¥r. Rockefeller to Dr. Goodspeed: June 14th,1886,
i

"Yours 10th at hand and I regret much to see that your
propose to leave the Seminary, What will they do ? It had never
occurred to me but that you and the other stand-bys were permanent
thers and that in contributing to the Theological Seminary I was
placing money whers it wouldlremain doimg good for ages; but what
is to be the outcome of a change of aduinistration ? I cannot advise
you, I do not know what is best, but I am anxious in respect to the
future of the Seminary and by no msan ummindful of yours. I have
felt great confidence in you and it will take some time to adjust my=
self to any change. I trust that what is done will prove to be for
the Seminary and yourself the very best thing., , I shall be very happy
to receive your advices that you decide to stay."

Editor's note: The editor desires to call the reader's
attention hers to the extraordinarily fine balancing of this letter,
While Mr. Rockefellsr clearly intimates his disappointment that Dr.
Goodspeed is to go away he is yet a diplomat far too experienced
to permit himselif to use such language as might later justify pr,
Goodspeed in basing appeals for contributions to the Seminary on any
present urgencies of lir. Rockefeller that he tie| his own future to
the seminary,

The editor has introduced letters of Mr. Rockefeller here and
there that are not stricfly germain to the present material in order
that the reader may dis the extraordinary alertness of his mind
and his skill in balancimg phrasing. T imtroduce these two letters
from pr. Goodspeed of June 15th, 1886,
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from pr, Goodspeed of June 15¢th, 1886.







Dr, Goodepoad o  », Rockefsllers June 15,1886,

“On such reflectien as I have basa sble %o @lve to the matter
I bave felt that I sould not leave the Seudaary until T bad carried
Lo suseass the undertaking your kindness has sode possible. I have
felt that X ewed this to you and to the werk to wileh ¥ huve put ay
hand and hawve dec ined to permit tis mlmm gormdtton to use wy
N

"Mrs Blake and kire Holdsn felt that uy cervices vere sssential
to our sucesss, It so looked teo ue aleo and I therafors resaln, I
oould not got the consent of wy consclence to go",







Dr. Goodspeed to ' r. Rockefeller: June 15,1886,

"On such reflectiom as I have been able to give to the matter
I have felt that I could not leave the Sewinary until I had carried
to success the undertaking your kindness has made possible. I have
felt that I owed this to you and to the work to which I have put iy
hand and have decliined to permit the galamazoo Committee to use my
name.

"Mr. Blake and Mr. Holden felt that wy services were essential
to our success., It so looked to me also and I therefore remain, I

could not get the consent of my conscience to go",







Dr, Goodspeed to lir. Rockefellers June 15,1886,

"I wrote you this uorning of uy decision te remain here, Since
then your letter of yssterday has reached me, I aum deeply touched
by your kind exprescions of interest and confidence, They lead me teo
feel more fully satisfied that I have done rights I cannot altogether
regret that this question of remeval has been thrust upon me (for I
did not seck it) because it has revealed to me the place I held in
the confidence of the Board. They have so spoken of iy service that
I shull go on with my diffieult and trying work with new satisfactien
and naw purpose,

"The more I reflscted on the matter, the more clear it became
te we that I could not in good conscience leave the Sewinary at this
importent erisis., I felt that I owed it to you :te complete what you
have enabled me te begin o hopefully and that I owed it to the
Seminary to carry through the werk that promises to do se mueh for
wts future, Our success will wholly change its outlook for the better,

"I must assure you that our Board are of ene heurt and one
mind, pr. Harper's going and wmy thought of gedng were not the result
of any differencss, Drs, Nerthrup and parper and myself have always
sustained the clesest and most cordial relatiens,

"Thore is everything sncouraging in our outleok if we succeed
in our present undertaking and that we shall do if hard work cun ae~
complish it, The enly thing we need is money to enable us to
build hore the largest eof all owr Sewinariess If we are patient
and wise and laberious that will come in tine, With warm thanke
for your kind expressiens, I remain",







Dr. Goodspeed to lir. Rocksfellers: June 15,1886,

"I wrote you this morning of wmy decision to remain here.  Since
then your letter of yesterday has reached me. T am deeply touched
by your kind expressions of interest and confidence, They lead me te
feel more fully satisfied that I have done right. I cannot altogether
regret that this question Bf removal has been thrust upon me (for I
did not seek it) because it has revealed to me the place I hold in
the confidence of the Boards They have so spoken of my service that
I sh:ll go on with my difficult and trying work with new satisfactien
and new purpose.

"The more I reflected on the matter, the more clear it became
to me that I could not in good conscience leave the Seminary at this
important crisis. I felt that I owed it to you. to complete what you
have enabled me to begin =so hopefully and that I owed it to the
Seminary to carry through the work that premises to do so much for
ots future, Our success will wholly change its outlook for the better,

"I must assure you that our Board are of one heart and one
mind. pre. Harper's going and my thought of going were not the result
of any differences, Drs. Northrup and garper and myself have always
sustained the closest and most cordial relatiens,

"There is everything encouraging in our outlook if we succeed
in our present undertaking and that we shall do if hard work can ace
complish it, The only thing we need is money to enable us to
build here the largest of zll our Sewminaries. If we are patient
and wise and laborious that will come in time. With warm thanks
for your kind expressions, I remain”,







Dr. Goodspeed o iir. Rockefellers June 16,1886,

"Aftor writing you yesterdsy I was astoniched by a telegran
from yalamgoo, stating that they had olected me wanimouely and aske
ing we to come and vow them todays I had written them positively
that I ecould not and woudd not leave here for a year at least and
thnt I conuld not permit them to uee ny names I ean only suppose
that they have caught at the statement that I am held here for a
yoar and have supposed that I gould come to them at the end of that
tiges I had however wholly dismissed the uatter from py mind and
euppoged it endeds I have declined to go to Ke teday and wntil new
1igh® dawms on uy ndnd shall degline to consider their proposals.

*I am happy in my relatisne horey although there ie nmch that
ie unpleasant in my work of asking men for moneys, I an more intere
estad in our educational work hare than in anything slse. Hyery
in our outlock for the seminary is hopefid, exeept the condition of
our university. lothing hopeful hag yet trasspired in regard to that,
Ite destruction will be an uwnmixed e¢alemitys DBut if the present
university is destroyed another muet be foumded and will be, This
great canter is the place of all sthere in the world to build a great
Baptist Universitys If present efforte fail n new movewent will
be begun next years The beginning will be swall, but if wisely con=
dusted it will be mucgeseful, The sfiool will grow and in the
course of tize it gan be wmade the squal of Yale and Harvard. We
have not the money and canmot get the woney to bulld a great school
in the city. parveard has 100 acres of land and 40 buildings. Out=
side Chicago, but near enough lands oau be got for mothing , A bullde
ing srected without coet in whioh to begin and & start made with little
BXPINLO,. There ic sonoy among our Western naptists for such an
undertakings Ve noad here a college. The mewinary needs it. Our
cause needs it and I cannot but believe it ie gertain to come, This
ie one of the eoleuents that enters into my wish to remmin here though
I way never have any connesction with the new movement.

' : '.,tthia to you because ths time is eoning when thise
will be a uving question and when I hope you will feel that you can
take it into your heart and your pluns, pardon me fosr writing of
what does not iumwediately concern me and of intemeete that do not at
present exist. But you have given me some meapure of confidence ansl
I spoak to you frankly of what ie in uy heart, #hat I write calls
for ne responee, but I hope you will not be wnwilling to permit ue to
gay a worll from time to time of the hopes of thoee who camnot w
1y let our ymiversity diefwithout mking an sffort to rebuild it mw
better auspicss.

¥uy interest in the seminary would be opurious and false if
I did not foel as deop an interest in o University im this great cen-
tral point.







#as June 16,1886,

"But the time has notfyet come to consider these things. I
have now just one thing o do and to that exclusively I shall give
my heart and hands,

¥l thought it nacessary to write thie lettsr because you
might see a notice of the actien at xelamagoe and think I had not
been entirely frank with you. That aection was wholly without warrant
and surprises and perplexes and dizfiubs me. I am, as ever".
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Dr. Goodspeed to kir. Rockefeller: June 16,1386.

"After writing you yesterday I was astonished by a telegram
from galamazoo, stating that they had elected me unanimously and ask=
ing me to come and see them today. I had written them positively
that I could not and would not leave here for a year at least and
that I could not permit them to uese my name. I can only suppose
that they have caught at the statement that I am held here for a
year and have supposed that I could come to them at the end of that
time. I had however wholly dismissed the matter from my mind and
supposed it ended. I have declined to go to K. today and until new
lighl dawne on my mind shall decline to consider their proposals.

"I am happy in my relations here;’although there is much that
is unpleasant in my work of agking men for money. I am more inter=-
ested in our educational work here than in anything else. Everything
in our outlook for the seminary is hopeful, except the condition of
our university. Nothing hopeful has yet transpired in regard to that.
Ite destruction will be an unmixed calamity. But if the present
university is destroyed another must be founded and will be., This
great center is the place of all others in the world to build a great
Baptist University. If present efforts fail a new movement will
be begun next years The beginning will be small, but if wisely con=
ducted it will be successful. The sfBool will grow and in the
course of time it can be made the equal of Yale and Harvard. Ve
have not the money and cannot get the monsey to build a great school
in the city. narvard has 100 acrss of land and 40 buildinge. Out-
gide Chicago, but near emough lands can be got for nothing . A build-
ing erected without cost in which to bagin and a start made with little
gxpsnse. There is money among our Western paptiste for such an
undertaking. We need here a collsge. The seminary needs it. Our
cause neede it and I cannot but believe it ie certain to come. This
is one of the elemente that enters into wy wish to remain here though
I may never have any connection with the new movement.

"I write this to you because the time ie coming when this
will be a living question and when I hope you will feel that you can
take it into your heart and your plans. rardon me fog*writing of
what does not immediately concern me and of interests that do not at
present exist. But you have given me some measure of confidence and
I speak to you frankly of what is in my heart. What I write calls
for no response, but I hope you will not be unwilling to permit me to
gay a wordd from time to time of the hopes of those who cannot willing-
ly let our yniversity dieﬁwithout meking an effort to rebuild it under
better auspices.

"My intorest in the seminary would be spurious and false if
I did not feel as deep an interest in a University in this great cen=-
tral point.







ffas June 16,1886,

"But the time has notfyet come to consider these things. I
have now just one thing to do and to that exclusively I shall give
my heart and hands.

"I thought it necessary to write thie letter because you
might see a notice of the action at xalamazoo and think I had not
been entirely frank with you. That aetion was wholly without warrant
and surprises and perplexes and distfibs me. I am, 28 ever".













Mr. Rockefeller to pr. Goodspeed: June 17th,1886,

"I am in receipt of your three letters and am very glad
you aee going to remain, I hope it will prove to be the best thing

for you in the end as well as for our common interests".







Dr. Goodspeed to Dr.Harper, September 17, 1886.

"Your kind letter is at hand. I am very grateful
to you for your generous invitation, but as the

University professors will carry the Freshman class
' ar and the boyes are so young and also

because I find myself extraordinarily poor this year
we have decided to keep the boys here. Another year,
if our plaps miscarry here, we may ask you to give
us the opportunity you now so kindly offer us.

I velievef we might reestablish the University
here at Morgan Park, if we could find the man to lead
the enterprise, but I do not know where he is. That
is now the most important and difficult thinge. The
wrong man will wreck the movement. The right man
could make it successful.

I feel that we must not make a start till we
get such a proposition from the company here as will
enable us to go before the public with an appeal
only for endowment. We cannot afford to begin with
appreals for current expenses or buildings and
exhaust our resources of help @n these things. The
Company will give us 15 or 20 acres for a campus
and the Ladi®8College and Mr. Walker will give $5,000.
toward a building. They will perhaps also give us
an interdst in the sale of the 100 acres of land
around the campus, but I want not only Mr. Walker's
$5,000. toward a new building but enough more to
erect the building. If we can get this, we could
then secure $100,000. of endowment before opening
next September-if we could find the man to raise the
money. ;

The breakdown has come a year too soon for me
to take it in hand. Had it come a year later, and
the general voice called me to undertake the work
of establishing and organizing the new enterprise
I would gladly do ity and spend three years in
getting ready for you to take the Presidency."

"I trust you will be happy and successful in your
work, but hold yourself ready to return here some
time as President of a new University." i







Dre J. A. Smith to Dr. Harper, September 20, 1886.

"Most profoundly do I wish you were with us now! What
a mistake we made - a characteristic blunder - when we put
it out of your power to do otherwise than leave us. We
need you, and could open to you a door such as no Yale
professorship could ever equal; for it is almost cqrtain
that the great Baptist university of this country, at least
of the West, is to be at Morgan Park."
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Dr. Northrup to Dr. Harper, Cotober 2, 1886.

PO OB LDO LB OOV BEO IR IOENIILDOEBOREDIPOT OB EDPREONIREES

OBV REBSLBUBIT L BBOBENEELEE

I think we shall start a Baptist University at the
Park. We expeet to get a8 & proposition from the Land
Company «

1. A ecampus of 20 acres.

2« A building

3+ The building of the Ladies' College in two or
three years. ' ' ;

4s A certain interest in the sale of 100 aeres just
West of the proposed University Campus. The only point

of doubt is the second one - the putting up a new building.

The University Academy in the city starts off with
40 students." ¢

‘CQ"’..‘Q.!‘...."Q.....Q‘Q’U0‘...‘...".....0.0.







Dr. Goodspeod to kr. Rockefellers Des. 28,1886,

XXX XXXXEX XX

*If you will give me your permiseion to do vo, I would like
%o lay before you the proffers we have for a new University at this
point and to ask you to censidor the question of alding in ite es=
tablishuwent. It lies very near the hearte of some of us herg, but
I will not approach you with it without your consent.,”

g ".:ﬂ







Dr. Goodspeed to lir. Rockefeller: Dec. 28,1386,

XXX XX XXXXX

"If you will give me your permission to do £0, I would like
to lay before you the proffers we have for a new University at this
point and to ask you to consider the question of aiding in its es-
tablishment. It lies very near the hearts of some of us herg, but
I will not approach you with it without your consent."







Hr. Rockefeller to Dr. Goodspeed: Docember 81,1886,

"Yours 28th at hands There is hardly a chance thet I could
give the loast encourmgeient for assistance in respsct to the uni=
varsity, but I will carefully read the comswnioation you suggest,

1 am ploased to note the progrese of the work at the seminary ",

XXX AREXXXXXR







lir. Rockefeller to Dr. Goodspeed: December 31,1386,

"Yours 28th at hand. There is hardly a chance that I could
give the least encourggement for assistance in respect to the uni-

versity, but I will
I am pleased to note

carefully read the communication you suggest,
the progress of the work atdthe geminary ".

XX X X X X'X XX X







Dr. Goodspeed to Mr. Rockefeller: April 7, 1886.

"Your faver is at hand. We are gratified to receive this
new evidence of your intereet. Prof. Herper hoe beem entirely openm
with Drr. Northrup and me in regard to the Yale College matter, They
have besn working to secure him for a year or more and have finally
decided to eetablieh a new profeseorship for him and endow it with
§80,000, and are urging him to avthorize them to say that he will me=
¢ept the appointment. It ie & very high compliment to him and we
fear that he will feel that he must acecept it. We have paid and
dene all we could to hold him hers, for we cannot yet spere him, His
going would be a very yreat loss to uss Dr, Horthrup says he has
greater capabilities tham any wan he knows and feele very deeply that
it would be a great calamity to heve him separated from the work of
the denomination and lumt to ite service. e thinkg there is more
outcome in parper for our denominational educationsl work than in
any other wan in the country. He is now, at 30 years of age, the
universally recogniszed lsader of work im hie department. He is not
only a scholar, but a leader, an organizer, an adminigtrator and is
eagily first and chief in all these directione. He has im:ense ca=~
pgeity for work and for bringing things to passs: He ie now teaching
1000 men by correspondence. He has organized the Hebrew professors
of all the Seminaries of the country and is condusting eix Summer
Schools of Hebrew, with lerocprofessors, many of them eminent men,
working under him. We feel that our denomination eannot afford to
lose guch a man. :

¥This feeling and the present exigency have led pr. Northrup
and me to thke very decided action during the peet four deys. We
have propoged to Dr. Harperfio assume the Presidency of our wrecked
and ruined University and reestablish it here at Lorgan Park, re=
taining the oversight of the Department of Hebrew in the Seminary,
The suggestion has takeh a strong hold on him and if he had some assure
anee of help he would not hesitate to do it. ' Dr. N. and I have felt
g0 strongly on the matter that we arranged a meeting today with pr.
Smith of the Standardy Dr. Lerimer and Dr. Henson and laid the
whole ease before them., They greeted the suggestion with inetant
and great enthusiasm. They are the men who pugt take the imitiative
in any new wovement and they will carry great weight with all our
peopla.

"The old Univereity property will be surrendered to the ecredi-
tors, a new Board organized and a« new University established. Twenty
acres have been offered here at lMorgan Park for a site and twenty
acres additional to be =old or used ae zay be most useful, There is
a profound interest felt by very wany Western wmen in the reestablishe
went of the University., The time has came, we believs, whenithe
hope of saving the old preperty has been gensrally ghven up, and when a
feasible plan of reestablishing the work in & new loeatien will be
welcomed,

BB
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