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THE MOUNTAINS OF LIFE.*
BY ANDREW SHERWOOD.

Tuere’s a land far away thro’ the deep vaulted sky,
Where the flow’rs and the amaranth bloom
And its bright sunny palaces gleam on the eye
As we tread thro’ the gathering gloom;
"Tis the seraphim’s home, ’tis the kingdom of God,
Where the fountains of life lave the heavenly sod,
And the ransomed in raiments of splendor have trod,

On the evergreen mountains of life.

*Tis the land where the blest with no sorrow to mar,
Through the green fields of Paradise roam;
While their banners celestial are gleaming afar,
To beckon the traveler home;
And at twilight they stand in their golden array,
Where the sunset is flushing the portals of day,
Till they fade from our gaze, like soft music away,
On the evergreen mountains of life.

"Tis the home of our loved ones who crossed o’er the tide,
When the twilight was gathering cold; b

But I know that some day we shall walk by their side,
Down the valleys of sapphire and gold;

For our spirits, unfettered, with seraphs will soar

To the gardens of balm that shall fade nc\'cr. {1\01‘@,

And my soul shall know thine on that beautiful shore,

On the evergreen mountains of life.

Far away in the sunset’s all-radiant light,
Are the gates of the city sublime; .
And its glory oft shines in our visions at night,
As we float down the river of time;
And we dream of the morning, when hand joined in hand,
We shall roam through the world of eternity grand,
For my soul shall know thine in that beautiful land,
On the evergreen mountains of life.

* Published in form of sheet music by Root & Cady.

MILTON’S PROSE WORKS.

THE impression which any writing makes upon the mind of
the reader is modified by its attendant circumstances. If it is
poetry that we are reading, we expect to find in it gems of
thought in their holiday dress, and choicest words rich in meta-
phor rendered doubly attractive by their metrical arrangement.
We expect to have our imagination quickened to a vigorous
activity, our passions stimulated, and our feelings of enthusiasm
wrought to the highest pitch the subject will permit. We expect
to have our emotional and spiritual natures raised so as more
nearly to grasp ideal perfection, and the soul incited to nobler
achievements.

These are among the prominent qualities we seck in poetry,
and though we may know but little or nothing of the laws of
quantity, versification, or poetic license, we can judge quite cor-
rectly of the merits of a poem, as it speaks, or fails to speak the
language of the imagination and the passions, of fancy and the
will. Butif it be prose that we have in hand, we say to the poetic
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faculties, ¢ stand back !” and call reason to our aid to sit in judg-
ment, weighing the style, the matter, and the truthfulness.

We judge scientific writings by the importance of the instruc-
tion contained in them, and by the vigor and accuracy of expres-
sion: we judge philosophic writings by the depth and clear-
ness of the thought affirmed, and ZBelles ZLettres by the
graceful language wused, by the correctness of the views
entertained, and by the success of the .author in imparting
them. We may judge poetry to'be good, though it be but imper-
fect verse, but in estimating the merits of prose, if the mind is
unbiased by favor for the author or for the subject of which he
writes, we judge the language, the style, the perspicuity, and the
general execution with nearly the same rigor as the thought.

With these views of literature, then, that poetry is the lan

guage

]
of the sublime and the beautiful, and its object is to move the soul,

and that prose is the expression of reason speaking to the intel-
lect, let us make the acquaintance, in the department of prose,
of him who stands so eminent as a statesman, a scholar, a poet
and a Christian,—the author of “Paradise Lost.”
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50 Milton's Prose Works.

Removed as we are from the times in which Milto.n lived, W}e
can hardly appreciate the circumstmlwcs and Vfcarlm;_)rvs wtlhmlx
prompted him to his work ; but looking flo;n 01\\? f)erll 'sl‘u;igr_
point, granting that he wielded a pow.'cr.ful influence, (-lnk adur
i , relicious zeal and stern patriotism that controlled him,
ing the religious zeal and ! 554 3 g AN
we can but regret that the author of * C(?mus, £ vk_,xko, ar
¢« J1 Penseroso,” should have neglected his muse zm(.l sought fflmc;
in controversial and political wri‘tn?gs.‘ Had hll]t.(inl i(mimec
himself to poetry, the great work 'of his life W-Olll; %m(\’u ,);,,L’ll 1}10;6;
complete, and more productions 111\*.0 e P:ll“d.dlSC e gjllluui . w oy;.;
have been left to incite to higher life. Itis trAuc tln.s ()pl;ll()l‘l ( if-
fers widely from that advanced by some, who, in thc\nv 'Llnt m‘snsml,
are so delighted with Milton’s prose works, that they almost wish

> had written no poetry. .
hclli‘il.:l prose work: do indeed zd)m'md. in good ‘thou%{htvs,' fml' Ini
mind could not think without thinking ‘good thoughts, and }c
but few of our graduates have ever read his most celebrated 1p1ose
works, while a large class of wel'l—ren(l men do 1.1<l>t )o\\c: t\ll‘m:;
that they exist. These consulcratxogi, together \‘\1t11’ .t‘lu l\l‘gt (nl;e
they are obtained with so great (hmculty,.thclc .>cmg u )1 '
cdidtitm in the market and that one pubpsh 2d '111 Lz)n(‘io.n\.)]
Bohn, the collector of antiquated and fossil specimens (,)t :]t{;}_
ture, form, in themselves, a commentary upon the htncss‘(? f;rcli—
ton’s prose works to the present wants of the pcjop{lc 1111(.)1c e
ble than the words of his most virulent dcﬂm']ms, and so pote
that his warmest admirers can not cou.ntc'ru'ct 1ti galel v ;oo

The prose style of poets in gonm";ll is injurec )y t,lc.l,],m; :}‘1 y
to free themselves from the decorative parts of 'lzmgu‘tgg anc ,110‘?1_
the ornamental combinations so abundant in poetry. ‘ 1]1(:11‘
pcrimls are not well rounded ; their sentences ;1}'0 cn\‘nphcutc%l,
their words are not arranged in what '\\"c CO!)fld(:l' the }‘x:vltlllftl
order, and to avoid too loose a st)‘lc,"'tglc}' ()ft}'fn mu‘\,'mt into 1
sustained and measured prose, which i8 mare ()(I_musLm‘xll. :m’d :15‘
bad as being at sea in a calm.” Milton is 11()t.CXClan f‘lulln‘l‘lc.\k,
faults common to poets, but, on the contrary, 11‘0111‘ the fact L]:ltl]f}
stood so high in their ranks, these t:mlts' were all the more power-
ful when they attached themselves U»'lnm. :

His sentences are long and complicated in the Cxtrcn?o. som?-‘
times occupying a half page or mnrc;lthc} 2{\1)(?1:11(‘ in p()TU;
expressions, and tire with their * cumbrous cargo of words.
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Add to this the fact that Milton imitated the construction of
the classics, and even wrote many of his works in the Latin lan-
guage, and we shall realize how much his style is at variance
with the spirit of the English language.

Modern controversy is valuable only in so far as it overthrows
false positions and exposes sophistry by the use of sound reason
and strong argument. With some men raillery and retort passes
for sound reason ; these might be pleased with Milton’s writings ;
but to the controversialist of to-day, who is accustomed to use
strong thought both as the weapon of offence and defence, they
seem in many respects trivial.

Milton was a master of sarcasm and the tricks of rhetoric, and
these were his strongest weapons. Often whole pages, indeed
whole chapters of his works are occupied with aspersions upon

the literary and moral character of his opponent, striving to bring

the person into ridicule rather than make the subject appear
weak by showing its faults.

Word controversy plays a prominent part in his writings, much
time being spent in trying to make his opponent appear ridicu-
lous in the use of raillery, or certain expressions of perhaps
ambiguous meaning, while he himself uses with no sparing hand
such epithets as ‘impudent,” “rogue,” “ effeminate,” *vain-
flashy,” “mountebank,” ¢ juggler,” ¢ empty-head,” ¢ Dr. Umbra-
ticus,” *“runagate,” and ¢ babbler.” We look with surprise upon
these faults, but are told to attribute them to the style of the times.
We can, however, only regret that he did not rise above them,
rather than adopt them and make himself conspicuous in their
use. From these criticisms it may seem that we find nothing in
his writings worthy of praise. This, however, is far from the truth,
for there are many passages unsurpassed elsewhere in the sub-
limity of conception and in the eloquent, powerful manner of
expression. His thoughts, in many cases, are eminently practical,
and were far in advance of his age. He handled great subjects
which ordinary men dare not touch, as if they were but his intel-
lectual commonplaces.

Underneath all these faults there is a bold integrity of character
which shows itself in all his works, the platform of which is con-
tained in one of his own sentences: * For who knows not that
truth is strong next to the Almighty; she needs no policies nor
stratagems, nor licensings to make her victorious.” The prose
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works of Milton are left us with their virtues and their imperfec-
tions. They are numerous and are rich in knowledge. To those
who take delight in the style of the Romans, or in high sounding
words and involved sentences; to those who take pleasure in the
foibles as well as the virtues of great men, they are useful. But
like the great swords and spears, the shields and helmets of the
middle ages, which were useful in their time, but are now only
fit to adorn the walls of old manor halls, so these have per-
formed their work, and their proper place is upon the shelves of
old libraries rather than in the hands of the people.

SOME THOUGHTS ON WRITING.

How much of literature comes into existence sired by necessity !
The procrastinating student often finds himself at the eleventh
hour “ Css‘nlcss, when the vision of an offended instructor rising
up before him, the knowledge within himself that confidence in
him as a trustworthy student is liable to be lost, and other like
things goad him to a choice of a subject and to a season of self-
torture, as his stupid fancies are stirred up, dr agged out, and
arrayed in line. It is not well that the duty of writing an exer-
cise should be put off till the last moment, for it supposes a lack
of preparation of material. Then, too, carefulness of composition
and rhetorical finish are overlooked; the gaining of a desirable
style is endangered, and, what is perhaps more important still,
subjects of a trifling nature are selected, which can be treated
with little exertion of the mind, or, if subjects of a weighty charac-
ter are prescribed, such as «“The Antiquity of Man,” or ¢ The
Probability of America becoming a Land of Song,” under the
present system of neglect the probability is, that four loosely
written pages of (rcnu‘xl remarks will lead to the conclusion that
man is about six thous‘m(l years old, and that there is small pro-
bability of America becoming a Land of Song.

So much in depreciation of neglect. On the other hand, the
p)d(,'[lLL we have noted gives a certain qulckcnmw ()f the wits
which comes about only when one is in an emergency. If a per-
son is going on a journey by a train which leaves at an appointed
hour, he is more apt to be behind time if his leisure is great than
if it is small. This practice, too, makes the matter of writing,
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not so much a thing inspired by one’s feelings, as a thing which
is in his absolute power, and that can be knocked off at will.
This is desirable for all those whose profession is that of writing.
The subjects of the day must be treated whether the afflatus is on
or off; and the importunate demands of the sub-devil for more
copy must be immediately met. What need is there, then, for
that result of this department of education, which enables a man
to marshal his forces at will, to produce his strong reasons, and
to laugh at indisposition, fatigue, or whatever party may be found
in the conspiracy against the operation of his pen!

The ability to write, like all other appurtenances of the educa-
ted man, must be always under orders, and not be humored in its
caprices. A man may write at midday as well as at midnight
if he will, and he need not be so servile as to run periodically to
his pen when the fit is on, and jot down in monstrous haste the
good things which fancy brings him fearful that she will be gone
before he can fully unlade her. Such a habit may be pleasurable
to the writer, and may be able to show us as its recommendations
some of the rarest gems of poetry, and some of the most brilliant
passages of prose writing, but it is unnatural, unreliable, and does
not provide for the constant prosecution of the profession of writ-
ing. We like the habit of Dickens and Scott, whose pens were
slaves, and they themselves were absolute masters. Their
immense volumes of unflagging interest speak nothing of obedi-
ence to a capricious fancy. The life of Goldsmith furnishes some
rare illustrations of this subject. One is especially interesting, in
which the landlady followed the angry publisher up the stairs to
Goldsmith’s room, and arrived just in time to hear the key turn
in the lock, then a scuffle, after which came quiet, unbroken
except by the scratching of Goldsmith’s pen, until evening, when
the door was opened and the publisher marched off triumphantly
with the just finished manuscript under his arm, himself and his
rough procedure having been the muses that inspired it.
De Quincy tells us that it was only dire necessity that made him
write ; Johnson was a Grubstreet hack ; Garrick, and Burke, and

Addison felt early the gripings of poverty that made them ply

their pens in season and out of season; and who knows but that
some day, when the sober realities of life are upon us, and we
must earn bread or starve, we will thank our stars for this college
exercise which taught us a sublime indifference to feeling and a
ready command of expression.




A VIEW AND REVIEW OF LITERARY SOCIETIES.

It 1s not customary to speak plainly on the subject of our
own weaknesses. Ordinarily it is better to keep silence about
them entirely, or to put on a bold front and speak of them in
high-sounding platitudes of commendation, such as are the univer-
sal formule for the expression of opinion when we wish to speak
much, to say little, and to mean less. It is said that language
was made to conceal thought. At least, however this may be,
high terms of praise are used to conceal opinions more commonly
than any other means. Perhaps there is a general idea prevalent
that all uwcak, formless, flabby things are like bladders, which, by
sufficient “blowing,” may be filled out and rounded into shape.
Observation upon such pretentious concealments of opinion
may be made in reading newspaper reports of college commence-
ment exercises, in which programmes will be published contain-
ing bills of fare such as have been provided as a steady diet by
collegians for their friends and admirers from time immemorial —
mental pabulum, which is to the appetite of the mind what bread
and butter are to that of the body, in that it feeds every youthful
intellect from the earliest school days to the last—and yet all
such exercises ¢ do high honor to the young collegians them-
selyes, and to the institution they so favorably represent.” Of
course the same remarks apply to all public reports of the exer-
cises of literary societies. It is very strange, indeed, that no such
exercises were ever yet reported which did not ¢“ do great credit to
the mental powers of those who participated.” An account of
some such pleasing exercises of a college literary society is before
us as we write. ¢ A pleasure such as one may well look forward
to with pleasant anticipations” was taken out” in listening to
essays on the original, striking and thought-bearing themes,
% Hope,”  ‘Memory,” Education,” etc., accompanied by a
debate on ¢ The Relative Merits of the Scientific and Classical
Courses.” This case is mentioned, not as an exceptional case,
but as an illustration of a general rule. Is not this a fair sample
of the ordinary * Literary Exercises” of college ¢ Literary ” socie-
ties? Is there not need, then, of some one to speak of our weak-
nesses, at least in this department, with compassionate severity ?
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There are times when praise will do more than any thing else
towards working improvement, and there are also times when
close and severe criticism is the only thing which can be made
effectual for that purpose. Praise has been tried often enough in
the matter of our so-called ¢ literary exercises.” Why should
not the question concerning the failings and weakness of our col-
lege societies, together with that regarding the best means for
improving them and making them worthy of the name, be
opened at once for free and general discussion?.

How, then, shall we account for the intolerable ¢ staleness,”
and the other failings in our literary exercises? The most nota-
ble truth is, that our societies become mechanical. We meet at
just such a regular time, we go through a regular routine of exer-
cises as regular and formal as those of the class rooms. No

’

enthusiastic member of a ‘‘society” can retain his enthusiasm
long. Enthusiasm is out of place there. The society is a mill.
Every member’s talents are put into it. They are all ground by
the same process. It is impossible for any member to change or
to avoid the simplest step. = It must be just so for all, and all very
soon become very much alike. The mill soon grinds off enthusi-
asm and life, without which it is impossible to make such exer-
cises either profitable or interesting. The society thus makes
those who conduct its exercises uninterested and uninteresting.
By furnishing no novelty in its exercises it thereby excludes all
interest. Uninterested speakers and readers react upon listeners
and the result is inevitable. Matters soon come to such a pass,
that, in order to listen with any patience to the exercises of such
a society, it is necessary to have at hand ¢ portable ecstacies in
pint bottles.” Instead of compelling all minds to run in the same
ruts without any alternative, our literary societies should make it
the chief aim in their discipline to drive the minds of members
entirely out of all ruts whatsoever, and to keep them out. If this
can not be accomplished with some minds by milder processes,
it may sometimes be necessary to jolt them out. In some way
our societies should teach us to think. They-should find some
way to cultivate originality. Instead of being like a mill, with
its regular process of grinding, they should rather be like a
rapidly revolving wheel, with a very powerful centrifugal force,
which shall scatter talents about in all directions,— directions
determined by the directions from which they strike it. To
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societies conducted on our present mechanical system the critic
is a needless appendage. He is a partof the mill. .Auy scvgjrity on
his part, such as would show him to be an active in.tcll:gcuce,
rather than part of a machine—such as would cnuble‘ him to man-
age the mill, instead of being run by the same machinery — such
as, in other words, would enable him to shame away from the
society all efforts which have not 1‘ccci\fe€1 stud?l‘and care, meets
with general displeasure and condemnation. . The C.l‘ltlc is prac-
tically muzzled. He himself, like all the rest, is put into ruts and
made to move there.

The question may well be discussed — as it has been to a con-
siderable extent— whether literary societies are not to all more
injurious than beneficial — whether they do not confirm all pre-
vious bad habits of mind, and lead to a great many new ones. Is
there really any sound, reliable, corrective power in thcm?‘ If
not, will any amount of ¢ practice” in them imprm;‘u* the mm.d.?
Is there not some way by which a society may itself be the Cl"lth
and a very severe one at that? Is there not some pluhn Posmb.lc
by which societies can subject their members to an effective drill
which shall reach each member according to his individual needs,
and which shall thus cultivate variety and power in the minds
composing it?

In order to cultivate originality of thought, it might be well for
a society to have a standing committee, composed of its very best
thinkers, to furnish subjects for all productions that shall be
offered before it. It might be found effectual to require that every
subject to be treated, if selected by in(livi(luul'mcmbcrs, shall first
be accepted by the society. Much originality of thought could
doubtless be brought out by occasionally offering some considera-
tion or honor for the most original production upon the very
stalest subjects that can be selected.

A word in regard to debates. It can hardly be expected that
interesting and profitable subjects for discussion c:m‘bc furnished
for any great length of time if debates occur as often as every
week. \thncvm this is attempted, and it is almost always
attempted, all questions of interest are discussed szl rediscussed
antil they are as stale and uninteresting and unprofitable as pos-
sible. To avoid this, different questions are introduced, which
are made to order, to supply the demand. They are never of any

interest to any body, and they are very often too silly to repeat.

Music or Arithmetic. By

What result is inevitable from this state of things? Can debates
possibly be made interesting as a regular society exercise? To
make the question still more general on similar grounds, can any
regular settled programme of exercises long remain interesting ?
What is true of the debates is equally true of all other exercises
if too often repeated. In our own view, literary societies should
be places of profitable relaxation.  Variety to the greatest prac-
ticable extent should be their constant aim. Enthusiasm with
consequent labor and care is only possible with great variety in
the exercises as a condition. But if this were not the case it
would be a sufficient argument for a constant variety, that it is
desirable to train the mental faculties in every direction as far as
possible. To wus, a regular programme of literary exercises
embodied in the constitution of any society, is a suflicient
guarantee that that society will not long maintain any genuine
interest among its members. We believe the only true way is to
throw aside formal programmes entirely, and, as far as possible,
to arrange a different programme for each meeting, by all means
avoiding a too frequent occurrence of debates. Occasionally it
would be desirable to meet without any programme of exercises,
and trust'to the inspiration of the occasion for making a meeting
profitable and interesting. An extemporaneous talent is a very
desirable one.

We call earnestly for suggestions and thoughts upon the most
interesting and most profitable method of conducting college
literary societies. There is too evidently a great need of change
and reform in them. We hope to see articles upon the subject
in some of the college periodicals of the country.

MUSIC OR ARITHMETIC.

Maxy of our young men and women must, at the outset of
life, choose an avocation in which they can earn a livelihood, free
from absolute dependence upon others. They are not willing to
live hereditary paupers, as many do in England. Yet, with a
very honorable object in view, the course which many select is
far from being the wise one. Parents, in moderate circumstances,
wish to give their children such an education as will enable them
to be of use to others, and to gain, from the beginning of life, a
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respectable living and position. If the person be one \VhO:SC tastes,
talents, or health are especially fitted for the occupation of a
teacher, then these two branches present themselves very promi-
ncntly—{\lusic and Arithmetic: * Which shall I teach?” is the
query.

A gentleman who has been eminently successful and h(lmor.cd
as a banker and business man, says he chose a mercantile life
instead of the legal profession, because he was determined not to
be mediocre in any thing bhe undertook. If every one had the
same wise consideration, we should have fewer blunders and
failures. No one should-accept or reject a position in life without
reference to the probabilities of success and happiness in fulfilling
its duties. :

It is apparent that there are already far more music tcacherﬁ
than can expect to find employment. The great numb%r% of
advertisements in our daily papers for more pupils, are sufficient
evidence that already too many are seeking employment of this
kind. The demand for teachers of mere accomplishments is
limited. It is true that enormous charges are made by the

¢ professors,” who give instruction on the piano; but, from the

nature of the case, it is not reasonable to expect that, on the whole,
they can be so well or so surely paid as the teachers in the public
schools. A master of music can give instruction to but ‘one
person at a time, and to only a very few during one day, while a
majority of these are driven away by the necessary expense, or
drop off when they have acquired \-Nh‘dt 1s c:.ulled a suflicient
knowledge of the art. Thus a precarious l.wclxhood: and a con-
tinual change of home and patrons is inevitable. F L'll‘thcl' than
this, it is undeniable that the Europeans are hopelessly in advance
of us in the department of music.

If a2 music teacher can not hope to have the highest success in
music, it is better to leave the whole matter of teaching /1t alone.
But do some, echoing the ¢ On to Richmond” cry, say * Let us
then cultivate our talents in this direction?” Remember the
wolf’s challenge to the lion: ¢ What if the lion should gain the
victory ?” . :

‘We may seem to decry the cultivation of }nus;cnl taste.
Far from it. But to make it the end and aim of existence to play
well, while no share is taken in the more dlﬂlCllll‘t pf(‘)l)lcms of
being, we do declare to be a perverted view of life. The art of
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music is a source of pleasure in society, and as an acquirement
of those who have the requisite taste, means, and leisure, is in every
way worthy of attention. 'We need more music and better, both
vocal and instrumental, but we ought not to gain it at the ex-
pense of higher interests. Within proper limits, music is elevating
and purifying, but let it have its legitimate boundaries. But some
are apparently willing to drum and fiddle away all the precious
hours of their lives; for with all the drudgery of training musical
tyros there are mingled many bewitching strains, and an indes-
cribable charm makes the musician almost a monomaniac. By
this the woman is frequently unfitted for the cares of domestic
life, and the man unnerved for every occupation except his chosen
pursuit. This is a peculiar temptation, a necessary evil of fol-
lowing the profession of teaching music.

Some music teachers are beguiled into their profession by the fas-
cinations of the harmonies and sensual delights of sound, probably
quite as many by a fancied life of indolence and ease. But it
should not be our aim merely to make a living, and that with
pleasant surroundings. We should have an ambition to leave a
lasting impression, it may be, for good. Only with great pains
and much expense, can we hope to be able to instruct others.
Why, then, not exert our energies to produce the most perma-
nent and beneficial results.

The teacher in the common school has the same labor as the
music teacher, but with more ample compensation. His pupils
continue with him during several years. ~While only a few
favored ones can cultivate musical skill, all the children can and
must learn arithmetic, grammar, geography, reading and writ-
ing. In these latter branches many can be instructed by the
same person, whose labor thus becomes of wide-spread usefulness,
and he draws support from a wide field. One who is an efficient
teacher can retain the same position as long as he desires it.
More than this, one who has ability and energy need not remain
over the primary grades, but will soon command a better posi-
tion. Does any one say that at present many applications to
teach in our public schools are refused? It is only because the
unfortunate applicants are unable to pass a proper examination.
There is always plenty of room up higher. But these same per-
sons might have good wages in a location suited to their capaci-
ties. District schools in the country are often ¢ kept” by persons
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whose ability to teach is of a much lower order than that of those
who are refused by the city board of examiners.

The teacher in the day-school can impress valuable lessons
upon the heart and mind of his pupil as no other person can.
He can win the affections of the youth, and, as many Christian
teachers are doing, can lead them in the ways of wisdom, earthly
and divine. It is not strange that the Romanists dread to have
their children under the influence of public schools.

There are many reflex advantages accruing to the day-sch.ool
teacher of which the other class is totally deprived. The cultiva-
tion and discipline of one’s mental powers of are great moment.
It may safely be left to the experienced Ju(lgmcnt. of any com-
munity, which class of ‘teachers is more apt to cultivate a %\'nowl-
edge of general literature and solid 1nf(>rfnzlt1r?n. While the
ptli)lic school teacher is sure to develop his mind, the regular
and liberal remuneration for his services will enable him to culti-
vate the art of music as a recreation for his leisure hours. Th.e
tedium of the school-room and the monotony of the routine of his
duties can be enlivened by application of the mind to subjects of
useful thought and the acquirement of desirable zlccom.plishmcntis.
The advantages of the public school teacher are growing. .He is
becoming more respected and more widely useful. While the
competitors among those who teach music are scarcely Wo]:thy of
mention, the names of such as Wayland, Mann and \thtc are
every where recognized and honored. Pecuniarily, socially, and
in eVy'cry way it is more desirable to teach tllf} common' branc‘hcs
than music. Will there not be found in the future an increasing
number of gifted persons who will be ready to devote th'cmscl\'cs
to a profession which offers so many advant:lgcs.'but \VhICl.l holds
out its best prizes only to those who are determined t:) (11‘111 and
study in order to fit themselves for earnest work? Cw Bl

TuE twenty-second of February is at hand. The good time
we had a year ago is still fresh in the memory of all. Bya
motion carried at the close of the supper of the year, the
Faculty are called upon to furnish the entertainment for this year.
Of course they will not allow themselves to be surpassed by the

students.

COLLEGE NEWS.

THERE are eleven hundred students in attendance at Michigan
University this year. The different college publications of this
institution engage as editors about thirty-five of its students.
Two new courses of study,— Pharmacy and Mechanical Engineer-
ing — have been authorized by its Board of Regents. In the list
of distinguished men who have spoken before its Lecture Asso-
ciation this winter, appear the names of Mr. Murdoch, Prof.
Upson, Dr. Hayes, Father Hecker, Theodore Tilton and others.

TuE Lawrence Collegian states that Prof. Cumlock is making
arrangements to teach Elocution a part of each year in Lawrence
University. We believe him to be a true gentleman, and from
the little we know of his skill in teaching in* his department, we
think the students there are fortunate in securing his services.

Human nature yearns for the companionship of those in like cir-
cumstances, even though they be companions in misery. It is
with some feelings of pleasure, therefore, that we learn from the

Collegian that the ¢ Matrimonial Epidemic ” is also raging there.
From the number of cases recorded in the copy before us, we
conclude that the disease must have become chronic with them.
Doubtless the atmosphere of a mixed school is especially fitted
for increasing, rather than for diminishing such a plague.  This
University numbers about two hundred and seventy-five students,
a little over one-third of whom are ladies.

THrREE hundred female graduates of medical schools are now
in good practice in the United States.

Vassar FemarLe CoLreck has three hundred and forty
students.

A LITERARY and scientific course of lectures to ladies is to be
commenced next month in London. The professors of University
College have been secured to deliver them.

Harvarp Corrrce has received a bequest of $10,000 as the
foundation of a fellowship ; this is the first one ever founded in
America.

Rev. Joun P. GULLIVER is the new President of Knox College.

Pror. Tapran, of Athens University, has been elected Presi-
dent of Kenyon College, and has accepted.
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Rev. Dr. Brooxs, late editor of the National Baptist, has
V. 3 , k : \
entered upon his duties as President of the Kalamazoo College,
Michigan. .
Pror. MAHAN is to be President of the School of Architecture
and Engineering at Dartmouth. DA
"4 o aQ o of 2SS -
Rev. F.P. Brown, Yale ’52, has been elected I'rotesso
Greek in the University of North Carolina.
StEPs are being taken to found a seminary at Mount Pleasant,
Ll :
Towa, to be called Whittier College.

LOCAL.

SprcIAL.—In reviewing the circumstances which have con-
spired to delay the appearance of this number of our INDEX, we
- ; 4 at worried the cat that
are reminded of the tale of ¢ the dog that worried ‘g :
caucht the rat that eat the malt,” etc. A rehearsal of these cir-
> % 3 - 4 A Q A O O ~ o]
cumstances would be uninteresting to our readers, therefore suf-
fice it to say that the matter for the present number was in the
hands of the printers in due time, but circumstances, out of their
control, extending away back to Boston and we know not how
much further, prevented the prompt execution of the work. '
i rese e promise pr 1sS in
Asking indulgence for the present, we promise promptne
the future. :
Errcrions.—The society elections for the present term show
the following results :
CIIRISTIA\N I\SSO(,‘I:\TION.
President—H. K. Hopps. Recording Scm'cfa)')f—Bnglnﬂn:\u.
V'z'cé—b)‘usz?lvz/t——lI. K. Shumaker. Cor. Secretary—D. Dewolf.
Librarian—E. Morgan.
STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION.
President—A. H. Hawkins. [’{'(‘('-Prps/u’uz‘t—CC.SA._tT]%urkcr.
Secretary—H. K. Hopps. Treasurer—C. C. Smith.
ATHENEUM.
President—]. M. Coon Ass’t Secretary—C. D. Armstrong.
resiae s il X¥E o . . S SEAC :
Vice-President—C. C. Smith. 1}./11;\10.1,/ 15.11;.1:1\1(111%11
Secretary—F. E. Morgan. Librarian—]. P. Thoms.
T Critic—C. R. Henderson.
Tri KAPPA.
e 7 q vecretary—E. H. Pratt.
opesident—D. Dewolf. S< cretar, b o y
é'j'l"ttf([;/‘z’~‘!’dwmf—\V. E. Bosworth. .S/:/:-A\wr‘n'z‘m_}'—lh§mn B. Pray.
Tlf’a \'ll}‘c:l'—'G. Nead Librarian—E. H. Pratt.
AP Critic—T. B. Pray.

Quitk a lengthy report by Professor Safford, director of Dear-
bor:: Observatory, to Hon. ofve; Yo Scammon, President of the
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Chicago Astronomical Society, has lately been published in the
daily papers. As the Professor made so little noise while keep-
ing his nightly vigils, many had begun to think that he was doing
little or nothing, and that, from a first-class astronomer, he was
fast degenerating into a first-class showman. However by his
report he has vindicated himself from all such slanders, and
shown that he is awake and at work in his department while
others sleep. He promises still more for the future. His special
work, as noticed in a previous number, will be to catalogue all
stars to the ninth magnitude, inclusive, between thirty-five and
forty degrees. This will require about twenty thousand observa-
tions, and is to be accomplished in from six to eight years. He
hopes, besides this, to accomplish much work with the large
equatorial telescope.

The meridian circle has now been set up so that it can be used,
but its final adjustments are not yet made.

Tur CoLLEGE Arcus of Middletown, Conn., for January 14th
has the following :

“ The new telescope has been received, and the workmen are
busily engaged in mounting it. In an early issue we hope to give
a full account of this fine instrument. Harvard is the only college
in this country that has a better telescope than ours.”

We are glad to hear that our Middletown friends have suc-
ceededin securing a telescope * second to that of Harvard” in
size. Judging from what appears in another part of the paper we
should think that it had long been needed. The small and poor
instrument they have had hitherto, it would seem, has acted as a
damper on their zeal to gain the latest astronomical news, and so
we are not surprised to find that they are slightly behind the times
i this department. While congratulating them upon having pro-
cured so fine an instrument, we would remind them that
there is at Chicago in Dearborn Observatory a telescope st77/
lavger than the one at Cambridge, the diameter of its object-
glass being eighteen and a half inches. We hope that, as they
now have such a superior optical instrument, they will be able to
see the point, but if not, and will come to Chicago, we shall be
glad to show it to them.

GEoLoGicAL.—It has long been felt that something more than
simply a text-book and teacher is needed in order to make geology
take the place in the estimation of students which it deserves.
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With these alone, in the short space of time devoted to the study,
students can master neither the detail nor the general principles
of the science while the attempt to do both proves fatal to all
interest and enthusiasm in the subject. We are glad therefore
that our faculty and trustees feeling that such a difficulty exists
here, adopted means to remove it. Col. Foster, President of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science, is now
delivering a series of weekly lectures to the senior and junior
classes of our institution upon Geology and Physical Geography.
These lectures are not merely a temporary arrangement but are
hereafter to constitute an important feature in the college course
of study and the students will be examined upon them at the close
of the year as upon their other studies. Col. Foster is a man well
fitted to perform the duties he has undertaken. As a geologist he
is undoubtedly the best one in the west, and to Agassiz alone, of
those in the east, does he yield the palm. He has made the geo-
logy and physical geography of this country, and particularly of
the west, his special study, and on this account is peculiarly fitted
to instruct western men. His book on The Physical Geogra-
phy of the Mississippi Valley, which, besides being a
general treatise on the subject, embraces the results of his
own more recent investigations, we understand is now in press,
and will shortly be given to the public. 'We consider that students
of this University are highly favored in being permitted to reap
the benefits of Col. Foster’s instruction in this important branch,
and especially so as he has expressed his willingness to visit with
his class such places as it shall seem best to visit for the purpose
of gaining actual practice in the field.

JuNiOR ExuisrrioNn.—At the request of the junior class, their
exhibition, which was to have been held at the close of the pres-
ent term, is postponed till commencement week. This has been
the practice of former years, and as a consequence, every evening
of commencement week has been occupied, giving no chance for
class or society reunions, and crowding the public exercises far
more than is desirable. Our students have never appeared before
the public without commanding a good audience, and the Juniors
need not fear that they would be compelled to address empty
seats, should they appear during the year, when their efforts could
be better appreciated than when their exercise forms but one of a
crowded series. »

WE learn that our old friend A. B. Hostetter, of the class of
’68, is teaching in Forest Hill Seminary, Glendale, Ohio.
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THE WRONG REDRESSED.

A MAN with a hobby is a terrible thing to some people, and it
may be allowed without serious harm, that many times an
encounter with one of these well-disposed but sometimes mis-
guided mortals is not the most agreeable thing in the world.
We readily admit that it is not pleasant to meet a man with the
absolute certainty that, the weather once safely disposed of, you
will be compelled to listen to a recital of the contents of the last
Sorosis, or a dissertation on the venality and corruption of public
men. There is A., who never hears the subject of Geology
mentioned without beginning at once to refute all the arguments
in favor of man’s great antiquity, and if you chance to say in B.’s
hearing, “ What a fine head that man carries,” he will surely
favor you with the whole theory of Phrenology, and an applica-
tion to the head mentioned and all other heads, till you feel like
applying something else than theory to your entertainer’s head.

Then there is the amateur geologist, who will describe with
all the ardor and enthusiasm imaginable, and with painful particu-
larity, the latest addition to his newly formed ¢ cabinet,” appar-
ently as devoid of sense as the crazy Dutchman hunting birds-
nests over in the woods.” Yet, if he would become another
Agassiz, who would not consent to be bored for half an hour

occasionally for his encouragement and the promotion of
Vol. I.—No. 3. :
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matter at will, and need be restrained by no fear of getting
beyond his depth or treading on unknown ground. In addition
there is in the freshness and vigor of originality, a charm not to
be acquired by the mere retailer of the thoughts of other men.
The second element worthy of notice in the character of this
abused class is the earnestness with which they give themselves
up to their chosen work. When there is in the world so much
of feigned interest and pretended zeal, even in behalf of a good
cause, genuine unselfish devotion is calculated to win the atten-
tion and regard of the people, though the cause be bad. On this
ground alone can we account for the strange phenomenon of a
body of persons applauding one whose teachings they know to be
false. They transfer to the cause he pleads all tl
that by right belong only to his style of pleading.
Again, however unpleasant it may be to have a man forever
harping
“

1e excellences

on a single note, never for a moment forgetting that his
mission” is to proclaim a certain truth and seek its acknowl-
edgement and enforcement, still, by the parable of the unjust
judge, we learn that perseverance is often the only means of attain-
ing our object. And who excels the enthusiast in the faithfulness
and dogged pertinacity with which he labors for the accomplish-
ment of a desired end? No rebufl, no scorn or ridicule will cool
his ardor or dampen his zeal, and no contempt can swerve him
from the path marked out. Though friends may be estranged at
what they term his perseverance in folly, he is unmoved. Though
newspaper critics and penny-a-liners discharge at him their penny,
pop-guns, and hurl their all-powerful bolts of terrible sarcasm,,
they do but serve his end, by keeping fresh in the minds of the
people what he is working for.

In these three respects, then, in originality, earnestness, and per-

severance do men of one idea seem worthy of praise and imita-

tion, and in considering what has been achieved in the world,

those who have not examined the subject will be surprised to find
Wwhat a large proportion of the world’s progress and advancement
has been due to these enthusiasts. Their influence has been felt
from the earliest times, in all countries, among every race of men,
To write their history would be to give a full account of the rise
and growth of all the arts and sciences, and mark the progress of
mankind in philosophy, civilization and religion.

Finally, then, to sum up briefly the results of all our cogitations
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THE NEW ERA.
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pon of argument. The time for ridiculing is past. Too many
persons, who in other matters challenge respect, have espoused
this cause to allow us to ignore it or pass it by with a sneer.
The arguments adduced in favor of female suffrage when presen-
ted must be overthrown, or all opposition must yield and join
the ranks of the revolution.

The subject, though not so old as ¢ the divine right of kings,”
nor so new as the ‘ velocipede mania,” has yet been before the
public long enough to have what of argument there may be on
either side adduced and its strength tested. To attempt a com-
plete review of the movement, or to embody the arguments of
either side, would be impracticable and perhaps uninteresting,
but the convention of February r1th and r2th was suggestive of
some thoughts which it would be well to weigh.

Turning again to the nursery for illustration, we often see
children spoiled by flattery or undue attention paid to their
smart performances; continued applause leads them to think
that every thing they do must be precocious, and to make
continued eflorts to gain attention. It would be well if this
weakness passed away with the measles and other childish
diseases, but it does not, and we continually see spoiled
children of mature growth. As authors who have hit upon
some key-note and written a worthy book, relying on their
former success, continue to write books and bore the public; as
warriors who, acting under the inspiration of recklessness or per-
haps of bravery, have faced death and come out unscathed, make
themselves the centers of idle, gaping crowds, while they rehearse
their own valor; so those who have in time past come upon some
great truth and had the pertinacity to stick to it till they gained
the name of reformers, still cling to the old truth already enforced,
or become infatuated with the idea that they were born to be
reformers and that whatever they undertake is a reform. Thus
it seems to be with the leaders of the New Era. Slavery was the
grand war-horse they rode even till the enemy yielded. Temper-
ance and fashion are the hobbies they have rocked upon, and
now, with the ponderous word ¢ RErorm ” upon their banners, they
have mounted another hobby, even “woman’s suffrage,” and are
rocking vigorously, thinking surely they will win the race. Such
are the leaders ; women who have been efficient in some spheres
and think therefore they can be in all; women who no longer
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have household duties to attract them or who have never been so
fortunate as to be thus attracted ; women who know but little of
the Christianizing influence of the prayer-meeting; women who
seem to forget their fathers, brothers and sons in their own desire
for fame, and who seek to ride to glory with the plea of elevating
their downtrodden sex; women whom a little honor has made
mad. What could be expected from these? Moderation, reason
or argument? Surely none of these! Nothing more than we

saw !
In presenting the question of universal suffrage there is a

wonderful lack of logical reasoning among the friends of the
measure. The outposts which they attempt to fortify and
with which they hope to be successful are woman’s
social and financial wrongs. When driven from these, the
citadel into which they retreat and rally for new charges is
the inalienable right to vote. But this citadel is only a myth.
The right to vote is not inalienable. Do those who thus claim
this right understand the terms they use? Do they mean that the
right to vote is such that no one has the right or power to deprive
himself or to be deprived of it except by crime? for such is the
meaning of inalienable. Or do they reason by analogy, saying
¢ Men vote ; we have the inalienable right to do every thing that
men do, therefore, we have the inalienable right to vote!” But
hold: men have not the inalienable right to vote, and no such
course of argument can give it to women. Men can of their own
free-will resign the privilege and still maintain their manhood.
They can do this in their own country or by becoming alien to
their country. All the arguments to prove this so-called right of
women, can apply with equal fitness to minors or foreigners hold-
ing taxable property in this country. ¢ Taxation without rep-
resentation” was the watchword which rallied the colonists of the
old Revolution, and with lugubrious mien the heralds of the new
revolution prostitute this same watchword to their own use.
They are not taxed without representation. No rights pertain to
a woman’s farm or house or bonds or jewels which do not per-
tain to a man’s farm which may join hers, or to the bond which may
be next in number to her own, or to jewels which came from the
same case. The property of both has the same interest, and
therefore, when the man enacts laws which tax his pwn property,
the rights and interests of his female neighbor are represented.
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The wrongs of the sex are paraded with vehemence if not logic.
It is said that women do not receive just compensation for their
work ; that the places which could be occupied by women are
already filled by men; that women do not learn trades, and that
public sentiment is against female labor. We acknowledge the
truth of these complaints, and truly deplore the condition of
things, but how is the ballot to remedy the evil? Are we to have
laws which shall prescribe wages; laws which shall dictate to
us whom we shall employ ; laws which shall compel our sisters
(and others’ sisters, too), to become milliners or shoemakers?
Are we to have legislation which shall prescribe public sentiment
and thus our thoughts?

But pity for man’s fallen condition is the next plea. Perhaps
man is fallen so low that only woman’s legislation will save him.
If such is his case, however, it seems hopeless. But why do not
our mothers and sisters see this our fallen state rather than a few
spinsters and ambitious women ?

When women vote, every ballot, they say, shall be a bullet in
Bacchus’ hide, and can he stand so many wounds? For answer,
go to Maine, go to any state or town and consult the legislation
made against intemperance and then count the groggeries and
breweries within the limits of that legislation. The answer will
be direct and positive.

Our nation is corrupt, and we are told that when the pure
nature of woman shall be introduced into the body politic all will
be changed, elevated, purified. The practical question comes,
“Will this be so?” The low class of male population and the
power they have to defeat wholesome laws is already alarming
to honest men; but when the ten thousand women of Chicago
who blush not at shamelessness, whose interests are all opposed
to right, when these, together with thousands more who hold
their character as being valuable only till the sacrifice shall yield
some satisfaction of pride or glory, shall wield their seductive
influence on the side of wrong, there are not enough upright
women in the city who will enter upon the work and counter-
balance the effect. Pure women shrink from such work and are
driven from the field by cunning and terribly depraved women
whose very want of pure principle and whose wily character
make them equal to twice their number of virtuous women. But
even if virtue should come out victorious, the stain of sin which a
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political campaign would bring, no legislation could wash away.
Furthermore, the trickery and wire-pulling displayed in the hold-
ing of these women’s conventions by the very leaders themselves,
—so pure minded and free from ambitious motives,— furnishes
sufficient answer to make honest men and women consider well,
whether the present political fires can be quenched by heaping

tinder upon them.

“ The claims of infants” are such thata sense of propriety
often forbids their consideration, and yet the bearing which these
claims have upon the question of woman’s suffrage is of pre-emi-
nent importance. The old New England homesteads are passing
into the hands of foreigners because the race of New England
yoemen is yielding to fashion, and its ranks are thinning. It will

do for spinsters and women whose heads are turned with a little
honor to glide over this question blushing crimson atits mention ;
but when corruption, such as can exist only where woman is a
party, shall distract our government, the plea of delicacy will not
stand. We, however, yield to the popular verdict, but commend
the subject to the careful thought of Christian mothers.

Church and state should not have visible connection, neither
should they be antagonistic to each other, and yet where they are
not connected, observation warrants the conclusion that according
as politics is engaged in, the church is neglected. True, there are
a few noble exceptions, but these only prove the rule. The
church now looks to woman for a great deal of its support, and to
her noble endeavors to carry out its work. The church furnishes
a field in which all, men and women, may distinguish themselves,
a field for the display of talents. and philanthropic work, The
character of woman is better adapted to the work of the church
than of the state. She can win souls to the Saviour better than
marshal contending forces or trace the mazes of diplomacy. We
would not entirely yield the Christian work into her hands, but,
on the other hand, shall she who was ¢ last at the Cross and first
at the Tomb,” be led by ambitious persons, who take pride in
personal rather than Christian philanthropy, to neglect the field
of labor already larger than she can occupy, and to divide her
energies, all of which are demanded in one direction, with
another interest, and that a lower one?

In the presentation of the cause of female suffrage
every trial of woman is multiplied, and the heinousness
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of man’s every fault is magnified. Woman is the pitiable
pampered slave, and man a tyrant. The virtues of woman
are paraded to offset the vices of man, and indeed the bal-
ance looks bad. But how would it be if the order should be
reversed? The eulogies pronounced upon women February 11th
and 12th, and the taunts and reproaches cast upon man were
indeed suggestive. There is nothing more poisonous than flat-
tery. Excessive praise is dangerous to the best balanced minds,
and pernicious in its influence. Even women can not stand so
much encomium without being injured. But how many women
really believe all that is said against men? How many believe that
they have more, and better principle ; that they are less corruptible,
more sagacious and wise ; in short, have more confidence in them-
selves than in their fathers and brothers and sons?

Those who have never enjoyed the relations of sister and
brother, or never valued those of daughter and father, and never
honored or have entirely shunned those of wife and husband may sit
down in their lonely room to commune with their lonely spirits,
and charge man with the loneliness. But true women, while
they feel their own equality, do not declaim against man, but,
uniting their burdens to his, acknowledge his physical and politi-
cal supremacy.

Demagogue women clamor for more influence for their sex,
but before more influence is granted let us have the guarantee
that it will be used. Woman now holds in her hand influences
which, if she will use them, are potent for good. But who ever
knew of a man’s vote being influenced by his lady love, his sister
or even his mother? If so vital an interest is felt in the political
events of the times that woman is ready to break in upon the
family order, to bid defiance to divine teaching, to allow political
ambition to rival Christian love, to leave the church to the guid-
ance of the weak minded, and to unsex the race, if she is willing
to do all this, in the name of reason why does she not use the
influence she already has?




AMERICANISMS.

TuE derivation of some of our common terms is often hidden.
Words full of meaning to us seem nevertheless to have nothing
in themselves which should make them so expressive. Some-
times, however, their true power will be found in their sound,
which, upon examination will be found to correspond in a meas-
ure with the action or the thing expressed. But perhaps more
often it is the very awkwardness of the word, or the very mystery
connected with its meaning, which at present gives it its force.
Most of these words were not at first adopted for these reasons,
but connected with them is some story or some practice which
they commemorate. They are, then, relics containing whole
histories in themselves. From this they gained their power, and,
although the history contained in them is now in most cases con-
cealed, and thus their progressive force is gone, yet they have
gained such a place in our vocabulary that it will be long before
they can be stricken out.

About the year 1835 a black-leg by the name of Borghese did a
large business in the way of supplying the West and South-west
with counterfeit bills and bills on fictitious banks. IHis name
being passed from mouth to mouth was soon corrupted into
Bogus, and his bills were called by his own name bogus cur-
rency. The report of so great a fraud spread over the whole
country, and the term bogus soon became a name for any coun-
terfeit.

The term W7Zld- Cat, used to denote unsound l)anking institu-
tions, has a somewhat similar origin. A bank in Michigan had
a large vignette on its notes representing a wi/d-ca¢. This bank
failed while its notes for a large amount were still in circulation.
These notes were afterwards called wild-cat money and the bank
issuing them the wild-cat bank. Of course other banks were
soon compelled to stop payment on account of the want of confi-
dence in them, and the term wild-cat was applied to all such
without distinction, and as such a general term it has descended
to us.

The origin of Brother Fonathanr as an appellation for America,
is given in a number of the Norwick Courier. A gentlemen, who
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was an active participator in the scenes of the Revolution, related
the story, which is as follows, to the editor of that paper :

““When General Washington, after being appointed comman-
der of the army of the Revolutionary War, came to Massachusetts
to organize it, and to make preparations for the defence of the
country, he found a great want of ammunition and other means
necessary to meet the powerful foe he had to contend with, and
great difficulty to obtain them. If attacked in such a condition,
the cause at once might be hopeless. On one occasion, at that
anxious period, a consultation of the officers and others was had,
when it seemed no way could be devised to make such prepara-
tion as was necessary. His Excellency Jonathan Trumbull, the
elder, was then governor of the State of Connecticut, on whose
judgment and aid the General placed the greatest reliance, and
remarked: ¢ We must consult Brother Fonathan on the sub-
ject.” The General did so, and the Governor was successful in
supplying many of the wants of the army. When difficulties
afterwards arose and the army was spread over the country, it
became a by-word, We must consult Brother Fonathan. The
term Yankee is still applied to a portion, but Brother Fonathan
has now become a designation of the whole country, as John
Bull has for England.”

¢ Brother Jonathan” naturally reminds us of his favorite and
characteristic song, 2ankee Doodle. Numerous stories are afloat
concerning the real origin of this name, as well as of the tune
which bears it. The whole matter seems shrouded in oblivion,
and its author will probably only be known by his production.
It is said that the song was first composed by the British during
the Revolutionary War as a take off upon the Yankees, and that
the latter, taking the joke good-naturedly, immediately adopted
the song as a national air. If this story is true, we should be
glad to give our forefathers due honor for their independence in
adopting as their pride what was written for their shame, but to
us it seems very improbable. The air of the song has been traced
back in England to the time of Charles L., and probably the song
is nearly as venerable with age as the air to which it is sung.

More than this, the air seeems to belong to numerous countries,

so that it is impossible even to name its fatherland. While it is
said to be identical with one sung by the agricultural laborers in
the Netherlands, Kossuth and his fellow Hungarians when in this
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country, recognized it as one of their own native airs and, more
recently, Mr. Buckingham Smith, at one time Secretary of Lega-
tion at Madrid, declares it to be the ancient sword dance of the
Biscayans.

The word Proxy seems to be a product of some of our Rhode
Island friends. They have thus certainly, though perhaps
unwittingly, made quite an addition to our language. With them
the word prox means the list of candidates at election presented
to the people. By a law of the colony of Providence Plantations,
passed in the year 1647, the General Assembly was appointed to
be holden annually, *if wind and weather hindered not, at which
the general officers of the colony were to be chosen.” This
clause made it convenient for many to stay at home, especially as
they could send their votes for the officers by others, and this was
called voting by proxy.

Thus far we have looked at words which at most are but Ameri-
canisms. We will now look at a few others, which are quite as
expressive, but which have not the same good standing in refined
society.

The Sweet Gum tree is very tall, slim, and smooth, and is void

of branches except at the top, which is a place of perfect security
for any animal expert enough to reach it. When opossums and
raccoons are pursued they will flee to this tree for refuge in prefer-
ence to any other, and, as they are hunted in the night, when they
have reached the top they are, of course, hidden from the sight of
the hunter. This is called ¢ coming the gum game.”

Wheeler’s History of North Carolina gives the following as the

origin of the phrase ¢ talking for buncombe:” ¢ Several years
ago, in Congress, the member from this district arose to :1(idrcss
the house, without any extraordinary powers, in manner or mat-
ter, to interest the audience. Many members left the hall. Very
naively he told those who remained that they might go too; he
should speak for some time, but he was only talking for dusn-
combe.” Mr. Saxe, in his poem on * Progress,” says:
¢ Here, would-be Tullys pompously parade

Their tumid tropes for simple buncombe made;

Full on the chair their chilling torrent shower,

And work their word-pumps through the allotted hour,

Come on, ye stump men eloquent, in never-ending stream,

Let office be your glorious goal, and dunkum be your theme;

The vast and vaulted capitol shall echo to your jaws,

And universal Yankeedom shall shout in your applause.”

Antiquity of Man. T

Our last shall be the ¢ Socdologer.” This word is probably a
perversion in spelling and pronounciation of doxology, a-stdfiza
sung at the close of religious exercises, and as a signal of dis-
mission. Hence, a socdologer is a conclusive argument, a settler,
and figuratively, in a contest, a heavy blow which shall bring it
to a close.

THE ANTIQUITY OF MAN.

Ix the Divine library there are two volumes: the book of
Nature, and the book of Revelation. Once granted that an omni-
scient and virtuous God is creator and author of both, it is folly
to try to bring one in opposition to the other.

Man is to be the interpreter of these books. To these works
he must come to trace his ancestry, to explain the phenomena of
matter, and to understand the laws which govern the universe.
The scientists have devoted themselves to the interpretation of the
book of Nature. On the other hand, the theologians have devoted
their lives to the interpretation of the book of Revelation. If
these men be true to their trust, they will work hand in hand for
the accomplishment of the same great object—the setting forth of
the Divine will. The time has come when they should cease to
be arrayed in hostility, dismount their hobbies, and search for
truth.

Among the scientists, Sir Charles Lyell stands prominent. He
is not one of those who deny the authority of the Bible, or com-
bat it, but one who simply ignores it, and announces his conclu-
sions without regard to their tendency for or against revelation.
But is such a position tenable even by a man of science? So far
as science confines herself to the discovery, investigation, and
arrangement of facts, it is well, and she need not trouble herself
regarding conflicting opinions. So soon as she steps aside, and
begins to draw inferences and to dogmatize, she is not at liberty to
state as facts or probabilities doctrines which are directly opposed
to generally received opinions, without either attempting to refute
them, or even alluding to them. Science must aim at unity
and harmony of truth. She must omit no evidence, but act the
part of a just judge.

Sir C. Lyell is now an old man, and his opinions still partake
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of the synthetic period of the science, when a few facts justified a
theory, and a thousand years were of small account in a conclu-
sion. We have now arrived at the analytic period of science, when
facts must be reduced to a certainty, form and order. To-d: ay no
man’s z/)se dixit is accepted, unless upheld by his ¢ strong
reasons.’

Let us select some specimens from those works which claim
great antiquity for man.

Deltas. — Sir Charles Lyell claims ¢ that the deposits forming
the delta and alluvial plain of the Mississippi consists of sedi-
mentary matter extending over 30,000 square miles and in some
parts several hundred feet deep. The lowest estimate of time
required for this deposit would lead us to assign a high antiquity,
amounting to many tens of thousands of years (probably more
than 100,000), to the existing delta.” He also says that, * near
New Orleans, while excavating for gas works, the workmen
came upon the skeleton of a Red Il\(lhlﬂ sixteen feet below the
surface, beneath four buried forests superimposed one upon the
other.”* Dr. B. Dowler, who investigated the matter, ascribes
an antiquity of 50,000 years to accumulate the material above
the skeleton, and Lyell approves the calculation. These are the
facts according to Lyell, who made one hasty visit to North
America. Brig. Gen. Humphrey, Chief of the U. S. Army
Engineers, with the aid of the War Department, comes to t/zz's
conclusion, after several years spent in investigation: The delta
extends over an area of 12,300 square miles, the depth of dcposit
is about fifty feet, and the age of the delta or alluvial plain is
4,400 years. That Lyell should be led astray by such an unsound
investigator as B. Dowler, M.D., may well excite astonishment.
¢ It is possible that the New Orleans man may be one or two
thousand years old, but to claim 50,000 years for him is provo-
cative of laughter.” t

At the foot of a steep embankment at Natchez, in the ¢ loess” or
alluvium, were found the bones of the mz: wstodon, and of a species
of the ox and the horse; among these were some human bones.
The human bones were supposed to be in the same formation, and
of the same age as the mastodon. They were thirty feet below the
surface, measured up the side of the embankment, and some geolo-

* Lyell’s Antiquity of Man, p. 43.
t Chicago Advance, E. Andrews, M.D., May 28, 1868.
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gists believe them to be older than the delta proper; if so, they
are from 100,000 years old to some indefinite number.

Applying the same reasoning to the delta of the Nile, it would
be much older. Sir Charles Lyell gives a full account of the
investigations in the alluvial plain of the Nile.* Between the
years of 1851 and 1854, under the direction of the Royal Society,
Mzr. Leonard Horner undertook the work of investigation. The
practical part of the work he intrusted to an Armenian officer of
engineers, Hekekyan Bey, who had for many years studied in
England. There were two sets of shafts and borings sunk at inter-
rals, across the valley, from east to west. One consisted of fifty-one
pits and artesian perforations between the Arabian and Libyan
deserts in the latitude of Heliopolis, about eight miles above the
apex of the delta where the valley is about sixteen miles wide.
The other line of borings and pits, twenty-seven in number, was
in the parallel of Memphis, where the valley is only five miles
broad. Every where these sections passed through the ordinary
Nile mud of the present day, sometimes meeting with layers of
quartzose sand blown from the adjacent desert by violent winds.
Bones of the ox, dog, dromedary, and ass were frequently found,
but neither vestiges of extinct mammalia nor marine shells were
any where detected. There were also found, in the first sixteen

or twenty-four feet, jars, vases, pots, a human figure in burnt clay,
and a copper knife. Various theories have been adduced in
explanation of the formation of the delta, which must be omitted.
Some have claimed 3,000 years as the age of these relics, others
30,000 years and upwards. The conclusion of J. S. Jewell, is,
indeed, a just one: ¢ In relation to the delta of the valley of the
Nile, no one is entitled to speak until it has been mniore fully

explored.” f

Coral Reefs of Florida.—Sir C. Lyell says: “In a calcareous
conglomerate forming part of the above-mentioned series of reefs,
and supposed by Agassiz, in accordance with his mode of esti-
mating the rate of growth of those reefs, to be about 10,000 years
old, some fossil human remains were found by Count Pourtalis.
They consisted of jaws and teeth, with some bones of the feet.”
Jeflries Wyman, M.D., in a paper on * The Fresh-Water Shell
Heaps of the St. Johns River, East Florida,” says: ¢ Count

* Lyell’s Antiquity of Man, p. 33.
t Meth. Quart., Jan., 1869, p. 111.
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Pourtalis, however, visited the shell heaps at Old Enterprise,
Lake Monroe, in 1858, when he odtained from among the shells
fragments of pottery, and bones of animals. He has not published
an account of his observations, but énforms me that he came to
the conclusion that this mound was artificial.”* 1In the same
paper he says: ¢ We know of no data, based on the quantity
of materials of which the mounds were formed, on which to
estimate the time required to build them.” This testimony comes
directly from the man who made the discovery, yet Lyell proves
(?) that there is an antiquity of 10,000 years.

Prof. Whitrney's California Skull. — Probably all have heard
of the skull that was exhibited in this city last August, at a meet-
ing of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.
It was then supposed to come from the fer¢Zary formation. Some
of the learned savans put Moses to blush by claiming %0,000
years for its age. Prof. Silliman, of New Haven, who has per-
sonally explored the region where the skull was found, shows
clearly that it was a hoax, and Prof. Whitney is the victim.

Bones of Extinct Mammalia. — In connection with the bones
of the mastodon and megatherium have been found human
remains. As these animals are now extinct, a great antiquity is
claimed for these remains. Are these animals many centuries old ?
The mastodon Giganteus found in Orange county, New York, is

preserved in Dr. Warren’s museum, Boston. In the cavity of its .

belly it had five or six bushels of pine and maple twigs, in an
excellent state of preservation. The vegetable fibre is yet in the
hollows of its teeth, and most any man of common sense needs
no scientific calculation to assure him that these fibres are not
many centuries old. The Indians have a tradition that their
fathers had seen, in the forest large deer never lying down but
leaning against a tree while they slept, and that they were tree-
eaters. A skeleton of an American mammoth was found in
Mexico, about the time of the Spanish conquest. The discovery
of the bones of the megatherium, on the surface soil of South
America, interested the antiquarians; but how many milleniums
will bones last in such a climate?

Abbeville Bones.— Among the latest discoveries is that of the
jaw-bone in Abbeville, France. It was supposed to be in the

* Am. Nat., Oct., 1868, p. 396.
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glacial or diluvial period. A scientific jury was sent from
London to Paris to render a verdict. The bone was * not guilty ”
of proving a remote antiquity, as it emitted, when sawn or burnt,
the peculiar smell of fresh bones. Who knows but it is the one
with which Samson smote the Philistines.

The Darwinian theory of the transmutation of the species ;
that of the linguists, from the number of languages ; and that of
the Egyptologists, from the existing monuments in Egypt, must
be passed over for lack of space.

The interpreters of the book of Revelation claim about 6,000
years as the age of man. That it must be so, we do not claim.
The interpreters of the Bible are but human and liable to error.
The Bible does not profess to give chronological data from which
to estimate the antiquity of man. We think it can be safely said
with all fairness, that all these geological changes may have been
formed within that period of time. Geology has not yet arrived
at such a stage of development as to permit one to speak with much
assurance regarding its conclusions. But this subject has fallen
into the hands of unbelief. Enthusiastic investigators should be
very careful what theories they advance opposed to the Word of
God, as thousands, who have not the means of investigating for
themselves, are influenced by those theories regarding their
opinions of Divine truth, and scientists must incur the responsi-
bility. We feel that the seeming conflict between the ¢ word”
and the ¢ works” of God will show that science and revelation both
tend to prove that they have the same author. They will not con-
tradict, but tend to the one object — truth.

MIANTOWONA.
From the A#lantic,

Long ere the Pale Face Down to our children—
Crossed the great water, Richest of heirlooms !
Miantowona No land may claim them;
Passed with her beauty They are ours only,—
Into a legend, Like our grand rivers,
Pure as a wild flower Like our vast prairies,
Found in a broken Like our dead heroes!
Ledge by the sea side.

Let us revere them, In the pine forest,
These wild wood legends, Guarded by shadows,
Born of the camp fire! Lieth the haunted
Let them be handed Pond of the Red Men.
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Ringed by the emerald
Mountains, it lies there
Like an untarnished
Buckler of silver,
Dropped in that valley
By the Great Spirit!
Weird are the figures
Traced on its margins,—
Vine-work and leaf-work,
Knots of sword grasses,
Moonlight and starlight,
Clouds scudding northward!
Sometimes an eagle
Flutters across it;
Sometimes a single

Star on its bosom
Nestles till morning.

Far in the ages
Miantowona,
Rose of the Hurons,

Came to these waters.
Where the dark greensward
Slopes to the pebbles,
Miantowona

Sat in her anguish;

Ice to her maidens,

Ice to her chieftains,

Fire to her lover!

Here he had won her,
Here they had parted,
Here could her tears flow.
With unwet eyelash
Miantowona

Nursed her old father,
Oldest of the Hurons;
Soothed his complainings,
Smiled when he chid her
Vaguely for nothing,—
He was so weak now,
Like a shrunk cedar
‘White with the hoar frost.
Sometimes she gently
Linked arms with maidens,
Joined in their dances;
Not with her people,

Not in the wigwam

Wept for her lover.

Ah! who was like him ?
Fleet as an arrow,
Strong as the bison,
Lithe as a panther,
Soft as the south wind,
‘Who was like Wahwa?
There is one other
Stronger and fleeter,
Bearing no wampum,
‘Wearing no war paint,
Ruler of councils,
Chief of the war-path,—
‘Who can gainsay him?
Who can defy him?
His is the lightning,
His is the whirlwind.
Let us be humble,

We are but ashes,—
"Tis the Great Spirit.

Ever at nightfall
Miantowona
Strayed from the lodges,
Passed through the shadows
Into the forest;
There, by the pond side,
Spread the black tresses
Over her forehead.
Sad is the loon’s cry
Heard in the twilight;
Sad is the night wind,
Moaning and moaning ;
Sadder the stifled
Sob of a widow.

Low on the pebbles
Murmured the water;
Often she fancied
It was young Wahwa
Playing the reed-flute.
Sometimes a dry branch
Snapped in the forest;
Then she rose, startled,
Ruddy as sunrise,
Warm for his coming!
But when he came not,
Half broken-hearted,
Miantowona
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Went to her people.

When an old oak dies,
First ’tis the tree tops,
Then the low branches,
Then the gaunt stem goes !
So fell Towanda,

Oldest of the Hurons,
Chief of the chieftains.

Miantowona
Wept not, but softly
Closed the sad eyelids;
With her own fingers
Fastened the deer-skins
Over his shoulders ;
Then laid beside him
Ash-bow and arrows,
Pipe-bowl and wampum,
Dried corn and bear meat,—
All that was needful
On the long journey.
Thus old Towanda
Went to the hunting
Grounds of the Red Man.

Then as the dirges
Rose from the village,
Miantowona
Stole from the mourners,
Stole through the corn-fields,
Passed like a phantom
Into the shadows
Through the pine forests.

One who had watched her—
It was Nahoho,
Loving her vainly—
Saw, as she passed him,
That in her features
Made his stout heart quail.
He could but follow;
Quick were his footsteps,
Light as a snow-flake,
Leaving no traces
On the white clover.

Like a trained runner
Winner of prizes,
Into the woodlands

Plunged the young chieftain.
Once he abruptly

Halted and listened ;
Then he sped forward
Faster and faster
Toward the bright water.
Breathless he reached it.
Why did he crouch then,
Stark as a statue?

What did he see there
Could so appal him?
Only a circle,

Swiftly expanding,
Fading before him;

But, as he watched it

Up from the centre,
Slowly, superbly,

Rose a pond lily.

One cry of wonder,
Shrill as the loon’s call,
Rang through the forest,
Startling the silence,
Startling the mourners
Chanting the death-song.
Forth from the village
Flocking together,
Came all the Hurons,—
Striplings and warriors,
Maidens and old men,

’

Squaws with pappooses.
No word was spoken ;
There stood the Hurons
On the dark greensward,
With their swart faces
Bowed in the twilight.
What did they see there ?
Only a lily

Rocked on the azure
Breast of the water.
Then they turned sadly
Each to the other,
Tenderly murmuring
‘“Miantowona !”

Soft as the dew falls
Down through the midnight,
Cleaving the starlight,
Echo repeated,

‘ Miantowona!”




TELEGRAPHING.

Tue principle which underlies the w.orking of the tclcg:mph is
briefly this: By breaking the connection between batteries, the
electric current is destroyed. '

As in electricity like poles are repulsive and oppfmtc poles
attractive, all telegraph lines are worked by buttcr{c's, whose
respective opposite poles are attached t<? the cxtrc.mltxcs ()‘f the
wire. But the ground, because it is of either Polzu‘lty,‘pcrfor%ns
a very important part in the working of the .111105. For a line
from Chicago to St. Louis, a distance which can .casﬂ?'wbc‘
worked by two batteries, Chicago ‘itttzlche? to th? wire c1tnm
pole of his battery, say the positive ; b.t. Louis muit then
attach the opposite, or negative pole of his bat?cry. Now, as
electricity must have a complete circle of. connection to c<)1}11?1L>Fc
a circuit, if no substitute could be found, it would be necessary ]to
build another line between the same placcs? and attach to 1t. the
unoccupied poles of both batteries, thus fornm‘tg a complete %HLIL‘
of wire. Instead of this, however, a short wire, called a gm\m('
wire, connects these unoccupied poles with the gr()mulxulﬁl,l;)
completing the circuit, answers the same pmp.(?%e.' , ;mtbcf
battery and a ground wire thus form a perfect circuit, a fact o

the greatest importance to the pru.cticul working of 1 ‘tgil(:'gr;yl.pli
line. When the line is broken, as it no.t unfx.'cquentlj\ is, by winc
or falling trees, an operator can tcl} VVthl? side .Of 111% b.tlltl()l.l th(‘)
by touching his ground wire to cxtl.lcr side of his switch ;
and a number of offices thus testing can easily locate the' break so
accurately that it is an easy matter to send out a repairer from

break is,

the nearest office and have it mended. oAt :

But after a line is builtand charged by bnttc.ncs., it is p‘rnctmz‘lll.y
useless if we can not break and close t.hc c-n'cmt at will. This
difficulty is obviated by a patent key, which is so constructed tl}ut
when placed in the line the circuit can be opened 'zmd ‘cl‘oscd with
great rapidity. Butanother difficulty now Prcs?nts itself, for though‘
we may know when we open or close thcr s‘u:c‘,ut,‘w‘c huvs: no 1110:}115
of knowing when others do the same. This (Ehucncy' is Sllpl)llcq
by the ¢ relay,” an instrument so Conucctm.l with the line tlTnt the
cicctric current is forced to pass through it, and, by so doing, to
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generate magnetism. This magnetism is employed to attract a
small upright armature to a metallic point, so that when the
circuit closes a sharp click is heard. We have now perfected
instruments by which the circuit can be opened and closed at
pleasure, and each opening and closing is accompanied by a
corresponding sound. All that remains is to provide a systematic
alphabet of dots and dashes, and we readily see that the theory of
sending and receiving messages is simple and easy. To make
telegraphing practical, however, requires patience and practice
on the part of the operator. He begins with his A, B, C, and
works up, step by step, spending months and sometimes years
before he acquires any great facility in the profession.

esides the relay and key, another instrument, either a register
or a sounder, is used as a help to the operator. The former
records on paper what is received ; the latter only increases the
sound, so that other noises may not disturb the operator when at
work. There is still another use which each has, namely, to
overcome the variations of the electric current, arising from
certain atmospheric causes.

The number of offices on each line varies from about ten to
twenty-five, and every thing which passes over the line passes also
through each office, so that every instrument on the line works
simultaneously on the same business. To avoid confusion and
the necessity of constant attention on the part of each operator,
every office has a call of its own; and an operator becomes so
familiar with the call of his office, that he answers to it as readily
as to his own name. Sometimes, even when he is asleep, his
office call wakes him instantly, though his instrument may have
been working all the time. An operator never sends a message
until he has called and received an answer from the office where
the message is to go; and when he is sending, if the receiving
operator fails to get any word or signal, the latter interrupts, and
asks for a repetition till it is understood. When there are many
offices on one circuit, there is so much business that an operator
has to watch for his turn to get his own business off, In
such cases it not unfrequently happens that slight differences of
opinion occur as to whose right is best attested, whereupon
certain ‘“ operatic” courtesies, such as “ Get out, you wretch,”
* Avaunt!” ¢ Dry,” ¢ Scat,” are hurled back and forth, till at
length one or the other gets tired and quits, and then all goes on
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pleasantly again. In this way operators frequently become most
bitter enemies over the line, but are always ¢ Hail fellows well
met ” when they get together.

The length of single circuits varies, according to circumstances,
from one hundred to four hundred miles. But much greater
distances are frequently worked direct by means of repeaters,
instruments which perform the double office of adding an extra
battery to the line, and recording every thing that passes over the
line, the sounders acting on the wire like so many keys. Through
these Chicago and New York are in constant communication ;
and it is quite a regular thing for stock messages, timed in New
York at ten o’clock, to be received in Chicago at nine, an interval
of time corresponding very nearly to that of the true difference of
time between the two cities. Probably the longest circuit which
is worked direct with any thing like regularity is from Chicago to
Lake City, a distance of nearly eighteen hundred miles. Over
this distance I have had many a chat with the operator in Salt
Lake about Father Brigham and his interesting family.

Sometimes, for experiment, even longer combinations are
made, and I have listened to the salutations passed between San
Francisco and New York with unfeigned pleasure, as the Pacific
and Atlantic were thus brought face to face over more than three
thousand miles of wire. Combinations of lines are sometimes
made exceeding this distance for transmitting the press reports,
or the ¢ Latest by Telegraph” which appear in all our leading
papers. One evening when I was on duty, Buffalo called
“ Report,” a signal well understood by report operators. This
report is usually sent west by Buffalo, but on that night New
York was to send it direct. The lines were in fine working
order. Cleveland connected with the report wire east a wire to
Chicago via Detroit, one to Cincinnati, and another to Pitts-
burgh ; Pittsburgh in turn put on Wheeling, Va. ; Detroit attached
Adrian, and Cincinnati put on a wire to St. Louis v/e Indian-
apolis and Terre Haute, and another to Chicago via LaFayette ;
Indianapolis attached a wire to Louisville, Ky., and St. Louis one
to Nashville, Tenn. To the wire from Cleveland, Chicago joined
one to Milwaukee, and to another he added a wire to Omaha
and Salt Lake City. Milwaukee connected Madison, Wis.,
and another wire to LaCrosse and St. Paul; and Julesburg, on
the Pacific line, attached a wire to Denver and Central City.

The Man with Two Memories. 8y

When all was made ready, which took far less time than it has
taken me to tell it, New York began sending the report, which, in
no perceptible difference of time, passed through eleven different
States and three territories. About fifty operators were engaged in
taking it at the same time, though separated by hundreds of miles ;
and, by the aid of manifold paper, each took from one to six
copies, making nearly two hundred copies. These, published in
as many newspapers on the following day, would be read by
hundreds and thousands of people all over our land. This com-
bination probably extended over more wire than any ever worked
before or since, embracing as it did nearly five thousand miles, or
about one-fifth the circumference of the world.

The rapidity with which business is dispatched varies con-
siderably, according to the length of the circuit, the weather, and
the abilities of the operators. The average number of words sent
per minute, may 'perhaps be estimated at twenty-five, though
some operators have been able to send as many as fifty, but not
to sustain this rate. A person can get an idea of how great speed
this is, by attempting to write from dictation, and he who accom-
plishes thirty words a minute may be considered a rapid penman.
As in every other department so in telegraphing, there is constant
progress. New and valuable instruments are being invented, and
one by one are coming into notice and operation. The extension of
lines and the laying of cables form an era in the history, not only
of the science itself, but of the world, and are destined to produce
marked results in the prosperity and intercourse of foreign
nations, and the advancement of civilization. When science shall

>

succeed in overcoming the influence of rain and fog, as it has

done the influences of wind and wave, we may look for the ful-
fillment of Puck’s prophecy, and see the earth girdled in twenty
seconds.

THE MAN WITH TWO MEMORIES.

THE curious, though by no means unexampled case of George
Nickern, the German of New Orleans, who, after being all but
killed by a fall from a platform some months ago, and for many
weeks entirely deprived of the use of every sense as well as of
consciousness, has recovered his health completely and his powers
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of mind,— his memory excepted, which at present dates entirely
from the beginning of his recovery, and is a complete blank as to
all and every one,— persons, words, things,— his knowledge of
which had been acquired before the fall, can not but suggest the
question, what relation memory really has to the pcrsonui identity
of man. The lad to whom we have referred seems to have been
for a month at least in a complete detachment from the outer
world, without any power of sight, or hearing, or speech ; at the
end of seven weeks he had recovered these senses and could use
his tongue freely, but he retained no glimmer of recollection of
any word, either of his native German or of English, which he
had known before the accident, and his own mother and other
friends were to him entirely new acquaintances, whom he had to
learn to know afresh. He had to begin acquiring the language
of those around him as if he had been an infant, and his progress
was almost as slow. Stilly all his faculties seemed acute and
bright, and, dating from the origin of his new memory, he seemed
to retain impressions well. His case is not a unique one. It is
not impossible, if we may judge by some similar cases, that he
should suddenly recover some day the whole of his suddenly
extinguished stock of knowledge. There is an old case com-
monly cited in works on Psychology, of a student of Philadelphia
whose memory was suddenly annihilated by a fever. He began
painfully learning every thing afresh, and had got as far as the
Latin and just mastered the Latin grammar, when his whole stock
of knowledge returned as suddenly as it left him. Nay, it is even
quite posszble that this New Orleans lad might, if he had a fever,
or a fresh fall, or any new disturbance of the brain, recover his
old memory, and lose his new one, 7. e., recover the recollection
of all that he knew before the accident, and lose the memory of
all that he has acquired since. Cases are on record of this smtt of
alternating memory due to some fever, the first attack of which
modified seriously, we suppose, the condition of the nervous sys-
tem, and the second attack of which reinduced the old condition
of the brain, obliterating completely the later phase. It is quite
conceivable; then, that George Nickern may some day suddenly
recover the memory of the first twenty years of his life, and at the
same moment lose that of the interval between the end of his
twentieth year and the date at which this second solution of con-
tinuity might take place. These curious phenomena suggest very
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forcibly the question, what relation memory has to the personal
life of man. They force upon us the impression that, though
Plato’s notion of the pre-existence of the soul during one or per-
haps more than one all but utterly forgotten terms of life and
experience, the faint shadows of which sometimes flit obscurely
before the startled mind, may be, and probably is, a mere dream,
— yet there is, at least, no sort of impossibility, no sort of contra-
diction to the ascertained possibilities of life, in the conception.
George Nickern is a living example of a man who has pre-existed
for twenty years on this earth before his own memory can authen-
ticate for him any one act of his life. In his case we happen to
have plenty of witnesses of what he was and what he did, before
his new term of life began. * * * It is perfectly clear that
what has happened, in consequence of a special event in his case,
might have happened in the case of every man, supposing that
all our minds had had a previous existence, and that the embodi-
ment of them in our present organizations which becomes com-
plete at birth had a universal tendency to snap the chain of mem-
ory just as George Nickern’s memory has been snapped by his
fall. Of course this is quite unfounded hypothesis. But it is
at least a possible hypothesis. If one man can lead two lives
without any ray of recollection of his first life entering into his
second life, we may all do so, if there were any general cause
operating on all of us, at all similar to the special cause which
we see operating on him now. Nay,in some sense we do all
lead two lives, of one of which we have no record or memory,
and of the other of which we have,— the life of sleep and the life
of waking. * * * Well, if every body lives two lives, one
of which is usually bound together by a chain of more or less con-
tinuous memory and recollection, and one not,— and if now and
then we find an individual living two lives, both of which are
coherent in themselves, though they are, as regards memory,
mutually exclusive,— it seems quite certain that the personal self,
the “1I,” is something absolutely independent of memory, some-
thing which might become as independent of memory as Plato
suggested when he supposed that each individual soul was sub-
jected to a whole serées of lives, all of them separate wholes with-
out conscious reference to each other, yet all of them united by
some continuity of will and character which makes the discipline
of the one supplementary to the discipline of the other. Nay, it
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is even quite conceivable that the same mind should be leading
simultaneously different lives under different forms of Organizatioi
in a number of different worlds,— that I may, at the moment I
write, be, without knowing it as an inhabitant of this planet, liv-
ing a distinct life and career in Mars, and Jupiter, and Saturn, in
all of which lives there is a principle of identity, in spite of the
different conditions under which I live them. Nothing is more
certain than that in this life we are influenced by perceptions and
sensations, and even, odd as it sounds, by Zdeas of which we are
not conscious. * * * And so,too, it is certain that there are,
so to say, subterranean connections between the links of many
chains of association, which carry on our mind from one term of
conscious thought to another, without resting even for an instant
on the intermediate link which really binds the two together, and
without giving us even the chance of remembering what it was.
And if this be so,—as it certainly is,— there is certainly nothing
inconceivable in the notion that each of us may be living two ot;
three simultaneous lives, under different conditions in different
worlds,— though, of course, there is not the smallest reason to
suppose that it is so.

We have put these somewhat paradoxical hypotheses only to
give still more definiteness to our view, that none of them would
touch in the least,— nay, that all of them assume and presuppose,
— a real personal identity, uniting the dissevered and fragmentary
lives, which we have shown or assumed to be broken into two or
more parts either by some failure of memory in time, or by some
change of it into parallel and uncommunicating planes. George
Nickern has already had two lives, two distinct reaches of Cobll-
sciousness, utterly exclusive of each other. In what sense, then
is he still the same man that he was before the accident? \Ve’
should say in this,— that, though no obligation incurred, no affec-
tion' formed, no hope indulged, no fear entertained, before his
accident, remains to him now in the form of conscious experience
yet his character is doubtless still that which his previous lifc,
togeth?r with his recent sufferings and new experience, have’
made lt,—. that even the obliterated experience, though it does not
act consciously upon him, acts upon him unconsciously through
the character it helped to form—that what he now is, as a mo:nl
being, depends in all probability much more upon his own acts
during the first twenty years of his life, of which he can recollect
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nothing, than on the few acts of his second infancy which have
accumulated only during two or three months. His second
infancy is not, and can not be, in any way like his first. The
store of experience by which he was guided before the accident
is gone, but the character trained by that experience remains ;
and you might as well say that a blossom is independent of the
stages of seed, root, stalk, and leaf, because it has no memory or
record of them, as that George Nickern is so because he has lost
the memory of them.—ZFrom The Spectator.

SPECTRAL ANALYSIS.—NO. IL

I our last article upon Spectral Analysis we confined ourselves
to the general theory of the science, and its uses in determining
the constitution of the various parts of the Universe. There is,
however, another important branch of the subject which has
lately been developed, and an explanation of the theory of this
branch together with its workings, as illustrated by observations
upon the star Sirius, will form the subject of this article.

Before, we considered only the visible part of the spectrum.
The full and true spectrum, however, extends beyond the visible
one in both directions, the greatest heat being found beyond the
red end, while the greatest chemical power is found beyond the
violet end of a spectrum. Just as there are sounds too acute or too
grave for the ear to appreciate them, so there are forms of light
which are imperceptible to the eye, and these make up that part
of the spectrum where the light can not be seen, but where it is
known to exist by its effects. Light travels with a velocity of
180,000 miles per second in a series of waves of extreme minute-
ness. These waves, however, are not all of the same length, but
each color of light is produced by waves of a particular length.
The average length of these waves has been proved to be about
the fifty-thousandth part of an inch, but those producing red light
are so long as the forty-thousandth part of an inch, while those
which produce violet light are so short as the sixty-thousandth
part of an inch. It is not to be supposed that there are sudden

limits to the length of light waves, but simply that these are the
limits for the length of those waves that are visible to the eye.
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: Not only are the dark lines in the solar spectrum always found
in exactly the same position, but whenever any of these lines are
found in the spectra of other bodies, they always assume the same
posit.ion in those spectra that they held in the solar spectrum.
For instance, the dark lines in the solar spectrum, which corre-
spond to the bright lines of the spectrum of the vapor of iron
always occur in every spectrum, in which they are to be seen a;
all, in precisely the same place as they appear in the solar
spectrum. Spectra differ from one another, then, in having some
different dark lines, and in having different numbers of th(:e but
not in having the same lines in diferent positions. If, thcn’ we
find a spectrum shifted bodily, and thus that the dark lines do’not
appear in precisely the same position which they occupy in the
?‘.olar spectrum, we must conclude that the cause is to l;c found
in some peculiarity of the object thus examined. The spectrum
of the star Sirius is found to be thus shifted. Let us search for
th‘c cz.msc of‘tlns phcnom.enon. It is evident that, if waves of light
are given ofl b.y any stationary body at regular intervals of time,
tbcsc waves will also reach us with the same regular interval of
time bctwccn.thcm; but if the body giving them off moves
towards us w‘lth a velocity bearing an appreciable proportion to
the‘ velocity of the waves of light, and these waves are still given
off at the same regular intervals, the interval between them when
they reach us will not be the same as in the first case, but must
be shorter; just as, if two railroad trains were to start from the
same station, the one ten minutes later than the other and both
run at the same rate, they must arrive at their destination still
ten minutes apart; but if, ten minutes after the first one had
started, the second were to start from a station nearer the desti-
nation, the distance in time between them must be less than ;cn
minutes. So, too, if the body moves JSrom us, the interval
%)ctw‘ccn the light-waves must be longer in proportion. Bearing
in mind, now, that the waves of different lengths produce different
colors, let us consider the effect produced l)y the motion of a star
to or from us, upon its light, and thus upon its spectrum. 11;
order t,cr;‘be particular let us consider the effect upon the red light
only. The waves of red light are one forty-thousandth of an i::ch
long. If now the star Sirius is moving towards us, its waves of
tru? red light should come oftener and so be shorter, and thus
their color would be changed, and they be moved towards the
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violet end of the spectrum together with their accompanying
dark lines. If, on the other hand, Sirius is moving away from
us, the waves of red light must come less frequently, and so be
longer, and the color with its dark lines will be moved towards
the red end of the spectrum.

Mr. Huggins has found, by direct comparison, that the con-
spicuous dark line of the solar spectrum, known as F, which is
the line of hydrogen light, is removed in the spectrum of Sirius
about one two hundred and fiftieth part of an inch from its true
position. The displacement is towards the red end, which shows
that Sirius is moving away from us.

The displacement having been carefully measured, enables us
to calculate the amount of this motion. The observed alteration
is found to indicate a recession of 41.4 miles per second. At the
time of the observation, however, the earth, in her motion around
the sun, was receding from Sirius at the rate of about twelve
miles per second. Besides this, the sun, with his planets, is
moving through space at the rate of 150,000,000 of miles per
year in a direction almost exactly opposite to Sirius. - Deducting
these movements, we leave for the true recessive motion of Sirius
about #80,000,000 of miles per year. This is simply the motion
of the star away from us. But it has also a transverse motion of
450,000,000 of miles per year. Combining this motion with the

star’s motion of recession, we deduce an actual velocity through
space of upwards of one thousand millions of miles pez. year, or
about thirty-three miles per second.

The discovery that the brightest star in the heavens is speeding
through space at such an enormous rate, is of great intergst.
But this discovery is far more interesting on account of what it
promises to do, than on account of what it has already done. If
by it we can determine the motion of recession or approach of
all stars visible to the naked eye, we shall have a fund of knowl-
edge from which many important facts respecting the stellar
system can be deduced. Up to the time of this discovery the
absolute motion of no star had been known, but the apparent, or
transverse motion of several had been calculated. Yet, from
the consideration of the imperfect information afforded by the
stars’ apparent motions, astronomers have been able to deduce
the fact that the sun is traveling through space at a rate of no
less than 150,000,000 of miles per annum. If the method, which
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Mr. Huggins has begun to apply, should be extended to all or
even to many of the fixed stars, we may hope to see many
important conclusions deduced. For we shall be able to know
more about the motion of the stars towards or from us, than we
have ever been able to learn about their transverse motion, and
the former is quite as important as the latter, while from a
knowledge of the acfual motion of the stars, many satisfactory
results may be reached. There seems to be a promise, then, that
some day something may be learned respecting the movements
of the sidereal system.

LOCAL.

WE understand that Henry Gardner, of the class of ’68. is
studying law at Cambridge. ;

O~ the 17th of February, the students were favored with a
lecture by Prof. Newbury, upon the subject: ¢ America one
thousand years ago.” Also, upon the 1st of March, Dr. Da
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Silva, 1 Grecian by birth, and a surgeon in Maximilian’s army
in Mexico, lectured before the students upon the subject: ¢ Mex-
ico, and what I saw there.” Both these lectures were interesting

& ~ . b’
and had many fine points.

By request of the students, the regular exercises of the College
were suspended on the 22nd of February, and the day was
devoted to such Zntellectual and patriotic exercises as eating
pop-corn, reading the newspapers, playing chess, calling oﬁ
young ladies, eating peanuts, writing to sisters, (?) ctc.bctc
But by far the most laborious part of the day’s work was rcs,crvui
till evening, when all were summoned to the dining hall, and
expected to dispose of oysters, cake, apples, nuts, etc., in indefi-
nite quantities. After the ability of all had been thorouwhly
tccsta.‘(l in'thut direction, the remainder of the evening was s;cnt
in listening to songs, responses to toasts, and a general inter-
change of wit and repartee between professors and students.
A very touching song, beginning,

“My oyster, ’tis of thee,
Sweet extract of the sea,
Of thee I sing,”
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was sung to the tune “America.” Mr. Nead responded in a
humorous strain, to the toast, * The American Eagle,” giving a
remarkably fine illustration of the spread-eagle style of oratory.
“ Gas” was dispensed by Mr. Snowdon. After speaking of the
different kinds of gas, and their uses, and making some very
happy hits at some of the professors for dealing so extensively
in a certain kind of that article, he closed by saying that it was
time for Aim ‘“to turn off the gas.” ¢ Milk for babes, strong
meat for men,” is the saying. If the others had given us milk,
Mr. Barker furnished the strong meat for the feast. In response
“To the incoming Administration,” he presented a vivid picture
of the faults of the present administration, and the glorious
prospects for the future. The portion assigned to Dr. Burroughs
was the ¢ North Wing.” The students opened their eyes wide
with astonishment when he told them that the ¢ North Wing”
was designed for ladies as well as gentlemen, but closed them
tighter than ever when he informed them that its location is about
one hundred and fifty miles north of here. He then spoke of the
North Wing of this building, and gave encouragement that it
would be erected the coming summer. He closed by expressing
himself highly pleased with the exercises of the evening, and
suggesting the probability that the 22nd of February would
hereafter be one of the regular holidays of the institution.

AccorpiNG to the usual College custom the last Thursday in
February was observed by the University as a day of prayer.
Prayer-meetings were held by the students at nine o’clock in the
morning, and at four in the afternoon. A very excellent sermon
was delivered in the chapel by Rev. Arthur C. Mitchell, of the
First Presbyterian Church, at eleven o’clock. All of the services
of the day were well attended by the students, and we hope great
good may result from them. During the present week (the first
of March) daily prayer-meetings are holding.

WE have already received the following exchanges, and hope
soon to have a much larger list:

The College Courier, College Standard, Qui Vive, Lawrence
< g il R T ; } ; :
Collegian, Targum, Monitor, University Magazine, University
Chronicle, College Days, Oread, Madisonensis, University Re-
porter, Plymouth Pulpit, Western Monthly, Atlantic Monthly,
Seminary Magazine, American Agiculturist, Scientific American,
and Nation.




COLLEGE ITEMS.

Tu Munich chemist, Liebig, says he has had seven calls to
American universities in the last ten years, and has been strongly
tempted by two of them to come over.

THERE are said to be five hundred American students attending
German universities and institutions of learning.

Tus first examination for the admission of ladies to Cambridge
University, England, is to take place on the fifth of next July.

Tue acquirements of the graduates of the Scotch universities
are much higher than in this country. Indeed it is said that it
would be a difficult matter for our professors to graduate at Glas-
gow. There is more Latin and Greek with us, but more Natural
Science and Philosophy with the Scotch. Their endowment

There

are prizes which entitle the person who wins them to $600 or

system does much toward stimulating scholastic effort.
$700 per annum in gold for ten years. It is nothing uncommon
for a competitor for these prizes to spend a whole year in his
For 400
years has this institution been doing work for the world, and its

preparation, for it pays well in the end if he succeeds.

list of officers has had a world-wide fame from the beginning. It
matriculated 1,275 students last year. Its present number of pro-
fessors is thirty-one. One million five hundred thousand dollars
have been subscribed to build another University in Glasgow
which is now in the course of erection, and which, when com-

pleted, will be the finest edifice in the world.

MapisoN University, Hamilton, N. Y., is to have an ornitho-
logical collection ; 500 species and 1,500 specimens of European
birds will be shipped this winter.

ErLrvEN per cent. of the undergraduates of Hamilton College
are sons of former students; twenty per cent. of the whole num-
ber are from Oneida county, and twenty»thrce per cent. are
candidates for the Christian ministry.

PrinceToN Theological Sepinary has been presented with the
library of Rev. John M. Krebs, D.D., late of New York.

CorneLL UNIVERsITY is worth at least $3,000,000.
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and Zwingle appeared as popular reformers. It was the mission
of Luther to combat the Jewish element in the Romish Church.
His purpose was not to overthrow the Church but to reform it.
So far as Catholicism was not directly opposed to the doctrines of
the Bible he sustained it, for his love for the Church was strong
and abiding. But he felt that the sale of indulgences was

contrary to the whole tenor of scripture truth, and he opposed it

with all the energy he possessed. Taking  justification by faith”
for his motto, he advanced against the hosts of error which rose

At about the same time that Luther began his

work in Germany, a work in some respects more thorough was

begun in Switzerland by Zwingle. While the mighty revolution
Vol. I.—No. 4. I

up before him.
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ZWINGLE AND LUTHER.

Curistian Catholicism, born_in the midst of Jewish Phari-
saism and Greek Paganism, felt the influence of both, and was
transformed into Roman Catholicism. The Jewish element
prevailed in that part of christian doctrine relating to man, and
in this way the idea of salvation by works was introduced. The
Pagan element appeared in that which pertained to God, and by
it false ideas of the Deity were inculcated, and reverence for
symbols and images was awakened. Already had the cry for
reformation resounded through Europe and been twice dis-
regarded at the councils of Constance and Basle, when Luther
and Zwingle appeared as popular reformers. It was the mission
of Luther to combat the Jewish element in the Romish Church.
His purpose was not to overthrow the Church but to reform it.
So far as Catholicism was not directly opposed to the doctrines of
the Bible he sustained it, for his love for the Church was strong
and abiding. 3ut he felt that the sale of indulgences was
contrary to the whole tenor of scripture truth, and he opposed it
with all the energy he possessed. Taking ¢ justification by faith”
for his motto, he advanced against the hosts of error which rose
up before him. At about the same time that Luther began his
work in Germany, a work in some respects more thorough was
begun in Switzerland by Zwingle. While the mighty revolution
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fall. They were both naturally violent and hasty in disposition,
but sincere piety moderated to a certain degree the passions of
each. Each was ardently attached to his own convictions of right
and was firm and unyielding in his maintenance of them. So
far as justification by faith was concerned they were agreed. The
main question at issue was in regard to the Eucharist. Zwingle
had but little respect for the opinions of men who had preceded
him, and studied the Word for himself. He overleaped all
ecclesiastical distinctions and church barriers, and returned
directly to the teachings of the Apostles. At this point the paths
of the two great reformers begin to diverge. ~When the Swiss
reformer could find nothing in the simple worship of the Apos-
tolic age to warrant the costly displays and numerous forms and
ceremonies of the Romish Church, he immediately renounced
them. He believed not only in justification by faith, but in
simplicity of worship, and sanctification of life.. He believed
that the Christian, in the right use of the Sacrament as repre-
senting the body and blood of the Lord, would be drawn nearer
to God, and in that way become more pure in life, while, by
thinking that he literally met Christ in the Sacrament, he would
become less desirous for a union of heart by faith. Whatever
may have been said to the contrary then, it was a profoundly
religious view that led Zwingle to the adoption of his peculiar
doctrines. Luther had always believed the bread and wine to be
some thing more than mere symbols, and the many excesses of
those who considered the elements used in the Eucharist as signs
only of something spiritual, strengthened him in his faith, and
henceforth he attached a higher significance to them. According
to his teachings, Christ had determined to give believers a full
assurance of their salvation, and, for the purpose of sealing his
promise most effectually, he added his real body to the bread and
Wwine. “Just as iron and fire,” said Luther, ** which are never-
theless distinct substances, are confounded together in a heated
mass of iron so that in each of its parts there is at once iron and

=4

fire ; in like manner, and with much greater reason, the glorified
body of Christ is found in all parts of the bread.” But the strife

between these two great men was not carried so far as to inflict
Permanent injury upon the cause of truth. On the contrary, time
has proved their opposition to be an element of growth in the
true faith. Had Luther alone been engaged in the work of Refor-
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mation the final result would have been far too limited. The
Reform would have stopped long before its appointed task was
accomplished. If Zwingle had met with no check to his ideas of
radical reform the change from the old to the new system would
have been too sudden. The Reformation would have been
isolated from previous ages. But these two great principles of
zeal and moderation, developing side by side, and exercising a
reciprocal influence upon each other, caused the noble tree of
reform to grow into grand and magnificent proportions, and its
fruits still continue to invigorate mankind.

Having thus attempted to show that these two great reformers
deserve equal praise, that their opposition to each other was not
so much the result of radical differences in doctrine as of the
circumstances by which they were surrounded, and that even
their disagreement was a benefit to the world, we will close this
article by picturing a scene in the life of each. The first is a
scene in Zwingle’s life. It is a time of the greatest danger to
\the Reformation in Switzerland. Three deputies from the Bishop
of Constance arrive in Zurich. A messenger in great haste calls
upon Zwingle, saying, ¢ Officers from the bishop have arrived;
a great blow is preparing; all the partisans of ancient customs
are in motion. A notary has called a meeting of all the priests
at an early hour to-morrow morning in the hall of the Chapter.”
The clergy meet, and the coadjutor of the bishop delivers a speech,
full of violence and pride. The champion of the Reformation
rises and makes an address which gains him a complete victory
over his opposers. Then the deputies, defeated before the clergy,
carry their complaints before the magistrates. Zwingle is not
present to oppose them and their cause is victorious. The result
now appears decisive. The Gospel and its defenders are on the

point of being condemned without a hearing. Religious freedom

is about to be stifled in the cradle. The only possible means of
escape is to appeal to the Great Council. The partisans of the
Papacy are Going their utmost to exclude Zwingle, who, on the
other hand, is striving to gain admission. All his efforts are
unsuccessful.  To use his own expression, he has knocked at
every door, and left not a stone unturned, but all in vain. ¢ The
thing is impossible,” said the burgomasters, “the Council has
decreed the contrary.” In utter despair of help from man he

now goes to his closet to plead his case with God. His deep
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sighs and groans can be heard as he beseeches the Father to
preserve His own work in the world for the sake of his Son
Jesus Christ. But hark! His groanings have ceased, and the
subdued tones that reach our ears tell us that faith has triumphed,
that Zwingle has been led to see that though the present may look
dark, yet the future is bright, for the right shall eventually
succeed.

Luther has been summoned before the Diet at Worms. He
must announce whether he will retract all of his previous teach-
ings, or remain firm to his belief. Language can feebly express
the tumult of his soul. He thinks of the mighty throng he is
about to address, and his natural bashfulness nearly overpowers
him. He thinks of the principles of right depending upon him,
as it were, for their very existence, and a sense of his responsi-
bility overwhelms him. Then it is that he finds relief in prayer,
and from the depths of his agonized soul ascend broken petitions
for strength equal to his day. *God Eternal! how terrible is the
world ! and how defective is my confidence in thee! O God!
assist me against all the wisdom of the world! Thou must do it,
for it is not my work but thine. O Lord! be my help! I trust
not in any man. Thou hast chosen me for this work. Act then,
O God! stand by my side for the sake of thy well beloved Son
Jesus Christ. * * * I am ready to give up my life for thy
truth. And though the world should be filled with devils, though
my body should bite the dust, be racked on the wheel, cut in
pieces, ground to powder, my soul is thine. Yes, thy word is my
pledge. God help me! Amen.” ¢ This prayer,” said D’ Aubigne,
“explains | Luther and the Reformation.” The time of his
appearancedraws near. He stands before the open Bible lying
upon the table, puts his left hand upon it, and lifting his right
toward heaven, swears ‘“ to remain faithful to the Gospel, and to
confess his faith freely, should he even seal his confession with his
blood.” Then he sits down and calmly awaits the time for him to
make his reply.




SATURDAY NIGHT.

SATURDAY night! Perhaps no other two words fall so sweetly
upon the ears of the student as.these. Robbie Burns in

’

ch0 days of “Auld lang syne” sang touchingly of the ¢ Cotter’s
Saturday night,” but where is the poet who has immortalized the
closing evening of the school-boy’s week?

To-night the atmosphere out-doors assures us it is a cold
world ; but what matters it how hard the wind blows or the snow
drives, when I am domiciled in my upper room of the University
with few to molest and none to make afraid. I'm glad ¢ another
six days’ work is done,” and as I put on my stukdy gown * all
tattered and torn,” replace my boots with a pair of old slippers,
and draw my easy chair to the fire, I mentally exclaim ¢ No
more work for me to-night !”

Some folks think a fellow ought always to work— work —
work. I don’t. I have seen horses kept in the harness day by
day at a slow plodding pace, and which could not be got into even a
quicker trot without a free use of the whip, but, when turned loose
in a pasture, they run, kick up their heels, and act altogether co/¢Zs/.
So too, I like to get out of the traces and * make me boy again,”
if only just for to-night. What matters it if some ovél'ly staid
persons say it is foolish, childish? Who wants to get too big or
too old to play the boy at certain times? ./ don’t. Pu;ture
seasons certainly should not last all the year, yet I am sure that
a six months steady pull with no turning out to grass is entirely
too long. I, therefore, have no compunctions of conscience against
whiling away this evening by smoking my pipe charged wikth the

best Kinnikinic. He’s to be pitied who can’t enjoy a good

meerschaum and quaffing a mug of beer.
) % N S Lok ot :

But the lamp grows dim, the wood in my stove has burned to
ashes, and I long for the loving embrace of Somnus. I wonder
why sleep was made a God rather than a Goddess? T suspect it
must be because ladies are so much greater sleepers than men.

Gracefully the fragrant smoke in airy clouds floats around my
head and dissappears. How like the boyish hopes, beautiful to
look upon, yet lasting only for a moment. Then, too, what a
story of domestic life does my mug of beer illustrate. A great

)
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deal of fuss, effervescence and visible nothingness on the top,
while beneath there is such a mixture of the bitter and the sweet
that many, how many ! are found willing, even desirous to par-
take and run the risk of the doubtful consequences.

Good night! Let us ever prize our Saturday night, for soon
they will be ended and the Saturday night of death come. May
we all cheerfully welcome it, and be ready to cease from our
labors and enter upon the * rest that remaineth.”

A REVERIE CONCERNING BOOKS AND AUTHORS.

As I was meditating some time ago upon the injustice to
authors of true genius, and upon how seldom writers who deal
only with simplicity and truth meet with present reward, while
daily honors are lavished upon those from whom eminates only
sensational literature, I fell into the following reverie. I thought
I was traveling some where in an old well-worn coach with only
two fellow-travelers, each a contrast to the other. I soon found
out my companions by their conversation to be ¢ Bombast” and
« Simplicity.” Each seemed absorbed in some work of popular
literature, and each seemed unmindful of the other and indifferent
towards him. Bombast with an important air would ejaculate
some parts of the book he held, exclaiming, ¢ grand, glorious, did
any one ever write as this one, can this be equaled.” Bombast
had certainly a fine appearance, and a grand bearing and style
which could not fail to attract at first. Simplicity was modest,
retiring, but was certain to win for himself the affection of those
a short time with him. He had a quiet, truthful way, which soon
secured my confidence, and awakened in me the warmest admir-
ation. While Bombast attracted my attention by his fantastic
conversation, Simplicity won my heart by his earnest, artless talk.
I noticed in the great-coat pocket of Bombast a volume of Tupper,
and a quantity of the popular literature of to-day. He had also
many of our late novels and romances, which he told me he espe-
cially enjoyed, accordant as they were with his taste and style.
The book which he held in his hand, and to which he told me of all
books he was most partial, was * Young’s Night Thoughts.” He
had also with him a copy of * Young’s Love of Fame,” which of
all the works of standard authors he considered second only in
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