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Copy of letter in the Correspondence of the Founder and his Associates
Frederick T. Gates to John D, “ockefgller, Jre Jamuary 20, 1915

\

Dear Mr. Rockefeller:-

I am handing you herewith copies of correspondence connected
with the founding of the University of “hicago. I have called it,

 "University of Chicago. Correspondence of the Founder and his Asso-

ciates. 1886 - 1892,inclusive,"

Let me here record how this correspondence came to be selected
and what precisely it consists of. A year or two ago, in giving to
Dr. Judson some reminiscences of the institution, he asked me if I would
not write out my recollections, which to him were altogether new and
would be so, he thought, to most of the people now connected with the
institution, This was especially pertinent just now, inasmuch as
the Trustees have appointed Dr. Goodspeed to be the historian of the in-
stitution and historical material would be of present importance.

Without consenting to do what Dr. Judson asked, I set about
collecting together and arranging in order of dates all of the written
material which I could find, I gathered together, in the first place,
all the letters in Mr. Rockefeller, Senior's files, bearing upon the
institution, covering a period three years previous to his first pledge
and three years later. It will be seen that the drag-net was ample to
gather in all the material, both before and after the founding of the
institution, which could bear upon that event, I found Mr. Rockefeller's
files extremely rich in material and the chain of correspondence
practically continuous and forming a continuous history. I then se-—
cured the files of the American Baptist Education Society, of which I
was the Corresponding Secretary from 1888 to 1892 and which was the
agency which actually conducted the work of founding the institution,
your father being the largest contributor. All this material, cover-
ing all the letters received by me and practically all sent by me, I
also arranged in order of dates., By the kindness of Dr. Goodspeed, who
had access to Dr. Harper's files, I also secured copies of all Dr. Harp-
erfs correspondence which was connected with the institution during this
period.s Dr. Henry L. Morehouse, who was actively interested though
not formally an agent in establishing the institution, also furnished me
everything from his files. Dr. T. W. Goodspeed also, who first called
your father's attention seriously to the importance of founding an in-
stitution at Chicago and seems to have convinced him that it was his
duty to take a considerable share in bringing it about, furnished me
copies of all his correspondence, both what he received and what he
wrote,

These were the five agencies who had to do with actually bring-
ing about the institution., They lived in separate cities, the work
was done by correspondence, and the actual development of the embryonic
institution in the minds of Mr. Rockefeller and hisassociates is here
quite clearly portrayed.

I have caused 811 &f this correspondence to be copied in three
sets, all of which were arranged accurately in order of date. These
three sets, so arranged, are deposited, one in the files of the Univers-
ity of Chicago, one I herewith present to you, and the third I have
kept for myself and my children. The originals of these letters are with
their repeciive owners. All the correspondence of your father
in this office has been collected by itself from the general files,
and with these copies of the entire correspondence I hand you herewith
the originals, gathered from wide sources in your files, for such per-
manent disposition as you may wish to order.

Very truly yours,

Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr. / FeTeGe /signed
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Thomas Waekefield Goodspeed, D. D. born Glens Falls, N.Y. in
1842. gtudied in the Old University of chicago/SQ-/ﬁz; graduated
University of Rochester 1863; Rochestsr Theological Seninary 1866,
After various Western pastorates became Secretary and financisl repre=
sentative of The Baptist Union Theological Seminary, then at Morgan
Park, I1l, 1876 to 1869, 1In this relatiom Mr, John D. Rockefeller bvcacec
a frequent benefactor of that institutien whepe esteem and confidence
Dr. Goodspeed won and maintained from 1889 onward. pr. Goodspeed®'s
life history is interwoven with that of the University of Chicago.,
What Mr. Rockefeller thought of Dr. Goodspeed what his associates:
lir. Gates and Dr. Harper thought of him, what Dr. A, H. Strong and
the Baptist Donominam, for which Dr. Stroang may well bhe taken

as spokesman, will duly appear from time to time in the correspondence
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Thenas Wakefield Goodspesd, D. D. born Gless Palls, WY, in
1842, gtudied in the 01d University of ghicago ’5%33; graduated
University of lochsster 1863; Rocheostar Thmldgiaal Beuinary 1866,

After various Westsrn pastorates bescaus Secretary und financial reprew
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Park, 111, 1876 to 1869. I this relation Mr, Jobn D. Rockefeller e ot
a frequent bensfaetor of ihat institutien, zﬂn ‘esteem und confidence
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Dr. Goodspeed to lMr. Rockefeller: April 7, 1886.

"Your favor is at hand. We are gratified to receive this
new evidence of your interest. Prof. Harper has been entirely open
with Dr. Northrup and me in regard to the Yale College matter. They
have been working to secure him for a year or more and have finally
decided to establish a new profececorship for him and endow it with
$80,000. and are urging him to authorize them to say that he will =me-
cept the appointment. It is a very high compliment to him and we
fear that he will feel that he must accept it. We have said and
done all we could to hold him here, for we cannot yet spare him, IHis
going would be a very great loss to us. Dr. Northrup says he has
greater capabilities than any man he knows and feels very deeply that
it would be a great calamity to have him separated from the work of
the denomination and lost to its service. He thinks there is more
outecome in parper for our denominational educational work than in
any other man in the country. He is now, at 30 years of age, the
universally recognized leader of work in his department. He is not
only a scholar, but a leader, an organizer, an administrator and ie
easily firet and chief in all these directions. He has immense ca-
pacity for work and for bringing things to pass. He is now teaching
1000 men by correspondence. He has organized the Hebrew professors
of all the Seminaries of the country and is conducting six Sunmer
Schools of Hebrew, with three professors, many of them eminent men,
working under him. We feel that our denomination cannot afford to
lose such a man.

"This feeling and the present exigeney have led Dr. Northrup
and me to take very decided action during the past four days. We
have prepesed to Dr. Harpezﬁo assume the Presidency of our wrecked
and ruined University and reestablish it here at Morgan Park, re=-
taining the oversight of the Department of Hebrew in the Seminary.
The suggestion has taken a strong hold on him and if he had some assur=
ance of help he would not hesitate to do it. Dr. N. and I have felt
go strongly on the matter that we arranged a meeting today with pr.
Smith of the Standard Dr. Lorimer and Dr. Hemnson and laid the
whole case before them. They greeted the suggestion with inestant
and great enthusiasm. They are the men who must take the initiative
in any new movement and they will carry great weight with all our
people.

"The o0ld University propesty will be surrendered to the credi=-
tors, a new Board organized and a new University established. Twenty
acres have been offered here at Morgan Park for a site and twenty
acres additional to be =0ld or used as may be most useful. There is
a profound interest felt by very meny Western men in the reectablish-
ment of the University. The time has come, we believe, when: the
hope of saving the old property has been generally given up, and when a
feasible plan of reestablishing the work in a new location will be
welconed.,
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ez April 7,1886.

"We, who are connected with the Seminary, feel that the destruc-
tion of the University would be an unspeakable calamity, that this great
centre is the place above all others for building up a great and
powerful University. We believe thisg feeling is very general and
a clesarcut, practicable plan, with a competent leader, would be hailed
with interest by the denomination and receive liberal cooperation,

We believe that it would be wise to have our college and seminary near
each other and that this suburban location, 12 wmiles from the centre
of Chicago is better than a location inside the city. The city is
growing this way very rapidly and we are really now only six miles out
from its thickly settled parts,

"This question of the loeation however is not the important
one in our minds. The great thing is to save our Educational work,
The circumstances seem to me to point to Dr. Harper as the providential
men. Yale is pressing him for a decisive answer. They have just
written urging him to accept within 20 days. We feel that matters
are in very critieal shape. We want to save him to our denominational
work ( and to the Seminary as far as possible) and we want to save our
University and reestablish it. We knew that he has all the qualifi-
cations to lead in this work, immense capacity for work, great abil-
ities as a scholar, boundless courage, euminent gifts as anspgganizor
and administrator, fitness for reaching men and securing thia confidence
and help and a born teachsr, who can call students about him and
command their love and admiration and get all the work our of them
of which they are capable. He would make a live institution and in
a few years crowd it with students.

"We feel tremendously in earnest in thic matter. We could
easily excuse ourselves and say "we ars only responsible for the Semin=-
ary and others muet look after the University". But we are not able
to do this, and feel as great an anxiety about our University work as
about the Seminary. Indeed the University is necessary to train stu=
dents for us. We are getting our own work on solid ground and we
cannot sit down and congratulate ourselves and see the University
perish.

"I should not have thought of writing all thie had not your
letter come at just this time. But your expression of interest
has led me to feel that I ought to state the whole case to you. I
fear we are certain to lose Dr. Harper, unless he can see that by re-
meining here he can do this great service to the denomination. He is
a man of such varied attainments and great capacity that he needssome
large work like this to do. Our Seminary can no more hold him long
within ite limite than your first Refinery could hold you,= if you will
pardon the comparison. He had an internal and irrepressible call to
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#3: April 17,1886,

leadership. He certainly has a great future. We must, if possible,
lead him to devote his life to the sefvice of our own denominatioen,

He is only 30 years o0ld and what may he not do for us and for this
cause of Christ. We have not so many men of eminent abilitiee that
we can spare such a man to Yale and the gongregationaliste. I do not
believe you will give your money to help them to draw him away from us.
If you will forgive me I think I can promise never to write so long

a letter again.

"Some decisive action ie likely to be taken here within’two
weeke, and we believe that if Dr. Harper can see some hope of a success=
ful beginning he will remain and undertake this new work and con-
tinue to have the oversight and direction of our Departuent of He=
brew.

"You understand that thies University is etill going on. It
has a good faculty and 125 students. The new thinge required are a
new Board and a new location and a new President. Then this work can
go right on next year, so that the life of thies institution will con=-
tinue. I think a building can be provided. If $10,000. a year
for three years could be assurede Work would be at once coumenced
on sscuring an endowment. This is the plan: as it now liee in our
minds .

"I do not write this to suggeet anything on your part, in
any remote way even, but to indicate to you the exact state of the
case, I do not in any way represent the University, but am do=
ing the best work I can for the Seminary.

"Grateful alweys to you, I am".







lir. Rockefeller to nr. Geodapeed: April 13th,1886,
"Yours of 7th duly receiveds I should regret to have ur,
Harper leave the Seminary, I really do not know what to ;ky about the
University, I realize of course it is de.irabie, very, for the Semin=
ary to have it enntiau,ed :
"If it were decwed desirable, in erdsr to hold ir, Harper,
to increase his salary, I would make a special centributiema for that
object, joining with ethers. ¥rom all T hear frou you and others,

should say, emphatically we ought to keep hinm".







Mr. Rockefsller to pr. Goodspeed: April 13th,1886,
"Yours of 7th duly receiveé. I should regret to have lir,
Harper leave the Seminary. 'I really do not know what to day about the
University. I realize of course it is desgirable, very, for the Semine
ary to have it continue,
"If it were decmed desirable, in order to hold lr. Harper,
to increass his salary, I would make a special centribution for that
object joining with otherse From all I hear from you and others

should say emphatically we ought to keop him".







Dr. Goodspeed to kr. Rockefellert April 2253886,

"Your favor cams duly to hand. We appreciate your offer to
join with others in adding to prof. Harper's salary. That however
would not hold him here. We pay hin §8,000. Yale offered him
$4,000, But it ie not the increased pay thai drewe him. I have
never known & more unselfish nan or ene less anxious for money. It
ie not more money he wantg. We will not therefore avail ocurselves
of your kind proffer.

"The University Board met yesterday and appointed a committee
to confer with Dr, Harper as to the Presidency, At hie request, I
met them with him this afternoon. Thoy assure him that if he will age
cept he will be elected.

"During the past week he has received from one to three letters
from Yale representatives daily urging him to give them authority to
say fiat he will accept thejposition they offer hims They have now
telegraphed him to coms to New York and sent him pueses, He feels that
he muet go and soe them and has gone tonight.

“Dr, Horthrup and I have ineisted that he ghould call on you
and explain certain newspapsr reports that have appeared. It has
been reported here that samepne has offered to advance 150 or §200,000.
to redeem the University property and some reporter has guessed that
you are the man. I hope I do not need to assure you that we have made
no uge of yowr name exgept that when the matter came uwp in our own
executive committee I read your two letters, We do not know what you
may have sesn or heard, but we have asked Dr, Harper to call on you and
he hagd promised o do so on kHonday. I hepe you will be zble to gee him
and will do “$h the service to encourage him mot to leave the Seminary,
We can't afford to let him go and for this reason among others have
urged the claime of the University on him, We believe he ie the uman of
all others to mave and restors and mnke it a great institutien,

"But I began to write for the purposze of assuring you that
we have no direct or indirect connestion with the statements published
sonnscting your name with the University, They have emanated from the
ination of reporters, One paper published an interview with pre.
Northrup and Harper and the fact was that neither of them had sver
geen him or had said anything put inte their wmouths to anyone whate
ever. 1 am, as ever",







Dr. Goodspeed to lir. Rockefeller: April 22,1386,

"Your favor came duly to hand. We appreciate your offer to
joim with others in adding to prof. Harper's salary. That however
would not hold him here. We pay him $3,000. Yale offered him
$4,000, But it ie not the increased pay that drawe him. I have
never known a more unselfish man or one less anxious for money. It
ie not more woney he wante. We will not therefore avail ourselves
of your kind proffer.

"The University Board met vesterday and appointed a committee
to confer with Dr. Harper as to the Presidency. At his request, I
met them with him this afternoon. They assure him that if he will ace
cept he will be elected.

"During the past week he has received from one to three letters
from Yale representatives daily urging him to give them authority to
gay that he will accept thqﬂbosition they offer him. They have now
telegraphed him to come to New York and sent him passes. He feels that
he mist go and see them and has gone tonight.

"Dr. Northrup and I have incisted that he should call on you
and explain certain newspaper reports that have appeared. It has
been reported here that somqbne has offered to advance 150 or $200,000,
to redeem the University property and some reporter has guessed that
you are the man. I hope I do not need to assure you that we have made
no use of your name execept that when the matter came up in our own
executive committee I read your two letters. We do not know what you
wmey have sesn or heard, but we have asked Dr. Harper to call on you and
he has promised to do so on lMonday. I hope you will be able to see him
and will do “§# the service to encourage him not to leave the Seminary,
We can't afford to let him go and for this reason among others have
urged the claime of the Univereity on him. We believe he is the man of
all others to save and restore aand make it a great institution.

"But I began to write for the purpose of assuring you that
we have no direct or indirect connection with the statements published
connecting your name with the University. They have emanated from the
imagination of reporters. One paper published an interview with pre,
Northrup and Harper and the fact was that neither of them had ever
geen him or had said anything 'put into their uouths to anyone what-
ever. I am, as ever",







Mr. Rockefeller to Dr. Geedspeeds April 27th,1886,

"Yours of 22nd at hand. prefessor yarper was here yesterday,
and says he will not reach a final decisiem uatil he sces you and
the ethor friends of the Semdnary.

"I said all I could with a view to have him remain with us,
and shall regret wuch if he does not, but I fear he will mot.

"I had no idea that the statements in the papers in regard

te the interview referred to were correct,"







lire Rockefeller to pr. Goodspesd: April 27th,1886,

"Yours of 22nd at hand. Professor parper was here yesterday,
and says he will not reach a final decisiom until he sees you and
the other friends of the Seminary.

"1 said all I could with a view to have him remsin with us,
and shall regret much if he does not, but I fear he will not.

"I had no idea that the statements in the papers in regard

to the interview referred to were correct.”







Dr. Goodspeed to yrs Rockefellor: May 7,1886,

"Your last letter came duly to hand, Prof, Harper has de-
clined the Presidency of the University and seems abeut decided to go
to Yale theugh it is net impossible that we way psrsuade him to re=
maine If he goes, we hops to make an arrangewent with him to spend
a month or more here each ysar to do us some important service in
his department.

"The project te pay $300,000. within fifteen months to re-
deem the University property seems te many of our past-ox:*nd ablest
brethern impracticable, I hope it is possible but fear mot, pr,
Harper does not feel that he can afferd to risk so doubtful an exe
periuent®™,

XX XX XXXXXXX







Dr. Goodspeed to yr. Rockefeller: May 7,1886,

"Your last letter came duly to hands  Prof, Harper has de-
clined the Presidency of the University and seems about decided to go
to Yale though it is not impossible that we may persuade him to ree
main. If he goes, we hope to make an arrangement with him to spend
a month or meore here each year to do us some important service in
his department.

"The project to pay $300,000. within fifteen months to re=
deem the University property seems to many of our pmstors and ablest
brethern impracticable, I hope it is possible but fear not, pr.
Harper does not feel that he can afford to risk so doubtful an ex=
periment".

XX XXXXXXXXX







Dr. Goodspeed to jr. Bockefsller: June 10th,1886.

"I am in receipt this morning of an official communication,
asking me if I will accept the Presidency of Kalamazoo College and
assuring me that I will be elected at the Annual Meeting of the
Board Tuesday next, if I willjaccept the appointment, I have not
made an effort direct or indirect to secure this position. Indeed
I have known that my name was being considered for only a few days.

"I am greatly perplexed and embarrassed, being just in the
midst of the effort to sscure our buildings. We have secured
#lO,SOO. in good subscriptiens and I have evsry reason to bslieve
we shall succeed. It has been my intentioen to leave the service
of the Seminary after carrying this effort to success. What the
result will be if I stop my work in Sept, I do not know. I owe
something to the Seminary and to you who have so generously aided
me in my work.

"I owe also duties to my faewdby and umyself. My work
here would terminate in any event during the coming year, The
opening now presented to me is attrattive and invites me to an ime
portant and responsible position, Kalamazoo has 144 students, three
buildings and $114,000. endowment and no debts, It is the best
Baptist College West of Granville. If I should do a suceessful work
it would give me important and useful service during the rest of my
working life,

"But if my acceptance of this new work leads to the defeat
of the present important effort to put the Seminary en its feet,
I shall be very sorry indeed and it is this which troubles me and
causes me to hesitate, The Committee urge me very strongly to
assure them that I will accept the positioen, This I have declined
bo do and shall do nothing till I havs conferred with our Faculty
and Board.

"I write you because I do not feel at liberty to go further
without letting you know how the case stands, IfI feel that T must
improve this opportunity, I trust you will deal with the seminary
as kindly and gensrously as you have done hitherte, If I could see
these buildings go up, I could leave my work more happily. Work
is begun on the Library, but the other building is needed even more,
I do not write to trouble you for an answer but to satisfy myself",







Dr. Goodspeed to yr. Bockefeller: June 10th,1886.

"I am in receipt this neraing of am efficial communicatien,
asking me if I will accept tho Presidency of Kalamazoo College and
assuring se that I will be elected at the Annual Meeting of the
Board Tuesday next, if I willdaccept the appelmtment, I have not
aade an effort direct or indirect to secure this pesition. Indeed
I have known that my name was being considered for only a few days.

"I am greatly perplexed and embarrassed, being just in the
midet of the effert to secure our buildings. TWe have secured
$10,500, in good subscriptieme and I have every reasen to believe
we ghall suceeed, It has been my intentien to leave the service
of the Semdnary after carrying this effert to sucoess., What the
result will be if I stop my work in Sept, I ¢o not kmow, I owe
comething to the geuwinary and to you who have so genereusly aided
me in my work,

"I owe ulso duties to my &o&hyzmd myself, iy werk

here would terminate in any event during the couing year, The
eponing now presented to me is attractive and iavites me to an im-
portant and responsible position, 'Kalamazoo has 144 students, three
buildings and $114,000. endowsent und ne debts, It is the best
Baptist Collage West of Graaville, If I should do u successful work
it would glve me important and useful service during the rest of uy
working life,

"But if my acceptance of this mew werk leads to the defeat
of the present important effort te put the gseminary en its feet,
I shall be very sorry indeed and it is this which troubles me and
causes ume to hesitate. The Committee urge me very strongly te
aspsure them that I will aceept the positien. This I have declined
bo do and shall do notiing t3ill T have conferred with our Faculty
and Board.

“I write you because I do not fesl at liberty to go further
without letting you know how the case stands, IfI feel that I must
improve this opportunity, I trust you will deal with the geminary
as kindly and genereusly as vou have dons hitherte, If I could see
these buildings go up, I could leave my work mere happily. Work
is begun on the Library, but the other building is needed sven more,
I do not write to trouble you for an answer but teo satisfy myself",
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