
Jun 2 , 1929 

y deer Mr .. Cr-rr: 

Tharu: -v·ou for t:·e stE't llient o. nrollment 
tor your eoursos dur ug t'•'Je ,st academic year, --nd ro 1r 
sta.te et.t vf depsrtment l xpense. h. in~.bL · ty cf the 
Gniverei ty to a end 1 one7 metbodi'"' ·lly in . l.L d,~pnrt. e tte 
accoraL. to thoir er: rnin9' is obvious, but s s i. n evidence 
of economicel "'<lffiin~etr tion, y ur letter i~ uport·nt. I 
think this ie especit:~lly true in vii.~ of t11e nu )er of under-
raa.ua te regi~tJ. .. ations ,ranted t.o 1JJ f'rdrlJ ... l~ :rge enrollment 

in r duet· courses. 

M.r. Harv y • Ce.rr, 
r. oul ty Exch .nge. 

Very truly yom: s, 

David H. Stevens 

\ 





--
JDepattment of B)a)2cbolog)2 ( 

Ube Ulnit'ersit\2 of <.tbicago 

Dear Professor Woodward: 

I am calling your attention to the following 

data: 

1. Number of reRistrations in the department for the three 

quarters of 1928-29. 

Graduate. 267. 

Und,rgraduate 697. 

2. Total tuition fees for above. 

3. Departmental budget for year, 

including extra instruction, and equipment 

and expenses. 

4.. Exces ~· of fees over eudget 

Sincerely, 

$29,463. 

$23, 955. 

$ 5, 508. 
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April 151 .1929 

~ dear ~r. Thurstone: 

This bookil ~t 1::1 1:.1. c~ ·,/ of som -
thing thr ... :a ruight all ""tart to du9lic- t for ou-r- own 
sen ora; 01· ·i;:: Vi 'Y ~ dn.1. · t su.f'!ici nt to aood ·11 our 
suvr§.~5tions to tte ... olo University {..ommi ttee, in accordence 
. ith th*3ir r~ l .. t, -~,·1"i l·JttJ · on> g<~t r:. stock of copies fo1• 
ours!\lve~ under e tr~d~l imnrint .. The idea ~s so good tru;,t 
I believo it n· 2 b) t.he sol-1tion 01 ... tn:s probl m o! giving 
vocc~tional g•Jidd .. ~. r. Cowl:l"J and 1U1a staff could not do 
HS much for our - i,o ·s 'H~ .,J ~ d .... ~ . ... ·b,.,.ougl1 suc'1 t1 book s.e 
thi one. 

Jill inambe1· of the Ex<Elcuti v Com-
tili tte .ht:ve been sur.plied, so thc·t e cr.:n dis ues tho ·!ucs­
tion 'ttle we eet. 

tlr. • L. T'nuretone, 
e· •l ty .Exchange. 

Very truly y urs; 

David H. Stevens 

Assis·ttm~ to the resident 



.r. .[ 
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b.ruary 6, 11928 

y dear Dea Borin : 

Thank you tor your very cour~i letter ot 

e ruary 5. I had not e con c1ous ot any a. 

y 1 toh ou invit -

tlon i ad be 11 ru ndl d, nnd I a ten to ure o 

t t ther i ot the - li~ht st occasion tor c in 

were dh ppoi 

tit it not thought f ai 1 fort 

come to C .. ica O; u ., tully appreci .tether aona 

.or he eciaion. 

-a beat wi hee, 

• L 

Your cordially. 

FREDERIC c. woomiliRD 



a 1<10 .n 



Ninth International Congress of Psychology 

EDWIN G. BORING 

Secretary 

America 

My dear Dean Woodward: 

EMERSON HALL 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS., U .S .A. 

February 3, 1928 

After considering the problem of the place of meeting for the 
Ninth International Congress of Psychology at the first meeting of the 
National Committee at Columbus at Christmas time, the National Committee 
decided to accept the invitation of Yale University and to hold the 
Congress there . We have accordingly to thank the University of Chicago 
for its invitation and regretfully to decline . 

I write at this belated time with very sincere apologies for 
not replying immediately after the meeting and before there had been any 
publicity as to the decision . What happened was that your invitation 
addressed to Dr. Cattell, while it led to consideration of Chicago, did 
not get into my proper files for reply; and the fact that my memory and 
sense did not operate is simply a case of human fallibility . The letter, 
when I found it in another file, was also misleading because it was dated 
October 20, whereas I do not see how that month can be correct since the 
Association had not yet taken its second ballot in the matter of electing 
officers. It seemed, you see, like an old letter. 

I have also to apologize, on behalf of Dr. Cattell, for the fact 
that there was no mention of Chicago's invitation in the announcement that 
was printed in Science,and perhaps elsewhere. His psychology in this 
case was undoubtedly that of remembering the longer part of our discussion 
and what happened in the Committee was that we first decided that we could 
not, on account of travelling expenses to foreigners, go so far west as 
Chicago. Then the long discussion occured about eastern institutions, 
which were those that Cattell mentioned in his note. 

I hope you will understand hnw chagrined I am for this seeming 
discourtesy of the National Committee toward the University of Chicago . 

Dean Frederick C. Woodward 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Sincerely yours 









SCIENCE 
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 

3939 G and Centr l T minal 
Ne York, N. Y. 
December 23, 1927 

Dear Profes or Nood rd: 

I be to aokno l dge 
the invitation from the Uni er ity 
of Chiaa _o for the me ting in 1929 
of the Internation 1 Congree of 
Ps ohology, hich ~ill be brought to 
t 6 ttention cf th executive committ 
I n the mean hile, ple e 1 t me thank 
you and the offia rs of th Univer ity 
of Chia go most sincerely on beh lf of 
the executive cornmitt I of th con r aa 
and of Amerioan psychologista. 

Ve y t uly ~ours, 

Profes or • c • . ood ard 
Un varsity of Chi ago 
Chica o, Illinoi 

~~l ie, c~ 
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well • ulppttd o tak 

er. l xcel •nt hotel.a, 

ror 

e 

~A.~~ 
nniP.:ftl~_20 , l t? 

r ayohology 

xeo tin 

••• aea~iona. 8 OU 

ke ahor , Wher 1 ~ ld 

ate. " 

ealr• an tu ler 

• 

rel • 

Fn.ED'RIC c. iOOD ARD 

CC to Dean Edwin G. Boring, Sec'y, Executive Committee, Ninth 
International Congress of Psychology, Harvard Uni­
versity, Cambridge, Mass . 
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De.ember 12, 192' 

1 dear r. Carra 

tind l m7 deik--"rhape you lt~tt tt th•r• 

--the iroular lett.r or th• rioan •Y'f>hologl• 

cal .aaoo1 tlo an.no oin that the In ernat1 nal 

Congr •• eet ln 1929, 

and I t t ite th 

nt.nr 1 1 t 

do 10 

tn a:n event, ahould we not prooeed at. oe to 

i vlte on or torelgn le ere to te oh ln the 

,._er rter t th& yea.rt 

t • oor4lallr, 

FREDERIC c. WOOD'iU1RD 





AMERICAN PsYCHOLOGICAL AssocIATION 

NINTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF PSYCHOLOGY 

INTERIM COMMITTEE 
ON WAYS AND MEANS 

To AMERICAN PsYCHOLOGisTs: -

EMERSON HALL 
CAMBRIDGE, l\:IASS, 
OCTOBER 20, 1927 

The Ninth International Congress of Psychology has been invited by the American Psycho­
logical Association to meet in America in 1929, presumably in August or September. The date of 
meeting, place of meeting~ and organization of the Congress will probably be determined by the 
Association at its annual meeting next December. 

This occasion will be the first time that the International Congress has come to America, and it 
seems important that American psychologists unite to make the Congress a success as a truly inter­
national gathering. As the Committee sees it, such a result can be accomplished best if provision is 
made for a large number of temporary appointments of foreign psychologists to positions which will 
enable them to afford the cost of travel to America. 

After consultation with various persons who have the interests of psychology very much at 
heart, the interim Committee will recommend to the American Psychological Association that no 
especial effort he made to secure and grant direct subsidies to foreign scientists. It belieYes that 
direct subvention is questionable in principle and extraordinarily difficult to accomplish without 
offence. In place of gratuitous subvention the Committee hopes that it will be possible to secure, 
from appropriate sources, funds that can be used as honoraria for lectures or seminaries, or as expense 
stipends for conferences. It is by no means certain, however, that such funds can be secured, and in 
any case it seems improbable that they alone wou]d be sufficient. 

It becomes important, therefore, that American psychologists and others interested in psy­
chology should, individually or as the representatives of their several institutions, exert themselves 
to provide remunerative appointments for foreign psychologists at the time of the Congress. The 
Committee tentatively suggests the following kinds of appointment. 

1. Regular university lectureships, for 1928-29, especially the second semester of that year, 
or for 1929-30, especially the first semester of that year. 

2. Exchange professorships in 1928-29 or 1929-30. 

3. Appointments on lecture foundations already extant. 

4. The arrangement of special lectureships on institutional funds or by special gift secured for 
such a purpose . 

../ 5. Regular summer school appointments in 1929. 

6. Summer school "circuits." It may be possible, for example, to arrange that six lecturers 
during summer school sessions should spend one week at each of six universities. Eastern, central, 
and western circuits may all be possible. 



• 



7. Round tables or conferences, with remuneration or liberal provision for expenses, on topics which would appeal to possible patrons. These might be held either in connection with summer schools or independently near the time of the Congress. 
8. Fellowships or research appointments, where the stipend is adequate, and the nature of the appointment consonant with the status of psychologists who would be valuable members of the Congress. 

If financial aid is secured, it could be used to supplement the stipend of some of the preceding types of appointment for which support would have to be found; but American psychologists should also bear in mind the possibility that they, by individual effort, may be able to secure funds to sup­port such projects as are of special importance to their scientific interests. 
The Committee sees no reason to believe that interest in these projects should be limited to university departments of psychology. There are various institutions of social, educational, psycho­pathological, anthropological, criminological, industrial, phyl'lical, and international interests, which might be glad to avail themselves of this opportunity to secure contact with foreign psychologists. 

Will you, as preeminently interested in the future of psychology, aid the success of the Congress and seek also to enlist the support of your colleagues? 
Among the more important things that you can do at the present time is to lay plans by which some distinguished foreign psychologist or psychologists can be helped, by your action or the action of your institution, to come to America at the time of the Congress. If, in making these plans, you feel that the interim Committee can be of service to you in putting you in touch with the plans of others, you should call upon it. After the first of the year there will presumably be a permanent organization which can act as the clearing house for these various projects. 
The interim Committee also requests that you make to it any suggestions that occur to you as bearing on the general problem. You may think of persons or institutions to whom this letter should be sent, or you may think of new ways of providing for the attendance of foreign psychologists. The interim Committee will gladly receive advice and suggestions, and will tabulate such information as it has in hand at the end of the year for the use of the permanent organization of the Congress. 
Please cooperate! Some of us think that America should become the leading nation in psychology. At any rate let us help to make the first International Congress of Psychology in America of the greatest possible use for the future of psychology and psychological seri•ice both here and abroad. 

Enw1N G. BORING, Chairman 





Ube Ulnh>ersitl? of ~bicago 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

L . L . THURSTONE 
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 

February 3, 1928 

Dear l,:r . {oodward : 

Dr. ':bite has sur;gested that I write a statement 
descriptive of the projects which I have under vray 
and i•,.rhich I expect to start. I run inc losing a brief 
memorandwn of the i.vork that I have in mind. I trust 
that this v:i ll serve your purposes . 

: suppose a nore satisfactory way of estimatinh my 
work would be ~o consider periodically the reprints 
of material already ptblished. 

If you desire further or more detailed inf'orr:iation 
I shall ·oe glad to p;ive it as ·ueJ 1 as I can predict 
it. 

,LT :J :T 
Inc. 

,1r . F. C. · oodm:1_rd, 
aculty ~xchange, 

The "Gniversii,y of Chicago 

Sincerely yours, 

I • T • Thurstone 





Dece~ber 23, 1927 

Dear Professor 1Jhi te: 

I have your request of December 20th for a report on my research activities. 

Perhaps tho best form of report that I can send you is the reprints of material published during the period in question. I am attaching reprints of my publications which have appeared since last sur11mer. 

At first sight it may appear to you that several of these reprints are no~ strictly relevant to social science but that would be in error. I am just now co~pleting the manuscript for a study of racial and nationality attitudes. It is n.n s.pplication of the law of comparative judgment to the measurement of such attitudes. It is a scher:e quite different from the one tho.t v1e have previously discussed for measuring attitude on disputed public questions. This may servo to illustrate the connection bet--ween the study of social values and s 01~1e methodolo ical studies in psychophysics which , as such, seer.i. to be rather remote fror1 social science. 

~~y first article on the measurement of attitude is being pu lished in the next issue of the Journal of Sociology. It will be included in my next report. 

I am inclosing a schedule of opim.ons about the churc"b ·:hich is a part of the experiment being conducted by ~.:r. Chave of the Divinity School and myself. This study ';ill be completed within another month or two. The preliminary scale has been completed and v.re are now experimenting with its application by givin;:; it to groups of Freshmen, Sophomores, Juniors, 3eniors, Graduates, and Faculty here at the Universit .. r. This is an experiment to see ho-rr the preliirir'ary form behaves in actual use. 
-~r. Chave and I are planning to complete a small monograph on this sub­ject and Jr . Soares has expressed his v·illingness to help us to see it through publication by tho press. I estimate the completion of this project at about • arch 1st. 

I have several theoretical studies on the way 0n the relation beb\•een rank orders and measurement, e speciall:-r as s.pplied to socfo.l values, but these studies have not been _developed to the point vihere I can state them in the form of definite projects. , bcn I can do so, the problem will have been solved. 

Tvo of my graduate students are worKint; on doctor's theses involving the measurement of attitude. One of these is the construction of a scale for measuring attitude on prohibition. It is being carried out by ~rrs . Battie Smith. ':'hat thesis is a out half-finished. The second is the construction of the scale for measuring attitude on miJitarism­pacifism, which is being carried out by Er . Droba. His thesis proba-
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'Nl\l 
blyAnot be completed until late in the spring or early in the summer. 
One doctor's thesis b. i:iss Hevner is a comparative study of three psy­
chophycical methods on the same stimulus material in order to ascertain 
whether thf' three methods arc mutually consistent. · rhile this study will 
be rather theoretical in appearance, . it ·will be of importance in deter­
mining to what extent we can use one of these psychophysical methods for 
another. 

Another graduate student, T:iss agner, has just sbout decided to start 
the construction of a scale for measurinf; attitudes on feminism. Her 
interest wiJl be not only in the construction of the scale, but also in 
st 1dying other s.ocial and biographical facts with which extreme attitudes 
on feminism may be associated. 'those facts will include such things as 
afe, marital status, occupation and the like. 

One of my graduate students, Hiss Helen Reed, has decided to start a 
doctor's thesis on a probler.1 ~vhich has long interested me, namely, the 
possible diagnostic value of two characteristics of the pupillary rcfle;~. 
This ref.lex may possibly have iagnostic importance in individual differ­
ences in personality and temperament because of its innervation, both the 
sympathetic and the cerebra-spinal systems having control over it• If 
various guesses re""arding the balance between these b;o systems having 
anything import'1.nt to do ·with tempcram0n~a1 differences are correct, th0n 
there wold also be temperrunent,l differences in the q an-titative aspects 
of t.he reflexes me..,_sured under r.t".irdD.rdized conr1 i tiom:. The reflex is 
we 11 knm7I to psycholocists and psychiatrists :rnt, as far as I kno·w, very 
little work has been c?-one on its quantitative measureraent. 

The first task i!-:; to obtain straightforward norms of performance for a 
gro p of f'our or five hundred adults for a stanqardized stimulus intensity 
following standardized conditions of 3.daptation. The norms obtc,.ined on 
the diameter measurement· of contraction anc on the time required for con­
traction have experimental diffic :tlties. The dilation phase. r.ir.y e 0!1i tted. 
~he first experimental work may be lirr.ited to the contraction phase qf the 
reflex, and it should be possible to state it rather easily by simple 
moving-picture eauip~ent. The experimental work for this thesis should be 
completed by the end of next SlU'nmer. 

I have discussed Yfith l :r. Beyle of the Unive1 sity of !~innesota a statis­
tical procedure for isolat~ g the blooks in legislatures on the basis of 
the study of thei~ votes during the entire session. This problem happens 
to be statistically almost identical i:;ith the probiem of isolating clusters 
of character traits '\''i...ich are found to be associated in sone individuals. 
I hope to be able to develope the objective techviique for defining these 
clusters in the study of personality traits or the blocks in the votes of 
the le~islature. I cannot guarantee a satisfac~ory solution to this pro­
blerr. but there are several lea s that look promising and I believe that 
lfr. Beyle has a profitable lead. 





~3 T,. l , , 12- 23 - ?7 I , -

iss • ·cBroom is doing exceptionally good work not only on statistical 
cc.lculation , but also in layi ng out statistical procedures . In this 
report I ~£.nt t0 suggest that for next year iss McBroom' s salary 
should be raised . Her present salary of '125 a month is a very lav 
figure for a person of her com. etence . She has nlready declined tvo 
other offers since she came here because of her interest in our type of 
work . sup.;~est that her ~alary next year should be 1800. I do not 
knoyr now that I could duplicate her competence at that fiv;ure . 

I suppose the essential part of rny occ:...sion·~l reports ·will be the re­
prints of v:ork actually completed , and I trust that you nay find these 
s ..... tisfactory . 

~!..T: 'T 

Professor·. D. hite, 
~i ;ul ty :SXchange , 
T e University of Chicago 

Sincerely yours , 

L . ':'.:hur stone 





The following is a brief sUJTu~ary of the projects that I have in mind for the current year. 

?he possibility of measuring attitude and opinion presents a number of poychophysical problems y;hich I an atte:r.ipting to solve . The first of a series o~ publications on these problems is appearing in a current issue of the Journal of Sociology . I am non writing a monograph on an experi­mental study of the measurement of attitude toward the church. 1y pri­mary interest is not in any particular issue but r 'ather in the possibil­ity of describing in a quantitative way individual differences in a~ti­tude and opini11n . This monograph on a scale for measurine; attitude toward the church will probably be finished within the next few months . ~ost of the data have a.lready been collected. 

'Ehat study v;ill be continued by the construction of another scale on the srune issue in the hope of improving it in the light of findings of the first study. That 11.ork will be undertaken jointly with rr . Chave of the Divinity School . 

Two of my graduate students are now working on doctor's theses involving the construction of attitude scales . One of these is intended · to measure attitude about prohibition . These experiments are conducted by ·~rs . Hattie s~nith and Lr . Daniel Droba. The one being constructed by the latter concerns the measurement of attitude on militarism and pacifism. I hope that both of these studies may be finished within a year . 

These exper~nents on the measurement of attitude involve several quanti­tative criteria 11hich I have called respectiv~ly the index of a.~biguity, the .index of simihrity, and the criterion ofJk'elevance . I hope next to attempt the p=;ychophysical problem of constructing a scale of attitude directly from the record of votes but I cannot guarantee that I shall be able to solve that problem. 

One of my graduate students, 1 iss Kate Hevner, is making a comparative study of the consistency of three psychophysical methods in the measure ­ment of psychological values . The expe~~ental material happens to be handvrritin~ specimens which are judged ~relative excellence. The pri­mary interest is here again not in the particular type of stimulus used but rather in the more general question of the interrelationship be­tw ,en the three psychophysic~l methods involved . 

I have under way an experlinent to test the hypothesis that a stimulus projects a Gaussian distribution on the psychological continuum. The st.imulus material happens to be a series of curds with various numbers oft'regularly spaced dots . If the hypothesis is verified, it has general applicability in the definition of the psychological con~inuun . This continuum is a fundamental concept in most problems of psychological measurement . 

An important implication of this experiment is that i.f my hypothesis is verified it demonstrates that errors of observation do not give a Gaussian distribution when plotted on the stimulus magnitude . This is a com.~on assumption in the adjustment of observations in the physical 
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sciences as we 11 as in psychological e:::cper:L"rnentation. The conclusion would then be that the distribution of the errors of observation is Gaussian when plotted on the psychological continuum but not when plot­ted on the stimulus continuum. 

The hypothesis also has applications in formal experiments in psycho­physics with reference to the verification of· -eber 1 s law and Fechner' s 
la.w. 

Perhaps the most important psychophysical experiment that I am planning to start is an attempt to verify experL~entally the above hypothesis by means of paired comparison data. The stimuli will be of the same kind. 

s soon a~ I have completed the series of experiments no~.\~ definitely 
plannr~d, I expect to summarize my work on psychophysics together ·with other Cl' rent work in psychological measurement into a textbook which will prob9.bly be called, 11The Theory of Psychological peasurement. 11 At present -L-here is no such textbook available and students a·~e compelled to assemble their material fr01!'1 articles in various jou.rnals. One of my principal objects in teaching psychological measurement theory is to show the possibility of applying these :iuantitative nethods not only to the measurement of sensitivity but also to the classes of stimuli which are socially much more interesting. This textbook will probably not be finished for two or three years, partly because of the priority of ex­perimental work and partly because of the fact that the material has never yet been organized. 

One study which I have just completed and which will be published t:his 
suta~er concerns the measurement of prejudice and bias for nationalities and races. I have shoYm in that experiment that the law of comparative judgment which I formulated is applicable not only to the jud@nent of ph sical stimulus magnitudes, but also to such judgments as preference for .different nationalities nnd races. 

Since :'r. bite suggests that I should make my reports directly to you, I am inclosing a copy of a report that I sent :cir. ~bite on December 23rd. In that report are mentioned some physiological studies 1rffiich I hope to take up as soon as the current psychophysical experiments are out of the ;;;ay. 

L. L. Thurstone 

February 3, 1928 
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ebr ,,_ry 2, 1928 

'Y dear ,rr. huratone; 

Your plan to spend t c eekend ot Febr r3 

ll t yt' cus niv~rsity 1 .pp oved, ith the 

under i dl mtl e u 

miss on ''\ ollowi,. ~ onday • 

Yours oordi lly, 

FHEDERIC C. OODWARD 

r. ' .. . L. Thuretone 
Dep-J.rti!lcnt of 1ychology 
F~eulty Exehan~e 

/ 
J 
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Ube Ulni\?ersi~l2 of <.tbtcago 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

L. L . THURSTONE 
OEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 

Iebruary 2, 1928 

Dear l r. 1 ·oodward: 

_.r. Carr has suggested that I inform you about an 
invita:ti on from Syracuse University to spend the 
week end of February 11th in Syracuse. 1l'he purpose 
of the visit is to consult with Professors Lesher 
and Allport about several psychophysical und statis­
tical problems in some of their experiments in the 
measurement of attitude and opinion . The trip also 
involves a lecture honoraritun. 

It would be necessary for me to leave Friday noon, 
February 10, whereby I miss one class. I can make 
up this class hour on a fol:!.oi;;ing !~onday. 

I trust this meets '\.i th your approval. 

rs. F. C. Y"oodward, 
Faculty !'~xchange, 
The University of Chicago 

Very truly yours, 

L . J,. Thur stone 
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Publishers 

Longmans, Green & Co. 
New York 

Psychology · Series 
Generai Editor: HAR VEY A. CARR 

Prof esssor of Experimental Psychology 
University of Chicago 

Professor F . c . Noodward 

Vice President 

University of Chicago 

Dear Sir: - ,., -:, ( 
I\.., \,,, 

Editor's Address 

University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

I had a conference with Mr . Lashlev yesterday 
Ji ... 

Ji>' " 

and transmitted your message . 

He told me that he is under no necessity to 

make a decisidm in the Harvard matt r for at least two 

weeks and possibly four . He promised to come and see 

you before accepting the Harvard offer . 

I found that there were at least three considera-
~ 

tions that appeal to • 

He 1 kes the sea and would lilce to be near the 

seashore . Naturally we can offer no counter attraction . 

He wants an academic conne ction - the possibility 

of teaching a little and the possibility of thus getting 

a few graduate students interested in doing their researbh 

work with him. Evidently his r fusal to affiliate 

with us when he first came to Chicago was not entirely 

his own decision . 

The final factor is perman8nce . His present po-

sition xx was endowed only for five years . This is quite 

an influential consideration so far as I can make out . 

Apparently Dr . Adler is w lling to increase his 

salary, and will increase his laboratory budget very 

mater ally . There seems to be no hitch on this score . 
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Publishers 

Longmans, Green & Co. 
New York 

Psychology Series 
General Editor: HAR VEY A. CARR 

Prof esssor of Experimental Psychology 
University of Chicago 

Editor's Addrc:ss 

University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

I would infer that the Harvard offer on th.9- side of salary 

and su;>port j_ s not quite as good as what he has . At 

least he satisfied in this respect . 

There was also a fourth cons .deration - the location 

of the Inst tute on th West side . He 1 ves in t1is 

neighborhood and he dislikes to. make the trip twice a 

day . He is con idering the advisab.lity of living 

at a dovm town hotel . With an appointment with us, 

the trip ~rould be necessary , while locating the Institut- .... 

on the South side would make a considerable appeal to 

him irrespective of any affiliation with the University, 

but doubly so in case of such an affiliation . 

I may add what I have al· eady told you - that I 

am very anxious to have Mr . Lashley connected with our 
.lN\.--

department . Fr om the sb ndpoints of supple111 ing 

the present work of the department , of attracting graduate 

students, of enhancing the prestige of the department , 

and of adding to its r esearch productivity, I would 

rather have Mr . Lashley that any man in the country, 

and I would rather add him to the staff than to add 
cf\_~~ 

two or three mediocreAmen . 

I am willing to take him on any conditions - an 

aff liated or part time relation in which we either do or 

do not pay him for his work with us , or take him over 

entirely- primarily as a Research man with part time 

teaching . In ract I would prefer the latter if such 





Publishers 

Longmans, Green & Co. 
New York 

Psychology Series 
General Editor: HAR VEY A. CARR 

Professsor of Experimental Psychology 
University of Chicago 

Editor's Address 

University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

be possible . Mr . Lashley is not interested in 

an excessive salary . He ·s ~uite modest in that respect . 

He is interested in the facilities , assistance-, and 

re~uisite budget to carry on his investigations 

properly, and this is an expensive project . 

~ould it be possible to make him a definite offer 

to take him over fuJl time at the expiration of his 

present contract with the Institute? 

Sincerely , 



r 

i . 



f··Jr t,i:.e e:q_:icrimc.mtal · 0chedulG on 
tt'-: " .. d too Church '(11,:tlch I hI:t.ve 

e:·d ':1 t'! I sh~ll be very curious 
to !:lCo t ~c r~ .. u~~:t'~e you. ·o btt.ti11, a-nd :.J.iroe ! 
tRU.tt to .Je ::>:.f ~. f3i3tfl.n !e, if po.- .. ··iblc, I lim 
~eturrs....:.ng tho :ched -~le ch~.c.tte ~ n ny,r-~01 :ll ,. • 

Ir. Ltt L 
Faculty 

Thur~tone 
.. oh.4n~.,e 

Freder i c C. Wood wa rd 

''to.. 
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Ube 'tllnf \"ersft~ of (!bf cago 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

L . L. THURSTONE 
DEPA RTMEN T OF P SYCHOLOGY 

December 16, 1927 

Dear 1~r . V!oodvmrd: 

Some time·ago you expressed an interest in my 
attempts to apply psychophysical methods to the 
measurement of opinion. One of these exJ;Briments 
I am carrying out with i·r . Chave of the Divinity 
School, and I run inclosing a sample of the experi­
mental schedule with which we are now working . If 
it would amuse you to check it, I should, of course, 
like to have you as one of the faculty subjects but 
I certainly should not press it with administrative 
officers who have more reasons than the rest of us 
to be unwilling to express themselves on religion. 

The first article on the theory of attitude measure­
ment will appear this month in the Journal of Soc­
iology. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mr . F . C. -r::oodward, 
Faculty Exchange, 
The University of Chicago 

L. L. Thurstone 



-
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OCtober 10, 1927 

to a ·a11t'lcttre 

Frederic C. Woodward 
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Ube 'Ulnf\1ersit~ of \tbicago 
i>epartment ot 1DSl2CbologR 

Vice President F. c. Woodward 

University of Chicago 

Chicago, Ills. 

Dear Sir:-

To satisfy my curiosity, I am writing to inquire 

whether there are any University r gulations or customs 

in respect to the action of a Chairman in making decisions 

concerning departmental matters. Is it assumed that 

he presents all matters to the staff, secures a vote, and 

acts on the basis of a majority vote, in such matters as 

budgetary recommendations, promotions, new appointments, 

summer appointments, admission to candidacy, recommendation 

for advanced standing, does he use some discretion as to 

what matters should be referred to the staff, and when 

this is done does he abide strictly by a majority vote or 

use his discretion after securing their advice and opinion? 

Or is this merely a matter that is worked out in a common 

sense manner within each department? 

Sincerely, 

-H~~ e>AA-





Ube 'Ulni"ersit~ of (!bf cago 
@mce of tbe llHce==lDteei~ent an~ :muetnees .Managet 

ROOM I 300 , 189 W. MADISON ST. 
TELEPHONE FRANKLIN 1034 

June 6, 1927 

Mr. Frederick C. Woodward, 
The University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

My dear Mr. Woodward: 

Regarding Professor Thurston's inquiry, 
the University does not carry fire insurance on 
contents except where they are owned by the University. 
I doubt if it could secure such coverage except in the 
name of the owner, and we have heretofore not undertaken 
to pay the premiums on the property of others. 

GOF:ACS 

Yours very truly, 

tJ1 od,~~~ ~~~ -
George Q{ Fairweather 
Assistant Business Manager 





June 2. 1 2? 

Y,d•r Kr. 'fh\iratanea 

eoelpt ot your letter or ay 26, rel tin t the r 

oent fire loaa in th ayohology 

ttH on en i urea thie 

ton, 1 • owl ed. he 

p oved the requialtion for 

loul tb c hea, the ooat of loh will be charged to th 

lna noe. ln plan.ni tor repalra a replaOir.lleD.1: I think you ahould 

be aa eoon oal • p ••i le, t vou e not re d the amoun ot 

ineurano oolleo • It the. lnsur ney do 1 ot 

I 

agalnet what tunaa the balanee 1hould 

not to embarraas 'the Department. 

ohar , but we 11 endeavor 

I am paa11 g long to t • teer your au t1on 

niveraity 1 t tlnd lt te 1lble to rr7 in a.noe 

erty nln lty bui din •~ 

Prot•••or • L. Thura one 
pvtm.ent ot yohology 

J'e.oulty o n • 

Yours inoerely. 

Frederic c. oodward 

l pro 





June 2, 192f 

y dear !r. ~te e: 

! hnve a lett r !Tom · ro!' ssor Th\lrston, rel1:'1.ting to 

t e re e t f'i.. loe a 1 th~ e:t ho lo '"Y borc .. tory, in the oour • 

e.y th. t he ls ixitorme tho.t orthweatern ni rd+.., 

vatrie t e in tr nee on per onnl roperty ln th univoraity 

buildlnge, lnoludlng per onal nuscrlpts .and personal reoorda. 

I p si th1 inform tion alon~ to you ~th he 

thOUGht th t you y wis to !nv st f t the 

n plan tor h University ot Ohio go. 

s1 1l1ty o uoh 

~r. L R. Steere 
Security Building 
189 ~. ~adi on ~t . 

Chicago, 1111no11 

W•l . 

Your s1nocr . ly, 

Frederic c. Woodward 
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Ube 'tllni\7ersft\? of (tbf cago 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS L 

L. L. THURSTONE 
DEPARTMENT OF PS Y CHOLOGY 

I ay 26, 1927 

Dear ir. ~ ooduar d: 

Professor Carr has asked me to raise i th ~-ou the 
question concerning the difference between t:1e loss 
to the department caused by the recent fire and the 
insurance collected which was considerably less than 
the estimated loss. 

On one of the principal ite:iJS, the loss of five cal­
culating 1aachines, I ai11 attm:iptin,_· to reco:tTI.mend ne -v· 
equip .. '!lent y;hich 17ill cost slightly less than the mach­
ines that Ymre burnt. By the time t .. e repairs o.nd e­
place~ ents are made, 1v-e mo.y discover that tho insurance 
collected will not cover it. 

The question novr arises if ·.;e lust confine ourselves 
to the insurance collected in planning for repairs 
and replace.ient. If so, the fire loss caused by in­
sufficient insurance 1·ill be born entirely by the de­
partnent. If you can tell us something about the pol­
icy of the v.ctninistration in this regard, we shall be 
~ etter ab e to plan for t~1e repl.ace. ents. Of course 
we hono t at at least a part of the difference bet1Yeen 
the lo s anC. tLe collected imn r~.nce ma be ass1_uned 
by the University. 

: hnve been infon ed by a friend of mine at Nort~1 est­
ern that the r carry fire insurance on personaJ. proper­
ty in the Univerdty buildings including even personal 
mami.scripts and records. You might, perhaps, cs.re to 
investi f;ate the feusi..bili ty of such a plan for the Uni­
versity of Chicago. 

I.LT: GH 

. r. F. C. roodvrard 
Facult Exchange 

Sincerely - ours, 

L. L. Thurstone 
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April 20, 1927 

y deer 'r. Robineon: 

The rceeip ot your letter or April 16 is ckn<>T ledged 1 d 

the resident 1111 'Dr , ent your :r ign tion to the Bo rd or Tru teea 

its next eeting. Please .ly erson 1 ilks for the 

o r esy of your let er e.nd y best 'Wishes or our future. 

ha.11 miss oth you and. · our te per onally, a el ae profession-

lly, very much. 

It may be of interest to you th t 01·essor rr is -r co . en in 

e p 'Oi:ut ont of ........ ~ • G. Bills, no0
: of• the Univ~rsity of• innosota, 

sGista.11t ofessor ·to till the v~.c - noy resultin from your resig-

n .. · i n. Tho ·~p ointment has ot 0t oen o nd I ivi _g t 10 i -

ro m ti n to you _ e lfidenoe . 

:.u-. E. s. Robinson 
Psyoholo io 1 L.boratory 

~11 er on H 11, f arv rd University 
Cambridge, (as achu.aetta 

You· inoerely, 

Frederic c. ~oodward 



rll 

b~swbooW .~ ol~ebe~~ 



PSYCHOLOGICAL LABORATORY 

llat\1atb lllnt\1etsitl] 

April 16 
1 9 2 7 

Mr. Frederic c. Woodward 
Dean of the Faculties 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago 

My dear Mr . Woodward: 

EMERSON HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

Official notice hes just reached me that the 
Corporation of Yale University has ratified my ap­
pointment to the feculty of that institution. Will 
you, therefore, consider this letter es my formal 
resignation from the faculty of the University of 
Chicago. 

I wish to express a feeling of deep obligation 
to the University of Chicago for the arrangements of 
the present year which have made it possible for me to 
reach my present decision with something like an ade­
quate knowledge of the facts at issue. 

Thank you for your good wishes• I assure you 
that my interest in the University of Chicago will 
continua to be that of e loyal and appreciative 
alumnus. 

With k~nd personal regards, I am 

Very truly yours, 

G~s. 
Edward s. Robinson 
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BB1015 23 1 ITE.CA CAMBRIDGE MASS 14 

PROF HARVEY A CARR.U1 IVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

CH IC AGO ILL. 

APPOl1~TME1\lT AT YALE C01 F lRMED BY CORPORATI01 BUT HAVE 

R E c E I v E D 0 l\l L y I I~ F 0 R MAL l'J 0 T I c E A I I A w A I T l l\J G RE c E I p T F 0 R 1\11 AL 

1~0T .ICE BEFORE SE1'4D I G RES I G1AT10\J TO PRES lDEtlT MAS01~. 

R 0 B I 1'-4 S 0 1~ • 





Publishers 

Longmans, Green & Co. 
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President Max Mason 

Univer ity of Chicago 

Chicago , Illa . 

Dear Sir:-

Psychology Series 
General Editor: HARVEY A. CARR 

Professsor of Experimental Psychology 
University of Chicago 

a.-31 .... 27 

Editor's Address 

University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

In the event of Mr. Robinaon 1 a resign,..tion, the 

de a.rtment r eoomn.end (1) t hat w appo i nt in his lac a 

young man of romiae a.nd a.bili ty at the r k of Assistant 

Prof esor , and (2) t hat we trength n the departnten t by ax 

a.ddi tional major a. pointment as eoon as feaaible o 

The di! rence in Mr Robinson r fJ salary and that of 

his eucceaeor can be retained and applied to the additional 

ap- oin tr;ent . A certain araou.~t now devot d to instruction in 

Introductory Psychology could also be ap lied to the Sal11e 

purpose . 

In my letters of last fall , I stated that the most 

pree Bin~ need of the department ia a larger staff to strengthen 

the ·raduate work and to cover certain f i elds that e ~re 

unable to care for at present . 

According to t he statistics of registration for the 

various departments com iled by the a.druinistrative offices 

this year ~ the de artment rank d 10th i n total nwnber of 

students for the years l 35 and 1926, a.nd 15th in number of 

gr duate studente o In r epect to size of teaching staff , 

the d~partn~ ent r anks 24th according to my computations 

Sincerely, 





' March 29, 192f 

y d•r ,.dr. Robinsons 

President ~a.son, who " s ,just return4'd rron Cn. U.f ol"nie., 

• n:s handed '; ric : ur tter or 'nro e and requi· ted .'lfJ to write 

to :rou. 

ee the rece pt f your lotter e htlV'-1 le ned trom 

Professor Carr tht\t your appointmont t Yale hfl.& been approved by 

the fnc1lty nd only romains to b aoed by the Corpor .. ti on. 

Preeident Mason thinks that tav:trable notiC'n by tho cor or tion 

may be ta}·en !'or ~anted, end th.e.t ther f'ore there is no poHibilitf 

the.t you will return to the Un1•ersity of Chie go . Ve .. re Ter7 

o.rr r to lose you. .... ut nefldle to s y you h~v our be t td he • 

r hope you will continue to take n friendly intereat in the Uni .. 

•eraity of Ghloa ·o :;}.nd wn sh l ~t s. l .._imes e glad to be of any 

possible aervic• to you. 

·.e ha• told ofeesor Curr th&t we hope he will be ble 

to ar:r nge matte• tor the SU!mD.er Quarter ao th t you y be releaaed .. 

r. E. ~. Robinson 

Tours aincerely1 

Frederic C. 7food·ward 

~Then your appointment is made, please 
Payohologioal Laboratory send us a formal resignation. E.C.W. 
Emerson 11, ard Univer1it7 
C bridg , laas chusetta 
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March 29, 1921 

Uy dcttr ~r. c ri 

I took u with the resident yesterd y the m.tter 

ot Robinson, and he ays that f vorable aotion by the Y le 

Cor~or tion y be taken for granted. You re thororore 

authorhed to entei· upon preU.mine.ry negotiations vith pos-

aible ca.ndi tes for the position here. I sh 11 be P-lad o 

ie hope that you will be ~ble to find someone to 

take Robinson's work duri~g the 5UT1ner Qu~rt~r 

r. H. A. Carr 
Dep.rtment of P1ychology 
Fa.cul ty Exchange ..,__, 

Yours 1noer ly, 

Frederic c. Woodward 
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ltart"arb 'tllntt"ersit)l 

PSYCHOLOGICAL LABORATORY 

Proressor Harvey A. Carr 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear H. A.: 

EMERSON HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

March 25th 
1927 

Your answer to my letter or March 8 has just come to hand. 
I am very glad that you are wiliing to arrange the summer quarter 
so as to let me off. Either Spencer or Yale or Pratt of Harvard 
would do a good job or teaching for you and l have an idea that you 
might get either of them to come out to Chicago for the sunimer. 

My election at Yale has gone throuth the Faculty. There 
still remains action by the Corporation. There is a possibility 
tha. t the matter may be brought to completion by April 9th, though 
it may be somewhat later than that. If, in filling my place, you 
reach a point where you wish to take definite action before you have 
received my resignation, President Ma.son can wri te ·to Mr. Angell 
iar an estimate 0! the probable action of the Corporation. I under­
stand that a procedure of this sort is not unusual. 

Very truly yours, 

E. s. Robinson 





ltatt'ar~ lllnit'erstt~ 

PSYCHOLOGICAL LABORATORY EMERSON HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

President Max Mason 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

My dear Mr. Mason: 

March 8 
1927 

While I am not yet able to give you a final statement 
regarding my plans for next year, there have been recent develop­
ments in the case which are !airly definite. My election to a 
pro!essorship at Yale has gone through two of four necessary 
stages. It has passed the department and the committee on appoint­
ments. It has still to be acted upon by the faculty and by the 
coporation. It the election is completed,! expect to accept it. 
IAassume that this informtion, though tentative, may be or use 
in considering plans for the next year at Chicago. 

A certain difficulty arises in connection with the coming 
summer quarter. I am supposed to be out or residence next inte~, 

but in residence during this summer. If ,however, I should resign 
my position at Chieago, I should like to be free during this sunnner. 
Of course I recognize that any change in departmental plans for 
the summer will have to be settled at once.. I wonder whether the 
whole matter could not be settled by assuming that, if I return to 
Chicago.I shall not do so until fall and that then I shall be in 
residence during the fall, winter, and spring. 

I am writing to Professor Carr both about the possibility 
of my going to Yale and about the summer quarter. I shall keep 
both or you informed as well as I can or the state of affairs at 
Yale .. 

Very truly yours, 



\ 



President Max Mason 

University of Chioago 

Chicago, Ills. 

Dear Sir:-

Ube · 1Llnit'ersit~ of (Ibicago 
lllcpattment ot ~Sl2Cbologl2 I~ 

In -ey opinion we should let our o.ffer to Mr. Robinson 

atand irrespective of what Yale may do. 

I think we made him a very fair and reasonable and 

respectable offer for one of his age, experience and present 

attainments. 

So far he ha.a given us no particular indication of 

any v~ry genuine and sincere desire to remain at Chicago. 

I dislike beiL~ drawn into anything of the nature of 

competitive bidding without kno~ing what I am bidding against. 

This letter expresses the unanimous opinion of the 

other members of the eta.ff. 

Sincerely, 



-' 



YALE UNIVERSITY 
LABORATORY OF PSYCHOLOGY 

KENT HALL · NEW HAVEN · CONNECTICUT 
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My doar Mr. Robinson: 

Dean Laing has forwarded to this Office your 

application for a lenve ot abaenoe without pay during the 

Autumn Q;u.arter, with his recommendation that the leave be 

granted. 

I am )lad to approve of the reoommendat1on of 

Dean Laing and I wish to congratulate you upon the oppor-

tunity teaching tor a time at Yale University. 

I shall see to it that tho ne ssary aotlon is 

taken and also that Mr. James Vaughn is appointed an 

Assistant in Psychology in aooordanoa with your recommendation. 

Youra sincerely, 

F· c. Woodward (si gne d } 

Professor E. s . Robinson. 
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Chicago, Illinois, 
April 14, 1926. 

Dr. Max Mason, President, 

University of Chicago, 

Chicago, Illinois. 

My Dear Dr. Mason:-

May I take the liberty of telling you with 

what great pleasure I have heard of the appointment 

of Dr. Carr as Chairman of the Department of Psycho-

logy? I have been enrolled in the department as a 

graduate student at two different periods (during 

the year 1920 when I received an U. A. and again at 

the present time) and, like numerous other students, 

feel indebted to Dr. Carr for much benefit and pleasure 

derN ed from my contact with him. I feel that his 

present appointment is a just recognition of the 

great service which he has rendered and hope i;hat it 

will enable him to continue his good work far into 

the future. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Dorritt Stumberg. 



• 



prll 20. 1926. 

I was much interested 1n your letter 

ot appreciation of Dr. Carr's work. Suoh letters 

give a valuable slde-light on the capab1llt1ea 

and character of the men on the Pacult~. Thank 

you Yiry muchl 

Sincerely yours. 

Max Mason (signed) 

President. 

Mias Dorr1tt Stumherg. 
6027 oodlawn Ave4. 
Chicago. Illinois. 

IOhS 
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April 13,, 1926. 

~ dear Dr. Shepardson: 

Thank you very much ror your letter 

of •nrch 3rd• which included a memorandum on 

nr. Hamilton about hom we talked when I was 

last in ew York. I am very glad to get it and 

hope that the time 111 not be far dist!nt when 

e can rind ways nnd mean& or budgeting thi 

1m1)ortant o.c 1 vi ty. Dr. Hnm.11 ton •s regret seems 

to indicate thnt he is just about the kind of 

n nn who ~ould be most valua la at the 

trni vers 1 t" ~ 

cordially yours. 

Max Mason {signed) 

Dr. r. H• SflhtPrdson, 
International duoation Board. 
61 Broad.way. 
Sew York, Mew York. 

JUf:S 

\' 
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arah 13. 1926. 

do r dr. Shepardson: 

~his will ao~no ledge your 

1 t or of arch 3rd 11th un ennlosed 

mem~randa regarding Doctor naroilto1, 

ad ressed to -r. ason, nh1oh was 

rooeived dirlng his absence. 

ery truly yours , 

.i lliur1 E. Scott (s ignod) 

':' eorotary to the Pres! dent. 

? r. t;. ll. Shepardson. • 
In ternat 1011&.l Ed11aat1 on Board, 
61 Broad a~""'• 
:New York City. 
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Officers 

Clialrman of tlie Board 
Wallace Buttrick 

Pruldent 
WickliJfe Rote International Education Board 

.,.."'- .t;.j~~'=" --. -~· 'Jr'."./'f. ~ 

EJucatfonal Studfu 
Abraham F1exner, Director 
Whitney H. Shepardson 

FOUNDED BYJc;H·N o. ROCKEFELLER, JR. 1923 

61 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK Agricultural EJucation 
A. R. Mann, Diiector for Europe 

Pli11sfcal anJ Btologlcal Scfencu 
Auir.lllUI T rowbridiie, Director for Europe 

March 3. 1926 

Dear President Mason: 

Mr. L.K. Frank,of the La.urt:1. Spelman 

Rockefeller Memori~,who is better acquainted with Doctor 

Hamilton than I am, sends me the enclosed memorandum re-

his past training and present interests. You 

will remember that I mentioned him as someone who might 

be considered for a post in connection with the University 

of Chicago. I know him slightly myself and am impressed 

with his quiet personality, his poise, and his sound 

sense. 

WHS:m.m 
enc-

President Max Ma.son 
University of Chicago 
Chic~o. Illinois 

Very truly yours, 

IJ . f 

/ 

Members 

W allacc Buttridt 

Raymond B. Foadick 

Wickliffe Rose 

Georiie E. Vincent 

Arthur Woode 

John Stewart Bryan 

Owen D. Younii 

James R. Aniiell 

Anson Phdps Stokes 





To: Yr • . .,'hi tr .. cy Sh -·p~1rd.son 

Re: •T . II . 

G. rr . H. i:, 311 r: . J . t:1ir1 :: lso 0. T:h . :J in -;->s:1cholo~7 p-lii~1i f19 tool\ undr.:r 
- i.llteci;rQQf.,;w;~~ 

P.rance . eactlons in I:· runals . " He has sp0nt ccy;·icickrable t l.11ie in )&ntr B'n' t'.::1·a, 

C1li ·o~~ia, in p~i7· te practice as a psychiatrist, wherP ~e also ~~rricd on a 

chimpar..zees 'ind 'lOnl{O~J'S . -.:"012r or rive ·re:~rs L{O he spent a vear or so in a 

"'Tiddle ·1estcrn s:r.all tmtm stud_ylng vr~rious f'or: s of !Jl3.l3.d.justrnGnt , the re-oo:rts 

of ·rhich o.r0 included in 2. recentl~.r -.-Jublished volumA -.mti tled ''Introduction to 

Ob·jective Fsyc110!°)atholo~:y . " '3incc Jcnua.:-y lJ25 he ha:3 beer. in rew York as Di -

re ctor of the '' J.iarriage Clinic'' , vhich is , .... strnl;:r of !Ilarital ad.just·ncnts no-v1 

being 11.12.de on 200 cc.ses of norr.; or less normal people . 

He expects to be occupied at least for part of h i s t i :ne 1brin; the 

next ~rear or so in "O k·in1· 1p the rcnort on tho .Ia .... riage Glini c , &nd thi::n in 

writ:ir..g a book on the sulJiect of marital a<l.,justrnrmt whi.ch ·.; 1ill sur)c1lomcnt the 

of :1.~)out 50 ;T0 nrs old , mR,r-ied , wi th ·ne ~:on '. 1ho is '10!.i a f'"es1unc .. n at , io lIEi -

versity of 8cilifornia. 
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Ube 'tLlnf\"ersit~ of ~bicago 
ilepartment ot ll)s~cbolog}? 

Profes sor F. C. Woodward 

Vice President 

University of Chicago 

Dear Sir:-

ProfesRor K. s. Lashley of the University of 

Minnesota haa reached no decision in the matter of accepting 

an appointn:ent in. Dr Adler's Research Ina ti tute. 

In case he accepts, he would prefer not to establish 

an of r·1c1al connection with our departrr:.en t for the first year. 

He indicated willingness to oonaider such an off er for 

the second year. 

Sincerely 1 

7-1 .W.)cvtA-





lla7 11, ·1926 
,, 

Dear Mr. Carra 

The reoelpt ot 7our letter relating 

to Proteaaor Lashle7 ts acknowledged. I 

hope that he will deolde to oome to Dr. 

Adler's Institute and I shall keep in mln4 

the poealbil1t7 or establlshln a oQnneo-

tion with him later on. 

Yours s1ncerel7, 

Vloe- .F resldent 

Proteasor R. A. Carr 
Department of Pe oholo y 

FCW•L 
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Cone rning 1olo y Library Qn c olo . ~o rtm. nt. 

J n1 ~y 19, 1926 . 

My ar 'r . ~utta: 

• mh1 Blolo Librrry muat a iv n ore a aoe . 

2 . lt th ullding us d by ~17oholo y oan be us d 

\ mporn 1 1 tor ou in~ tb Blolo 1 1brar1, this 

1 1 be or oonomtoal t an o an in the h7•tolog7 

building tor this tomporary p r ase . 

3. The loc tion ot th~ ~aye lo 1 building is s tia­

tactory onou h for th Biology ~ibrary aa four 

dep rt nts ar or ill b ~ of ,llis vonue, 

an t ree epartmentc ar e st of ~llie .i.v nu • 

.&. • J . Oai-1 on . 
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. 2 , 

av ro 

a oartaln ln a ta. " 11 o th r 
b ur ont, t th situation in 

t . t haa l o to u that there 
turnln the pby•lologioal laboratory to 
loo 8d upo aerT in somet 1n li e 

etory nn rather hi oh 
te m > o r r 11 J • 

the 

th. 
e 
o ator1 

char cter of tho oong etion in 

Si n . d 

1thi th a t 
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d finlte plan to r~liet 

to tbB tact that our oon­
ye r . ·a -1 . o f 1. how­
t 1 on an on tl n t should 

arvay arr 

• • .Kingsbur7 

• • o lnson 

L . L . '!hur1tone 
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'ttbe \Llni'7ersit~ of <tbfcago 
lDcpartment ot t'a12cbologl2 

:Iemor ncum 

F'rom the merr.bors of the Deo .. r 1 mont of sycl10J.or,-y 

ub.!ect: Adequ teen rters -ror -'·J:e "'1Syc1 o]of!iC 1 1'"' or'-'to,...,: 

rye s _ould like to ~oint out, fir t oD 11 , t~ t the 
cr)wded c ndivion of our Jresent qu rters c0nstitutec mo~e 
thL_n t c i _)comfort . The f ct th· t much of' our " ori .... tor wor_: 
m rnt he dor..e iu open rooms ~1 11ere distur- '"'Gees .. re Pyiec_,,Emt is 
gqnuine .nen ce to t 11e ,..,ccur"cy o Sl:C 71or'c . nder rrese~ 
conditions 've ..,re +'orced to i(""nore r-nd to enco 1r' a-e C'!tunentt"' to 
i~nore disttrbing f"ctors which s.oul~ never e ~llo\ ed t e ter 
int even tte ~ost rm.teurirh ty~e of inv sti~rtion • 

. ~e h2ve t tl'e present tl::ie se'f..rentee 11 st' 1de ts · 1 

rec- idence v/'10 .re eng( -d in rA'"'e""Vl'"'1 o~ tl 0 h .D . t 11As · s . 
Tl' ere c~re now tv1ent - tL.rce . ...,orsonc ir t1e tr. i YJ.inr: c 01 1~se in 
e.::neriment'"' l ""isyc1 olo~y . This c our e , 'J 'i ch is tc: '~en by 
l"rDctic 1.ly 11 of our first ye"r gr ·du""'te st 1dents, is dec;i[2'necl 
to :rep~re for the thesis rese rch . Ever~ e~~ort is .~~q to "Ut 
tl e 1 bor t ry v:or { +- thi ca11rce ·'"On c istinct ;. -re'"3e"':rcl1 
lqvel . Cl'cientific meL--od c n 1::-r ly be ins illed 1111hen,, is 
no 1 the c se in o n'"I ~bor'"'t ry , slovenly rnet·10 s ,.. '"'e ~orce(1 

,. on 
vo . V~bor tor, work i!1 r:isycholor:""r dem'"'r~ds mo,,e G'l ce th n 
simil.r ork in other sciences . In atu~ies of' ~emo~iz ' n , f ticue 
t-Ld similr-r "'Jrob ems the ror :ers 'Y>ec. 'il,,e ie , . e . 1,..,ey c n _ot 
1ork w~t1 in ~e"rin; di"tt-nce of ot:er ex-e irncnters . 

Every m jor institution in he count~y exceot the 
Univer~ity of Chic go offero 1 bo~rtn~y work in noycho1ogy for 
senior co 1 lege nd gr du0 te stude~t~ w10 rre not ~reprring. for 
rese'rch . Scace h s forced us to choose between t~e tot 1 
neglect o rese rc1 tr in:ng n the more purely instru8tion 
uses o- the l· or tory o I~ rder to ureserve the rese rch 
ch~r cter Of our 1 bar tory We h~Ve _elt it necessnry to r 

the se o the 1 bor tory "o, ny pur~oses n t closely rel 
reoe rch . 

The qu.rters which we now occuny re extremely poor in 
reg rd to lo" tio11 as v1ell as in re~ rd to sn" ce . In ()Y1r~or t o 

· h ve the quiet essenti ~l ·or x;ycho oaic ... l, LoN~ tory , we 
should be uet well b~ck ~rorn t~e street . ur ~resent 1 crtion 
bet.rnen t e rower house .. n Elli 3 ve .. ue i,., lo u , s ,.. ., s ~o -1 
- ossibly be sec red . 
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It is the hoe f the members of tbi den"· tment t ~t t~e 
needs of the dent-rtment of sycholo Jy .Je t"' 1

'.:: 0n into seri u 
ccount when the administrntiv~ officers of the niv rsit; conside~ 

the futiwe use to which the nresent physiolo.r-ic 1 . bor"tor~ io to 
be ut. !le 11. ..... ve made ct".\reful study of' the floor n n'"' o~ t :i. t 
building nd we believe th~t with cert· in minor ~lterrtions it 
could be converted into ~ psycholopic~1 1 bor tory ~ ich shou d be 
~dequ~te for m"ny ye re to cameo It has seeme to us t ~ t t e 
conversion of this lrbor tor; building ~or urroses ~ ich re remote 
from labor~tory work, ·would i~volve cert in inevit le wn te. 
!hile other needs for this s o ~ce m~y be urgent, we feel th~t the 
situLtion in psycho .o~y is ~ so urgent. It hrs ~lso ~eemed to us 
th t there 1.rnuld be .n ,dv·· it ge in . turn:n the hy~io OP'iC!'ll 
lc:bor-. .. tory to ? pur·'1'"'Se wh1.ch might be looked upon "S served in 
0omething li' e a nermancntly ~ tisfnctory m~n~er r~t1er t~rn to 
\)ur·,;os es w i ch might be served only tem·")Ornr i y. 

On the other h~ nd, it seens to us et ter to m ,. i y tr e 
ryresent psycholo~icnl lLbor .tory ( tem1or"ry building ~or 
tem~or ry purJoses, such "S those of the bio1oPicnl 1ibr r-y, i.,11 .. _n 
to modify n perm~nent bui din~ or such ~ur oscs. It i~1t he 
pointed out th~"'.., ~he recent re VivL g f the p':;~rcho ortic~l 
l~bor"..tory building nrob~bly mrkes it ~ good ~ire ris~, des nite it6 
c.ge. 

The serious ch r cter of the c ~ estjon in t~e nsyc~olo~ica 
. 1 bor~tory h·s beco,e ~cute only within ~"'e n~ot ~ive ye~r ri~ina 

which the number of gr .du~ te s udents in the aennrtment i- s rr.ore th n dou led s h!'I s t1 e i nstructori l st"..ff. \~ e fee 1 t~ r' t .. re l~ c'\: 
of formu ~ti~n oD nore definite vi~ns for the relief of t i e de~ rt­
ment h s teen due l~rFely to the f~ct thrt our crndition ~ '"'s leen 
serious onl:r for c few ye:rs. ~e c.lso eel, "'o-1ever, t 1r-t our 
situ!'.\ti1n i'l rc~.lJy zi. vit;:;l one nd one t1 f't sl-- ould h'"'ve very 
t~10rough utudy V:i thout delny. 

0 ignec 
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Memorandum 

From the members of the Department of Psychology 

To Mr. Tufts 

Subject: Adequate quarters for the psychological laboratory 

we should like to point out, first of all, that the crowded condition of our present quarters constitutes more than a discomfort. The fact that much of our laboratory work must be done in open rooms where disturbances are frequent is a genuine menace to the accuracy of such work. Under present conditions we are forced to ignore and to encourage students to icnore disturbing factors which should never be allowed to enter into even the most amateurish type of investigation. 

We have at the present time seventeen students in residence who are engaged in research for the Ph.D . thesis . There· are now twenty­three persons in the training course in experimental psychology. This course, which is taken by practically all of our first year graduate students, is designed to prepare for the thesis research. Every effurt is made to put the laboratory work of this course upon a distinctly research level. Scientific method can hardly be instilled when, as is now the case in our laboratory, slovenly methods are forced upon us. Laboratory ·work in psychology demands more space than similar work in other sciences. In studies in memorizing, fatigue and similar problems the workers require quiet, i.e . , they cannot work within hearing dis­tance of other experimenters. 

Every major institution in the country except the University of Chicago offers laborator~y v10:rk in psychology for senior college arrl graduate studen ts who are not preparing for research. Space has forced us to choose between the total neglect of research training and the mope purely instructional uses of the laboratory. In order to preserve the research character of our laboratory we have felt it necessary t~ 
f: .. bandon the use of the laboratory for any purposes not closely related to research. 

The quarters which we now odcupy are extremely poor in regard to location as well as in regard to space. In order to have the quiet essential for the psychology laboratory, we should be set well back from the;.Street. Our present location between the power house and Ellis avenue is about as bad as could possibly be secured. 

It is the hope of' the membe:r·s of this department that the needs of the department of psychology be taken into serious account when the administrative officers of the University consider the future use to ·which the present physiological laboratory is to be put. We have made a careful study of the floor plans of that building and we believe that with certain minor alterations it could be converted into a psychological laboratory which should be adequate for many years to come. It has seemed to us that the conversion of this laboratory build­ing for purposes which are remote from laboratory rnrk, would involve a certain inevitable waste. while other needs for tbis space may be urgent, we feel that the situation in psychology is also urgent. It has also seemed to us that thAre would be an advantage in turning the physiological laboratory to a purpose which might be looked upon as 
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as served in something like a permanently satisfactory manne1"' rather than to pur·poses which might be served only temporarily. 
On the othel"' hand, it seems to us bette1-a to modify the present psychological laboratory ( a temporary building ) for tempor­ary purposes, such as those ~f . the biological library, than to modify a· permanent building for · such purposes . It might be pointed out that the recent rewiring of the psychological laboratory building makes it a good fire risk, despite its age. 

The serious character o~ the congestion in the psychological laboratory has become acute only within the past five years during· which the number of graduate students in the department bas more than doubled as has the instructorial staff. Ve feel that the lack of formulation of more definite plans for the relief of the department has been due largely to the fact that our condition has been serious only for a few years . We also feel, however, that our situation is really a vital one and one that should have very thorough study with­out delay . 

(Signed) H. A. Carr 

L . L. Thurstone 

F . A. Kingsbur·y 

E . :::>. Robinson 
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.President Max Mason, 
The University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Dear Mr. Mason: 

January 5, 1926 

If you are not already familiar with the uncei·tain 
situation in reference to the chairmanship of the Psychology 
Department, you nay want to look into the matter before Mr. 
Tufts goes on his vacation in the spring. 

I understand that when Mr. Angell left the Univer­
sity, President Judson asked Mr. Judd to take the acting 
chairmanship of Psychology along with his other work and he 
carried it for several years. However, it was decided last 
year that the Department ought to have different supervision 
and inasmuch as Messrs. Burton and Tufts were not clear as to 
who should be appointed chairman, they followed a precedent 
established in the early days by Dr. Harper of the President's 
assuming the headship of any department until he got around to 
appointing the department head -- only in tbis instance they 
agreed upon the Educational Vice President's assuming tbe 
chairmanship rather than the President, so that Tufts is now 
named as chairman of the department. 

I understand there is considerable l"ivalry in the 
department as to the future chai1"man between Mr. Carr and 
Mr. Robinson, with Mr. Kingsbury an amused on-looker but not 
altogether out of the running himself. My information is 
meager and you will probably want to get the whole situation 
from Mr. Tufts. 

The question in my mind is whether to leave the 
headship for the present ~~th Mr. Tufts because of his pro­
fessional close association to Psychology, or to ask Mr. 
Woodward to take it in his official capacity, or whether to 
put in one of the present members of the department, or whether 
indeed, if money permits, to get an outstanding man better than 
any of them. 

I have no recommendation in the matter. 

Yours cordially, 

j 
I 
"' I 
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