
r. Mouldu 

ttbe 'tllntt"ersitli of <Ibicago 

April xwenty our 
l 9 2 9 

I note th8t t e for 

privileges 

am 

r. Wood ard. 

the~ to 

·/& 
L. R. Steere 

( 





Ube lilntl'etstt)] ot <.tbtcago 

April 1929 

Mr. Steere: 

Thank you for sending to me the: copy of Mr. Woodvrard' s 

lett er of April 5 relating to the Michelso_ 87perimcnt on the Midway 

or somewhere in the park system. 

We had proc eeded with nd wer~ well on the 

way towards officials and their 

coop er ation when we were advised by 

and had decided to conduct 

I hav e verifi ed this with 

definit ely decided to conduct 

tha t there is nothing more for us 

to at th e University. 

JOHN F. MOULDS 

JFM:HS 
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ROOM 1300, 189 W . MADISON ST. 
TELEPHONE FRA NKLI N 1034 

Ube 'Ulnil'ersitl? of (tbfcago 
~mce ot tbe 11'1ce:::JDtestt)ent ant) :Eustness ·~anager 

A ril Eight 
1 9 2 9 

Der Mr. Wood1ard: 

I h ve your note on th Michelson 

experiments to be u dertaken on the [idw y 

and shall be very glad to t::i.ke Ud c:- m tter up 

and advise you promptly. 

Very 

L • . R. Steer 

rnr. Frederic Wood1Vard 
The University of Chi ago 

LRS : EVB 





April 51 1·29 

Pro et:F·or Michel ion iahos to a · .L eli· in· .. .r 
oxper1 ent on tle velocit /· f ie: ht over a, hal 
•.:..

1 s str-~tol: along v, .a fi'iid a~r or a m v~h,-:ire in tho 
pa~·~ ~ystt:m, ~- .) •:.iibly along the out.er '.\rl e. ·Th 

x ... riment W'vuld inv·::>lva the C·J1 structbn )f t:,;~ 

concrete pier~ and the erection of a couplEi of 
saull wood~n buildi1 gs. Both piers ard mall 
bu..:. .ding viauld be removed co.mpl '-'·~1..,. as soon 
as the experia"'nt was finish 0 d. 

'WOY.! ·er it llr. Fair ·eather, ~r M:>ulds, or ... o. eon. 
e: "e can take this t ... er up "'.ith t·e . fi'ici ... s of 
tha South Par\ B. •r and eee if : ~r.mi·ssion c ,n e 
o . ·ta1.ned. If fur th(:Jr inforrne.tion is d(~Sil"';~d ... 
f'!ug 'a ,;t t h;) t ;:\?'. lfiohels·1 be; consu t i.. ... d. 

r. L. • Steere 
Ci ; Off'" ce 

FREDERIC WOODWARD 

Acting PresJ.dent 

\' 



• 



Mr. Gale thinks that two months will cover 
the time the piers and buildings would have 
to stand. 
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Ube Ulnt"ersit\2 of (tbfcago 
'Rl?eteon ~bl?Sical '.liaboratotl? 

A "Dr i1 3 , 1 9 2 9 

President Woodward, 
Faculty ?xchan~e. 

Professor Michel son would 1 ikP. to try a 

preliminary experiment on the . Velocity of Light over 

a half mile stretch along the Midway. The experiment 

would involve the construction of two concrete piers 

and the erection of a couple of small wooden buildings. 

We would, of course, expect to remove all traces of our 

occupancy after the experiment was finished. 

Vill you see if you can secure permission 

for us to do this, either al on~ the Midway or else-

where in the Park System, nossibly alono- the 0'1ter 

dr ive'Z 

Very truly yours, 

H(}'1/R 
tt~-4r.le-
HP.Dry r. ~a.le. 





July 12., J.929 

~~ dear fJ.r. Heisenberg: 

In oonferonov with otn~n:· dmini s'trative otfic~.e;:r 
I have tteri:api:.ed to reach soria solutiun of your 
cnfftcuHy in the matt.:.:t .. of epiyig en·,.r, r;c~'ents 
that :r:m nah to meet in the Orif1nt on ~ay 
back tc} Gerr:;ttt'l..J'. 

I i 5 truo t . &tt 1#e have providod at ti110·~ G 

.redu ·e a. fe ~ days t.he contract period of' tnstructors 
by having th:~m 61 v-e eAtra lecturer or secure 
substitutes. The .1ec,md method in your .a3e 
is obviou~~ly out of the ':ru~:·;"'ti"'n inasmuch a·~ 
your materials are uniquely your own. Fu thor-
.ioro, we bolievo t m• presence ... n the Quadra11gles 
for · questi(,, r1s fr rn s.dvana<~d ztudente may be quite 

::; impc rtant a.s lec~turcs dsli vc;:rcd fo ~.w.lly. for 
these r1.)asnn~, and because we sh< uld feel under 
obligation to the Board of Trusteee11 t'• Cf:f.rry put 
thei. contract w-1 th ·I: , ! g, .. ·t;;a tly ret:ret. t\at it 
is n.:-rt mact'tct:tblc for tJS to attcL:'t condcm~·int; 
y~,ur $•,:1:>;lrtl to.rm pI"Ot~ram int.o the f.: '.r;)t ten ,;;;.o_]. 

r t~: S{}C(:)' d t :: m,, I hn ' c that .r ~ wi 11 rind 
"""t ._Jossible now to arrange fol"' all ,"J:f' t71e n~eY.h 
of y ur work up to tht:; <::•penlng of th~ fino.1 wek 
5'.'> thnt .ve may feel oiw oblig!iti ,1s i:o ti.le Un.:vc)r­
si ty a pn'>ximat.-..l-r1 a.ccompliahe • 

tr. t orne::r neisenherg 
Dopa ... tm.ent of hysic-':~ 

a.cul tJ Bxchan""c 

DAVID H. STEVENS 

/ _) 

\ 

' 





Se ·amber 261 l 27 

.De r "iir. Lorn.on: 

I have just road ynur l~tt~r of Sept :"'tel"' 3 
r 0;;:gardinz work .. rJposc.d bv ·the .l'1•:;;.~:i,~··:1 J.n~i...1 u>:t. 

o: c:, 1u-rc, su~b c..~nm,..,r,~:· ti.!" ... ai\•4i."'C !.rrtc1"'es+ing 
and ~WV'! an :.de l':t,c-i..1 ~'8t'Iaanc.n.t value• r~ yvU decide 
to te.ke nn tho rork I ha·va no doubt Uiat 1 v·e of 

Uh.1 n ths , ·ui t~ ..; ut .• a:;, wo tild be gx-a.x.l tod 
L1 a ... e t·1.e de.vartu-.ent makf!"S the 

Mr. Harvey B. Lea·Jn 
Faculty ~change 

'That I 
of much 
vhc 

I 
work 
t.iiae 

llax Ma.son 

.President 



! 
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HARVEY B. LEMON 

BONNIE DUNE 

PIER 35, HAMLIN LAKE 

LUDINGTON, MICHIGAN 

President Max Mason , 
university of Chica~o. 

y dear Pres1ae iV;ason : . 

S ·otember 3 , 192'/. 

enclosed letter fro1 

Before answering tne 

1rector L.W,fiutchint o 

the American institute of the Citv of hew York 

I should li~e to have your advice on several 

matters. 

Do you think their oroposed plan of spenain-

One Hundred 'lhonsand Dollars (or a winter series 

or po9ular scientific lectures , each lecture 

runnin~ a week in some ~ew York theatre is ~ood 

educational policy ana orooa ~arda~ l know very 

little about this or~a~ization, distin~uishe 

perhaps in the past , certainly not a leading 



(2) 
~ 

0 f orQ'anization in national or even local affairs ;-f 

r.. s ~ 
Vl 0 M <'3 today. 'lhis is an attemot at rejuvenation I Q) q . .., cG «> 
r-1 f.: f..t 

\ $.t Q) (,) believ 
Q} a i 

Q) 

r/l m f..i 
Cll 

~ 1lheir let·ter of is ten·ta ti ve and np' ID "'\ It'\ course 
.!:I Q,) . <'"' 
.;-' .Cl 0 0 

N definite. In case an adequate pro ~ram of able 
·~ •r-1 r/l ~ 

J..i Q s:: 
0 (4-f •r-1 'OJ) 0 lecturers is arranged, and adequate tunas oro-CH 0 a., s::I ~ s 

0 •ri ~ 
Q ;> >.. 

~ 
.. ~ vided to carry it out, wouid you re ,~ ard l t as 

cU r... .~ "" r-f 
,-f ::s Cl ..c -f . 
0.. ·I-=' co ?:3 CQ desirable from the point of view of the university 

Q) $.t Cl) CH 
'-H r.. ,:1-1 .0 +:i JJ 0 0 and our deo artment for me to undertake the direc-

Cl) S... ~ (I) t> 
(J) ~.3 ::s "° 0 )7.i 

from a technical &:l co 0 E! r/l Cd tion of the production sia. 
•r-f •r-1 :>. Q) ,.:0 
:-i 0 ~ •f-t of the entire series ·the y ,p r o 9 o s e '? - .:-J (J) f-H 0 as 

(i~ 0 f-1 0 t» 
'-"' 0 """ t>;. tbis desirable a. ~ ... M Would you regard rrom my own 

"'d (\) i::: cu s..i (J) 

s:l 0 .o CD i> ooint of view·? It woulct involve layina asi cu ,,.; •i-i +.: .a 
r-4 ·~ s 

$..I •rl (\5 ID <1> (cxcep t for conferences with my graduate s tu den ls) 
Cl) ~ •r-1 Q, ·t-=> 
~ t) 0 Q.., 
-t-) 'U Q) ~ c ~ a research pro~ram in which I am l! uc n interestea 
Q) s:t M-f' ~ fJ. ~ 

r-f C\'S 0. d 
Q, r:' o.n of course only ±or six months. 

$.t <1> "' "' s;:: 
•c-1 0 'n 
Q) s:: Q) Cll i;.. F'i nal ly could I ob t ain leave ot absence ro 

.Q Q) S4 '"d ::s 
+:> $..I <D S4 ""d oeriod provided my deoartment <1> 0 C(; S UC h WO l' k f 0 r this 
© <H 0 'al\ ~ L 
I'll Q) •n Cl) 0 would cone u1, i 11 t,he reoues t 'r 0 S4 f/l ~ •r-1 

r-f + 
(,) S4 • ~ r-f ,. 
0 ::s G> ...,:i co CJ 
<I> 0 r-1 •r-f s;:: co 

l>J •r-1 s: 0 > 
1-i ' H Cll 

14 S4 -0 
0 I>. (l) 0 

··H a 0 



250 WEST !.i1TH STR EET 
CHARTERE D 1~28 

OF THE CITY 

Dr . Harvey B. Lemon 
Bonnie Dune 
Pier 35, Hamlin Lake 
Ludington, Michigan 

Dear Dr . Lemon: 

P HON E: C OLUMBU S 2 742 

OF NEW YORK 

August 31, 1927 

You will recall that Mr . Hilberry wrote you 
back in June about e possible demonstration 
by .you in New York City next winter . Since 
then many things have happened towards making 
this series of de 10nstre.tions possible, but 
the project is not even yet definitely as­
sured . We have found whet we sensed in the 
beginning, that such an undertaking was ex­
ceedingly di~ficult -- particularly so, be­
cause we were determined that it should not 
degenerate into de~onstrated lectures . 

"tJ!Y purpose in -vvri ting you novv is to find out 
if you c·ould be interested in doing a certain 
job if in the next two or three weeks the 
project could be definitely assured. Would 
you be in a position to take on the job of 
directing the proauction of the entire series 
of de monstrations? Tbis would mean, of 
course, at least six months full time of in­
tensive effort; it would mean working from 
New York City . 

I fully anpreciate how difficult such a move 
may seem to you, and, of course, it may be 
utterly impossible . But after talking it 
over with Dr . Sheldon end others it seemed 
that there could not be any harm done by ask­
ing you . 





Dr. Hrrvey B. Lemon - 2 -

I am enclosing a copy of a demonstrati on plan worked out by Mr . Hilberry, as he sa.ys, 11 !·rom experiments ..... by Dr. Hervey Brace Lemon" . Perhaps he has already sent you a copy of this. 

You will be interested to kno~: that plans have now been completed by Tne Institute 1·or bring­ing ou~ next w1nGer an industrial history of the lest hundred years. It is to be edited by Frederic William vile, Introduction by 
Secretary Hoover, chapters by some twenty-five industrial leaders, and published by George H. Doran . 

I trust, Dr. Lemon, that y u will give our request the proper consideration, understa.nd­ing thet it is mentioned ~o you at this moruent only to learn if you would be in a position to do the work, providing.~~Qviding all other arrange 1ents ~ere satisfactory. 

L. 

yours, 

H 
I . utcnins 
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P-nneth c o n, ~r titio irector 
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The American Institute of he City of Be Y T was 
rganized in leas. Its oh rter~ g nted y spec1 1 

t of he e fork Legisl ture, r ds: •..• ttincorpo­
.r ted for ·t e r o e of encou.r ging end r01 otin 
domestic indU try in t1i tate nd the Unite t tes 
••••••• by such w ys d ens a shall ppee.r to e 
oat ex edient;..... est blish and in in rofes­

eor hips and lectures n id Oity. f New York n 
tural History, . hy ice and Chemistry, ,md their 

pplio tion to tbe Arts. 

The American Ins 1tute h s, duT1~g its ninety-nine 
years f oontinuou operation, erfor ed a wide 
v riety o orks ·n the intere t of m~rican indus­
try. A r1ef 11 t will serve to indicat their 
diversity: 

le annu 1 F irs of the old A er1otu1 
In i u e, egiru'irig n 1828, portrayed 
t e current growt nd progree of 
you·hful Amerio • I provementa and 
accomplishments in ll fields of endee.vor--

n a 1oulture, oo eroe, manufactur s 
and rts* -- ere di play d for t e 
enli htenment and encouragement of a 
trlvlng peo le. 

e buildin s occu ie , far-f 
r s ective times, indicate the 
of the Institute rairs: 

1828-1833-- aso ie 11, B oa y and Pearl 
~treet, then the center of •little 
old York.• 

1833-1846-- 1blo • s rden, now the Aquarium 
in ttery r • H h re Jenny 
ind nee s ng.• 

on ixth Avenue, 
1846-1855--0 atle rden, slleflt...-... 

between 40tb nd 42nd treets, 
destroyed by tire while occupied 

y th F ir. 





-2-

1B5B-1SS~--Pala~e G rden1 on 14t treet near Sixth Avenue. 
1863-1869--Academ.y of sic, .14th treet d Irving 1 oe. 
1969-1891--Tbe me of the A rlc Insti­ute, the entire block on Third A enue b t een 63rd and 64th treets nd through eco d Avenue. In t is large h ll. for more 

t twenty year i ma oth' ex­hibit iona were he d. 
1891-1924-- t other ew Y;rk h w lacea, noluding old di on qu.are Garden the ngineering Societl uilding, th '8,irs were held. 

Oth r ty io 1 achei e en s of 
r : 

e American Inst1tute 

Legi lature of e Yor St te geological ur ey of t e t te was sea in consequence of a reso-lution f the A erican Institu e ·opted roh 19th 1835. 11 

T lnvesti 
the oaus 
tute a 

d ascertain, if 

or 





-3-

.lr ng · easur a presented. for Oongression&l 
ao ion ere t e eeu ption o eoi p y-
ments, he et1 n. l Bankruptcy Act, the 
su.bstituti n of casb p y ents for Oueto 
Hou e credits, nd divisi n of bllc 
lands o the sev~r 1 et tes f the Union. 

T e first ricultur l nvent1on a bel 
under the auspices of the American Ins~1 tute. 

In an effort to est bllsh the e1lkwol1n in­
du try ~n his country the Institute im­
ported se d 01 the bite lberry a d dis-
tribu:..e • 

The .o yteo mio tion f t e Institute 
s st rted in 843 the onversational 

0 ub. 

laws an 
f fice 
in this 
to t e 

nE ·tu e, ue to ohan~ing industrial 
t necessary to seek new 

• »f r n e t ns ve survey of 
in tri l e nditions lt wes found t at science. 
articul rly fundamental sc1e4t1f1c research, needs 

poti-ular present ti n that be gene l blio m y 
better understand its import~nce e.na in turn be led 
to support it in such ways ,a i y be r sented fro 
ti e to time . FUrther, it eoogn1zed th t this 

rtloular ork, wl1lle different in 1 ts methods_ is 
basically the ea e as erformed by the Institute 
thr ugh t t e ntur - - ork or which a g ne l 

embershi orgs.nization 1s p rtieularly suited. 

Pros otu of O er tions !or 1928:. 

Centenni 1 y r T e A erloan Institute 

oienoe in it v riou h sea ls resented periodically 
o cientific e.n s 1-soient1f1o audiences by me ne of 





er , 
undou t 
is i ~ 

uited f 
blic. 

to 
an 
... c 

- -

e .ericen Institu e 
buildin- id-to.n 

T~ t t not e left o che.noe 

be t e 

audience ay be to o :i e ent "ra ter 1 e 

l 

o ion 

for 
10 

l ed to aeel subsc iptions to the s riee in :vano , ur1ng next t 11. Colnc dent 1 y with the subsori tion l cam aign nd co tinu1n hr ng ou the 





damonstr tlon series. n extensive publicity campaign 
ill be rosee t d. 

ile the bove re the l 
several extension , in no t 
tio in t e d. 
in t e succes 

e ucoe s, 
book baaed. on 

the 
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In the bsence r Pr esident 

lason t Lis wil l aoknowledge t.he receipt of 

upon his :return. 

lfr • Ha r"'ve:r B • f,.errr::i n 
Bonnie bun 
Pief 55, Hamlin J.;a.ke 
Ludington, liehigen 
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List t aoient1f1o f ielda co piled at a. meeting 
f the ci nt1f1c dv1sory Oo 1tt e on June l. 

It is intended th t t e ten su.bjects will be 
oho en from his lie • 

l'eture f ound 
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Dr . osca.r Riddle 
lteae!treh. s·taff 1 ce,:r.~egte Ineti ttttiml 

Oo ld Spring Ha .r:'bor 
Long lslRilti., Ne1r York 

Pr. Julius lfineberger, Divisi.on engineer 
R. 0 .- A. L2b(l'.NJt tor-ies 
va,n aortlat1dt }'lfLtk • I} sa.xo:n Aves. 
lle1'1 York City 

Dr~ R. w. King, ~ditor 
Bel_ 1l'ec hnloal t ·rn.1:rne l 
195 Broz d.\i~Y 
New York City 
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Professor Max Mason 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Professor Mason: 

June 15, 1927 

At the last meeting of the Council of the American Physical 
Society attention was called to the serious financial situation 
confronting the Physical Review which res~ts from the rapidly 
increasing vol':l111e of material to be published. A committee is 
being formed to consider vario~s means for meeting this situation 
and will report to the Council probably at the next meeting of 
the Society. As a temporary measure of relief it bas been 
suggested that we make application for a grant of $1000 from the 
~blication Fund of the National Academy. Up to the present time 
the ait~tion has not been so serio~s as to warrant o~r making 
such an application. 

I have cons~lted with several members of the Physics Section 
of the Academy with whom I have had occasion to correspond and 
find that they are unanimo~s in favoring an application for such 
a grant. I am therefore writing to all the members of the Section 
in order to obtain their support of this application in case it 
is their j~dgment that the application should be made. As I 
~derstand it the Committee on Grants meets earl;r in the aut~. 

I shall greatly appreciate 7our assistance if 70~ will drop 
me a line at 1o~r earliest convenience stating whether 7ou favor 
the proposed application or not. 

Very sincerely yo~rs 

KTC/L 
;f: 'i---,.?' ~ 
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Vy' dear llr. Cot1pton1 

It ooctar• to a• that you ~•Y be glad to learn ot the exoell•nt 
pro1poot of a gift which will enable •• greatly to lnotea1e 
t !1e spaoe and ta.citltl•a ot th• departaent1 now hou1e4 ln 
Ryeraon Laboratory. It is only a proppect. but the Pr•aiclent 
is Tery hopettal that lt will be realised. 

l know you ud ywr wlte haTe been d•eply oonoernad. about the 
dtttteulty or aecnaring ••tlataotory llYlng quarter• and at the 
augg•ation of the Pteeident I wi•h to aak it there ~a any way 
in whioh the Uni••raity can be or uaistance to you. Other 
new m81Dbera or the taoulty haTe experieDoed the ,..,. d1tti• 
oulty and we realise that we must do eTerythlng po1aible to 
aaaiat in 101Y1ng the problem. I hope 7ou 'Will be pertectly 
hank in making any wggeation that 7ou may ha•• in mind. 

ith warm regard. and with the hope that you are having a good 
tm•. 

r. Arthur Compton 
o/o Ryeraon Lab0rato17 
Paoulty Exehe.ng• 

FCW*L 

Your• alncerely, 

Frederic C. Yfoodward 

I 
I 
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Ube 'Ulni"ersit~ of ~bicago 
1Rl2ttson ~bl2Sical 'lLaboratOt\2 

University of the Panjab, 
Lahore, India. 
Dec • t , 1926 • 

President Max Mason, 
The University of Chicago, 
Chica6o, Ill., U. S. A. 

Dear President Mason: 

This letter is occasioned immediately 
by a letter just received, offering me again a professor­
ship at Princeton. It .deals, however, with a matter which 
we have discussed several times in conversation - the pitifully 
inadequate condition of the equipment of Ryersop Laboratory. 
There is no one who is informed regarding the situation 
who will not agree that in order co place our laboratory 
in a position to do effective physics research and effective 
instruction in the methods of research there are needed 
greatly increased equipment and shop facilities. It is 
only by wise handling of the available funds that Michelson 
and Gale have made it possible for some research of first 
quality to be done. At the same time, work on many o~her 
problems that have been under way has been greatly handi­
capped and even stopped by lack of facilities. 

This situation has repeatedly been called 
to the attention of the administration, which has always 
been sympathetic; but conditions still remain as they were 
when I came in 1923. In particular, I made a formal request 
through Dean Gale and Professor Michelson to President Burton 
in the autumn of 1924 for $100,000 to be spent at once for 
equipment and '*>40,000 as an annual budget for the depart­
ment. Though no definite promises were made, I was given 
the assurance that every effort would be made to supply the 
department with approximately this income. Yet when I left 
Chicago last summer our budget remal~ed at Z25,000, and no 
additional money had been made available for the purchase 
of equipment. As one whose life is devoted to experimental 
research and the teaching of methods of research, I am 
unwilling to leave myself any longer in a position where my 
students and I are handicapped by the lack of needed equip-
ment. 

I feel that the following program is 
a minimum of what is necessary to put the experimental work 
in Ryerson on an adequate working basis: (1) An annual 
working budget, from July t, 1927, of 145,000 for equip-
ment and running expense, and (2) an additional fund of 
1100,000 to start us with adequate equipment, to be spent 
or contracted for by July t, 1929. I should like to have 
S25,000 of this fund available for buying apparatus in Europe 
this spring. 



• 



I hope that it will be found possible to supply 
the Physics Department with this money, for otherwise 
I do not see how . I can afford to return to Chicago, in 
spite of the strong ties of loyalty and friendship which 
draw me back. 

Will you kindly give this matter your immediate 
attention, since President Hibben awaits an answer from me 
which I cannot give until I hear from you. 

In a letter to Dean Gale I am discussing these 
questions tn greater detail. 

With warmest personal regards, 

Yours very sincerely, 

Arthur H. Compton 
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Ootober 19, 1926 

Dear ~ bro ka 

I hope lt may be po1•1ble tor rou to come down 

th1• week end to ue tbe.t rtalt whieh I wrote about 

Both Gal and l will bet here and wlll be tree 

an7 tliae Sl.~1 snornlng or S.Uy, Jt JOU Will be ~o.od 

enough to wlre me when you oan get here it will be a 

oonveniuoe to •• 

Proi'eaeor .J.B. Van Vleot, 
Departm.n1t ot Phnlc1 • 
Univer1lt1 Of' Xin:neaota• 
M1nneapo11• 1 inn. 

MM R 

Max Mason 
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l hop• that it will be po ,dble fa . ~~u to drop into 
Oh1Cnlif:O in tha nea:r f\lt~e ~ltd tt:.tllt ~d.th DvM1 ~:ltb and r.mr~el:t 

doing, Clld. :feel thtlt th~ in m~ tban a 11k•111tnod tM.t ,1re 
ahottld. ~ll be verr ha#.rXt it yottr· 1'1.~e ?JO:tlt were <loa~ hare. 
!he SWrmer arl$r ends Septembe,r 3 a:ad De~ 1 Onl''l 'd. 1 be lc~v• 
ing at that time f;>r ltl vr:\naUtm. ! ~: tni.td. be ava11 l>l.a a :" .. ll.J' 
time on a. re~ e1.~~ ~wt1oc, bttt it woulti bt>) p?efertible it yol1 .. 

l'rofessor J . TI . Vaa Vloelt c/ o l)ena.rtm~n t 11f Ph~1'~$10d 
ttniversity- of ~un:.'1a~tl; 
JU~.,,_ee:pol.h, !U,n,r\eao ·,. 

Cordially yours 

Max Jifiason 

/ 
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DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS 

Pr aid nt Max M~son, 
Univ rsity of Chicago , 
Chicago, I 11. 

Dear Pr sident Mason: 

:Unttttrsity nf •tnntsnta 
C!!nllrgr nf t;rtrurr. iUit.eraturr. an~ tlfr !\rt.a 

.illlltnueapnlts 

s pt. 20, 1926. 

I did not return to Minn a.polis from Europe unti 1 ye sterda.y, 

o..nd so I hav just no ~1 rec iv d your letter of Augu st 23, which I much 

d.ppr ciate . I am sorry th re bven uch a long, tnough unavo~dable 

delay in my answ r . Un:fortunu.t l y you:r letter r...,a.ched here just a 

littl..., too l~te to b for Nard d to rr.y Europ~.in addre s so 

If you still desir me to com to Chicago for a conference, 

I should be glad to co eo. I can co ~e th lat t ...., r part of ti i s e k, 

before el s.s ees start h .... re, or I can doubtl·=ss arr <-~nge my work to g~t 

w.w:..y son: do.y at a later date . Possibly you may pr .: fer th latter if 

D an Gale has not y t r turn d from his Vci.Cd.tion, or if you are v .... ry 

b u.sy this w k. 
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l"a~rs by J. H. Va~ Vleck. 

{l} The Dilemma of the Helium Atom. 
Phys. Rev. !2_, Ll9, 1922. 

( 2) The normal helium atom and its relation to _the Quantum 
Theory~ 
. Phil. Mag. 44 • 842--869, 19 22. - ·-

( 3j Kemble and Van ~/leek.· 
n the tbeor/ of the temperature VAriation of . the specif ... 

io heat of h,ydrogen •. 
Phys. Rev. 21, 653-661, 19230 

(4) loteb on Quantum Theory of the helium arc spectrum. 
hys. Rev. 21, 372, 1923. 

(b} Two notes on quantum conditions. 
Phys. Rev. ~. 547-5~8. 1923. 

(6J The specific heat of an elastic gy osoopia model of the 
hydrogen moleaQle. 

Phys. ~ev. 23. 308, 1924. 

(7) The absorption of radiation by multi ly periodic orbits 
and its relation to the correspondence - rinci r>le anfl the 
~ ayleigh-Jeans law. 
Part I. Jome extensions of the correspondence principle. 

Phys. Rev. 24, 330-346, 1924. 

( 8} :!:art IL Caloulation of absorption by multi ply periodic 
orbits. 

ys. Rev. ~. 347-565, 1924. 

( 9) ~ourn~ Optical Soc. 9. 27, 1924. 

(l<» Half quanta and the stability of relativ1stio orbits. 
Phys. Rev. 2b, 108, 1925. 

(lll Virtual oscillators and the scattering in the Quantum The­
ory. 

Phys. Rev. 25. 242, 1920. 

(12J Hutchinson and Van Vleok. 
Half qt1anta and the specific heat of h..rdrogen. 

Phys. Rev. 25. 243, 1925. 
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( 13j Proc. liat. !load. 11, 612, 192b. 

(l4J Bulletin of the ffationa.l Research Council. lfo. b4, 192&. 
516 pngcs. 

(15J The stati~t1onl equilibrium of multiply periodic orbits 
in olassioal black body radiation,. Part IIL 

rro a npea.r i.n J?hys. H ev. 





Sept ember t?. 1926 

/ 
Dea,r: De6n Galea 

l have a letter from Van Vleck who has Just 

returned from Europe.. Be •111 oome doa almost anN 

time we aak him to. Will you please get in touch with 

me by telephone ou your errlYal that we may &rrange a 

day convea1e».t for both ot uf tor b1 .s vlalt. 

Dean Reury G. Gale 
Baculty .ixeb.ange 

Max Ma s on 
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September 22, 1926 

113'" dear »r.vanfleck: 

Your letter of September 20 to President 
Mason was reoeived •urlng h1a absence. 
I have been ln aommun1cation with hi~ , 
however~ and he atates that he wculd pra­
ter to have you come down at some time 
after tnis week. He will oommunicato 
with you regarding a convenient time upon 
his return. 

Ginceroly yours. 

William E. Scott 

Secretary to the Pree1dent 

Kr. ~.B. TanVleck. 
Un1Yers1t7 of ainnesota, 
X1nneapol1s. •1nneaota. 

WES R 
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ll1". ~lJi. Van Vleok-, 
l"opnrtuen o,r Physioa,. 
lJai•ea1t,7 et~••'-•~ 
~P•lit., Mtnn$Oota. 
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STAFF 

A. P. CARMAN E. M . LITTLE 

C . T.- KNIPP F. W . COOKE 

F.R.WATSON V.M . ALBERS 

J, KUNZ A. D. HUMMELL 

W.F. SCHULZ K . H.HUBBARD 

E. H . WILLIAMS G. M . RASSWEILER 

R , F, PATON W. D. LANSING 

C. C. SCHMIDT A. J. MCMASTER 

K . 0 . SMITH P. W, KETCHUM 

W. M . YOUNG 

C. N, WALL 

R. L . TAMBLING 

H. N , SWENSEN 

B . F, RUNYON 

President Hax Us.son, 
Universit? of Ohicap:o, 
Chic8~o, Illinois. 

Deer President HPson: 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
PHYSICS DEPARTMENT 

URBANA, ILLINOIS 

1925·1926 

1926. 

NATIONAL RESEARCH 
FELLOW 

E. E . LIBMAN 

INSTRUMENT MAKER 
AND MECHANICIANS 

A. TORNQUIST 

W. C . DEEM 

C. W. FIEG 

CLERK 

DELLA ROGERS 

You probahly do not remernher me ~ s I le.Pt 17.Tisconsil:1 soor1 
e,fter ym.i c,:irr,e there. Ho~ever, heinrr in neeo o'f Rdvice, T Prr. 
writinrr to you knowinP-' that you will help me if' it is possible 
for y011 to do so. · 

I havo been in the Pl--ysicB Departnent e ... t Illinois lon?: 
enouk.h so that I should 'be recei vinp; advancement cut, on s.ccount 
of' our dep!1rt~T!2nt 's being "tor 1!_eAv~r", Prof'essor Carm~n is uns.ble 
to obtain it 0

0.t• me ~l t~:ot.:E:.h he ri~u~ se.id repeetedly that I deserve 
it. The P~ysice Department At Illinois is peculiar in thPt there 
are f'our Prof'essors and one Associn.te 'Pr-o°fGLsor ahead of me ( I am 
Assistant Professor) And one Associc-te and no instructors below me. 
We have n lar~e number of assistants. 

I did my underrrPih1a te worlr And two yearn of' f!radua,te work 
at ~isconsin. The last year of my graduate work was with Professor 
Kunz at Illinois. 

~Y relations ~ith the dep9rtm~nt are cordial and the only 
rePson t:hA.t I ha.ve -ror thinkin~ that I oui:rht to attemnt to secure 
a position elsewher~\s the ·f:'Bct that th.er~ r-mpe?rs to~ be little 
hone -Por adv~nce~ent here et the present time. 

- If you t!1inh· I em rir-:ht, I shPll be ver;r ~rs.te-rul to ,rou 
i ·f' vou will keen me :i.n ni.nd in cnse vov hear o.P P vac~.ncy in a 
Physics nosition. I ?m not nerRo~--ellv verir well e.cqm3irited with 
an~ ~em~ers of' the Phv~ics henart~ent ~t ~he University of' Chica20. 
If' .. I Vil'ere I Ari oui te sure that either Professor Compton or Prof'essor 
Gale would ~~ve op-portunitv to put me in touch with vace_.ncies. 

I ~.ri sorry to intrude on your time but sha.11 be ,r;ra teful if 
you -Pind tbat you can assist me. 



n 

- '\ f'\ 

' r 

r 

r -



Ube 'Ulni"ersft\2 of (tbf cago 
'Rl2eteon ~bl?etcal 'liaboratotl2 

March sixteenth, 
Nineteen twenty six. 

President 1'!ax Mason, 
The University o1 Chica~o, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

My dear President i.~ason , 

In view of thP nreparations 

necessary for my work at thP :Mount 1t:ilson 

Observatory during thA coming Summer it will 

be necessary for me to devote the greater 

part of my time to this preparation. I 

would, t:'1erefore, request permission to be 

excused from my regular duties during the 

Spring Quarter. 

M/K 





Prof. A. ~. Miohelaon 
~·acu 1 t ~r ,xchnnge 

Dear Professor Michelson: .. 

.Maroh 20 
1 9 2 6 

I have your note or Mar6h 16 with refer• 
enoe to relief from ordinary work during the 
spring in order to prepare for the summer 
~nark at Mount ;,rilaon. 

I understnnrl . thnt this will have to be 
referred to the Roard of Trusteea. I ehAll 
be glad to pne~ it on to the n~w nrlrn1nietra­
tion with my recommendatiqn that it be 
granted. 

8incerel:v yours. 

James H. Tufte 

JHT*L 





Doar Dean Gale: 

~he ?resident saw your letter 

of February 25 onclos1ng a statement from 

Profess .or Compton Just before h& left for 

California, but I think he did not hnve 

ti~e to aoknowlodge it. I shnll see that 

the matter is gga1n called to his attan­

t1on upon his return. 

Yours sincerely. 

Dean Henry G. Gale. 

FVl:S 

F. c. Woodward (signed} 
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February 22, 19~6 . 

Dear Dean Gale : 

As the time for the administration ' s action 
on our department budget approaches , the matter of the in­
adequacy of our labor,atory equipment is again forced upon 
my attention . ?n reviewing the correspondence of a year 
ago between President Burton and myself , I am convinced more 
strongly that ever of the errsential accuracy of the estimate 
then made of the financial needs of our department . You 
will recall that this included an immediate outlay (within 
two or three years) of itoo,ooo, supported by an annual 
appropriation of m40 , 000 starting at once . I have seen 
no indication that any material increase in our budget is 

. c~ntemplated (in spite of your recommendations), and I naturally 
view tne future of the department with some appreh€nsion. 

The experience of the department during the 
past year bas, I feel, emphasised the inadequacy ~f our 
equipment. I refer especially to our failure to secure the 
men we have desired in our department. In the case of Hull, 
the great disparity between the experimental facilities 
at the General Electric Company and at Chicago must have been 
a large factor in his decision to remain where he is . It 
stands to reason that the universities must afford their men 
facilities equal to, or at least comparable with, those of 
the leading industrial laboratories if they are to retain the 
leading experimental physicists . Chadwick also showed no 
consider-·able interest in coming here, and Osgood thinks it 
unlike+y . that he could be drawn unless we were in a position 
to offer him eqmipment for research in radioactivity equal 
to that at Cambridge . In an informal conversation with 
Foote last Spring I found that in his mind our shortage in 
such ordinary things as stdrage batteries, meters, etc. 
indicated a 6eneral lack of facilities which would be a 
serious handicap to any active research . 

Furthermore , when we compare our own labora­
tory with those in such universities as Princeton, Harvar~ , 
California Tech and Yale, we cannot feel that we are setting 
the middle west a satisfactory example of the way in which 
experimental Physics research should be carried on . It seems 
that on the experimental side Chicago is standing still, 
while these and o~her universities are forging ahead as the 
rapid developments in Physics require that they should . 
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The fact that to financ·e the physics department in 
this way makes it a favored department cannot be avoided, 
and is frankly recognized in some universities. Perhaps 
President Mason is in an exceptionally difficult position 
thus to emphasise the physics department . It is justified, 
however, by the fact that the great advances in knowledge 
in this era seem to be coming in physics (and medicine), 
and the history of science has shown the importance of 
stressing the important fields~~ c.b ~· 

In any case it seems evident to me that unless our 
department receives substantially the financia11 support we 
recommended last year, we cannot long keep the leading place 
that we now hold. 

Hopefully, 
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'ttbe 'Ulnf \"ersit~ of (tbfcago 
IDepattment of <Ibemtsttl2 

February 26, 926. 

President ~ lfu.son. 

Dear President ~.a.son: 

I sent Dee~n Ga e a. copy of r:i.y recent memorandum 
to you in regard to the new laboratory. Dean 
Ga.le informs me that he ha.s exchanged no rema.:r:ks 
-~hatever wit you concerning the remodeling of 
Ke~t Chem.:.cal Labnr tory. .wvi ently the rena.rk 
to which I refer concerned a question in ~;r. 
Gale ' s oi.m mind. 

I am, 

Your s~~cerely, ~ ~ 

JS/CF 
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ttbe 'Ulnt\lersttp of <tbtcago 
'R)?erson ~bl?stcal '.lLabotatotl? 

February 25, 1928 

President Max Mason 
University of Chicago 

Dear President ~aeon: 

I enclose a statement which .nrthur Compton recently sent 
to me and asked me to call to your attention. 

Swann estimated before he left here that it would coat 
about $100 , 000 to real y equip our Physics Department aa most of the 
big Physics labor ..... toriee a.re equipeed at the present time . After 
Swann had left, Dr. Compton and I , at President Burton's request, made 
an entirely independent estimate which came to almost exactly the 
same amount . I think we -could run along on ~50 , 000 a year ithout 
this outlay or on $40, 000 a year if we ad the L<i.di tional equipment . 
Even $50, 000 a year 1ould not enable us to compete for-long, I fear, 
on an even footing with some half dozen leading Physics Departments. 

Jhile neither Professor Compton nor I hope that any large 
sum can be appropriated in the immediate uture, we are very anxious 
that the matter should not be overlooked. Perhaps you will find some 
day a donor who ould like to give that amount for equipning the Physics 
Denartmen t. 

Very truly yours , 

HGG:M Henry G. Ga1e 

P. S. Dr. Stieglitz has sent me a carbon of his letter of February 23 
to you. In the very brief conversation which I had with 
Dr. Stieglitz absolutely nothing was eaid to imply that I had 
exchanged a single word with you in regard to Kent Chemical 
Laboratory or the new Chemistry Building. 'r / ~ ~ 

ff:~..t--:" ~ 





Or. A. • Bull 
1 verly Plaoe 
~ctenect dy, e Yor · 

My de 

January ''"" '-· f. ,. 1Q26 

I nt to add a ord ot my own t,o those previoue ... 
ly ent you by Henry Gal~ in rel8t1on to the poae1b111ty 
or your coming to the On1 ver 1ty or Chicago and casting 
you .. · !ct v .. it.h t11~. €~roup 1n Rye1·son Lebor~.tory. I am 
ent •. usV. s"' ca1.!.y nopet' that you re going to give 
favo!'able oonl,J1der'·t.:!on to th1D 1 ll'O c · :-:: • ,no··. you 
have many anglee rom •hioh it in necessary to view 
t hi s 1 mp o r-t :·,,n t r. :. . n s: e, ., t I · ·: . n t _. o u • · ';, u r . yo u th~ t 
you corr.~ ?"...!to~1i:; i'rie1 d and tnat believe th~~ future 
w11 ··. ·te Fri fer·./ h·"l )n y' one ;'."1,t C?ri. cu _,o. 

~.:.a·.1e no wL.•L. to ·,...d_,+, i.l;, '/'.J!. ~y,; t. ·1 :j "'t:·JmEv .i..s, 
but ! fee~ one ~hinz very •trong y 3nd ven~ure to pass 
1 t on. . ,_ n <)~p n.hJ e of you~ ·~ ~ n '1 op "!'"e 'H~ei. ri:.~i~ v· )':' ... 
wi _ l, i believe, have more vit3l inf1~0noe on ~he future 
of ,'r.'fB"os 1:.n<J the yonnge~ g'm~~-+.1. on .r J·hys··o1·-r'·.o lf 
aas ia~eo wi~h u b h \Ould van n the research 
la.bo . tory of t '~e Gonornl i: ect ~in Gorn•. fl. y, ~rn 1 (;f't er 
all is not ·t,h t great, oint to oonsidar? ·.n·1e Chicago 
family. !:.t.emQ t me to l::H~ :. v•""'y ·~ "j.r:: y nne.. "! 7 ~ , .-:r~, not. 
goin3 tic t.-ry to rno.ke Chicago ~ny larger, but we are 
reerjl vC\d tLa•, t,1··e ~U:. p(_. rt of t.'1· !'n ·".1n '"'~.o '"~- =''f' ~10~ ng 

·the Jreat wor in the faou ty sh 11 be second to none 
in t.. .. he countrv. 

Max M:tson 

UM:LC 
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GEN.ERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 
RESEARCH LABORATORY 

Prof easor Max Mason, 
University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Dear Professor Mason: 

• l River Road 

SCHENECTADY, N.Y. 

February 1, 1926 

I appreciate very much your kind letter in 

regard to the teaching of physics in Chicago, and it 

is with great reluctance that I-finally decided to 

stay here, at least for the present. I want to assure 

you that it was thru no lack of attractiveness of your 

offer, but because of the equal attractivenss and 

opportunities of Schenectady that I reached this 
' 

decision. 

You gave me the only real argument for leaving, 

namely, that there is a greater opportunity for 

influncing future physicists at a university. You 

are probably right, and if so, you may see me at 

your door asking for a position in the future. 

very t.ruly yours' 

AVHull :B 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

MADISON 

/' DEPARTMENT OF PHYS!CS 
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Ootober 23, 1925. 

Dear Professor Debye: 

I had the pleasure of seeing you in 
ad1son. I have had to desert m work in Mathematica and 

havo assumed the ?rosidenoy of the University ot Chicago. 
I loarned recently from Professor Gale that he had written 
to you in the hope that you might oona1der favorably the 
poas1bil1ty of ooming to America permanently, and joining 
1th the . hy~ics Depurt~ent of the University of Chicago. 

I wns grontly disappointed to learn that you had not oonsidored 
it po naible to nooept that offer at the time 1t was made, but 
I a ppreo1ate the fact that the first letter sent you did not 
~ ....... -'!~.-..you, and that the roqueat was made ot you for almost 

immediate ooeptanoe. wh1oh, no doubt, rendered v ry difficult. 
it not i mpossible, your willingness to consider favorably our 
ofter. 

I am rit1ng now to ask you if there is not some 
hope that you will r now your consideration of the offer in 
regard to a future time. I a · su~e thnt you will find the 
Ulliversity•a ao1entit1o work to be on very h1gh plane. I 
am sure you would find find most interesting colleagues to 
work with; that you would have oondltions er favorable to 
your own orlt; an.d I as ure 1ou tha.t puu ould come among 
friends, if you make this decision. I should greatly appreoiate 
it if you could give me your frunk opinion in regard to the 
matter, · nd I assure you Of y eur~•e• cooperation with your 
work in ca se you deo1de to aooept. 

If you feel that you a re unable to make a deoi· 
sion for the permanent situation, I wonder if you would not 
oa~e to lecture at the University during the ~ ummer Quarter, 
which begins June 21st ar.d ends .... optcmber lst. The i \.tll t:j.,ua1"'ter 
begins Ootober lst. If you feel that you would like a longer 
time to se tle your aff 1rs in i urloh, in cas you look favor~ 
ably upon the proposition to ~ork nt the University of Chicago 
permanen ly. you could be 1n your work with u on October 1st 
next. 



• 



-2-

our feeling, as you see. is that te want you permanently as soon as you will oome. but we do not wish to hurry you unduly. and if the worst oo es to the worst, we would rather you would agree to come for the Summar Quarter than to give Just "no" tor an answer. 

If there re any of the deta1la 1n regard to the position ns presented by Professor Galo wh1oh ~ou would like to see ohanged, I hop JOU ·ill write me quite frankly 1n 
regard to them. 

Professor Dootor P. Dob1e. 
Teohn ioal Institute, 
zurioh, itzerlnnd. 

?J: s 

Cordially yours, 

Max Mason (signed) 

President. 
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