused to accppt me as a g raduate student. Thi s state
of aff'at rs was known to all the membe rs of the Department. Not one



. ,

"
,

"

"

r .

,

"



8

of therJ said one thing to stop Dr. Lewis except Dr. Clark, wi th the
result that Dr. Lewis flew at hfrn so that Dr. Clark handed in his
resi gnati on.

In the m ean tar;e I was not regi stered. To agree to Dr. Lewis IS
deoands neant to sacrifice all ny carefully worked out plans Qnd
cake the year a waet ed o ne , It VIas not a case of silly stubbornness
as the Depa r tcierrt tried to infer. I sent a peti tion to the Peti tions
Comrrl t t e e , the only means a student has 'of bartering with the Facult:w,
stating that I could no longer respect Dr. Lewis as a teacher; that
I thought an apology wa.s due :::e publicly because of Dr. Lewis's
conduct and his shouts and yells; I requested that I be allowed to
take Advanced Calculus for which I was eligible and which Dr. Lewis
had no power to prevent :�.:e taking other thUL"1. force; I requested that
I be not forced to take a thesis against 1.1Y will. I told Professor
l'Lerrill to S6(: Dr. Lewis pe raone.Ll, y and sef.;; if he could not arbi trate
a settlecent wi thout having the Depar-tn ent '

s conduct spread allover
the Insti tut e , He did so, but Dr. Lewis told him gently that he was

very sorry if I thought he was unjust but he could not help that.
The corning of the day the Cm::ci ttee n e't I went to Professor Merrill
to learn the reau l.t , He told we the above and said he would present
the peti tiol1 to the Cor:1Gi t t ee and explain Dr·. Lewis f s atti tude and
not ask Dr. Lewis to be present. Dr. Lewis had actuallY told pro
fessor 1Eerrill that th0 reason he had wanted 1:1e to si gn the statenent,
provided I took extra hours, was to Lnp ress upon n e tl1e Lmpo rtance
of the undergraduate wo rk l I talked to Professor Eerrill for about
a half hour with the result that Prof. �errill telephorWtl!_to Dr.
Lewis and asked him to come to the Committee meeting and explain
his actions. There was much excitement and going back and forth.
Everyone explained to 1:1e that nothing would come of it because the
Head of the Department I s word is practically law. I finall y wi th..
drew thb petition bt:lieving that it would do no good. This was

Friday of the 4th week s of the t erm , Prof. Merrill had stated that
he did not think I would be allowed to start the Calculus this late.
It was a 135 hour course. Yet on the following Monday I went
around to my Registration Officer and registered finally, thereby
starting 840 hours the beginning of the 5th week. This withhold-
ing of my registration had pushed the hours of work up from 56 to
76 hours a week.

The we�k before the Co�reittee met I had gone to Assistant
Dean Lobdell who was taking Dean Talbot's place during the latter's
absence and asked him if he could not arbitrate a settlement of
this fight so that I could register and settle down to work. That
is a legi ticGete request to make of a Dean if there ever was one.
And. what did he say? When I first went into his ..office he was much
flustered. His reply to my request was, "Did you get a lett er I
wrote you?" I had received a letter saying that I was removed from
the pro vt s rona.L list of students, which did not nean much to me as

I had never found out what being on the list inplied. I told hiD
I had received the letter. Kr. Lobdell then drew a long breath and
relaxed and stated that he could not do anything about Dr. Lewis.
He wanted to know if the Head of the Department could not require
a student to take a certain thesis. Dean Talbot had told 1:18 most
emphatically he certainly could not and that Dr. Lewis had therein
exc e eded his authori ty. If..r. Lobdell was just hedging. He was

afraid to interfere. This might not be very courageous or ethical
but it was practica, for what would happen to l�r. Lobdt,�ll if he



'

..

.'
'



9

started givi.ng di reo t iona to Dr. Lt;.!wi,s? Some one would have to
gather up the remains. Er. Lobdell's hesitancy at first had been
caused by the fact that if I had still been a provisional student
r was under the jurisdiction of a committee who would have been
forced to intercede� I had evidently been removed qUick as a wink
from the provisio�al list to prevent such a contingency from aris
Ln g , I did not realize this at once. When I did, I had to laugh
l� Ur.,Lobdellls face.

On l�onday of the 5th week of the term I finally registered.
It was evident that no one would interfere-- the Faculty was too
sea red, Professor 1£acJ�dam8 made me sigh the paper stating that if

,I flunked an undergraduate course I would get the limit I could be
imposed. I took only 840 hours. I did not take Calculus.

Shortly afterwards I sent in another petition to the Petitions
Committee, as the matter was too grave to let pass. I demanded to
be told the reason why I had been put out of the Insti tute in 1925
as fron Dr. Lewis's actions since February, stripped of all pretense,
made it pretty certain that the matter then had been wholly personal.
Also I run convinced that Dr. Lewis said something either at that

"

time or when I returned in February 1926, the truth of which state
ment he was frantically trying to bring about to prove that he
never made a mistake. In the pet! tion r:also said that Dr. Lewis
was telling untruths about me, that he was trying to discredit me,
and hurt my future. I also requested that the thesis aSSigned be
investigated and that I be given a new thesis. I requested to be
allowed to come before the Committee and state my case. This pe-
ti tion of mine certainly brought grave charges which should have
had immediate investigation unless these are the principles for
which the Tech Faculty stands, or unless they are a bunch of crooks.
Yet I never even received a reply. Just before graduation I asked
Professor ]£errill what had become of the petition and he replied
shortly that the Committee did not care to consid8r th8 petition-
t_hey thought it beneath my digni ty to ask for 8.11 investigation.
Wgich mL�nt of course that the Committe8 did not dare consider it •

.As to the thesis, Dr. Lewis said I would continue VIIi th the
thesis aSSigned in the fall or do none. I had expressly asked for
laboratory technic. Dr. Lewis said in FebruQry that the thesis
would be mathematical wholly. I went to the Ii t era.tu re again about
the thesis. I was never qui te sure what Dr:> Levvis was aft e r , I
searched carefully, anbodied the results in a required Preliminary
Report, and submt tted this to Dr, Lewl B the last of Apri 1. This
Preliminary Report is required of all students, and is an integral
part of the final thesis.. I t also contains a revi ew of the Ii t era

ture and the method of procedure suggested0 Dr. Lewis read it,
rushed over to shut the door (r had asked for an apology as Dr.
Lewis had been yelling all these insults before everybo�y), and
shut it, and then came yelling back to me -that I had s Lapp ed his
fac es I had merely wri tt en the repo rt as outlined in the Lrro t ruc-.. ·

tions given by the Departmento I had reviewed the litorature with
the conclusion that the t0pic as s.l gn ed had been finish.l'jd 15 to 25
years before (i t was in tlv; ] i t e re.ture , there was 1:.0 f3 ec ret about
it or especial difficulty ill f'Lndi ng it) If I further s tat ed tn-at if
I had ever found out the d'Jfini-ce' topi c as ai gned in October I could
have finished the thesis i:n. the first t€lm� Dr" Lewis behaved
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Li.ke [1 Gpoi Led child of 5 in a temper. And I Laughed at him
boccuse he WaD ridiculous� Dr. Lewis thon called in Dro Frolich.
He told rir. Frolich that I had not understood the thesis and m en....

tioned whn.t he had gi ven me , It w.::w the first time :fJ:e had ever

said thiG topic in his life to eel) It was absolutely different
from what he had given nco Fu rt.h e rr.o re , it had no pa r't i cu'La.r sig-
nl f l cano e , Dr" Le'lHis said. it suddenLy so as to deny that I had
been correct the first of the tern when I s�id that the thesis had
already been don e , He said the first thing that carle into his mind.
It was then that I knew that Dr" Lewis did not know one earthly
thing about the th(:;sis he had given meo .A1so the Depar-traerrt '

s Lack
of knowledge of the subj ect of A:·:lino Acids was shocking", Dr , Lewis
is supposed to be en authority on Geletin. Dr. Lewis then dictated
a .Let t e r telling E10 what I was supposed to do and what to include
in the final ·write-up of the thesis.. I stuck to th2.,t letter. The
p robLem , done the wtJ,y Dr , Lewis told m e to do it, would never have
been gi ven as a tl1esis for it VIaS -too ai.mp Le-e- it could have been
gi ven to a Bcphomo re as an ex ercls e ,

I went to work on the thesis and worked very hard so as to get
it done consi derably before the end of the term. I fini shed the
problem assigned. This was about ten days before the end of the
term. I had neglected "all work to rush the thesis thru� I now ex

pected to do the back work and prepare for the examinations 0 I had
plenty of time for this. Dr. Lewis was away at the t i.me , Yv"hen he
returned I w�nt to see him. The results of the thesis were entirely
negati vee I knew they were going to be that before I started and
tried to tell Dr. Lewis so, but he would not believe it. Dro Lewis
looked at my results and then handed out a new problem--onc which
would take at least three months to dd prcperlYe Besides, it had
no earthly use. He was just clutching at anything, as usual, to
avoid saying he had made a mistake. I went back to the laboratory
to do what was assigned. The thesis was mle in 5 days. All the
members of my class had finished their laooratory work and were

checking out of the laboratory. Some of the� th0ses had already
been handed in. And at this time I was told to begin a new thesis.

I finished the thesis and turned it in at 20 minutes of five
on Friday. It was due not later than 5 on Friday� The thesis
represented exaotly two dayst work in the laboratory� (On Wednesday
I had to do Chrystollography all day e ) It toaR: me about half a day
to write the Foreword. I nearly cried at what I left out, but I
thought I had bett er be discreet e I only wrote fi ve lines, stating
that the thesi s subject had been chan ged nune ro us times and that I
had protested against the use of impure chemicals. Yet the Depart
ment later insisted that I had been insulting. The thesis, of
course, was worthless. Not only did it r ep reaenf too little ex

perimental work, but it was a p rcb'l.em that would require the
minutest care and time to have it mean anyt.hLng , .And above !:1Y
vigorous protest I. was made to use Iripur e reagant s and conduct the
work under absurd conditions. Dre Lewis told me for heaven's sake
not to be so fussy. The day the thesis was due I had a final in
Chemical Engineering. I had. exactly one hour to study for the
examination. For the last fi v e days I had worked almost il1.cessant·_
Ly , And I had not looked at Chemical Engineering for the past three

�eeks, devoting the time to thesis. I was furious to be made to go
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to a final examination in such a state of preparation. My degree
d . ep erided on passing that final. Yet this was exactly what Dr. Lewis
b.:"3_l1 planned- .... to try to make m e not get the thesis in and to fJ..unk
Chemical Engineering a.tso , You remember the paper Dr. Lewis made me

el gn in February c a.i.l.ed for action in such a cont tngency, I passed
the examination in Chemical Engine�ring, but that does not change the
outrageous action of Dro Lewis.

About the last of llay I happened to drop into Dr. Lewis's
office� He was just in the act of dictating the title of my thesis
to go in the graduation programo I heard what he said and protested
immediately that the ti tIe had nothing to do wt th the thesis. Every
thing stopped for an hour whi.Le we had a "conf e renc eu , Dre Lewis did
not even know what the words he had used meant. I told him that he
could not define words one way while every other chemist in the
country defined them another wayo I told him that one of the most
important things he had to learn in life was to conform, and that at
his age it was about time he learned that. The final title, as usual,
was exactly as Dr. Lewis had first stated it as he insisted that he
was right. lind, accordingly, when I handed in my thesis, I wrote the
title on the front page and wrote ab�ut something else.

My thesis, after being turned in to Prof 0 Merrill, to be check
ed off, was then returned to the Department. The theses, as a gen
eral rule, are never even read by the professors of Course X unde r

whom the work is oarried on, as it is too much bother. Yet Dr.Lewis
gave my thesis to some one else to read who knew nothing of the cir
cumstances connected wi th its wri ting. Moreover, there was nothing
really to write about. Dr. Lewis said he did this because he did not
want to be considered unfairl The verdict was that I had done a very
poo r job on the thesis. About a week before graduation, the Faculty
meets to vote the degrees. The students are arranged into two groups ;

(1) Those who have passed all their work and are sure to graduate;
(2) those who have failed in something or have done poor work on
thesis. I understand the first group are passed at once. These in
the second group are discussed individually� I was placed in the
second group because I "had done a poor job wi th the thesis". In
cidentally I did a swell job wi th that thesis and I had at that time
over 1000 hours in .excess of the degree-- more than any other student.
I was voted the degree. Prof. MacAda�s and Prof. Haslam later ex

plained what had been done with gustoc They gave the impression to
the rest of the Faculty, evidently, that I had had a terribly hard,
time getting thru and had written a poor theSiS, but I had worked so

hard that as a II favor" I might be gi ven the degree. You will recall
that Dean Talbot had said in February that the only way my degree
could be held up was not to be recommended by the professor under
whom I had written the theSis. And that Dr. Lewis had refused to let
me register in February unless I Signed a paper saying that if I
failed to pass my theSis I should get the maximum penalty. You will
recall that I said in February that Dro Lewis 'JIlas trying to make me

fail on the thesis. You will recall that Dr. LewiS kept changing
the thesi s, the last time fi ve days before it was due. In the last
interview I have never seen a person look mOre hunted and desperate.
He knew I had him on the thesis and that he had made an awful ass of
hims elf. Yet, wi th a nerve whi ch I am fo rced to admi re, he sti 11
carried out in June what he had planned to do in Feb ruary, vrnat do
facts mean to a man who has got to maintain that he never made a

mistake?
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I have sent Mr. Ford, the Bursar, a bill for $80021 .

( 38 5/ 14LbO x 300) 'the am0untIpat d 0 f tui t ion for: thesis, andin
stJ�"cted him to balance his books by collecting $80 from Dr.?Lewis�
I was ferced to work as a private assistant to DrG Lewis though I waS

a s tuderrt and paying for instruction which I never got.

The Monday before graduation I was not t fi ed that I was to

g radua t e , On graduation day I refused to ma rch up and get the di-
p Loma , I would have t.h rovm it in the Prusident t S face. I t was only.
after several days +hat I fin8.11y decided to go around to the office
and get the di.p Loma , Not to do so would have been too great a sati 8-
facti on to Dro Lewi S I)

The mocm n g of the 31st of lLay I had my last examt na td on , That
afternoon I went to Dro Clark to get my thesise I had a 700 hour
thesis to do that summe r and I knew that I had no time to waste. I
thougn t I was free at last from t:1e juri sdi c t i o n of Dr 0 Lewi sand
under the Graduate commt t t ee , Dr. Clark told me to com e back in two
days. I was going to collaborate wi th an instructor over at Harvard
a.nd h-: 'wanted to see hi.m , In the niean t Ime I wen t to Professor Haslam
t o ha _",;., the sumra e r research card Signed by hlra , Professor Lewis was
out of town for several weeks and the Depa.r tm errt did not know how to
act. ;lr�·H.;y compromised by saying that they had decided that I c ouLd
not wcrk for the mas t e r '.a degree. I said that r:.y p ro g ran had been
approved by the::. Ln February , They haggled and said it had not. My
r es ea rch was approved provisionally on Ly , Dr. Lewis had told Dr.
C lark in February that I could wri t e �l1Y mas t er

' s thesi sunde r him the
following auun e r , And I had asked Prof. Ha.sLam expressly if there
we re any strings on the master's thesis and he had said there were
none-- that I could wri te on any subj ec t , Yet Prof" MacAd.ams and
Prof. Haslam in thE: next two or three days went to Dro Clark and told
him that the Chemical Engineering Department would demand that my

,

mas t.e r t e theSis be (1) non-biological, (2) be o rf.gLna.l , (3) be il'l1-
mediatuly publishable. The' fi rst demand was riade because they knew
I t nt ended to write a biological thesiS a.nd they hoped that maybe if
prevented f rom doing this I would wi thdraw e The biological the.sis I
was to do was wo rk accepted by the Research Laboratory of Applied
Chemistry several years before which up to that time had not been
touched because there hs.d been no one who knew enough about biology
to do it. You will notice that the Department was demanding origin
ality (though why Dr. Lewis should harp on that I do not see) in the
ma a't ei s thesis though they had not allowed a speck of it in the
bachelor's thesiso Also they were dem.anding ori ginali ty from me in a

field in the laboratory end of which I was totally untrained. You
wi 11 recall that I made strenuous efforts to be allowed to wri te my
bachelerts thes�8 in X-Rays as I knew I was going to do my master's
thesis in this field and wanted the training. You will recall that
Dr. Lewi s would not let me do this, saying I must show "originality"
in my oaoh eLo r t s thesis. Apparently I was to get the laboratory
trainirlg in X-Rays t.h ru prayer. As to the demand that the thesis
be Immcdt at e'Ly publishable, that was said I am sure wi th the inten
tion o,' submi tting my thesi s to one of the journals to see if it was

acceptable, as none of the leaders of the gang knew anything of X
Rays , D::_'. Clark rose to the occasion and ga.ve rJe a thesis any results
fTO::1 which would be publ i ahab Le , It was in textiles, however, in
which I had not the slightest interest. He said he could not give
r::.e the l,lological thesis, and later when I decided I did not want
this type of thesis anyway but one that would train me in the funda
mentals of X-Ro..y science, Dr. Clark would not gi ve l:H-: thi's because it
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would not have been il:lr..:edio.tely publishable. He soJ.d hf.ns eLf that
th::.13 W(_l,S the type of thesi s that I nee ded , As I had SOGe vl�ry epec i t'
i0 needs and hD,d not the t i.ne for �U1y more nons eris e , I protested this
action. I thought I had stood enough of Dr. Lewis's temperanent"
'I'hoD Professors MacAdams arid He,sl:'Jll1 actually had the nerve to tell
nr , Clark that he must not t rrt o.rr.e re and that he Wo.,8 not now a memb e r

of the Institute's ]'aculty but of the university to which be was

go ing , 'VV'hen I camde clown to see Dr. Clark the next day after the
previous Lrrt e rvt ew , Drl) Clark told me what had been said and advised
me to get right cut of the Institute as the Department of Chemical
Enginet.;ring was going to do all in its power to prevent me from get
ting the master's degzee , As this conduct on the part of Dr.1ewi s

and thru him the Department of Chemical Engin0��1�ing was not merely a

thing of the moment but of' several years standing and was instigated
by malici ous endeavor to hurt ITi.8 in any way pos sib Lo , I r ef'us ed to
budge f:rom the Institute until I had exposed this state of affairs.
That "vas what I had been trying to do all the past term wi thout much
auo o es s •

I thought I was not under the juri sdiction of the Gradua t e

Commi +t ee, I went to Dr. Goodwin. I explained at least a half dozen
times the whole affair and the mot i ves that were behLnd Dr. Lewis's
ac td or.a , Dr. Goodwin tried like a rabbit to get away from me and at
last C":_drt:itted that I brought grave charges against my Department. I
asked him to see Dr. Clark. This he would not do. Dr. Goodwin asked
me if I had filled out an application blank for the M.So degree. I
said I had never heard of it. I filled one out and presented it and
Dr , Goodwin now said that the last meeting of the Graduate Comm i tt ee
hLld met until the Io,ll and that I could not be acted upon until then.
The Department had allowed this to happen on purpose. I was neve r

told. about fi lling out a blank. My prog ram ahouLd have been pres (mt
ed in February. This ii'HlS apparently the custom for Prof. Ward, who
was taking Prof. Haslam's p Lac e t.::mporarily, said that this mus t be
done. Yet my program was not presented at fhc time, and I am sur e

that it was Dr. Lewis' 8 intention then to see that such a si tuation
that resulted be brought about. Other rrember s of my class who wer�:;

continuing for the M..S. degre e had their appf.I c at Lon s presented the
last of May. The Department knew I was conttnuing for the MoS. de
gree also. Yet I was told nothing about filling out a blank. Dr.
Goodwin was trying to hold things up till Septomo!;;r when he knew I
was going to Leavo the Institute permanently.

Professor HaaLan said the fi rst few days of June that be was

sure I wo uld not be accepted as a graduate student by the Graduate
Comrd t t ee , He said he wo uLd offer no explanations but would auo.n i t
my record with the statement that I had written a poor thesis and had
been proposed for the B.S. degree only asong those students to whom
it was doubtful the degree would be gi ven , and tJ.18...t tho Department
did not recommend me. I discovered later the rocord waS falsified.
Also D.O one can read it until it is arranged in chronological order.
Yet this was 'what Prcf , Haslam o f'f'e red to a com.ni t t ee who knew noth
ing of the case. He gathered as man y of the menbe r-s of the Graduate
Commi t nee that were around and discussed my case. T11e unofficial
result of course was that I would no t be accepted. Dr. Goodwin says
that +b e Graduate Committee just acts as a group c om.m ttE:e and tl:e
acceptance of a student and his s ch eduLe lies w�101l y wi thin the de-
ci sion of a Department.
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Professor Haslarn left for E'J.rope on the 18th (or thereabouts)
of Jun'.;. One or two days bef'o re he sailed I asked him if he would
go with me to D.r , Oo cdwi n '

s office and discuss t.h l s affair j oi rrt Ly
wi th hi.m , He refused-- saying .t.hat he had not the time!) Yet as

SOOl1 as I had left the office he tore a ro un d to Dr , Goodwin's office
and explained his version of the affairQ He wns afraid to go with me.

Dr , Goodwin hung on tc Prof. Rasiants version for dear life. It was

after this when I had explained for the nth time that the Department
had done, that Dr" Ooo dwf n said that he must of course believe what
Prof. Haslam said as he was a member of tht; Faculty. Wi th my know
ledge of the FaDulty' s truthfulness, that is a funny reason" He re

fused to see Pr o f 0 C'La rk , Prof 0 Olark would tell a different story.
What was Dr. Goodwin going to do when two members of the Faculty said
two d.. ff e rerrt thingn about the same affai 1'?

.

About tht: middle of the month Dr , Lewi.a came home , I went -t o

him a":; once and told him that Prof It Ha.s Lam had clone an d sa.i d , He re

plied. blandly that it was the first time in his life he had heard any
thing about my wishing to work for the MeSo degree-- though Dr. Lewis
and I had been discussing it for the last eight monthso He said to
hand in the schedule that I wanted to take for the lE.S. degree. This
was appazentLy as if I was just starting for the degree instead of

having everything except the thesis already completed. As usual I
did au I was told. Dr. Lewi a hauled in two other members of the De-
p a rtmcn't so as to form a Committee and the verdict was that I could

, not be accJpted as a student becaUSe of my previous record and lack
of uni ty in my schedule. Dr. Lewis also yelled at the top of his
voice that he believed that I was not capable of dOing graduate work.
He n evo r explained how I managed to accumulate the 800 hours of grad
uate wcrk already performed.

I wrote Dr. Stratton a short letter sta.ting that Dr. Lewis and
the Department of Chemical Engineering had been dishonorable and un

fair and asked for an investigation and immediate approval of my
schedule as I had not yet started my thesis and had to complete
everything by the middle of September. I stated that Dr. Goodwin was

acting like a rabbi to I asked if he would see me personally. I saw

Dr. stratton. He told m e to wrtrte out de ftn i t eLy what D'r , Lewis had
done and he would investigate the matter. He said Dr. Lewis was

using his official position for his own private ends. That statement
sums �p this whole affair exactly but I was a student in the Institute
and tl"'..e Insti tute should have Lrrt erf e red , Dr. Stratton said the next
time he was going to have Dr. Lewis and me u:p there in his office
together.

I went down and v�ote Dr. stratton a fourteen-page typewritten
letter explaining in detail the dishonorable and outrageous conduct
of Dr , Lewis end the Depaz-tmerrt of Chemical Enginet:ring, and took it
to Dre stratton. I waited a week and heard nothing. Dr. Stratton
I knew was busy with the Sacco-Venzetti case , I asked his secretary
to fir�d out if he was going to do something about the matter. If not,
I was going to finish the work for my M.Ae dcg re e that summer. As I
did net hear definitely by th� 13th I settled down to wait. In the
mean t i.me I was doing no work in the laboratory as Dr , Lewis had ap
parently gi ven orders that all courtesies ahou'Id be Vii thheld from me.

On the 22nd of July I heard that Dr. Stratton had sent my
letter down to Dr. Lewis, Dr. Lewis had gone to President stratton
and apparently explained everything. The Department was boiling.
I had been wai ting to hear from Dr. Stratton, thinking he was still
busy wi th the Sacco-Venzetti case. On hearing the above I went ... ,



 



15
immediately to Dr. stratton's office. I asked him why he had done
no thtn g after he had promised to Lnve s t t ga't e , He said he would not
Lnvest.t gat e , for if he did he would have to as1:: Dr. LE-:vvis to leave
the L:L'iti tut e-- which meant just as it aounde d , As soon as he had
read i:'iY letter containing th e accusations he did not dare to in
vesti!xate though h e had promised to do so when he thought the matter
some u�Light af'f'al r , I talked for an hour and then Dr. stI'attoh r.s ked
Dl'o Li.;�7is to come up. He did. I then spent one of the mo st satisfy
ing hours in my life. No regular investigation was made by Dr.Str�t
t o n, 2Ie me re Ly listened to UB talk. At first Dr. stratton asked m e

to telI what I want ed done. I said, as I bad for the past six months,
that I wanted an Lnvest tgc.t ton of the d.l shono rab Le conduct of Dr 0

LcWis and the Depar-tment of Chemical Engill(:::�ring. Then Dr. Lewis
went up into the air. Dr. Lewis said he had not approved the· sched
ule in June bec aus e of my previous rr.:oord and the dd s uru ted cha ract er

of the scheduLo , Just on e caaua.L mention was made of my p revl ous

record here, though tt WD.S the prinoipal pOint of attack before and
after. Hb baaed his argunent nannLy on the D,llcged fact that the
p rog ra.i submitted by ne wo.s just a hodge-podge. As a matter of fact
it ·wa3 a well-rounded ach edu.Lo VTi th the chief interest stated as

being X-Rays and Colloids. ia;dvanced Calculus and Thert:lodyn8L1ics
would have been on it if the Depa rtm en t had allowed them j) So much
enphas i a VJaS put on the disunited character of the record that ap
parently it pulled the wool over Dr$ Stratton t s eyes, for later in
writing to tn e Graduate Coclly;i t t e e he said that this COl11Y.1i t t ee was to
determine the fi tness of my program and to sea that I had completed
all details for the degree. ].'.y ability to t ake the degree was not'
mentioned. Dr , stratton had aad d both in the first and seoond inter
views that I couLd work for the M.S. degree in any Department but he
s at d he was not gct ng to interfere in any speoial arrangements. ThE�
Department of Ch em i cn.l, Engineering accepted my s ch edu'Le in February;
in JU:�le they said they had never heard of it; I could only remain at
the Insti tute till the following September and some thlng had to be
done. In this Lnt e rvt ew Dr. Lewis actually accused me of having some
brat nr, and of deliberately not doing my work. We discussed the under
graduate thesis in detail. Dr. stratton had to come to Dr. Lewis t s

rescue as he was getting soundly licked, ani Dr. stratton asked me

not to talk about it any more but talk of th e graduate work. Dr.
Lewis called up Dr. Clark's office for effect to ask him to come.up
and verify some falsehoods. He knew that Dr. Clark always left the
Institute at 4 o'clock and it was then 5:30 and that he Was safe.
Of cours e Dr. Clark was not there. He then c a.LLed up Drs Frolich.
Dr. Frolich had not one earthly thing to .. do wi th my graduate work
and knew nothing about it9 but h8 came as he was not going to miss
a ring-side seat for this sc rap ; the Department had enjoyed it huge
ly the whole summe r, Dr , Frolich actually be.. eked up Dr. Lewis's
statement tpat no pressure W,3.S eve r used to make a studemt take a

thesfB unwillinglyt' Dr. stratton ended the interview by stating
that he would of course do whatever Dr. Lewis suggcstede The inter
view lasted two hours. Dr. Lewis was to have another conference in
the Department emU I was to see him the fo LLowt.ng ��0nday. Dro strat
ton trailed Dr. Lewis down to Dr. Lewisis office where he evidently
had a private tnt e rvt ew with him af t e r I left.

On Monday I went to Dr. Lewiso He had previously called up
Dr. Cl;?t.rk and asked him how much of the thesis I had done, the title,
and h ow long it would take to finish it 0 D'r, Clark sa.id that Dr.
Lewis VITaS very pleasant about it, and asked questions as if he had
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never heard of it before. Dr. Lewis's pLan to smooth out the
difflculties and sef; t.lnt I W2.S given a- :fair chance to get the de

gree was to let the Graduate Committee in th(� fall r evi ew t ae case
II wi thout p re judt c e" on account of what Dl"� Lewis· and Course X he.d
done and said and Gee if the Commi ttee agreed wi th th e decisions of
the Department or not. I was to continue or start the thesis and
fini sh it by the middle of Septembel�. I t was now about the fi rst of

,

Augus-!- -- six weeks to' perform a 700 hour thesis� I said that that
left �.;lle matter exactly 'INhere it stood the first of June" I said I
had w:;'i tten a one page .Lefrt er to Dr. Goo dwan in June stat ing the di s

hono rabLe conduct of the Department and had aaked that the raatt e r be
straigb.tened out immediately ae I could n o t return to Tedh after the
middle of September•.A.nd Dr. Goodwin had stated that the Committee
would consider my letter in the fall after I had leftl Also every
one know of this SC1"ap and to agree that I could get the degree would
be a slap in Oourse XIS faceo Also the portion of the Committee got�
ten together by Prof. Haslam in June after h earLng only Pz-of s Haa Lam t e

version had agreed that I probably would not get the de gre e; Dr.
Lewis. asked me to agree with his plan so that he could tell Dr. strat-
ton that I thought it was fair. I said I certainly would not agree
to it. Then Dr. Lewis's face got scarlet and he walked up and down
the room sc reamt.ng that I wanted to prove that he was a crook and a

liar. I quote Dr. Lewis's words. Every vestige of control was gone.
He Vias like a cornered rat screaming with rage and fearo I never
d reamed that I would ever see any human being gi ve such a ghastly
exhibi tLon , l\.S I refus ed to ag+"ee to hi 8 plan, Dr. Lewi s fine,<-ll y
said that. tha.t was the plan he was going to r-ecommend to Dr.Stratton.
as he had to tell him something. He said I was a fool to believe Dr.
Goodwin. I letter saw the letter Dr. Lewis forwarded to Dr. stratton.

During the last two weeks before graduation I went once to
Dr. Lewis and twice to his secretary to get my Preliminary Report to
incorporate it in my thesis of which it is required to be an integral
part. You vrlll recall that when I presented this Preliminary Report,
Dr. Lewis had yelled that it was a slap in his face. Vfhen I first
asked L.I'. Lewis to return this report, I knerr by the expression on

his fL.ce that he did not want me to get hold of it (J He said he could
not find it. His secretary looked for it also and could not find it.
I accused Dr. LewiS in President stratton's office of tearing the
report up. vThen Dr. Lewis came dOVIn to his office after the inter
view he produced the report immediately. He had hidden iti Such
c onduc t l He told me he would not surrender it because it WaS "docu-
mentary evidence". It is, but it happens to be a part of my B.S.
thesis and should be bound with the thesis in the library.

I went to Dr. Clark to talk things over since the interview
wi th Dr. stratton. There was a good deal of laughter downstairs
about what had happened. I told Dr. Clark that since Dr. Lewis had
said in Dr. stratton's p re s en ce tl}at the Department laid no restric
t ions on the subj ect of a thesis that I now wanted to take the thesis
I had been asking for since June and whi c11 I could not t ake because
it was not immediately publishable. This type of thesis would re

quire Some supervt at on , I asked if some 0116 of the men working in
the X-Ray laboratory could be assigned to look after 1:1y 'work and
show me about the X-Ray machines. Dr. C�k was leaving the Institute
at tJ:1e end of the week. Dr. Clark said he would speak to the men' and
for me to come back. 111Jhen I returned he said it was too much to ask
of one of the men-- that the slightest courtesy shown l'�le would incur



.,



17
for that individual the hostility of Dr. Lewis, and the men wer(�

not in a posi tion to stand it as thei r jobs dep ended on pleasing D'r ,

Lewi s , Dr. o l.c.rk said if I wanted to continuo vIi th t h c th ee i e gi ven

in tTunc, or if I wc rk-.d ove r in +h.. Physics X-RDJy laboratory, to send
him the final wri te-up for grc:ding and he would return it to the
Institute.

As it was obviously impossible to do any work thru th; orders
gi ven by Dr. Lewis down in the laboratory, 1 left tht; Insti tut e, I
decided at that time that I would wri t � up YJbat had occurred at the
Insti tute in th() form of [1 thesis and present it in pLa ce of a thesis
based on laboratory expetimentation, since all work for the degree
had be en finishtdd and accepted by my Department and the t tme planned
to.devote to thesis had been deliberately w&ttdd by the Department
unless this thesis h e rewt th submitted be accepted. You ydll recall
Dr. Cl[;.rkts adv-ice to me in the firsjG part of June: Leave the Insti
tute immediately. Th e Department of Chemical EnginGtn"ing is going to
do all in its power to prevent you from getting the deg r ee ,

The day before I It.:�ft Boston I met Dz , Lewis in the corridor
at the Institute. He asked me what I was going to do. He looked so

like a whipped dog that I was sorry for him and said I was going to
leave the Insti tute. I had al rendy stated that I would not return.

I left Boston on the 5th of August. I was in Boston again the
3rd of September. I telephoned over.to the Institute and asked Dr.
Jackson in the Lnf'o rma'td on Office to t ell me the exact date the Grad:!?
uate Committee fi rst met in the fall. He did not know and switched
me on to Dr. Tryon t s wi re , Dr. Tryon was Secretary of the Graduate
Commi ttee. :"'::.. ' .. I taH:ed to Dr 0 Tryon himself over the phone. He told
me the first ��lec:ting of the CO:"1mi ttee would be held 011 Tuesday the
27th or Wednesday tho" :28th of S�)ptembcr. When I went over to tho
Institute later in the day I found waiting for me in the Margaret
Cheney Room a letter from President stratton saying he had received
Dr. Lewis's letter, that it s eerned fair to hi.m and that the Graduate
Committee would consider in the fall whethe� r_h0d 90mpleted all

requl rements for the MuS 0 deg�ee. He evt der.t Ly expected i'ne to pre-
s ent my thesis to the Oomnri ttee in the fall� You iNil1 reca.I'l that
this letter from Dr. Lewis wished to withhold all consideration of
the case ti 11 fall when I wo ut.d have left ttl8 Insti tnrt e , and when I
refused to O.K. the letter because it left matt ezs exactly where they
wer� in June thon Dro Lewis dropped all pretense and screamed with
rage and fear because I was trying to prove he was � crook and a

liarll•

In the meantime, I tri ed to wri to this thesis as he re pres
ented, I intended to send it to the Corporation and to a JouTI1al
for pub'Li.ca.tLon , It was 80 intensely disagre(sable to write, how
bver, and the shock and horror of those last six months was too
c los t;, so that I simp.ly could not do i t at the time. On sept ember
26th I sent a night letter to Dean Goodwin requ8sting that a' dis
cussion of my case be postponed till I got the full and necessary
materi;-ll before the Graduate Oommittee as it must act as a tribunal
and th.:� meager letter sent to Dr. Goodwin Ln June wi th a request
for an immediate Lnveatn gat ion then was wholly inadequate for con
sideration of thE; case. ..:�s a matter of fact I "'vlTas g-oin�r to let the
matt e r rest h e r e , Dr. Lewis had been GO squarely lickC(L and knew
it, th2.t I thought that if he W3,S so pitifully'and child.ishly
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a tt cmpt tng to maintain his reputation before his colleagues, though
he caced nothing for his word of\ honor, that I would. make no further
coumen to , It is on e of the rug re t a of my life that a man of Dr.
Lewi.s ' 8 great abt Li ty should be so lacking in ordinary deo en c y and
honor' 0

Shortly after this I received a letter from Dr .. Goodwin
(see Appendix, Exhibit A) dat ed September 27th i.n which he stated
that tho Commi t t ee had met on �"September and dt acus s ed my case. and

.

h ad unam.mous Ly decided that I would not be allowed to begin graduate
work nor could I regi. s t er in the future as a g raduat e student. Dr e

Goodwin evid<::mtly called the Ocmnn ttec before its scheduled time on

purpose to consider my cas e , as at that time nothing had been re
ceived from 1:1e and he was afrn.id. if 1:e wai.ted longer I might send in
scuetht ng and the Oomm i t.t.e e fh en bo forced to act as a tribunal. The
photostat was considered in d8tCtil. In the p r- vious S1Jr.11::er I di s

covered that the photostat had been f'a.Ls a f'Led ; later it was changed
s evc ral tir.:es" It is a legitL:::ate question to ash: what was in the
photostat prepared for s ubat s st on to the Graduate Comm i t t ee , Dr.
Goodwin had Said in June that my work wc'..s all rig�t. He said that I
could work for a degree in any department I �.i'\1i8hedo Yet in'�8�ptember,
on looking at a falsified record (and with me safely out of the Insti
tute) he reversed all these statements. �Lort:1over, Dr. Goodwin had
heard everything in this thesis verbally and a lot more besides. He
said I mad-i grave charges against my Department. The Oomml ttee in
Septp..mr-,or heard, I suspect, only Professor Has:lam IS vorsion as in-
s truct ed by Dr. Lewis. Dr. Goodwin knew that one of us was lying.
And I suspect that if he had any doubts as to my veracity he would
have pressed an investigation in June. Presumably President
stratton's instructions were not followed oUtlll This thesis and the
schedule must be reconsidered to see if all the details for the M.S.
degree have been fulfilled. And the Committee must act as a tribu.YJ.al
to see whether Dr. Lewis is telling fh e truth or I run. The decision
of the Commi ttee in Sept ember 1927 of course is worthless b ecaus e of
the nature of the photostat. Should the ]l.S. deg ree ne withheld, I
shall have to demand tha t thi s thesis be cone i de red in minute detail
to discover wherein it failed to satisfy the Institute's standards.
The thesis is the only part of the work for the IL.S. degree that has
not be0n considered and approved.
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The main conc'Lusf o ne dravf11 from my contacts with the
lnsti tute are as follows i

10 That I was mad9 to leave the institute in March 1925 solely
thru Dr , Lewis � s demands on personal grounds It

20 That from then on Dr" Lewi.s '
s whole outrageous conduot wa,s

instig�ted by a deai re to try to jUGtJ.fy himseJ.f for what he had
donee

30 That D.r , Lewis took advantage of my inexperience, f'o r , urrt i I

F'ebruaz-y 1927, when Dr , Lewis dropped all pretense, I d:l.d not be
lieve that Dro Lewis was other than an honorable man , I knew, of
course, that the Insti tute was being terribly un j us t , I make no

apoLogi, es for this Ln exp e ni, ence, I t was my ft rst contact wi t.h a

bunch of crooks and rowdi es, and I still think that a co l.Leg e

faculty j.s no place to come in contact vvith such. Lndf vt due.Ls ,

40 T'hat from February 1927 on, when I knew perfectly weLl, what
Dr, Lewis was trying to do, Dr" Lewis fought li�e a wildcat to
prevent the offi cials 0 f the Insti tute from int erfe rd ng,

5" That :C�O Warren Kendall Lewis is a crook, a liar, an absolute
scoundrel, and a rotter thru and thI'u. He is the fj,rst person I
have ever met who is a. force of evi L, I th:i.nk he i J.lustrated
r ema rkabLy the case of Dr , Jekyll and Mro Hyde.

6" That Dr" Lewis said himself that he was a crook a.nd a liar
when he was sc r-eamf.ng vTi th fear and rage after the intervi ew wi tih
President stratton becaUSe he was forced to permit the first of

August what I had been demanding since the ft rst of Juneo

70 That Dr., Lewis runs Courne X like the leader of the VlOrGt gang
of crooks in Chicago. His word is absolute Law, No one dares do
or say anything he would not approve of c I have heard professors
of the department turn aoua'r e.l y around and deny something they had
previously said because 151'0 Lt!wis g s opinion later differed from
thei r original on e , D:r , Lewis controls the actions and statements
and marks given in Course X.

8lt That nr , IJ8wtS never tells tihe truth if it serves ht s purpose
better to do o th e rwt.s e , He is a master at stating something untrue
mest convincingly and hanging on like a bulldog to biG statement 80

that if any one de.res to disagree an issue is made �Jl to his ve rac

ityc He a180 has a gift for starting out on one qu�stion and

swerving the discussion gradually so that at the end, unless he is
watched olosely, the subject is totally changed and a wrong im-

p resst on gi ven ,

90 That Dr , Lewis nsed his official position for his ovm pr l vat e

ends , President Stratto:'l admits t.h i s , If Dr , Lewis had spoken to

any of the men in the way he spoke to me the fi rs"c part of F'ob ruary
and thereafter, the man would have knocked h i.m down 0 I cou.ld only
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ask for an apology and roquoc t that my vro rk be GO a r rangud t.ha't
I rro u'Ld not have to speak to hi.m agat n ,

100 That Dro Le�io deliberately Get out tG deotroy my rbputation
a o a. atuderrt [LO nuch :18 po c ai.b.te in February 1927 end thereaftBro
He also deterl:�j_ned in Febru ary , I ar�: cure, to d.J. J c r ed.i t me i 11

evory ,,-my possible; so tl:.8:t I vrou.Ld not get t.he MoB", d eg ree ,

110 That Drc Lewis is Lrrt.e Ll.ec tua'l Ly dishonest and a bLuf f e r ,

I ci t e the thesis h e f'o rc ed mE; to pe r f'o rm under his expLi c t t
di rect ions 0

12e That Dr(") TJ8Wis Ls a man of inordinate van i tyo He stated on

several occacions with great pride that h� never Dade a mistake
in judgml:mt" As might be expected, a man who has such a reputa
tion to uphold cannot br: too finicky about th(" m-ruhod s used to
maintain it;) I THier to o ut ragco us lies, hid.ing part of th()sis,
g o t tl rig reco rds falsifiud, ol"di;ring abau rd thf;SCS to or; po rf'c rmed ,

130 That I rec ei ved my BoSo d:-;gI'oC in JUl1;:; 2.927 only br-caus e

D'r , L(.;wis was afraid, after the pub.ll ct ty I hod forced to thr:
attention of the officials, to flunk me pot nt blank 011 thesis
as I am sure he planned to do in FebruaTYo He made me si gn that
statement in February and r eso rt ed to evurything he could possibly
do and scJ.,y to mak o me fail to g.raduat c , ·vVh.:;;D. thc� Q(;gTe(;S w)rc:

being voted I was put in the doubtful class because he was Gtill
trying to prevent graduation and I think he hoped to get combined
faculty ruling that I could not g raduat e , He mad e i t app ear that
:c had had a terri bly ha rd time grcLdua ting ,-- though I had at the
time over 1000 hours in excess of thB needs of the degroe, more
t.han any other student-- and had only g raduat ed bee auso of the
Len.i ency of the Dopar'tr errt , Aft\_;r the OP(;l1 wa rf'a re of the s econd
t e rm , tho.:t last statement nus its points of hi La'ra ty , I refused
to budge during the who Le t e m ; I did everything that was forced
upon any student in any college in the countrye And I cleanod it
up satisfactorily and licked Dro Lewis squa reLy on his own g:counds
with all th� odds against ceo He cade a porfect ass of hioS81f
over the thesis which I honestly tried to p revent hiG f ro.; do ing
as I aaw where he was g2_1Ioping, but all I had to do was to say
one thing and he would i��ediately insist on the oppositeo At the
vury last I have never se811 a can look so hunted Ln i::y life or so

desp(;rate" Also e"t the! end of th,") tore he was howl.t ng that I had
s Lapp ec hi s fac e ,

140 That Dro Lewis was and is afraid to discuss this affair in nv

p reaenoe , for if I 81:: not present to check h i.n up he can explain
U

anything and a professor's evaluation of a student will in general
be taken without que s td on , Dro Ll;;i]lris has poe-eo. 6.11 al.ong to the
Faculty as the: co nac.i en tious instructor wne reae to ,::e he was a

leering, snarling fi0ndo

150 That the Institute is analogous to a corrupt p o.l.i o e force

functioning in a city which protect� the operations of cr�8k8�
The officials of the institute knew everything that is in this
t.h eet s , Almost every word of it is 1:-:1 Prt:\sio,ent' strG_ttonl s

files� The Faculty was too scared to interf8rSe
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loc> That the offictals of the Institute show a sho ck ing lack
of mo Ta.l int (3grj. ty. I remember Dr/) Stratton t blJ.j,ng the Lricoml ng
Frcsl'1..i.llen that +n ey would have to mak e the first advances t:) IGi.oW
the Faculty personally and that th�y would probably be :C6P2vid
for such association� I think the students should be warned
against suca aS8oci8.ti 011S as th-e F'a.cu lt y went on record in
September 1927 as adh e rlng to Dr , Lewis's p rd n cdp Le s ,

170 That no teacher de se r-ves respect because of hi s p.rc f'e s s i.on ,

Some of those I have seen wo ul.d lund t.n jail inside of 8., we ek if
they followed their apparent custom8in the businoss worldo

18 e That one c-innc t dCC-tl wi th a 0l...in ch 0 f ror.dt es wi th poli teness
and the manners 0: dec ent people" This is mistaken for weakne ae ,

Dr , Lewis trted to make things so terrible tha.t the meTE; denial
and demand for. investits�'_ti on was an insul t and he toped he would
prevent my oaYlng anything by these means.

190 That one is powerless before a liar if the officials or

police force happen to be cowards.

20" That the p rxmary aim of the Insti tute is certainly not
educat i on , It ende avc r s to c ruch e tud cnt a v/110 are l'ea:lly :'n-t er-

e e t ed, It prevents students from getting the training f'o r which
they specifically cane there to o btat n , It countenances outrageous
working conditions and tried to prevent any remonc't cance fr-om th o

c tudent s by such vulgar rudeness and rowdyr sm tl:l8.t only in deBpcr
at t on will a student demand Lnt e rverrt t on ,

210 That the Records Office is astoundingly incapable and crookedo
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DE¥1ANDS
---_--

1 � That I have conferred on me the degree of Master of Sci enc e 011

the basis of this thesio and the 800 hours of gradua.te wo rk p er
fenned in accordance with the graduate program accepted in Febru
are 1927 by the Depar travrrt of Chemical Engineering. I think I have
conf'o rned to the demands-s- though outrageous-- of the Depa rtri errt of
Ch erri ca'I Engineering Ln thi s thesi s. According to Dr. Stratton t s

letter to me after his cession wi th Dr. Lewis and n ys e'l f' , he ex

pected the C01:111:i ttee on Graduate Studies to decide wh e ther or not
1:1Y p rog ram of work a.lready done and the thesis aubm i tted had satis
factorilv met the reo ul r-em errt o for the ILaster' 8 dez r e e-e- not whether
or not I"would be cillovJed. 'to start graduate work, as I had already
started the work a year before and had complet ed everything except
the thesis bv June 1927. The Oomnn.t t e e n.e t before its echedu.Ie d
time in September 1927-- on pu rpos e I think-- before the thesi s

could have been in. I had previously ascertained the date of the
first meeting from Dr. Tryon, Secrotary of the Committee. �y tele
gram for postponement of discussion of the situation till my mater
ial was in arrived after the actual meeting but before the scheduled
meeting. The Co�mittee to date has never yet followed Dr.Stratton's
Lne t ruct.Lons •

2. That the reason why I .was put out of the Institute in March
1925 and what was said by Dr. Lewt s at that tin:e be reviewed in my
presence. The Institute has refused to discuss ito

3. That there be a reimbu:ro�ent of my entire expenses beginning
with the fall of 1925, the time I would have left the Institute if
Dr" Lewis had behaved himself. In addition adequate recompense for
the wasted years must be made. I have asked numerous prominent men
to evaluate this.

4. Tha.t I be gi ven a true record, correct in every detail, in
spite of the offense to Mr. George Welch's sense of tidiness; and
that this true record by a permanent record.

5. That there be a discussion in my presence of my entire record.

6. That the integra.l part of my Bachelol� IS thesi e , hidden by Dr.
Lewis in the spring of 192� be taken from Dr. Le\rls's files and
bound with my undergraduate thesis in the library where it belongs.
Dr. Lewis swore in February 1927 tha.t this Preliminary Report had
to be incorporated in the final thesis, and forced me to take a

good doa.L of time wrt t ing it up. After the interview with P'r e ai.derrt
stratton, Drt' Lewis produced the report since I had accused him of
tearing it up. Dr. Lewis refused to give it to me then. He said it
wa.s "documentary evt denc eu , It t s , and for that reason Dr. Lewis's
files are no safe place for it. (I Wlote to the Librarian in March
1928 to find out if Dr , Lewis had sent it 'tilp. At that time, accord
ing to Dr. Lewis, it was still in his files.) This report shows
that the thesis gi ven to me in the fall had already been done and
Vias common knowledge to any one at all acquainted wi th the subject.
I told Dr. Lewis this in February but he insisted, as usual, that
he was ri ght and forced me to continue wi th the assigned thesis.
I want the last page of this repo=t read to determine in the opinion
of other people whether or not it is a slap in Dr. Lewis's face.
He sal d it was , I merely stated facts.
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7. That there be a complete ruviu>,7 of my undergraduato th(;siS •.

I hav o askco the Pr(.;sidcmts of tho .tUT�cricCtn Chemical Society and
of the i:1.l':l8rican Institute of Ch(';111ic8,1 Engi nee ra (as prominent arid

compct0nt Den and in no �ay involving their respectivu Societies)
if they Ylould be judges of the cherri c aL vaLue of. the thesis,
having Dr , Levri s and myself p res errt it jointly to them on some
occasiollo This is the only fair �ay. As statbd before, Dr. Le�is,
if gi VE.m a f'r ee rt;i n , can expLat n anything on earth •. I exp Lai.n ed
to these Presidents that persons of their Lea rn ing and distinction
wer e not really necessary to judge the thesis, that it couLd be
done .by any unde rg radua.t e, as it really amourrt e d to deterr.1ining h ovr

bi g an ass a man could make of himself, bt;l.t DY asking thee T17as a

sop to the pride of Dr� Lenis end the Institute.

8 • That the ci rcunat ance s of r:.y being voted the B. S. degree in
June 1927 be revieued in oy pr�senc�.

9, That the Insti tute explain the disgraceful and outrageous
conditions it allowed to exist for any student to pork in.

10. That there be a corip.Le t e rCViUYl in n y presence of what occurred
in the follouing courses:

Industrial Oh ern.s t ry and Industrial Stoichiocetry
Ch�Dical Principles 5e66
Advanced Calculus
].icr.:o irs.

11" That the Insti tute explain why I, vh en a student in Che�'-:i cal
Engineering, was given such a sw�ll training for tho study of
crimi na'l law?

12. That the Insti tute explain its refusal tomlet me get the
training-in the following subj�cts all of which were needed for

subsequent work:

Laboratory work in X-Rays
Laboratory work in Electrical E..'11.gineering
Machine Tool Laboratory
Higher Mathematics.

13. That the lusti tute explain why in the fi rst place I was made
a provisional student; why I was kept on the provisional list so

long; wh y I was removed from the p rovi sional Ii st in such a hurry.

14. That the Institute explain hOVJ, under t.l18 circumstances,
P rofesso r Haslam came to ask me in February to tak e the r£. S. degree
without specification of department.
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I'f� � l'li'lJ; -''''1 1"': « "�t!i .... *''1:'''' t tP\ 1"1' 11 eA ��1A ""1'''' I"V'"1 r- ,.t'1 tt'\ 1 1'1 �"'l i t ���\,�\t���.,'�..t\w'.·�· .�j"
..

WI·l,i·� "'�"�","I'���'�I\».;r,* v ",_t,''-'� �lt�J� ....'.�tJ�f"r4 i.l. "f .'¥:� ��'''�'�'1''>
,

'Jt,.-s-�

be�n a,actuniH�l ot�. > cltQ�. b.i�t tb�J �\'rf(!;t .tr' ��'J"h'�. . no,
ot.�or �f1t�neft� ¥lot�l� t,o' Cttl,l(�', tt,nd �nytfl

.

".
J,�

.

la1� flohld be. b�l,ieved '.

Of ccr� OJ}'OQk rOI� to th.� ooa��,$h�r �,n!\� e�:"!l�lnt' ev�r:r'l�.1<nl
�iI�""4'!tl!l�.�#I&it.�'i'I!'('''* "'1' �" ,�"i,"'4 A��'i"l4> �',""ni!l>'� ':t�e'.ftt"'''JH'''I�!HI!! �t . '�1:.1 � '�M"".t.*""�'��'���\f ... iW�'�"-f�lr)'" ,�,J.,>" i""w kjiU.;\i """"� ,l\.j''''.":'''''�;,.j� .,f'''i"-"",,,.,'' ,",,'H''o!f-� 4>. iJ.t�� ...,� '1M'''; ...�ihi'���"''I#;� ...'I''
th� f'in�J,ly t trl�l. �l·d��·e (pra5Hl nt Str47J ,lj()Yl)
'''lJri>�.'If'!··';;l. ".·''11t\''l''!t'i.r''·�l'/' 't'l.'iI"'.lt';j'*' l"'�:.\1 �,Ii'\/i!t�":<""",",,,or1'. J;'nt l

... �'1m�:."I�'�J"Y4i.��l �,�II!� "'.'n""." {:'.l•... �.. l+-�.,,·-9>'l·u ,Jtio" {i;:c '\!.''\'Wi,.,,�. "J .,:l;&.�"" 'I¢' iit�1t�,"�'� ��v��,·.J. ��.:_\��. ,.. �� "-\II'.It.V�xif,V'�f'!:.
_

"}\:%f 1;J�;"'�-JIi.;i ,"'<'!J'il'oi �j'

�r�t1u�'t�
.

t"o�' to t1�oide 'he .tn�t�$r, im trtlG1r.:a,g Uat."lm to �et 'ri�;l
'"i1.1atlHll' t;'he :U'QtU.H'H1 cx\')o'k ff, 'W; S� i,l.ty �r 1'1.10 cr.ime.. The tu.ry mt�t.

�l1;:;�a\H� �u� rr:nneth't.'f!(:1t �lQ$.tH'd �6:"ort,Q� tl�Q crr<lok r�'a not 8f'11ty be..

OP,\"Hn:' ir·�$ Rool,y ,/Jun {;d.�. f ":(� fl0t in Cbl0·1%gO.

yn r� t\rt '" � t.ft te�
thtSf �lfOrk, th �� t t net!' tt

oours:::u,. tllr�t, I: O("!t.�l.� on,ly 'frita e

d�gre{J ti:.l�U the len1erHtt' of the
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FREDERIC WOODWARD

I � ret"tU'nltlg bero"with your

fl1e o. the ease 0' lti.$S '.rguet Birge.. She

D� Heary G .. Oa.l.e
'a,culty ibehanls
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,jr e r son
�

h: r p, 1. c p 1 I (3 0 0 r t t.o ry ,

ecember J4, ]928.

r:"Ihe .. c t i ng Pres5dent of l,lle nn:i.vecsity of (!hic8E 0,
Pr iv 2_L' S i VJ of Cb i C8,[O ,

Sr- icac-o, 11.

.

·t'rl
r> t' TT

0 OJ (',-," t.o ae yI wi sh to fo rmr Lly .�11 nr..r c w r r o:n ,ne n:tV2Y'SlC2' 01 ,�'lC8·CO LJ ...AC

a s c. nr o t e s t 2C'C':i.n3t tf:if-;; at t.t t ude of +r.e PhY3:i.CS rie prr tment .rLch

is Q);erently to prevent me fettinE eny of the tr2injne I desire and

to �ithhold from me the courtesies u9ually extended to eJl fr�duate
s t.ude rrt s , T sho Ld like t o hav e yo' corn nin t c at e this f'r c t to the

rlr8[h�2.te Office �U3 T do not t.r. t nk I am 8110ued to s ign ID7 name there.
I snolJ11 like a return of tuition fees or to see an itemized account
o f �7hE t the ttn tve . s ity offered (ne in r e t i.r n for' f<. cl: fees. T c ame

here 'lith s ome ver] definite ',"l[1"ts =.n» ac c om-i'l t cue d nothing/
I h= v e been cODte:''1_')l�"'jtin& ':rithd.I'8.rin€J' f�011 tl·p, tn i.ve . fit - off ;n6 on

d�ri�: the term, �n: dF finitely 1ecided to do fO last .uesday. I
u nd e r st a nf tfJ'=3.t tne Fniversjty if c Lo s ing t.od= y because of t.he f I,u.•

If am c o r ry :ny .!ithjTc�'i/1MJ. coincides w i t.h the c Lo r inE of t.h e TTniveI'sity
but I can not help thRt.

I am wr i t Lng this letter as cJ matter of record be c r v se the ma t t e r v7i11
De re fe r-r eri to La ter • Lat e r I am VO inc: to r e o u ire D rofe f:) SOl" C or.pt ori

of ;�;le "Physi.cs DC-0rrt'�ent 8.nd nea.n }farvey of t.be 'l\.red I c a I School to
a�I�lep,r as witnesses in 2 lp,7Jsuit E',nd. of c o r r e e I want them I/O come RX
r epr-e sent.at tve s of the Fniv·21'sit

..; of CliicB,f.'oo

I c ame to the nn tve r s i t.v to eet 2, d�-'[Tee. I sn!:l.11 Dever re tur-n af,<?in.
I c an say w t t.h sincerity t.hat t.re t.hr ee terms spent at t.he T'1"niversjty
have been a waste of ti�eoI object, however, to 1st t�e matter pass.

T should li1ce to say triat I have been a s tud= nt o n Ly i.n the Physics
Dep�.rtment of the ttn ive r-e i ty an d none other. L2: t June I e,prlie�.
for 2funitt�nce to your medical school and was refused though I do not
'believe t.he r e is ano t.h er student .i.n the country who CE�n anywhe r e

equal t�e unusual exceJlence of my prevaration. �he matter, nowever,
\'188 closed then , yet LF',st }Tovember Dec=m H2,rvey had the effrontery
to send me en o f'f Lc i e L s ummo nd s to go to some unknown .i na Lv i dr-e.L and
be psycloanalysed.

Pespectfully yours,



,-

.'
r


