
THE MIDWAY STUDIOS 

6016 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Apri 1 

Mr. Frederick K. rvoodwar d, 
president's Office, 
University of Chicago, 
Chicago .. 

Dear Bir: -

9' 1926. 

I at1 on the Faculty list as a 

"ProfesEorial Lecturer on Art" and 

generally give a cou;--se of six lee ture s 

during the summer session at the 

Uni ve rsi ty. I write to say that I 

shall not be available this suroMer 

since I am leaving for a vacation in 

Italy. 

I shall be glad to do double 

service another year ~r to f'i t in a 

course at another time when desired .. 

Yours truly, 



I 
~. 



Receipt of your letter of 
April 9th 1n:ormlnh Ut that you ~ill be 
in Italy this ·ummer and will therefore 
be unable to f~i •e :rour course of six 
lectures ~urine the Bw:amer ~uarter. is 
n.ckn<'wlodged. 

·e are sorry that our £ummel'" 
luar~er students will be deprived ot the 
pleasure and profit of he ring theae 
leoturos. but we hope th~t you will have 
a delight ul vaont1on. · 

Thank ou very uoh tor gi•tng 
ue ti sly notice of your plans. 

Yours ainoerely. 

F. c. Woodward (signed) 

Vi oa-Pres 1dent. 

r. Lorado Taft, 
6016 Ellis venue. 
Oh1oago, tll1no1a. 
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April 15, 1926. 

My dear Mr. ~aft: 

I have already acknowledged reo•ipt of your 

letter of April 9th. I now note that you say in your 

letter that ;ou will be glad to do double serttoe another 

year, or to fit in a course at another time.when dts1red. 

I wonder if it would be satisfactory to you, if we were 

to ~ppo1nt you Professorial Lecturer for 1926-27, without 

salary? This would perhape be a better arrangement from 

our point of view, thnn the doubling of earvioe in the 

future. but I w1ah to consult your wishes in the matter . 

Mr. Lorado Taft, 
6016 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago. Illinois. 

FOWt~ 

Yours sincerely, 

F . c. Woodward (signed) 

Vioe-Pres14ent. 
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THE MIDWAY STUDIOS 
6016 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Apri 1 16, 1926 .. 

Mr. Frederic c. ~oodward, 
The Uni ve rei ty of Chicago, 
Chica.go. 

Dear Mr. wo odward: -

Regarding my lectures, any 

arrangerrent that you think desirable 

will be sat isfac to ry to me. I only 

hope that they mey remember to attach 

me again a year later! 

Faithfully yours, 



t -r-
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ROOM 1840, 230 S . CLARK ST. 

TELEPHONE DEARBORN 9312 

Ube 'Ulni"ersft~ of (tbf cago 
~mce ot tbe 111tce-l)rest~ent an~ :mustness manager 

May Seventh 
1 9 2 6 

Mr . Frederic c. Woodward 
5607 Kenwwod Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

Dear Mr . Woodward: 

I wish to acknowledge with thanks your etter 
of May 6th oncerning the taxes to be billed 
Lorado Taft . ...-.--.i 

Mr . Fairweather and I have discussed the mat
ter since your letter was received and we have de
cided to recommend to the Committee on Finance and 
Investment that the University assume one-half of 
the difference between the amount paid by Mr . Taft 
last year and the present tax bill , amounting to 
~419 . 92, and that Mr . Taft pay a similar amount 
plus the amount which he paid for the taxes last 
year , totalling $688 . 72 . j 

Yours very truly , 

• f -;ff~ 
Manager 

LHL: GEB 
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~Y dear Mr. Lesch: 

The receipt of your · letter of May 3, addressed to 
President Mason, ts acknowledged. The letter was re• 
ferred to the Committee on Expenditures which has de~ 
o1dad that it woul d not be proper to charge any part / , ot the ta.x bill on t~.Le lot occup.ied by Mr. Taft to 
the Art Department 7 qu1 .ment and Expense . It is true. 
howeTer •. that Mr. Ta.tt•s studios ~re of' oonside:rable 
educational •alue to the UniTersity and I am laolos-

. ing a letter trom Professor Sargent showing the advan• 
ta.gee which accrue to his Department "because of the . · 
aoeesa1b111t7 of the studios. It oceQrred to me · that 
this letter might ~e of value to you ;n seeking a re
duction of the tax. 

While the Committee on 'Expenditures is unwi.lllng 
to charge any amount to the Art Department Equipment 
and Expens'e• the President w111· cordlallJ' approTe· e.nr 
plan for a•oidlng a hardship to Mr. Taft Which the 
Business Manager tind.s feasible. 

Yours sincerely, 

Vice-President 

Mr . L7ndon H. Lesch 
Ottlce ot the Vice-Fresldent and Busine$s Manage~ : 
Faoult3 ~xchange 

FCW*L 
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Ube 'Ulnil'ersft~ of <tbfcago 

ROOM 1840, 230 S. CLARK ST. 

TELEPHONE DEARBORN 9312 

\\'mce ot tbe l!Hce111.,reat~ent an~ Jluatneae .manager 

1.iay Third 
1 9 2 6 

President max Mason 
The University of Chicago 

' Dear President Mason: 

'I1he Uni verasi ty leases to Hlr. Lor ado '11aft, at a nominal rental , 
the south 100 feet of the four lots at the southwest corner of Ellis 
Avenue and Bixtieth Street on which stand an old brick barn and sev
eral one story brick studio buildings built by Mr. Taft all of which 
are used by .r1lr . Taft and his associates in connection with their art 
work . 

At the time that li r. 1raft was allowed to make use of the proper
ty, an arrangement was made with him by President Judson and iV1r . 
Heckman that he should pay a proportion of the general taxes assessed 
against the property which should be arrived at by assuming a full 
valuation of ~$ 6,400 and an assessed valuation of $3,200, to which 
should be applied each year the current tax rate for Hyde Park . ~r . 

Taft has been paying taxes since that time on this basis . 

Among the properties exempted from general taxes for the year 
1925, are the four lots at the southwest corner of ~ixtieth Street 
and ..tialis Avenue, except the south 100 feet occupied by lJir . Taft t"s 

studios . In 1925 'lr . Taft paid a proportion of the 1924 tax amount
ing to $268 . 80 . -~v ere we to bill Mr . Taft on the previous basis for 
the proportionate share of the 1925 taxes he would be billed $289 . 60 . 
However, the south 100 feet and buildings occupied by Mr . Taft have 
been assessed, after the front part of the property has been exempted 
a full valuation of ~24,500 and a tax for the year 1925, $1 , 108 . 64 . 
By receiving exemption on the front portion of the property the Uni
versity has saved on account of the 1925 taxes , $1,905 . 76 . 

In view of the fact that to bill wir . Taft the full amount of 
the 1925 taxes would work a serious hardship upon him and inasmuch 
as he and his associates contribute greatly , by their influence , 
sldll and knowledge, to the educational work of the Art Department 
of the University, it has occurred to me that you may wish to recom
mend to the Committee on Expenditures that the practice of billing 
1lr . Taft on a basis of a full valuation of $ 6 ,400 be continued , and 
that the University assume the balance of the tax bill charging the 
assumed balance to the Art Department equipment and expense . 

It is believed that it will be possible. to appear before the 
Board of Review this autumn and obtain a reduction in the amount of 
the assessment which in turn will reduce the amount of tax and tax 
balance to be assumed by the University, should you approve the 
above suggestion . 

Yours very 

LHL:GEB 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

Department of Art 

c 0 p y 
May 5, 1926 

My dear Mr. Woodward: 

The Taft studios are of direct educational 
value to the University in the following ways: 

Classes of University students visit them 
periodically to observe processes of sculpture. 
In addition this, there is on view material which 
Mr. Taft has designed for demonstration of his
tory of art in schools. The large collection of 
examples of statuary, illustrating various periods, 
is of great value to our art work. 

The studios also make it possible for some 
University students to continµe their art educa
tion when otherwise it would be impossible to do so. 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) Walter Sargent 

WS:AF 
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