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COURSES OF LECTURES.

pursued in Colleges, systematic
Mental and Moral Philoso-
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In addition to the regular recitations, such as are usually
Courses of Lectures are dellvered upon the following subjects :
hy, Geology, Astronomy, Natural History, Anatomy and Physiology,
Jistory and Literature, Art, English Literature, Rhetoric and Public Spr

ASTRONOMICAL DEPARTMENT,

The Astronomical department of the University is the Dearborn Observatory, which con-
tains the largest Telescope (with one exception) in this country, a magnificent Meridian
Circle, (by Repsold & Son,) a Howard Clock, and a Bond Chronometer.

The work 18 done chiefly in co-operation with the best European Astronomical Societies,
and the Bureau of the Board of Engineers of the United States. The objects of the study are |
to become familiar with the Topography of the Heavens, to make direct researches in the
Science and co-operate in the nppiicm,lon of Astronomy to Geography, &c. This Observa- |
tory (the tower of which cost $30,000) is joined to the University Building, and accessible to |
the students ; thus affording them the best opportunity to become familiar with practical |
Astronomy. |
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in any of the classes, at their own eleclion; subject, however,
Faculty.
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PREPARATORY DEPARTMENT.

Connected with the University is a Preparatory Department, in which the
the University have charge of the instruction in the studies pelonging to thei
ments. The studies have been arranged in a course of three years for cle s
years f students.

The success of this Department under the present management warrants the Trustees in
calling special attention to the opportunities afforded to young men for acquiring a practi-
cal English education, as well as a thorough preparation for our hest Colleges.

MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND ART.

The Museum is contained in a large and well lighted front room, on_the second floor of the

ysite the Society Hall. The SEVERAL DEPARTMENTS OF (GEOLOGY,

TOMOLOGY, HUMAN aTomy and PHYSI0L0GY, as well as the

asses of Inverte 8, a8 STAR FISHES, EOHINODERMS, WORMS and CORALS, are well

represented by specimens, judiciously selected and arr d for teach ing purposes.

The NUMISMATIO COLLECTION, containing 3500 ancient col an interesting and useful ac
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THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY.

This LIBRARY, including the great library of the late Dr. Hengstenberg of Germaay, now
(imhr:lccs over fifteen thousand volumes, contained in one room, and accessible to the stu-
dents.

LOCATION.

The location of the University is in the best residence section of the city, near the inter-
section of 34th Street and Cottage Grove Avenue. The te was given by the late Senator
Douglas, and is universally admired for its beauty and healthfulness.

TERMS AND VACATIONS.
The year is divided into three terms and three vacations. The first term consists of fifteen

weeks, the second and third, of twelve weeks each. The Christmas vacation is two weeks
the Spring vacation one week, and the Summer vacation ten weeks.
DEGREES.

The degree of Bachelor of Arts is conferred upon all students who have completed the
prescribed Classical Course of study, and passed a satisfactory examination therein. The
degree of Bachelor of Science upon all who have com pleted the Scientific Course, and passed
a similar examination.
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A casket close and strong and warm
The rosebud’s heart doth cherish,

Yet its petals break their walls of green
And blossom forth to perish.

It draws not close its blushing breast,
Though storm or heat or frost

Will blight it on the branch that bore,
And its fair young life be lost.

But if it yield not its sweet heart
To summer’s gentle wooing,

We know full well the hidden worm
Hath wrought that heart’s undoing.

So ’tis designed that human hearts
Should open free and fearless,

And warm toward all of human kind,
Of scoff or rudeness careless.

And when we find the haughty heart
Reserve and scorn revealing,

We see the trail of loathsome worm
All charm and sweetness stealing.

THE PREPARATORY DEPARTMENT.
BY PROF. JAMES R. BOISE, PH. D.

An article appeared in THE VOLANTE a few years ago
presenting some reasons for the discontinuance of our
preparatory department; or, at least, for its complete
separation from the collegiate department of the Univer-
sity. We do not now recollect the points which were
made in the former article; and, consequently, shall
make no attempt to reconsider or refute them, but sim-
ply to show that the arguments are not all on one side.

A large number of the Western Colleges have, con-
nected with them in very intimate relations, preparatory
schools. These schools were at first a necessity. The
colleges would have had no pupils without them; unless,
indeed, the classical scholarship of the colleges had been
lowered to a level with that of preparatory schools; that
is, unless the colleges had admitted students to the Fresh-
man Class without a knowledge of Latin and Greek.
There were no academies like those of New England,
and few high schools or lecture schools where a knowl-
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edge of the ancient languages, sufficient to enter a re-
spectable college, could be acquired. Thus, the colleges
and universities, without their preparatory schools, would
have been generally imposing piles of stone or brick
crowned with a heavy mortgage. This state of things
which existed twenty years ago has not materially
changed. The preparatory department, to most col-
leges in the West, is still a necessity. Our own Univer-
sity forms no exceptiop to this rule. We should have

no college classes without the preparatory classes.

Is, then, this state of things to be deplored ? Is it an
evil which we must seek gradually to correct? Is the
old idea of “the American college,” as we find it em-
bodied further East, the wisest and best form of educa-
tional institution for us at the West ?  Isit better for our
youth to spend two, three or four years scattered in
academies and high schools with the most diverse and
indifferent instruction, often with instruction which is ac-
tually far worse than none at all; and then with these
heterogeneous habits and methods to be gathered to-
gether for another period of four years under quite differ-
ent influences, and under a totally different class of teach-
ers whose main task for one year at least is to undo what
has already been done; to correct false opinions and un-
philosophical methods and ruinous habits of study? Isthis
plan, which has grown up at the East, a wise one? Does
not the very conception of it show its absurdity ? and
must not every wise educator long for something bet-
ter? We think there can be but one fair answer to this
question. To reproduce at the West the narrow,
cramped, unsatisfactory college system of the East—a
system which has always been unsatisfactory to the
wisest educators of New England—would be to trans-
port the old sickle and other hand-implements of the
New England hills to the prairies of Illinois.

The educational system ot the older States lacks con-
tinuity, consistency, homogeneousness. . We yield to no
one in respect for Yale and Brown and "Harvard and
Amherst, and many other colleges and universities at
the East whose curriculum is limited tofthe charmed
traditional period of four years, into which all human
knowledge is condensed. They have, all things consid-
ered, done their work well. Better work in some depart-
ments at least, we venture to say, is not done in any land
which we have ever visited. All honor to_our older col-
leges ! But they have been cramped in their field of
operations. They have always attempted, and they still
from sheer necessity attempt to do in four ycars the work
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of six or eight years. They have consequently failed to
reach the mark at which they have aimed. The liberal
education of this country, taking it as a whole, has never
been highly respected in Europe; and has always been
far from satisfactory to our own wisest educators. For
this there are two prominent and very palpable reasons.
The first is, that our course of classical study, which is
generally recognized as the foundation of a liberal edu-
cation, is considerably shorter than in the Old World;
the second is, that this short course is practically cut in
two; and the first half of it is often of very little value.
Two objects, then, are to be continually kept in view;
except by those wiscacres who believe we have already
reached perfection. One object is the gradual extension
of our course in classical training until it shall equal in
length the best courses in Europe. This cannot be done,
and we do not wish it to be dope by crowding out or
cramping any of the leading studies in our present col-
legiate course. The extension, we hold, must be in the
preparatory school. This is quite possible, and is actu-
ally taking place in all the best preparatory schools in
the country.®* The other object, and the one which
bears directly on the subject of this article, is the im-
provement of our preparatory coursc, making it in the
strictest sense a course of preparation for the college
studies, and giving the whole such a unity and consist-
ency that no precious time shall be wasted or worse than
wasted; making every lesson, from the beginning to the
end, tell on the one object. This can be best accom-
plished when the entire course is shaped and controlled
by one Faculty. The more, therefore, we have observed
the American systems, the more we have studied the
workings of our own preparatory course, SO much the
more highly do we value the arrangement which neces-
sity dictated at the beginning in our own University. It
was our intention to institute a comparison between our
present arrangement and a German gymnasium—the
c entral machine in a German education—but our space
forbids this comparison now.

We conclude by restating, more distinctly, two points:
First, the preparatory department in the Western col-
leges was at first, and is still, a necessity. The colleges
cannot live, and maintain any rank, without them.

Secondly, the union of the preparatory and collegiate
departments constitutes a symmetrical whole; which re-
sembles, in its essential characteristics, a German Gym-
nasium—the most perfect educational machine now in
existence—and which will ere long place the colleges of
the West in advance of those of the East.

*],et any one compare the requirements in the ancient languages and the mathematics
for admission to the best colleges now with the requirements of twenty five years ago ; and,
if he has not paid attention to the point before, he will be greatly surprised at the change,
Within that period, the requirements for admission in many of the colleges have been nearly
doubled. Since Dr, Robinson become President of Brown University—only a few years—
the standard for admission in Latin, Greek and Mathematics there has been so far raised as
to require an additional year in the preparatory schools. The same tendency to increase
he amount of Latin, Greek and Mathematics required for admission, is seen in all the best

olleges; the opposite tendency in those which are sinking and whick deserve to sink.

A JUNIOR'S SEARCH AFTER NATURE.

I was a Junior! An examination in Sophomore mathe-
matics still to be passed was the only outlet by which
could escape the effervescence of the seething thought
that I had finished half my college course. Henceforth
I was, like Pip, to have great expectations, and to form
a factor in that curious problem which is solved on the
political slate of the college. But combined with this
triumphant idea was a deep regret over my loss during
the past years of all practical love for Nature. Nor could
I claim that it was a loss, for through the earlier years of
my course I had systematically endeavored to repress that
natural enjoyment so inherent in children of acute ob-
servation, and to make myself as little dependent on cir-
cumstances as possible, earnestly coveting that stage of
development when

“Mhe mind in its own place and of itself
Can make a hell of heaven, a heaven of hell.”

Most people see the time in life when they wish tolive
more in their own minds than in the outer world. How-
ever beneficial such a power may be, its habit is perni-
cious. It seems the tendency of the clasics to promote
such a habit and engender an abnormal habit of think-
ing anything but encyclopediac in variety. In connec-
tion with metaphysics they preoccupy us wholly with sen-
timents relating to mind, and our ideas of the external
world become so crystalized that even Olmstead cannot
raise up living beings from these stones. Our admiration
of the ocean becomes reduced to an index comprising
« much resounding ” and ““ barren.” Our conceptions of
mountains are measured by Helicon and the *“many-
ridged Olympus.” In fact we soon grow to admire na-
ture by proxy, and much prefer to contemplate Word-
worth’s ideal landscapes in our rooms to viewing the
originals in nature. Nothing is more vexing than to dis-
cover on some fine morning our utter incapacity to be
affected by Nature’s charms; to feel that consciousness
of sensible objects has been blunted by too searching
analysis of consciousness. One feels much the same as
a Sophomore who knows he should get his lesson, but
feels the requisite effort impossible, and finds momentary
refuge in riding. For the last resort in both casesis to
appeal to some one who has done the work. The
Sophomore flies to Bohn, and the Junior to the romantic
poets; only this thinking by substitute becomes a second
nature. The tendency to think in quotations becomes
excessive. The sunlight reminds us of choruses in
Greek tragedy even before we can enjoy it, and dimly
remembered passages of Snell gallop into the mind like
a troop ot dragoons when one attempts to contemplate
the sunlight as sunlight, and not in its relation to Apollo.

I was a Junior! My ardor cooled when I remembered
that my services had not been solicited for the compila-
tion of the new Am. Cy., and I began to turn inward
my too-well instructed retrospective gaze. What I

found there resembled the assets of a bankrupt insur-
ance company, some ink and plenty of badly soiled
blank paper. Beside several stereotyped methods of
thought and several general principles which served as
pigeon-holes for classifying my facts, there was nothing
but several sheets of unsized paper blacked from having
absorbed voluminous quotations.

When once aware of my condition, the course naturally
suggested was to read Dick’s Starry Heavens, Winchell’s
Sketch of Creation, and such other interesting and in-
structive works as press upon the dullest mind the won-
ders and beauty of the Universe, and tend to abstract
the care of the soul from all its operations except vivid
pictures. Such books convince one that his value in the
unwrought Algebra of infinity is zero, and discourages the
casting of daily morsels of metaphysical pabulum to the
voracious Chronos of self, that devours its own children
and a sfone sometimes by mistake. But all the enthu-
siasm that these works produced seemed like warmed-
over affection, and I determined to meet Nature face to
face and know her.

I chose a place marked on geological charts with a
profuse spattering of ink to indicate that ferns and frogs
once flourished in the locality. My station was ina deep
ravine whose almost perpendicular pine-capped walls
were hung with all the paraphernalia of a mid-summer’s
saturnalian revel. Vines had stolen a place over every-
thing, and in the pools of water aquatic plants and
grasses seemed to rival the encroaching audacity of their
land relations. The very sunlight seemed to have passed
through some invisible crystal by which it was shorn of
its heat rays, and shone with that melancholy tint that
constitutes the charm of twilight. Surely here was the
place to escape from the ever-running thoughts of human
life, and to divest oneself of the webs of ideas that unnat-
ural development has woven about him. While thinking
of this the line of Horace began to slyly enter by a side-
door:

“Quis exsul patriae se quoque fugit;”
but I stifled the intruder on the threshold and fastened
my eyes on the opposite cliff. By way of an appetizer
for the impending revel I began to quote:
“ What splendid walls

And what a gorgeous roof carved by the hand
Of glorious Nature.”

That revel never came. A sense of delicious coolness
came over me as I lay extended on a triangular piece of
turf, and the nestling of the leaves overhead called up a
line of Horace, and I soon found myself longing for some-
thing worthy the palate of that epicurean, a jar of Cee-
cuban. Rising disgust choked the desire, and my atten-
tion again was riveted on the opposite mountain of foliage,
but it only called up dimly remembered sentences in
Botany. After striving in vain to evoke admiration I be-
came angered just as I remembered having been ata
camp-meeting, because I could not mourn for my sins
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though I knew I was a sinner, and the preaching was
powerful enough to move a stone—if the stone had deli-
cate ears and means ot locomotion. A frog, with ‘‘re-
iterated croaking of exasperated croaks,” seemed to
keep time with and echo the monody of my own
thoughts. I softly felt for a good sized pebble and the
harmony of sound and sense between us was ended. All
attempts to extract enthusiasm resulted in thoughts so
forced or commonplace that all the nauseating dedica-
tions to kings of medieval Latin seemed the embodi-
ment of earnestness by comparison. But soon an unde-
fined longing seized upon me which I mistook for the
struggling of the long shackled sentiment of Nature to
break from her bond. It grew upon me; and Nature
seemed nothing more than a homely rustic maiden clad
in green, and cheap green at that. At length this de-
sire assumed shape, and rising to appalling proportions
demanded that the incense of nicotine be offered to it.
I resisted and reasoned—when I found I had no cigar.
« What a fitting time and place! Here, in the bosom of
the Palzozoic age, I will lay aside the civilized barbar-
isms of the Cenozoic. This worshipping at the shrine of
nicotine is what prevents the acceptance of my offerings
at Nature's altar.” At the same time I found myself in-
voluntarily searching my pockets, and just as I found a
small cone of tobacco in one of my pockets I thought of
Cromwell, “ Trust in God, but withal keep your powder
dry.” Tearing the fly-leaf from Winchell my resolutions
soon ended as they generally do—in smoke. The bliss
was transient, but the reaction in favor of theoretical
admiration of Nature was permanent. I arose to go.
My eye caught sight of the victim I had sacrificed to
theory and Mrs. Leo Hunter’s “Lines to an Expiring
Frog” flitted through the mind.
¢ Can I view thee panting lying,

On thy stomach without sighing,

Can T unmoved see thee dying,

On a log,

Expiring frog?”

My dream was at an end. I still admire Nature in my

letters to Sarah, but prefer to do it in my room with
nicotine and a volume of Select Quotations. H. M.

PROFESSOR STEARNS IN SOUTH AMERICA.
EXTRACTS FROM A PRIVATE LETTER.
Parana, Nov. 12, 1874.

I long to see “ my boys”—and girls too, this morning
Should like to hear a recitation in Livy and another in Horace
better than aught else I can think of. Give my best regards
to those of my former classes who have returned to the Uni-
versity this year, and let me know of their welfare.

We have been in Parana over two weeks now, living in
N e 1.1 : L R AT -y % pois
the .I\mmal school building. This is a very large edifice,
having been the capitol when Parana was the capital of the
Republic. The front is two stories high, the rear but one,

stretching back a hundred and twenty feet and enclosing two
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large patios or open courts. There are 38 large rooms in the
building, of which the second story is used as a residence.
The floors and roofs are of brick, and the children make the
roof of the rear part their play ground. Here we are—six
Americans together, wife and self, three lady teachers who
came with us, and Mr. Roberts the Vice-Director of the
school, who is a graduate of Rochester. You can imagine
that we are not lonesome. Besides, we have found some
pleasant English-speaking acquaintances in the town, for our
Spanish, though it serves our purposes very well :m(lv gets a
pretty constant airing, 1s yet a little lame and uncomfortable.

The view from the building on all sides is very attractive.
In front is the Plaza, adorned with orange trees, palms, para-
dise trees and other tropical varieties. In the rear we see in
the distance the Parana, its waters spreading out into a wide
bay with numerous islands and high green shores. This
winds round to the west and gleams upon us again beyond
an expanse of green fields, while to the east is the country in
all its native wildness. Nothing here is more surprising to
me than the abruptness of the passage from city to unim-
proved wilderness.

The towns are thoroughly Spanish, consisting of one-story
brick buildings, whitewashed outside, and built contiguous to
each other without yards, the place of which is supplied by
the patios. Walk down one of the narrow streets, and after
a little the uninterrupted row of houses suddenly ceases, and
before you is the unfenced, unbroken, almost uninhabited
country.- Almest, 1 say, for if yow go on you ‘may find a
;ruuch(; hut, made of straw or of mud thatched with straw,
i{xddcn in one of the gulches. Go far enough and you will
come to the estancia of some well-to-do cattle raiser, who
owns a thousand or two acres and is not troubled with near
neighbors. .

The country is almost barren of trees, the only one in-
digenous to it that grows to any height being the ombu, a
species of fig tree, whose wood is useless for 1mmuf'.»m:ture and
positivcly will not burn. It, however, gives a greatful shade.
The flora is magnificent.
mon weeds found everywhere.
fAourishes like Canada thistles.
so high that from the ground I could not possess myself of a
large yellow blossom on the lowest—shall I say branch or
leaf, for the article in question might be either or both as
you fancy. Mr. Roberts and I were taking a horseback r1dc‘
the other day, when we found ourselves amid a clump of
oleander bushes so high that we could not reach the tops of

Verbenas and heliotropes are com-
Cactus in all its varieties
One variety grows to a tree

them from the saddle, and covered with a profusion of the
The climbing plants are num-
The patios are rich

richest blossoms 1 ever saw.
berless and very gorgeous in flowers.
with superb flowers. An English lady with whom we have
formed a pleasant acquaintance sent us, yesterday, R large
waiter piled up with the most gorgeous flowers, p.mks as
large as roses, roses of various colors, gladiole, acacias, and
flowers of brilliant colors the very names of which are un-
It now sits on our center table and 'fills the

known to us.
whole room with delicious odors as I write.

Well, I think of you in mid November, and of the wind
piping round the southeast corner of the University, or the

corner of Douglas Place, and have a sense of satisfaction as I
feel the warm breeze coming in through the blinds, and. listen
to the birds singing out in the rees of the Plaza. It is now
between one and two o’clock and the town is as quiet as mid-
night. Nearly every one is enjoying the siesta, and the only
beings stirring within our sight are two soldiers in front of
the Policeia. How I wish I could give you a picture of the
Plaza! You should look upon it in the morning when the
four bells in the two low towers of the still lower cathedral

that fronts on the east side of the Plaza, are clanging 1n the
Senoras—

most furious manner, and the Spanish Dames
dressed for the most part in black, and wearing a black shawl
thrown over their heads, are going to morning mass, each one
of any means attended by a servant who walks at a respect-
ful distance behind the Senora. You should see it at noon,
sleeping in the warm sunlight with nobody stirring, and
again at sunset, when the wild bells sing out still more
wildly, and the crowd, now larger and better dressed, assem-
bles for vespers.

Next to us on the east corner of the Plaza, is the Politiceia,
or police quarters, where now are several hundred guachos
waiting for arms and learning the noble art of war. They
are dark, savage looking fellows. They wear a shawl over
their shoulders, thrusting their heads through a hole in the
centre of it, and gather another about their legs so as to look
something like Turkish trowsers. The favorite color is a
brownish drab, striped with green or yellow. Hats and shoes
are articles of luxury which a considerable part of them dis-
pense with, but every one of them wears a long knife behind
his right thigh. They live, eat and sleep in a yard, into
which we look from our roof. The government gives
each man from six to eight p()unds of meat per day—no
other food. They drag a quarter of beef into the yard, hack
it up in a trice, and kindle little fires in the corners, after
which each man runs his ramrod through his portion and
sticks it into the fire. When it is done to his satisfaction, he
seats himself on the ground, a la Turk, lays his meat down
in front of him, whisks out his long knife and goes to work.
The most of the day is spent in gambling with one of the
vertebrae of an ox, or in playing Pelota. They are wild,
savage fellows, who think as little of killing a man as they
would of killing a sheep.

Sunday we had a review of three thousand cavalry in the
streets about the Plaza. The uniform is a green linen suit,
exceedingly comfortable, and setting off these wild fellows to
pertection. Of the war we know next to nothing. Itisa
very serious struggle and may last sometime. Gen. Mitre,
the leader of the revolt, has been President, and is considered
the best military man in the country. At present communi-
cation with Tucuman is cut off by the frebels. There is no
reason to anticipate at present that the war will affect us in

any way.

Professor Wheeler, by way of encouragement, gave the
It was a lecture on the advanta-

Juniors a lecture recently.
The Professor hap-

ges of scientific studies,and a good one.
pily did not think it necessary to disparage other depattments
in order to establish the merits of his own.

"’
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A communication in regard to the reading room will be
found in another column. It is probably well to have
our attention directed to that somewhat neglected insti-
tution once more; but it is to be hoped that the main
suggestion, that a larger revenue be provided, is unneces-
sary. By the arrangement with Mr. Bastin in reference
to his using the room as an office during a part of the
day, the expenses will be somewhat lessened. Certainly
we need a good reading room, and it ought to be well
patronized. We believe that our students are inclined to
pay far too little attention to just that sort of reading
that the current magazines and newspaper are designed
to supply. The reading room ought to become once
more the general resort that it was two years ago.

i e e,

Where is class spirit, where college pride and sopho-
more dignity?
some from whom we should expect better things, these

It would seem that in the breasts of

noble qualities no longer find a lodgment. We refer to
what occurred last Saturday at the midnight hour, *“ when
deep sleep falleth on man”—or ought, at least, to fall
At the instigation of “ Michael” (not Mich-
ael Angelo nor St. Michael but the other Michael), a
drove of uncivilized Preps, together with a number of

upon him.

Freshmen and Sophomores-—yes, listen and be aston-
ished, for it is true—congregated at the door of Prof.
Clark’s apartments, who had just moved into the build-
ing that day, to give him the honor (or dishonor) of a
charivari. They meant well, no doubt, but that is the
best we can say for them, and we are reminded of the
famous saying of Sidney Smith, viz: “I would rather
meet a Bengal tiger with its tail up, thana fool with
good intentions.” But what is most deplorable of all, is
to see not only the preparatory students, but even col-
lege men, putting themselves under the lead of Moik, the
professor of brooms and slop-buckets.

The VOLANTE has been spoken of and criticised as
having advised non-attendance upon Chapel services,
and the students admonished as though they had fol-
lowed such advice, but we are decidedly of the opinion
that such an interpretation of the paragraph referred to
is not warrantable, at least it is too strong. The nearest
approach to advice of that character will be found in the
closing sentence, as follows: “ We appreciate the good
sense of the great majority of the students in declining
to go and shiver through the service;” which simply, in
the first place, records the fact that the chapel service
was neglected on account of the coldness of the room,
and in the second place, approves of such conduct on
the ground of comfort and safety to health. Will any
one pretend to say that it was reasonable to expect stu-
dents to go to chapel in the condition it was for the
first six weeks of the term? If he does, we most
respecttully beg leave to differ with him. Besides, we
cannot believe that it is impossible to make the chapel
tolerably comfortable, if proper pains are taken, and it is
not unreasonable to ask that it should be made comfort-
able before we are required to attend.

From an article in one of our city papers, which we
have no reason to discredit, we learn that the Chronicle
is in serious financial difficulty. The statement is the
more surprising, as the literary character of that paper
is such as merits a strong financial support from the
students of Michigan University, and might naturally be
Indeed, we have no doubt this
is the case, and the Chronicle will soon extricate itself

expected to call it forth.

by good management from the difficulties in which past
carelessness has involved it.

But the writer from whom we gain the above informa-
tion proceeds to make some strictures upon what he is
pleased to call the erratic editorial policy of the Clron-
scle. He thinks that a college paper, instead of being
under the control of an elected board of editors who are
frequently changed, should be managed permanently by
some responsible man who should give it steadiness and
consistency.

For our part we have never been able to discover that
fault in the Chronicle that he laments, and if we should,
would be the last to propose any such remedy. If a
college paper has any real value aside from furnishing
some little discipline to the few men who have anything
to do with preparing it for the press, it is because it pre-
sents college matters from the students point of view.
This, we take it, is the real object of our existence—as
college editors. To say that the student’s views are
liable to be extreme, is not to show any reason why they
should not be made known. At any rate, whether they
are true or false, there can be nothing better for the tone
and discipline of a college, or for the maintainartce of a
good understanding between faculty and students, than
their full and frank expression
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To this end it is absolutely necessary, not only that
the editors be chosen from the students, but that they be
left entirely untrammelled by the college authorities.
To correct an abuse in such a manner as wholly to de-
stroy the usetulness of the college paper is not exactly

the policy we should advise. Whenever any man has |

the right to dictate what the contents of the paper shall
be, all its trustworthiness as an exponent ot public sen-
timent among the students is destroyed at once.

Of course it is only in the editorial and local columns
that the paper will be apt to come in collision with the
authorities. For these parts of the ‘paper we claim a
perfect immunity from censorship so long as we give a
place to any correction or reply that may be offered.
We believe in a college paper by the students, and for
the students, and reflecting the students’ sentiments, and
if these are sometimes extreme, let them be combated
1)}' reason l\”‘l conmmon sensc 2111(1 not SUI)I)I‘CHSC(I or I]l()d-
ified in their expression.

THE UNIVERSITY SERVICE.

«The University Service,” as it has been called, is, if
we are rightly informed, something entirely new in Chi-
cago University, and the VOLANTE gladly embraces this
opportunity of expressing its hearty approval and com-
mendation of the new departure. On the kind invitation
of the University Place Baptist Church and its pastor,
our President delivers a monthly sermon from the pulpit
of that church to the students of the two institutions.
Two of these monthly services have already been held,
at which a goodly number of the students have been
present, but we hope in the future to see a still larger
representation both from the University and Theological
Seminary, embracing this rare opportunity of hearing a
sermon specially adapted to student wants and student
difficulties, from one who is so eminently fitted by his
experience, his position, and all his sympathies to render
them just such assistance as they need. The student’s
needs, his doubts, his difficulties, are peculiar, and they
require peculiar and special treatment. Situated as we
are in a great city, it is not difficult for any one to find a
minister and charch that are congenial to his tastes, so
that no student, however great or small his attainments
may be, need fail to gain for himself a ¢ Sabbath home ;"
and yet this does not preclude the necessity, propriety,
and desirability of a monthly sermon prepared particu-
larly and specially for us. We are in favor of the new
arrangement for many reasons. Aside from the fact
that it meets a want that has hitherto been unprovided
for, the instituting of such a service argues an interest
and concern for the intellectual and religious welfare of
the students, that is gratifying both to them and their
friends. * Such a service is needed, as Dr. Moss intima-
ted, to supplement the instruction of the class room,
from which all expression of peculiar denominational opin-

ions and doctrines must be rigidly excluded. It is true that
some have complained that Dr. Moss's sermons are too
deep and metaphysical to be thoroughly appreciated and
understood by all classes of the students, still, though
this may be true, no one can fail to apprehend the deep
religious feeling, the lofty intellectual aspiration and
genuine spirit of faith, that pervade his earnest words.
And it is better that he should be too profound than too
shallow. It draws us on and leads us to reach after
something higher and better. We feel perfectly assured
that much good will result from these services. They give
the students of every department of the college as well
as those of the Seminary, an opportunity of becoming
acquainted with the President’s views of religion and
life. Only a few of the classes meet him in the recita-
tion room, and those of the lower classes under these
circumstances must remain for years comparatively igno-
rant of the President’s real views and character, were it
not for these religious services. In short we are fully
convinced of the genuine practical value of this wise and
thoughtful provision for the religious welfare of the stu-
dents. We feel in listening to Dr. Moss that he not only
has our highest good at heart, but also that he is one
who has at some time had doubts to remove and difficult
problems to solve, and that he is now just the person to
clear away our difficulties. We take pleasure in com-
mending these services to the attention of all the stu-
dents, and hope to see as many as possible of them
present on these occasions in the future.

THE READING ROOM.

The condition of our reading room certainly demands
a little attention. Probably the committee are doing all
that can well be done with their present resources; but,
if so, something needs to be done to provide a larger
revenue forthwith. As it is now the reading room can
boast of little more than its daily papers; and important
and valuable as these are, they are not the only, nor
even the chief requisites of a well furnished reading
room.

The difference in cost between a good reading room
and a poor one is very slight. We can have a reading
room that will be an honor to our college, and furnish us
with the best current literature for a very trifling sum in
addition to what we are now paying. The outlay for
reading matter is not the principal item of expense even
in a thoroughly provided reading room. The expense
of furnishing, heating, lighting, and keeping in order the
room will be the same in any case. So that if we are to
have a reading.room at all it is very foolish on our part
not to have a good one. The students in this University
have shown interest enough in this matter to convince
any one that, if a reasonable plan for raising the addi-
tional funds required is presented to them, they will not
fail to support it manfully.

The fact is incontestable that the present arrangement
does not furnish the means to make our reading room
what it ought to be. To be sure a number of old claims
have been paid during the present year, which will in
part account for the deficiency; still the fact remains
that the reading room tax is insufficient, A liberal sub-
scription could doubtless be raised for the reading room
just as last year one was raised for our short-lived
gymnasium. But this is not what we want. It would
not prevent our finding ourselves as badly off again at
the end of a few months. It would, besides, throw the
burden upon the more public-spirited students to an un-
just extent. Our reading room must rest on a solid and
permanent financial basis, or it will never be what we
hope and intend to make it.

It was thought that such a support had been found for
it in the boarding club. But this is hardly the case.
The proceeds of the reading room tax varies constantly
with the number of members in the club, and a very
large proportion of the students do not contribute to it
at all. At the present time, for example, the tax
amounts to a little more than two-thirds as much as at
the beginning of the year. I throw out these hints for
the benefit of the rest of the students as well as the
committee. I think we need a first-class reading room
and are willing to sustain one. Ido not think we shall
be willing to go on for a great while paying our tax only
to see it all eaten up by running expenses. If only the
members of the boarding club can be depended upon,
then let the tax be increased; but if others can in any
way be induced to share in the advantages and contrib-
ute to the support of the reading room, let it be done.
At all events let us have some of the leading periodicals.

DEBATES IN OUR LITERARY SOCIETIES.

For some unaccountable reason the debates in our
societies seem not to receive that attention which they
deserve. Debates with us seem to be regarded as a sec-
ondary thing, but why it should be so is not very easily
seen. It is much more difficult to find men who are wil-
ling to take appointments on a debate than on the rest
of our literary exercises. This seems to be owing to a
false view that many take of this subject, not appreciat-
ing the importance of the debate. Why a person should
think that an oration, address, essay or paper, can afford
greater opportunities to display his abilities and develop
his powers, is not very apparent. At least there is no
good ground for such a feeling. The fact is that a
debate, rightly appreciated and conducted, ought to be
the most interesting and useful of all the exercises of
our societies. It has all the advantages afforded by the
oration and address, with others in addition. It necessi-
tates the same investigation and research; it affords
equal opportunities for the display of rhetorical qualities,
for the cultivation of a graceful and effective style of
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composition and delivery, and for becoming accustomed
to appearing before an audience. And in addition to
these things, the debater is compelled to acquaint him-

self thoroughly with the exact meaning of the proposi-

| tion contained in the question which is to be discussed,

and to draw nice distinctions between the meanings of
words; and, moreover, the stimulus and pressure of
competition and direct antagonism with other minds, are
brought to bear upon the debater, and again he is forced
to use all his skill and mental acuteness to extemporize
answers to the arguments of his opponent. Nearly all
the greatest orations of the world were brought out by
the pressure of debate. ‘*The Oration on the Crown,”
was the development of one side of a debate. Daniel
Webster’s greatest effort was an answer to an opponent,
and we might enumerate instances indefinitely. When
this view of the subject is taken and acted upon, our
debates instead of being a bore will become a delight
both to speakers and auditors, and then instead of seeing
a third part of our audiences making a lunge for the
door as soon as the debate is announced, the debaters
will have a full house to address. Let us reform these
debates, and that right speedily.

WASHINGTON’'S BIRTHDAY.

Washington’s birthday was celebrated according to
the time-honored custom in our University by the eating
of oysters and the making of speeches. With regard to
the oysters, it must be confessed they were not a success.
The sudden eclipse that fell upon the gas jets in the
dining room just as the supper was about to be served,
caused a delay that was ruinous. But for this accident,
for which no blame attaches to anyone, the supper would
have been all that was anticipated, as, indeed, in many
of its features it was. The appearance of the room and
tables was highly creditable to the committee, and with
the large number of ladies present made the old dining-
hall really quite brilliant for the occasion.

The literary part of the entertainment deserves much
more unqualified praise. All the addresses were good,
some of them notably so. We had the pleasant talk we
anticipated from Dr. Moss, and the unexpected pleasure
of an address from Senator Doolittle, who at the request
of Prof. Freeman, warmly seconded by all present, gave
us in his plain, manly fashion some ot the important les-
sons to be learned from the life of Washington. Prof.
Freeman gave a very happy turn to his remarks in
response to the toast of “ Cramming.” He certainly did

succeed in ““ cramming ” some ideas into our heads, and
in such a way that they will be apt to remain. The
union of pleasantry and earnestness, together with the
skillful use of some striking scenes in the Professor’s
army experience, made this one of the very best
addresses we ever listened to on any similar occasion.
The speeches by the representarives of the different
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classes were fully up to the mark, and did not exhibit
any inexcusable straining after wit. Mr. Boganau in
answering to “ George Washington” succeeded in being
original and entertaining, after the subject had been
pretty thoroughly exhausted by those who had preceded
him. All the other speakers were well received, as was
also the singing of the glee club. Dr. Burrough’s address
on “ Outlooks,” though of anything but a festive charac-
ter, was eloquent and impressive.

The principal fault with the exercises was that they
took us a little too far into the small hours. The large
number of ladies present added greatly to the interest of
the evening, and all things considered, notwithstanding
the unpropitious weather, our Washington’s birthday
supper for 1875 was a very decided success.

4OUR. GIRLS.

The young ladies connected with the University were
assigned a special study room at the beginning of the
year. It was nota particularly cheerful room, owing to
the absence of other furniture than a bench or two, sev-
eral well worn desks, and a stove—though possibly
there was, in addition, a chair with three tolerably sound
legs. Young ladies are unreasonable creatures, of course,
and these thought they deserved better quarters. As
nobody seemed disposed to provide the desired comforts,
they resolved to work for themselves, and accordingly
gave themselves a benefit entertainment the first Friday
evening of this month. The result was success, finan-
cial and otherwise. The chapel had as many people in
it as it would hold, and few complimentaries. Miss
Lizzie Forsythe presided. There was a declamation by
Miss Mott, an oration by Miss Gray on ““ Three Heroines
of History,” a paper by Miss Waite, a reading by Miss
Howe from Widow Bedott, a exquisite vocal duet by
Miss Evarts and Mrs. Freeman, a vocal trio by Misses
Evarts, Howe and Roney, and instrumental music by
Misses Forsythe, Jones, Gray, Waite and Howe. A re-
ception in the parlors made a fitting close to the enjoya-
ble evening.

THE LITERARY SOCIETIES.
To THE EDITORS OF THE VOLANTE:

A movement was made some time since to found a col-
lege literary society. Through the expressed opposition
of one of the cxisting societies the movement was ren-
dered impracticable. During the discussion of the mat-
ter at a meeting of the students the question was put,
« What better society do you want than the Tri Kappa
now is?” With your permission, sirs, I shall answer this
question. Nor shall I confine myself to the Tri Kappa;
there is need of a better society than-the Atheneum, and
hence, of a better than any existing in the college. I
want a better society than the Tri Kappa for these rea-
sons, among others:

1. That ladies may be invited to attend with the as-
surance that they will not be subjected to vulgarity.

2. That the undergraduates may conduct affairs with-
out interference from graduates or outside parties.

3. That the literary exercises may be made of a char-
acter worthy college men—regularly, not spasmodically.

4. That the University of Chicago may have a literary
society ranking as high, at least, as those sustained at a
nondescript school like the Wesleyan at Bloomington,
and at the small colleges in Illinois and elsewhere.

These are a few of the points where improvement is

possible, even in the Tri Kappa. For others, attend one’

of their meetings. Nothing further will be necessary to
prove that a change of some kind is desirable. The ques-
tion_can be answered in another way, however, by show-
ing what was the aim and desire of the movement which
the Tri Kappa opposed.

This was, first, to create something which should have
a distinct collegiate air. The fact that a preparatory de-
partment is connected with the University can be no rea-
son why college and preparatory men should have all in-
terests in common. It is for the advantage- of neither
party to have them so. There has been maudlin talk
about the duty of a collegian to the preparatory man-—
the duty to elevate him, to give him the benefit of your
Senior, Junior, Sophomore knowledge. Show me the
academician so low that he will not scorn this aid, so
silly as to accept the patronage of these collegians who
are so careful of duty’s demands. The one party is just
as able to take care of itself as the other, and as little
desires interference. In the new movement the college
men would find themselves burdened with the responibil-
ity of sustaining their reputation, of which they scarcely
have any, at least any that is apparent, in the present
mixed condition of affairs. The tendency would be to
increase college spirit, if there is any among us, and to
create it, if there is none. In proportion as this spirit
developed would the character of the literary work im-
prove, and the literary standard of the University ad-
vance. If it be insisted that the welfare of the prepara-
tories must be considered, leave it to them to vote
whether they would prefer to have their own societies
with full rights therein, or to continue the present sys-
tem. Which would be likely to advantage a preparatory
the more, to preside, orate, declaim, debate in his own
society, or to have the delectable privilege of debating
beside a profound collegian, who, as a rule, relies on his
own general knowledge and facility in speaking for his
creditable appearance, and relies on his preparatory as-
sociate for the facts in the question ?

The aim was, secondly, to unite the working men of
the college classes into one strong, healthy, superior so-
ciety. To a large number of undergracuates it seemed
as if the time had come when this might be accomplished,
a thing which was not the case, for various reasons, in
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time past. I venture to say, sirs, that but for outside in-
terference and influence, the result would have been
other than it was. One person, who never was a mem-
ber of any college class, but who belonged to the Tri
Kappa, was particularly a foe to any change, and exerted
his influence over those too weak-minded to resist him,
and to inquire, as well they might, what possible busi-
ness of his the matter could be. Alumni who are un-
fortunately not far removed from us took it upon them-
selves to shape the policy of those who had been their
tools in other days, and who still adhered to their rever-
ence for old divinities. When such causes combine to
defeat what was generally conceded to be worthy of trial,
at least, I confess to a feeling of indignation which time
does not abate.

It has been asked why college men, if they are anxious
to derive the benefits of society work, do not enter with
spirit into the present societies. That they do not, as a
rule, is a lamentable fact. Why a man, when he passes
beyond sophomorism, should lose much of his interest in
society work, is a question whose answer is not easy.
There are many reasons why. One of them, and the one
I have to do with, is that the present societies keep a
fixed standard, while the upper classman passes beyond
and demands something higher. The Junior year ushers
one into a new life, so far as studies are concerned. From
that point on there is a perceptible growing away from
the preparatory course. Then, if not before, there is a
demand for something wholly “in college.” In the
mixed societies there is less congeniality than ever; and
this combined with other causes soon leads one away
from work that would, under favorable circumstances, be
more ofa pleasure and advantage than ever before. The
remedy can be found either in the movement proposed,
or in advancing the present occupants of the field. Be
it which way you will, I think any undergraduate not
blinded by prejudice, and not entirely contented with
himself, can see why I want a society better than the

Tri Kappa. Jun1US.

It is greatly to be feared that our college is not a
musical community. Strange to say those who inhabit
rooms in the most immediate proximity to those con-
taining musical instruments are the most thoroughly
persuaded of that fact. One unfortunate says he thinks
he has endured about all that this world can inflict upon
him: in that line, and borne it with some degree of equa-
nimity. He has tolerated in silence the organ beside
him, the flute below, and the frantic attempts at song on
the part of preps above,—to say nothing of the occa-
sional notes of a violin at no great distance. All this he
has borne with, because he could not follow the example
of Mark Twain and burn them out since they dwellin the
same house with himself. So he tried to console himself
with the reflection that this is a free country. But when

the seniors took to practicing for class-day—!!!

AT HOME.

A PSP NI SIS TN NFNI ST

Walking for health is not much indulged in at present.
Always falling on the same spot counteracts the physical
good supposed to come from such exercise.

Student—Professor, are not Jonson’s writings like alle-
gories?

Prof—Well, no, not like allegories—not at all—mo—
somewhat!

Prof —Mr. E
casion of the Drapier’s Letters?

Funior—1 believe it was—the—the coining of that copper

, you can at least tell what was the oc-

wasn’t it, Professor?

One of our Freshmen, whose Latin has been troubling him
of late, recently sat up till the small hours preparing his les-
son, and then slept so late the next morning that he was
unable to go to recitation. He has since sworn off on the

midnight oil.

One of our students received the following by postal card
from a member of another college which was represented at
the Bloomington contest: “ MT. . Dear Sir:—How do
you men feal by this time over State contest. Some of them

are givin me thunder for some things I wrote about them. I
have not sean your paper yet. Should like to have a copy.”

An audacious youth, and to still further aggravate the mat-
ter a lower classman, puts forth the following, and declares
without a blush that he can vouch for its satisfactoriness on
winter nights, such as we were lately having:

« Ag the room grows colder, colder,
Why, your heart grows bolder, bolder,

Till within yeur arms you fold her,
And then if she won’t stay—hold her.”

If the movement to form a new literary society did prove
abortive as far as its immediate intention was concerned, it
seems to have created something of a rattling among the dry
bones in the present societies—that is, if it is allowable to
liken the sound of a skillfully played piano to the rattling of
dry bones. The indications are that the societies will find no
difficulty in paying for their instruments.

The Freshmen have submitted to the faculty a decidedly
novel programme for a Freshman Ex. Since there are to be
no prizes hereafter they see no reason for making the exhibi-
tion one of declamations only, and accordingly propose to
have two orations, four declamations, a reading, a paper, a
poem, an address and an essay. What favor the scheme will
receive from the faculty remains to be seen.

The day of prayer for colleges was observed in the Uni-
versity with appropriate services. The sermon in the chapel
was preached by Bishop Cheney, having for its subject The
Breastplate of Righteousness,” Eph. vi. 14. The chapel
was filled to overflowing with students and friends of the in-
stitution. The sermon, which was addressed especially to
students, was marked by all the beauty and copiousness of
illustration, as well as the earnestness, so characteristic of Dr.
Cheney. It will be long remembered by all who had the

good fortune to hear it,
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GIRL FOR SUPPER.

Washington's birthday was a momentous occasion and
so was its last anniversary, at least to one sophomore.
Fully three weeks before the twenty-second, as one of
his classmates was taking his evening reverie in the fire-
light after the gas was turned off, this youth burst into
the room all aglow, having evidently just taken a brisk
walk in the marrow-congealing night'air. Ostensibly he
came to warm himself, his own fire being low; but the
experienced eye of his classmate soon detected by the
glow of happiness that pervaded his whole face and man-
ner that he had come to relieve his mind. A single judi-
cious question was enough. It all came out. She had
promised to come with him to the supper on Washing-
ton’s birthday and'it was all right. With that, too rest-
less with delight to stay longer in that room, he waltzed
out, to go with his tale of happiness to some other bosom
friend, or else to bed. Sleep was impossible that night.

CLASS ELECTIONS.
SENIORS.

The Senior Class has elected officers, and made appoint-
ments for class-day as follows: President, R.G. Bush; Vice
President, S. S. Niles; Secretary, H. A. Howe; Orator, R.
B. Twiss; Poet, J. F.Ridlon; Historian, J. Staley; Prophet,
L. M. Trumbull; Ivy Orator, C. W. Nichols; Pipe Orator,
A. Huguenin; Farewell Address, Boganau.

JUNIORS.

The officers are: President, B. F. Patt; Vice President,
H. 1. Bosworth; Secretary, P. H. Moore; Treasurer, W. W.
Osgood; Orator, H. B. Mitchell; Poet, H. B. Grose; His-
torian, G. E. Eldridge; Seer, R. L. Olds; Toast Master, J.
5. Rhodes; Musician, S. C. Johnston.

FRESHMEN.

President, M. L. Goff; Vice President, C. F. Morey; Sec-
retary, O. W. Philbrook; Treasurer, C. Ege; Orator, F. A.
Helmer; Poet, H. E. Fuller; Historian, James Rea; Prophet,
J. S. Forward; Chorister, T. Phillips; Toast Master, W. R.
Raymond.

PERSONALS.
A. H. Stuck, 76, was called home last week by the sudden
and severe illness of his father.

Fred S. Doggett, 76, has taken a final farewell of his Al-
ma Mater, and is engaged in the manufacture of steel.

Frank C. Irwin, once of 75, is teaching school near Wood-
stock, Ills.,, and prosecuting his studies in the modern
languages.

C. Dale Armstrong, once of ’73, but since more widely
known as public reader, was married, Feb. gth, by Bishop
Cheney, to Miss Lottie W. Cushing.

Mr. Trask, 75, who left us at the close of Sophomore year,
called upon us a few days since. He has returned to the city
10 take a course in the Law Department,

Mr. Blumenfeld, formerly of 75, showed his face within
our walls this morning for the last time before his departure
for the University of Virginia, where he intends to complete
his college course. Although he has deserted us, we wish
him success.

All the boys will be inclined to hail with pleasure the advent
of a gentlemanly treasurer, or steward, whichever may be his
proper title. Such we are sure they will find Mr. Bastin, 617+
His office will be in the reading room, and we shall no longer
have to shun the treasurer as we would a porcupine.

Z. C. Hall, also of ’75, wrote us the other day giving an
account of himself. News from him is most welcome. Mr.
Hall is one whom we shall always regard as a member ofi e,
for when he left us at the close of Sophomore year, it was on
account of feeble health from which he has not yet fully re-
covered, though constantly improving, and of all the yourg
men we have known, none were more enthusiastic in their
studies or desired more earnestly to graduate than he. Since
he bade us good-bye, he has taken unto himself a helpmeet,
has been ordained, and is now pastor of the Baptist Church
at Granville.

OUR EXCHANGES.

S A A P A I AT AN PRSP ARSI SIS ST L NANI N

The Berkeleyan, coming trom the University of California,
rather pleases us, and when it does not please it amuses. It
is ambitious, and that is a good thing if not overdone. It
hesitates at no flights poetic, and roams the wide field of lit-
erature for themes. We have “ contemplation ” furnished us
through two hundred lines nearly of blank verse, and part of
the contemplation indulged in by the reader will bear refer-
ence to the writer. He confesses to an ¢« imitation,” and in
parts it is a close one, no doubt. In the somewhat new
thought,

“The love of nature is the love of God,”
is found the key-note, if there be any, to the piece. Grand
words and an imitated rush and flow seem to have carried the
young poet beyond himself out into absurdity. We have
glimpses of him as well as of nature:

“ For me the portion of the active frame,
The bounding foot, the eye kindling with life;”

and not only is he an athlete, but no mean sportsman, to take
his word for it:
1, too, have loved to chase the flying stag

From clift to cliff * * * and over steeps
Where one false step had hurled me far below.”

He was a bold fellow, you see, and proceeds to tell of lesser
sport, which was not disdained, such as bringing low the
swift quail, and using his weapons so well that the ¢ timid
hare has not escaped unharmed.” In all this, however, he is
modest:

T name it not with pride that truant aim
My gun knew not; I scorn the boastful pride
That loves to dwell upon such deeas of blood,
And mourn that youthful ardor should have once
Made me inhuman.”

He promises to repent, and we hope he will, both of his
leaping crags, and making verses and imitation. We should
like to speak of ¢ Sappho,” but space forbids. The Derke-
Jevan deserves credit for its variety of matter, but should be
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mindful of the fact that lofty themes and bombast may profit-
ably be limited even in a college paper.

The Simpsonian, judging from the February issue, has
reason to show cause why it should live. The Raven has

still more reason to do the same.

The Magenta, typographically considered, stands first
among our exchanges. Nor is its merit confined to its
appearance by any means. It is a readable, sprightly paper.
The issue of February 12 has interesting articles on “ The
Social Side of College Life,” and “ The Scrub,” while the
poetry is above the average.

The Hesperian Student quotes from our report of Dr.
Moss’ inaugural address, putting in italics at pleasure. The
critic evidently does not like the Doctor’s ideas on co-educa-
tion. ¢ His theory,” she says, (for we will venture that the
writer is a “she,”) “is just a little musty—burdened with the
mitldew of half a century at least.” Now we do not propose
to enter into argument on co-education—we leave that to the
fair sex. DBut we cannot help remarking one thing, i. e., that
« mixed schools ” furnish strangely mixed papers. It might
be interesting to discover why it is that no college paper with
young ladies on the editorial staff, has equaled in excellence
papers published either entirely by men or entirely otherwise.

The College News Letter, from Grinnell, Ia., furnished a
fund of fun for us in the January number, though it had no
intention to do anything of the kind. The poem on “Iowa”
stands without a rival, and will continue so to stand, we
should hope. We cannot refrain from quoting. First we are
told that ¢ we often praise our native state,” and that

¢ This proves that we are loyal—trae
To our own land that gave us birth;

And though the country is but new,
Is seems the loveliest spot on earth.

Our hearts reach after thoughts, to prove
Our own loved State to be the best;

And while within her bounds we move,
We love her more than all the rest.”

After all this ¢« reach,” it would be inferred that this State-
lover only remains true while he moves within her bounds. If
we should get him across the line inte Illinois, now, perhaps
he would write verses for our State. The thought is unbear-
ably piercing. But read on:

- But let them talk, we will not boast
Of balmy breeze or skipping deer,
Of this one thing we’ll think the most,
That education’s ruling here.”
Hurrah for JTowa! And now for the tiger—
“In this our young and noble State,
Are colleges and schools for all;

None need to watch or longer wait,
N 3 H 3 () »
For wisdom dwells in learning’s hall.

The verses thrill us. It is difficult to leave them. One more
selection we must make:
“We oft do tell of prairies broad,

Of waving grain which on them grows,
And how the plowman breaks the sod

”

And on its surface wheat he sows

Why should not a State thrive with such a poet in it?

The Zrving Union has grown in size. If it will improve
its subject matter as much as it has its appearance, Washing-
ton University may begin to take credit in its representative.

The Collegian, from Mt. Vernon, Ia., has a poet who does
wonderful things with words in adapting them to metre. We

find him “ Gathering Home ” at this rate:

« By strength from above, animated by love,

We are gathering home.”
The roll, as we go on through the verses, is not easily
resisted. The Collegian should kill the author of “ Golli-
manfry from a Solivigant Belamour” forthwith. He has
neither wit nor anything else, save a dictionary of obsolete
words.

The College Argus for January presents, as its most inter-
esting article, a sketch of that wierd genius, Jonathan Swift.
The Argus repels the insinuation that it is disagreeably
tinged with Methodist sanctification, charged upon it by the
Qm Vive. We cannot see that the charge is just, judging
from the present number. [t is not particularly marked by
any one characteristic.

There is little of merit, in a literary way, in the 7Zwrinuty
Zablet for January. We find « The Two Travellers” on
the first page, but the honor goes to Bryant, not to an under-
graduate. Some four pages are then devoted to the Rowing
Association, rules, etc., and what follows is, with one excep-
tion, scarcely more interesting. The 7Zablet is printed pret-
tily, though.

The Zranscript calls a lady pupil “a Sem.” The January
number has a good article on Art and Literature,” and some
verses on « Picking Geese,” that the editors should have sent
to the waste-basket instead of the printer. Has the writer
been « picked” recently?

The Qui Vive for January does not afford much variety*
The article on ¢ Macaulay ” is well written, and, of course,
by an admirer, for what student is not? Two communica-
tions on co-education are an overdose, especially as neither
contain any new presentation of ideas on the question. What,
by the way, have the proceedings of the Baptist General
Association of Illinois to do with a college paper?

The 7¥ipod for January introduces a new COIps of editors,
come as co-laborers for the

1

to whom we extend cordial we
advancement of college journalism. We can but feel, how-
evor, that the opening editorial is thoroughly out of character.
Read: “ The interest of its subject matter, neatness or its
form and style of mechanical work, have won for it an envi-
able place among the first of American college papers.”
Praise like this, coming from an outside critic, might properly
please the editors of a paper, and there would be somewhat
of excuse for reprinting it, though we do not believe even in
that. But when it is considered that these remarks come
from the proprietors themselves, we sigh for modesty’s return.
The editorial becomes almost nauseating by the extent to
which it carries this self-adulation. Prospectuses, after all,
are worth little. Let the paper show for itself "the stufl
whereof it is made.

We have received the University Record, Crescent, Cor-
nell Era, Acta Columbiana, Bowdoin Orient, Madisonen-
sis, University Herald, Cornell Review, Vassar Miscellany,
Oberlin Review, Williams Athenaeum, Dickinsonian, Col-
lege Mercury, Tuft’s Collegian, College Herald, Harvard
Advocate, Niagara Index, Reporter, S pectator, Denison Col-
legian, College Olio, Jilini, American Fournal of Educa-
tion, Targum, Olio and Music Folio, Lawrence Collegian,
Asbury Review, Rockford Seminary Magazine, The Owl,
Chronicle, Seminary Budget, Alumni Fournal, Lafayette
Monthly, Amherst Student, Collegian.
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SCENE LAID IN PARris—Dramatis personae, ENGLAND
and FRANCE. “ Quivala?” «Je,” says I (as I know the
language). “ Comment?” says he. “Come on!” says I;
and I knocked him down.—Zx.

A Junior thinks shoe-leather, chemically considered, is the
ox-hide of beef.—Zwx.

Prof. You have, perhaps, observed that when a severe
rain-storm suddenly abates at night, the moon casts a green-
ish reflection and positions itself under the polar star.

Students (hurriedly and in chorus).—Yes, sir; O, yes! cer-
tainly.

Prof. (laughing). What.

A painful pause! Cheekiest student of the class repeats.
%X e, sir,”

Lrof. Gentlemen, you have seen a phenomenon which,
until now, was unheard of.—Zx.

At the Assembly: A Junior has just been introduced to a
young lady.

Young Lady. “I am very happy to meet you, Mr. —,
I feel that T have a right to know you.”

Funior. “Yes, the right of conquest.”—FHarvard Advo-
cate. :

Scene, (/7 Optics). Dr.—«Mr. A. if a small beam of
light is admitted into a dark room through a small aperture,
what takes place?” Mr, A. «Really, Dr. I don’t know.”
Dr. « What do you think skozld take place?”

Mr. A. « Well, Dr. the hole should be plugged up.”—Ex.

“ Miss Y., what do you think of the age of Chaucer?”
asked a friend of the young lady. - Why, I don’t know;
but judging from his appearance, I would take him to be
about nineteen, if it is that green looking young student that
boards down on this street.”— Zranscript.

“ How charming Wagner’s music is, is it not?” asked a
young gentleman of his inamorata. “ Oh yes,” she sweetly
replied, “ and aren’t his cars comfortable 2’— Vassar. Misc.

Why is a Sophomore like a microscope? Because, when
seen through, small things are revealed.—Amherst Student.

Jennie begins: «If this whole room were an ellipse, and
the bed-post a point in it, and an ordinate be drawn to Baga
tangent to Ma, and the baby represents the centre, and I the
end of half the major axes, then by Loomis’s Conic Sections,
Prop. 11, Baby-Pa is to Baby-Me as Baby-Me is to Baby-Ma.
For in the two triangles Ma-Bedpost-Baby and Pa-Bedpost-
Baby we have the side Baby-Ma equal to the side Bedpost-
Baby; and the angles—” and she was packed off to bed.—
Packer Quarterly.

You may have seen this before, but it just fills the column:

A LiBRARY OF VALUABLE INFORMATION.— Webster’s
Unabridged Dictionary can only be appreciated by those who
spend a few hours in its critical examination. Itisa library
of valuable information in itself, containing admirable con-
densed articles on thousands of subjects, #4ree thousand of
which are illustrated by excellent cuts. It costs $12, while
volumes containing the same amount of matter on similar
subjects, would cost hundreds of dollars. It is the cheapest
volume in the English language, except the Bible.

EMPLOYMENT.

Men, women and agents, we have just what you need. Our 9x11
Mounted Chromos outsell anything in the market.  Mr. Persons writes:
‘I struck out yesterday, and by working easy four hours, cleared $7.”
A lady has just reported her profits for the forenoon as $5; yesterday
up to 2 o’clock she cleared $7.50. We can prove beyond question that
one agent ordered 5,000 of these chromos in eleven working days. We
have the largest and finest assortment in the United States; hundreds of
choice subjeets from which to select. We will send you an assorted 100
of the best selling free of charge on receipt of $6.50. Send in your
orders or give us a call. Samples by mail 25¢., or 12 for §1.

BOSTON FRAME AND CHROMO CO.,
292 Washington St., Boston Mass.
P. 0. Box 2662.

$5 TO 812 PER DAY.

Particulars free. 'We are giving more and better chances to agents
than any other house in the word. Samples enabling you to go to work
at once on receipt of 50 cents. J. LATHAM & CO., 292 Washington
street, Boston, Mass.

LAKESIDE GLOTHING HOUSE

Southwest Corner Clark and Adams Sts.

A COMPLETE ASSORTMENT OF

Fine Ready Made

CLOTETNG

All Goods Warranted as Revnresented.
A N BSHEPPARD & CO.

o e S B Stieela, -
GILMORE & CHENEY,

DEALERS IN

There was a small boy in Pawtucket,
He bought him an orange to suck it;
He had a long nose
And as you may suppose

et [ Es

THAS, FRUITS, &c.,
619 Cottage Grove Ave., Cor. Douglas Place,

Right into that orange he stuck it.

re

CHICAGO,

THE VOLANTE.

‘“ Absolutely the Best Protection Against Fire’’

Over 2000 Actual Fires put out with it.

MORE THAN

$15,000,000.00 Saved From the Flames.
TH E

BABCOCKY!

. - Fire DEPARTMENTS in the

A principal Cities of the Union
R use them daily. They are
Safe and Simple, and a pow-
erful protection.

The GOVERNMENT has
adopted it. Forty-six Rail
roads use them. INSURANCE
Co’s reduce rates where it is
introduced.

EXTINGUISHER |

—ALSO THE——

FIRE
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Send jfor < THEIR BRECORD.”

The Babcock Manufacturing Co., 2
CHICACO, | _

Desplaines and Mather Sts.,

TO STUDENTS:

The VOLANTE, in its advertising columns, represents a

large number of the

Best Firms in the City,

all of whom offer

Special Inducements to Students,
and by their patr@néxgc of your organ, THE VOLANTE,
Have a claim upon your consideration

in purchasing. Therefore, WHEN YOU WISH TO BUY

you will find it to_your interest to

Look over our advertisements.

HELP] YOURSELVES BY HELPING THOSE WHO
HELP - ¥OU.
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 WILDE, BLUETT g& (0,

DEALERS IN

MEN’S & BOYS’ READY-MADE

| CLOTHING
FmeBOOtS &' S Oeg } AND GENTS' FURNISHING GOODS.

|
f
|
|
f

DEALERS IN

l

Be5=Clothing Made To Order.<gg
76 State Str eet, | Northwest Cor. of State and Madison Streets,
AND | CHICAGO.

131 220 STREET T DR ,;{,;I‘E:,,

|
CHICACO. 'ChCap Cash Grocery

| J
F 'Slml(-n.ts are p:]‘rli('ular]y invited to an':exmniuation of. our (}(-ms’ | IS STILL ALIVE, AND SELLING AS
Wire Quilted and Screw Made Bootg and Shoes. One pair of which & - 5 Ly s
will outwear two pairg unquilted. CHEA P AS EVER !
Remember we make 10 per cent, discount to students,
We make no specialties, but offer all goods at uniformly low prices.

Good Goods, Low Prices, Ready Cash,

Is the good word at the

BASSETT& MITCHELL, |CHEAP CASH GROCERY,

772 (late 712) Cottage Grove Avenue, Masonic Hall.

- SRR = ~

STOB, & PATRICK MEEHAN,

Wholesale and Retail Dealer in

Book and N EI o (T \
TR " owsvauer Freg hand Salt Meatg

P R I N TJEJR | Poulti'y, Xregc—stzﬂ)les, Fite.

309 SOUTH PARK A VENUE,
Reliable A t
{ Can make from $5 to $10 per day by taking orders for the *“ Christian
at Work,” an evangelical but non-sectarian Religious Paper, edited by
| T. DEWITT TALMAGE. It is the only Paper for which ‘Spureron of
| London, will write in America. Each subscriber ig bresented with g
| Beautiful Premium—A Portfolio of Gems, by Hendschel. The Port-

Our facilities are complete for executing | folio contains twelve charming sketches for the parlor table, 74 x 10}
| inches. One Agent took 880 orders in 80 hours work. We pay large

- Cash (Jommissinns‘ and give exclusivee territory. Samples- or” circy-
LAW; PERIODICALa PAMPHLET & BOOK WORK lars sent on applicativo. “Send for ouy Bible circulars, (. D. PAINE,
Western Manager, 89 Madison St., Chicago, 11,
ALSO, FINE PRINTING,

Cards, Note and Letier Heads, ] How to Learn it, Sind Stamp for
i géircularto S.R. Wells, 398 Broadway, N. b i

Bill Heads, Bilanks, Labels,

12 & 14 La Salle Street,

CHICAGO.

SCHOOL TEAC iR! Y ¥: > your salar 7 selling
(/,“_('",(“w, Orders of l’.'.t'('r('isv.s', SCHOOL TEACHER You can double your salary by selling

Frogrammes, sau aicres, «.| " 118 Cortennial Gazetleer of the United  States,”

evenings, Saturdays anq during vacation. The book containg informa-
tion of great value to yourself, your pupils and their parentg, For par-

Druggists’ Printing of all kinds g Specialty, ticulars, address, ZIEGLER & McCURDY, Chicago, TI1.




	olduofc-0008-033-001
	olduofc-0008-033-002
	olduofc-0008-033-003
	olduofc-0008-033-004
	olduofc-0008-033-005
	olduofc-0008-033-006
	olduofc-0008-033-007
	olduofc-0008-033-008
	olduofc-0008-033-009

