Dec. 7, 1888 |

Dr. Goodspeed to Mr. Gates:

"I am moved to write you by a letter from Dr. Harper. Dr.
Strong and Dr. Galusha Anderson seem 0 ne to have got into their minds
a wholly erroneous impression which I hope you can reuwove from Dr. Strong's
mind. They seem to have the idea that the institution proposed for

Chicago is to be a great National Bap. University. It is the National
feature they object to. Dr. A, says if we have a National University,

Washington is the place. Strong seems to feel that it is his great
National University that is to be founded here or something that will
take its place.

"Now this is all wrong - an utter misconception. VWhat is
proposed, as I understand it is a University for the Weet, such as the
West needs and muet have, if possible. No wise and unselfish Baptist
can object to the location of such an institution here, But if we talk
of it as in any sense national we shall awaken widespread, general and
bitter hostility. I do not for a moment suppose that you gpeak of it
in this way. But some such idea is in Dr. Strong's mind, certainly in
G. Anderson's. But it is all wrong. We want only what is needed by
Chicago and the denomination in the West.

"We don't want the Great University Dr. S. has planned. I feed
just as strongly as he can that this is not the Place for that institu=

tion. This institution is not designed at all to take the place of
that; cannot come into competition with that, but is something wholly
different. I think you should state this to him in the strongest

terns, so strongly as to wholly allay his apprehensions. If I were in
your place I would lay myself out to do thise

"This institution will not call for any such sum of money from
lMr. R. as to delay his entrance into Strong's plans for a day.

"When these plans were communicated o me they received my warm
approval, I hope the time may come when they can be carried out and
if I can ever help them on I will do so. It ie the farthest thing from
our thought to get in Dr. Strong's way, to lay a straw in his way, and it
is my positive conviction that we shall not be doing it, if we realize all
we hope for him.

"I cannot but feel that if Dr. Strong antagonizes the movement for
the University here, he will assume a very grave responsibility, If he
ghould defeat us he will incur wide-reproach and tarnish his great reputa-
tion and do the denomination an incaleulable and irrewediable injury.

"I have heard of the Washington meeting with much gratification
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and through Dr. Smith of your work since that meetinge. May you have
wisdonm and grace to say to Dr. Strong the right thinge If you can win
him you will win the battle. Hie opposition is all I fear. If he
will give us his sympathy, if he will not discourage Mr. R., he will do
the denomination in the West an unspeakable service and win for himself
the gratitude of all our people.”







Dr. Goodspeed to Dr. Harper, December 7, 1888.

"Your letter is at hand. I am much gratified at the
action taken in Washington. What you write about G. A
fills me with astonishment and sorrow. It seems incredible
and monstrous. Is this the way he rewards the men who
always stood by him, Drs. N. & 8., Blake, and myself and
you? Can a man thus go back on all the claims and
professions he himself made for eight years, thus stultify
himself, thus convict himself of selfishness and a spirit
of revenge against innocent brethren for his own faildre?
Alas, alas. Cannot the man see that he is more likely
to forfeit the confidence of Mr. R. than to do anything
else? There ie no man who can more quickly detect a
delfish motive and a disingenuous c.§¥o of action. He
will see through this in a moment and withdraw his
confidence from a man who c¢an be guilty of such erookedness,
or I have failed to understand his character. I amol<
over this, for it has destroyed my own confidence in G.A.
1 am also very sorry that we are to have the oprosition
of A. & 8¢« I fear both have influence with lr. R. and
their determined hostility may hurt us. The only thing
that can prevent this is the transparency of their
motives. Their opposition is too thin. Its animus is
evident and ean, one would think, impose on no one. But
we are apparently in for a serious conflict. The
" encouraging thing is, that, aside from a few men who are
evidently moved by selfish and unworthy motives, publiec
opinion is practically unanimous on our side. Mr. R.
will doubtless see this and it will help us. But you
will need wisdom and grace to enable you to steer a
right csuse. I am quite content to leave the Presidency
question ‘Where it is till we have the main question
decideds It will, as you say, give you the immense
advantage of using all your influence and giving no one
a ehance to say that you are moved by selfish motives,
although no one who knows you would suspect you of that.

1 have tonight seen Dr. S. and N. and suggested to
Dre 5. to quote in next week's Standard some of G.i.'s
strong statements of five years ago in favor of a
Univereity in Chicago.

Dr. S. read me a letter from Gates which gave me
great satisfaction. He is evidently working in the right
line. I am very much pleased to hear from Dr. 8. that
Dr. Wood was so favorable and friendly. Altegether that
Washington meeting seems to me to have been a wonderful
meeting. I am very glad you went. I hope the time will
goon come when Mr. R. and Gates will meet. I think Nr.R.
will take to Mre. G. He is the kind of man who will
commend himself to Mr. R. and quickly win his way to his
confidences. And that will be a great point gained. If
you have another conference with him soon, if the way
opens, have Gates with you. He ought not to return VWest

till they have met.
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"I don't wish you to approve of those last suggestions
of mine to Nr. R. but if possible to get a better
proposition, when the decisive moment comes.

It occurs to me that both Strong and Anderson are
oppoeing a man of straw, something that we do not have
ip mind. They are opposing the establishment of a great

Baptist University here. That is not what we
are proposing, but a great Western University. Don't let
us make a mistake here. We can cormand all but
unanimous consent and approval for a Western University,
but if we talk about a ﬂg&;gga;_ﬂnggggiglx we shall
awaken widespread jealousy and opposition. This is a
big country and any locality that puts on siY¥s and
assumfes to be the centre of the whole country and talks
about its institution being E?&iﬂﬁﬂl will have every one
jumping on it. A University for the West, for the
Horthwest, is big enough for us. 7This is an important
pointy I am suree Plenty of men will oppose bitterly
the founding of a National University here. But no
man can oppose the planting of one here for the
Northwest without convicting himself of selfishness or
folly. We can carry the country for the one. We shall
carry no one for the othere And it is this apparently
that S. & A. are opposing. Let us take ground that no
one can honestly and wisely oppose. What the institution
we have in mind will become after you and I are gone no
man ean tell. Perhaps it will become far more than any
man now forsees, but we should think of it and talk of
it as the University of the Northwest or the West. Such
an one as this great region needs and not as the
National Baptist University or such an one as the
United States needs. If we claim everything we may
lose everything. If we are reasonably modest we may
gain all. 'The meek shall inherit the earth.’'

This you will see is consistent with all I have
written you and reflects what I meant in that Strong
letter.

The Kntiéhal Baptist University should have
$256,000,000. put into it at the outset.

We really need $8,000,000. for the institution I
have in mind here. But we cannot have just what we
would like. And since we cannot let us give brethren,
who have got it into their minds that we are plotting
to build an Oxford here, every assurance that they are
on the wrong track, and that we are really planning far
more moderately and modestly than they suspect.”







Dec. 8, 1888

Mr. Rockefeller to Dr. Northrup:

Acknowledges his letter of the 4th with thanks.
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Dr. Goodspeed to Dr. Harper, December 9, 1888,

"Dr. Northrup is writing to G. Anderson something
after this fashion. 'You will be interested in knowing
that we have some prospect of a new University for
Chicagoe« You gave years of service to this cause and
cannot fail to wish us success. The men here who always
stood faithfully by you, Blake, Dr. Smith, etec., are
the men who are now especially interested in this
undertakings What we shall get we don't know, but the
best thing we can. It may come in your way to speak a
zood word for us. We feel that our relations to you
have been such that we have a right to expect this from
yous We do not ask any active effort on your part,
but we want your sympathy and if opportunity offers
we ask you to encourage and commend the enterprise.’
The letter ie not yet written, but something like this
will be the drift of it I judge.

On Wednesday or Thursday Dr. Smith will write
saying that he understands from Dr. Ne that he has
written on the subject and that he feels moved to add a
line on hie own account. He will remind Dr. A. of the
way in which he always sustained him and made over to
him absolutely all the influenced of the Standard. He
will say that Dr. A. well knows that for many years the
establishment of a University here has been nearer to
his, Dr. Smith's, heart than anything else and that
now he counts confidently on Dr. A's sympathy, ete., etc.

These gentlemen, of course, will say all this far
better than I ean, but this will indicate to you the
line to be followed. :

If Dr. A. is prepared to break with them, the .
opportunity will be open to him. If he shrinks from
doing so, he will at least cease his opposition. There
will be no suggestion that they fear his opposition.
They will rather convey the impression that opposition
from him is impossible and incredible.

I thought this item would please you and possibly
relieve your mind a little, although I do not know that
you have any fears or doubts.

For my own part I am afraid to be too confident and
I hope and tremble. I pray daily and often many times a
day that you may have great wisdom. I quite agree with
you that we muest now simply wait and forbear to urge
Mr. Re in any way. I have said all I shall say until I
am asked to say mores. You have done all a man could do,
and we know that what is possible in the future yew.
will attempt and accomplish. We have entire confidence in
youp intentions and in your practical skill and wisdom."
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December 10, 1888,

Dr. Harper to Dr. Goodspeed:-

"four favor of the 7th inste reached me this morning,
I appreciate the points that you make. There is undoubtedly danger
of difficulty in the case of Strong and Anderson. (ates is in Roches=-
ter today. He spent yesteorday with me at Poughkecpsie. 1 did not
see Ur. Rockcfeller for we did not think it wise just now to push the
thing any further. He (Gates) will let me know at once the condition
of Strong's mind, for that is the purpose of his going there, Ar=
rangements have been made wiih all the papers North and South to come
out this week with editorials and articles, and public sentiment will
be worked up as rapidly as possible, I shall make an attempt to see
Mr. Rockefeller next Sunday or Saturday night and will get before him
the clippings from these paperss He has the thing in mind and is
thinking of it, and it will do no good to push it on him as vou say.
Landrum of Richmond declared that he told him he was going to give
fifteen huhdred thousand dollars, 1 do not think he ever said this,
but the fact that he said something that Landrum could understand to
be this is considerable. It seems he has talked with many others,
1 was glad to receive yesterday from Gates a message from Wood in waich
he expressed his regret for past hostility, and wished to be counted
as one of us in the effort to bring the univsrsity into good position.
Gatss will publish in the "Standard" within a short time opinions
from all the leading men. Two or threo things seam to be taking shape,
but of these I will speak again, 1 write hurriedly."

"N.B. == Your idea of a Western University father than a national
university is, 1 have no doubt, the correct one, and this is what we
are working for. The resolution of the Board of Trustees had the
word "national,” but 1 erased that so that there will be no ground
for trouble."
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Dr. Northrup to Dr. Harper, December 10, 1888.

C:r. A's letter turned out to be a privatolottof)
o Mr. Gates.

"Dr. Goodspeed read me your last letter in whiech you
indicate the nature of Dr. Anderson's letter to the Examiner.
Thinking that he might write to Mr. R. in a similar way
refleeting upon Chicago Baptists, or that like misrepresenta-
tions might reach him from some other quarter, I wrote the
enclosed letter. But upon reflection it occurred to me that
I might be a little too 'previocus' and so I concluded
to send the letter to you that you may make such use of it
as may seem beste. If you should happen to know that
representations had reached him such as these referred to,
it might be well to hand him the letter with a statement of
my reasons for sending it to yous It looks as if there was
to be a pretty sharp and earnest discussion of the question
of the location of the great university, New York, Washington,
Chicago', which? I don't think we are out of the woods yet.
Our chief visible reliance is upon yourself and the
worthiness of our cause. I think Anderson's course an
unspeakable outrage. His worst enemy could not desire him
a worse evil than the publication of that letter. The only
~ reply that need be made to it is one made up of extracts

from his own letters and addresses while President. Ninety-
nine persons out of every hundred would regard his motives
in writing the letter as utterly unworthy, disappointed
ambition, i1l will towards those whe stood by him in his
troubles, and a fear that the institution with which he is
now connected would be overshadowed."
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Dr. Northrup to Mr. Rockefeller, December 10, 1888.

This was sent to Dr. Harper, but not delivered by
him to Mre. Re, it appearing that Dr. Anderson's
letter was a private letter to lir. Gates.

"My apology for writing to you at this time is my
profound convietion that the Baptiste of Chicago have been
and still are suffering from a must unjust and grievous
reproach on account of their supposed failure to meet their
obligations %owards the late university. I have been on the
ground twenty-two years and am thoroughly acquainted with
the chief actors and the main events in the history of the
university, and simple truth and justice require me to say
that our people are deserving of all honor for the fidelity
and devotién shown to that enterprise, considering ite
discereditable history. The ruin of that educational under-
taking, of such magnificent promise in its beginning, was
due, mainly, if not exelusively, to the mismanagement of
ites Board, a close corporation, sustaining no direct
relation to our churches, and having among ites most
influential members, Jews, Swedenborgians, Unitarians and
men of no religious belief. It was this body, whose history
was marked by bitter personal conflicts, perversion of
trust funds, and violation of sacred pledges, that utterly
destroyed, in the course of twenty-five years, the
confidence, interest and hopes of our peoples In making
these statements I am moved solely by the interests of
truth and justice and a desire to vindicate the good name
of our churches in relation to a matter of gréat phlie
concerns The history of the seminary is a demonstration
of the untruth of the charges made as to the lack of
interest and liberality in our denomination in the cause
of Christian education. The Board of the seminary has
always beencomposed of judicious and capable men who have
managed its affairs with such prudence and wisdom that
they have secured the eonfidence and liberal support of the
Baptists in Chicago and of others, both in the West and the
Bast, and so have been able to carry the institution
forward for nearly twenty-five years, and amidst manifold
and great difficulties, to its present position of
prosperity and power. BShould a new university enterprise
be undertaken in such a way as to insure wisdom of managee
ment and ultimate success, the response of our people would
be so spontaneous, general, and liberal, as to surprise
the country and to show the injustice of the eriticisriand
reproach to which I have referred."







Mr. Gates to Dr. Harper, December 12, 1888.

"I had a long talk with Dr. Strong. Both before
beginning and at the close Dr. Strong insisted on the
strictest confidence. Ho.dcclinud to accede to my urgent
request to be allowed to print some sentiments which he
uttered or oien to mention them to any person whomsoever
privately. H; talked very freely. He is, I should say,
profoundly melancholy. He has no eriticisms and no
reproaches. Incidentally I exprlained Kr. Rockefeller's
inttiative to you. I went away feeling gsad for Dr. Stronge
On refleetion I can in some degree sympathize with his
refusal to say a word for us. Under all circumstances,
if you refleet on them in detail, one can not wonder
if he should prefer to await some request for his views

from Mr. Rockefeller himself before venturing to give them."




—



Mr. Gates to Dr. Harper, December 13, 183a8.

"Dr. Anderson of Rochester thinks the establishment
‘of a University in Chicago especially of a college proper,
with & very heavy endowment, the largest thing now to be
done by us as a denomination. He wishes me to express
his hearty sympathy with any endeavor to do a really
great thing for Chicago. He thinks no small and feeble
institution should be contemplated and that the work
should begin with a large and unconditional gift. le
prefers not to make a statement for the public lesi some
of the benefactors of LRochester should misunderstand him.
He makes this statement for private use. I feel bound

to say that while the Doctor makes this statement freely
it grinds him some to eee a large sum go over the head

of Rochester to the west. He thinks a wise use of a good
deal of money could be made in Rochester. But he is not
gelfish enough to be blind to the tremendous nceds and
possibilities of the West. His concentration of interest

in Rochester makes his statement the more valuable."







Dec. 13, 1888

Dr, Harper to Mr. Rockefeller:

"Your kind favor of Deceuber 12th with check for one hundred
dollars is at hand. I desire to thank you for your kind help so fre-
quently given me before. I wish I could show you how thoroughly I ap-
preciate it.

"But for fear of troubling you I should have written you some
time since in reference to the very interesting meeting of the Natbnal
Board of Education at Washington City which, at the last moment, I decided
to attend. Several mettere came up, but in every case the attention
of the Board turned toward Chicago and, as a matter of fact, the entire
time of the Board was practically given to the consideration of this
question, You have seen the report of the secretary in the "Examiner",
doubtless, I have never sgeen such unanimity on a subject. Men from
Virginia, Kentucky, New Jersey, Connecticut, = all agreed that the prees-
ing need of the denomination today was the establishment of a good univer=
sity at Chicago. I venturs to hope that in spite of your many business
carss, you are able to give the mattsr some attention. I believe that
the thing which you wanted, viz,, an uprising on the part of the denomina-
tion in its behalf,- at all events so far as concerns a unanimous senti=
ment,= has gome.

"Trusting that Mrs. Rockefeller continues to improve, x % x x %
"I ghall be in New York City a part of Sunday (next). If aay=

thing comes up, for which you would care to see me, I shall be glad 10
call upon you."




b i =

ST e T R R T N TR R TR R W TR A LA i
T : y § -

iR

288t t EI 0".10({

trelletedood 1M of wequal .40

beothaud sme w0t doeds dAriw dISL vredusoel Yo Tovel bmid «woY"

011 ow gled bpld quoy 0t woy Ansdd of eximeb I +bned 38 el susllob

“qs 1 yidguwoted? wor woy wore bfuoo I deiw I  ,ewoYed em meviy ylinerp
oI ednloseng

enos Wy mediltw evad bluode I woy pnilduesd Yo =usel 20} Fpd"
Ispdiall edi Yo prileem gnldmerednl yiov edd of ssmewteley ni eomia sodd
bebloeb I ,imemom Ssal edd da ,doidw (11D modgnidesW &» molisoubE Yo bisofl
nolinedts edd emmo yreve ni tud ,qv enso sueddsm [ateved sbriodie o
enrldne edd ,Jo08Y Y0 weldam £ as bng oysoldd brewed bemiwd bamed edd Yo
elrd Yo nolisreblemco edd ot mevig yllsoliosng sew b1s08 edt Yo emis
« MteniomdY odd ni yustenves edd o ogen edi meew evad wo¥ snokdesup
mo1l nel oJooldus 8 ne yriminsow dows nees Teves eved I saae ldduob
~au01q odd Iadd beewys [ls -  Swoldoenmed  yeetel well ,ylowdned ,sialytiV
~tevinu boog 8 Yo Fneadelldsdee add asw (abod rollsmimorad edd Yo been zal
eseniand ynsw swoy Yo edlge i Jadt egod of ewwdmev I «03801d0 I8 ytle
fad3 evelilod 1 onolinedds emoa teddan el eviy of elds e1s woy 86180
=anlmoneb edd Yo dusq sdd oo anislrge me ,,3lv ,beinsw woy doldw aaldd edd
«lines suomlnesy & eotesros as 18t on edmeve [ls &5 < 1lsded edl al moid
olop and -, dnea

RN RrRx ,evorgmi of seunifnoo <tellpledood Jutd dadd and ey
=ts 21 o(ixen) (ebaw€ Yo dumg & wtiD duof weM nt ed Llpda I

oF baly od Lhade 1 ,e; eee of en#o Bluow woy dsldv 10} ,qu memod zoldd
"0y noaw Iiso




Dec. 13, 1888

Mr., Gateg to Dr. lMorehouss:

% xxxx I amunder strictest injunctions not to utter one
word of the conversation with Dr. Strong either in print or privately.
Some things he said I beggsed very hard to be allowed to say but he was
inexorable, Dr. Anderson ie with us and gave ue a message of encourage=-
ment for Mr., Rockefeller through Dr. Harper.

"I did not see Mir. Rockefeller in Poughkeepsis. I think, how=
ever, he is arranging his finances for the gift and that it will certain-
ly come in time."







Dr. Goodspeed to Dr. Harper, December 13, 1888,

P, 8. "A line from Gates at Rochester !g;g;g he
had seen Dr. 8. I learn from it that Anderson's letter
was written to s which relieves my mind somewhat

but not muech. He asked Anderson's help and this was
what he gotl"







December 13, 1888,

égd‘za” }H?CU A report of the action of the Exscutive Board of the
American Baptist Education Scociety on December 4th in Washington,
written by Mr. Gates, appeared in The Examiner on December 13th, 1888,

The chief reason for calling the Board together was to secure
authoritative executive action on the question of a new University at
Chicago. Deliberation on this subject formed the main business of
the Board, The Secretary, in a paper first read October 15th, 1868,
to the ministers of Chicago, presented to the Board tne importance of
esteblishing a powerful institution of learning in Chicego. Discussicn
resulted in the unanimous adoption of a series of resolutions, of
which the more important were reported by the Secretary to The Examiner.
The following is quoted from the Secretary's report of the meeting to
The Examiner:- -

"RESOLVED, That the establishment of a thoroughly equipped
Baptist institution of learning in Chicago is an iwmediate and impera=
tive denominational necessity.

RESOLVED, Thet we rejoeice in the powerful sentiment favorsble
to such an institution that prevails not only in Chicago snd the West,
but also throughout the denomination at large.

RESOLVED, That we invite brethren of means to unite in the en=
deavor to found such an institution and pledge the hearty cooperation
of this Board, and that the Secretary of ihe Society be directed to
uss every means in nis power to originate and encourage such a movement.

The addresses preceding the adoption of the report were numerous

and animated, A great var et{wgt oyerful considerations were ad-
duced in illustiration of the preseat need of a Baptist Univers-
iy in Chicazo. It was agreed that the city itself and not a suburb

is the true location to be chosen, and that the proposed University
ought to be so endowed as {0 rank with any in the country.

The entire unanimity of brethren from all parts of the land
in adopting the strong resolutions was as hearty as it was significant
of the breadth and depth of the denocminational feelinz on this subject.
The question came befors the Board through a communication from & Pro=
visional Commitiee of prominent pastors and laymen of Chicago, inviting
the Board to establish and endow an institution of learning in that
¢ity and pledging hearty cooperation.

The subject is given additional interest und importance also
by the profound attention it has recently secured in influential quar=
ters in the E:zst, It can hardly be supposed that the Board took ac=
tion without having grounds for hoping that the movemsnt will succeed.

EDITORIAL NOTE: Dr., Harper was present and intimated to the Board
in a semi-confidential way his reasons for believing that Mr, Rockefeller
wes dseply interested in the movement and would take an sctive part in
the establishment of the institution, While many present were deeply
interested in the establishment of Columbian University at Washington
on a sound financial basis, and while Dr. Welling, the President of that
institution, was a member of the Board and spoke urgently in its favor,
it was felt by all, Dr, Welling and his fricnds included, that the move=
ment in behalf of Chicago should take present precedence.
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Decemberl3,1888,
Fred T. Gates to Dr. Goodspeed:

"I did my best with Dr. Strong spending several hours with him.
But he stipulated in the beginning, and remewed his request at the
cloge that the conversation ghould be strictly confidential. He
would not grant my very urgent and repeated request that I might
print or at least make private use of some things he said.

"On the whole, when I coneider the rebuffs he has received
from Mr. Rockefeller-shese were not subject of conversation- I au
not surprised that he should prefer to be asked now by kr. K. befors
he eaye another word,

"T think Mr. R. is now waiting only to arrange hdse business
for the proposed gift and possibly to hear the voice of denomination
Dr. Bright and Dr. Anderson both think Mr. R. should meke his first
largze gift unconditional. Harper thinke he has gettled on that
course. I am inclined to bslieve that not less but more can be got
in ghicago in this way, and that it is every way the true course.

"I would like at your convenience to spend a day with you working
over and taking accurate measureuments of the old properiy, and ex=
amining other grounds, also laying out successive steps to be wisely
taken in initiating the movement without friction and with best prom=
ise. I think if these stepscould be made clear, and the course chos-
en could be demonstrated to be wice, matters would be simplified and
perhaps hastened. Can you name an early day in which we can meet at
the office of 'The Standard "

Prof, parper has asked a prograuue,







pece 15, 1888

Dr. Harper to Mr. Gates:

Your favor of Wednesday, Dece 12th has just reached me. I an
very sorry indeed for Dr. Strong. I hope that he will not take the
matter go much to heart. perhaps something will turn out that may be of
help to him. There is nothing new so far as 1 am concerned. I have
been trying in a delicate way to get an interview with Mr. Rockefeller to-
morrow; probably I shall not succeede I will keep you posteds Every=
thing is moving on pleasantly."”







Dec. 15, 1888

Dr. Morshouse to Mr., Gates:

"Yours of the 13th is just at hand. I have a note frouw
Mr, Levering, saying, that he sent you a check for §100 a few days ago
as I requested him, We will see about some more pretty soon. x x x x x

"Dr. Strong's statements to you must have been of considerable
importance one way or the other if he insisted so etrenuously upon their
being regarded strictly private. But you know that things that are
said in secret sometimes get told on the house=-tops after all. In mate-
ters which have occurred, so,many pecple have been in the secret that
the matter iz now an 'open secrat®. I an glad that you have additional
reason for believing that ir . Rockefeller will soon coue to a decision
in the matter which so interests us. At the Social Union of New York
City, last Thursday night, Crandall mede & very effective address against
the establishing of a great university at an expense of Ten million dole
lars or eo in New York City, holding that the money could be more wisely
used in strengthening other institutions and in supplying greater educa-
tional nesds slsewheree. Se Po Merrill, of Rochester, unwisely opened
hie guns againet the Chicago scheme but with very little effect eo far as
I can judgs. Mac Arthur indulged in his customary rhetoric about a great
university in New York City. Ags near as I can judge the business men
take the visw of the case as presented by Crandall. I do not think the
meoting will be very decisive in influencing public opinion one way or
the other.

"I wrote Drs. Thomas and Robinson for an expression of opinion
about the Chicago University,matter. I have not heard from Dr. Robinson.
Dr. Thomas was at the Rooms today but says that as he has in one way and
another been mixed up in the old Chicago University matters he prefers to
say nothing on the subject now. Although I told him how the situation
had changed and what was hoped yet he had his reasons for not putting any-
thing on paper. I will at once send you Dr. Robinson's opinion if he
gives it."
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Dr+ Goodepeed to Dr. Harper, December 15, 1888,

"I take the liberty of sending you some tentative

o« Please give them your serious consideration and
submit any or all of them to Mr. Rockefeller. It may
be that he will take advantage of your vacation to
consider the whole subjeect with you. I should be willing
to see either of these plans or the one I submitted
to him adopted. Noe. 1 is my ideal of what wanty but
it will probably seem to him one sideds I do not think
it really is, for we should be forced to raise the
$1,000,000. by the necessitids of the University. 4&s I
look at it this plan would not only give us the largest
power of appeal, but would put us under the greatest

pressure. We MMMII% equipment. Ve
should feel the strongest pressure of obligation to

Mr. Rockefeller and our brethren and the city would
feel it.

I am myself confident that this plan would more
certainly secure secure the full $4,000,000.within
6 or 10 years than any other. It seems to me it would
be wise to lay it before him. You can lay the
responsibility on me, if you wish, while you explain
to him its great advantages. It would reflect greater
credit on him than any other plan I can conceive and
would at the same time accomplish more, I believe,
than any other,

1 am to meet Gates on lMonday, We c¢an, however,
lay no plans, so far as 1 c¢an see, until we know fully
what Mr. Hockefeller intends. All our plans are vain
till he indicates what he wishes to do and what he
wishes us to dos We shall have to be extraordinarily
careful not to undertake more than we can perform,
and in your conferences impress it upon him that we are
ready to assume all we can possibly do, but that it
would be foclish and eriminal in us to assume more than
there is any probability that we can accomplish. I shall
be glad to have him put us under pressure to do our
utmost, but I earnestly hope he will not make such
conditiops as will endanger the whole undertaking if
we fail and disappeint him and the denominatione.

Ask him to make such a working plan that it cannot
fail if we are faithful and wise and do the best that
is in uss I think I know him well enough to know that
he will not ask more than this."







"Plam I

1+ Mr. Rockefeller to give $3,000,000. in six annual
instalments of $500,000. each, or if he prefers in ten of
$300,000. each.

2+ This entire sum to be set apart and forever preserved
intact as an endowment fund.

3. We, on our part, will agree to purchase a site to be
approved by him, ereet buildings, provide libraries,
scientific apparatus and all the necessary external
equipment of a first c¢lass University, undertaking to
raise for this purpose within the six years $1,000,000.

If we find it impossible to sccomplish this in six years,

weé will continue to urge on the work and hold ourselves

under obligation to Mr. Rockefeller till we have matched

his $3,000,000. endowment with a $},000,000. equipment.
Plan 11 |

1« lir. Rockefeller shall give §1,5600,000. in five equal
annual instalments for the establishment of the University.

2¢ We shall raise $500,000. to make up the first $2,000,000.

3+ To secure the second $2,000,000.~a8 often as we raise
$100 ,000. Kr. Rockefeller shall give #300,000.

Plan III

1+ Mre Rockefeller shall give $500,000. cutright to
establish the University.

2« As often as we raise $100,000. he shall give £300,000.
until a total of 5,000,000+ have veen secured for the
endowment and equipment of the institution.

3. This proffer shall remain in forece ten years.

Plan 1IV§

l. This plan contemplates a $5,000,000. University, and a
conditional proposition throughout.

2« It shall be in force ten yohr..

3« As often as we raise $100,000s in cash or good investments
Mr. Rockefeller shall give $400,000. until the ten years
expird or the sum above named is reached.

On this plan we ought to raise from 2 to $300,000. the
first year. If it is something like this or nothing, give
us thise.







Dry Goodspeed to his sons, December 16, 1888.

"Nothing new yet about the University. I presume Mr. R.
and Dr. H. will go over the whole ground during Dr. H's
vacation, and we may have something definite before you
return to Denison. Indeed I may have something by the time
you reach home, as I suppose Dr. He is with Mr. R. today
or at least saw him yesterday,

I have gent Dr. H. four forms of a proposgition for his
consideration and Mr. R's and one of them, wholly different
from the one I submitted to Mr. R., I have pressed very
urgently. It is the one I want, but have little hope I shall
get it. It will be a great thing if we can get a proposition
under which we can work freely and happily without the
constant fear that we are going to fail and lose much that
is at stake.

Mr. Gates has returned and I am to see him tomorrow.

He has visited Dr. 8. in Rochester. He is very confident
Dr. Smith tells me about the outcome."
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Dr. Goodspeed to Dr. Harper, December 16, 1888.

"If Plan I should commend itself, what assurance
could we give lr. Rockefeller that we should do gur part
after he had done his?t As I turn this plan over it looks
as tho' if he will consider it carefully, he must see
that it will require of ues than any other hopeful
one that gan be devised. For example, the external,
material equipment of Yale is worth far more than
- $1,000,000. That of Harvard is worth $2,000,000.
Columbia, according to official report four years ago,
$2,000,000. and still more nowe Cornell, out in the
country where everything is cheap, four years ago,
$1,200,000., 91,600,000, at least now.

It ies an institution similar to these that we
propose for Chicago. This external equipment will cost
$2,000,000. By Plan I we assume that part of the work,
so that by this plan we propose to do double what we
do on any other. What assurance can we give that we
will do it?  This, that necessity will compel us to
do ite If we can have an endomment of ©3,000,000.,
Chieago will do far more than under any other plan.
Local pride and liberality will provide an equipment to
match such an endowment. We can reach every public
gpirited man in the city, of all denominations, and
of none. This Plan possesses many advantages, both for
us and for Mr. lockefeller. Let me set dowm a few in
ordere

1. It secures absolutely a great endowment and thae
assuree the high character of the institution. It will
be at once and everywhere recognized that we have the
foundation of a University that will rank with Harvard,
Yale, Cornell, and Columbia.

2, Such an endowment will make an adequate external
equipment certain. Men will take pleasure in providing
all that is needed to make such an endowment most useful.

3. It will secure from the city and the denomination
a larger sum than can be secured on any other plan, for
the site, buildings, libraries, and apparatus will cost
$2,000,000+ instead of one. We will make our appeals on
that basis.

4. By eliminating everything conditional universal
confidence will be awakened at the outset. If Mr. R.
makes the larger part of his subseription conditional,
no one will know what we are really going to.have. Kany
will doubt, perhaps whether much will come of it after
alls Men will say, 'We would help you more liberally,
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"'if there was any certainty you would succeed.' Some
will tie us up with other conditions, saying 'I will give
you so much if you raise $1,000,000, in such a time.'

B¢ This plan will reflect the greatest credit on
¥res Re It will de universally hailed with approval
as a most liberal and“*ﬁ& way of putting the matter,
22211 belisve will conmme itself as no conditional »nlan

6¢ It has this supreme advantage, that it makes

Mre R's contribution a perpstual fund, prewerves

it intact forever and thus sssures forever the high
charaeter of the University. Not one dellar of the
prinsipal will be dissipated and such a fund will, in
addition %o making an adequate exiernal equipment
certain, gather about it and insure other endowment
fundss The fund itself will grow. Nany men will

say, 'I will give you #0 much for endowment, but
nothing to be used up in expenses.' Money for endowment
will be bequeathe@ to us.

7« This plan will enable us to lay our hands on
the man we want for President and to secure the ablest
corp of instructors obtainable in the land, If the
proposition is in large part conditional and any great
success problematical, the President we want
hesitate. fe may say, 'l am not at all sure what you
are going te have there.' And so with the eminent men
we want for profeasors. But an institution with
$3,000,000+« endowment and an income that promiaes at
the end of 6 or 10 years to be $250,000. annually
ean command the best talent in the land. And a brilliant
faculty will, in turn, command buildings and apparatus
and fill the departments with students and thus will
make new buildings and new facilities necesssry, And
thpd the work will grow.

8+ It will put us under a threefold pressure to
raise the largest amount of money possibles

First, pecespfty will compel use. We shall be as
vare handed, so far as external equipment is concerned
as tho' we had not a dollars And we shall be compelled
to put forth every exertion to secure a site and erect
the necessary buildings, buy books and provide
scientific apparatus. The growth of the University will
hold us under the pressure of this necessity for many
years. 4And the plea of necessity is a grsat and powerful
one. s W& shall be under the continual pressure
and ppur of obligation to Mr. Re We shall owe it to him
to provide an equipment to match his endowment. The men
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in whose care he will place this trust will feel this
sense of obligation and it will impel them to the most
strenuous and unremitting exertions. Ihird, common
honesty and self respect will compel our most earnest
effortss To fail will be a betrayal of trust that would
disgrace usy; and we should not faile. We would rather
die than fail to do the work entrusted to us. Well,
this is enocughe I want you, if this commends itself
to you, to lay the case before Mr. R. with all the
earnestness and power you can ¢ommand, so that ke may
have it fully and fairly in mind for consideration.

One: objestion will oceur to you, that it leaves
us without funds at the ocutset for the purchase of
the old University propertye I am not so sure of that.
1 believe we can raise $200,000. the first year and
perhaps as much more the second. A plea for means to
recover that property will avail, if we have this
magnificent endowment behind us.

The plan has one feature that cannot but commend
it to Mr. Ree=the preservation intact of his contributions
as the endowment of the institution. He can secure
thie by providing a legal penalty if he sees fit.

The old University building as it now stands cost,
main building $122,000., Observatory $30,000., South
wing $30,000. To add the North wing will cost $40,000.

I send you cuts of it, as it now stande and as it was
originally designed. The north wing was designed for

an art gallery and library. It ean be changed, if we

like to correspond with the south wing and be made like
that a dermitory. %he library building should be

detached and fireproof I should think. To repair the

old building and make such reconstruction as is necessary
will cost not more than $20,000« I believe $300,000. will
buy it and put it in shape for use, and the land itself

is worth almost if wot quite that sum.

I have written you all this in the hope that lr. R.
may take advantage of your vacation to go over the whole
question with youe.

Mr. Rockefeller should name the institution, name
the President, name the Board, indicate the purpose and
scope of the University and the spirit in which he would
have it condacted. If he could see his way to commit
this great gndowment to the Baptist Denomination and the
City of Chicago with no other condition than that they
shall provide for its largest usefulness by a worthy
external, material equipment, I am confident he would
secure all the ends he has in view and do it in a way
thnt'gill be universally recognised as the wisest and the
best.







December 19, 1888,

Dr. Harper to Dr. Goodspeed:=

"Your favor of the 15th inst. wita the three plans enclosed

has been received and carefully noteds 1 em much obliged to you for putting
the matter in this definite shape so that when the +ime comes 1 may be in a
Position to act intelligently. I have been hoping to receive word from ¥r.
Rockefeller in reference to the matter soon, Nothing has coms. Perhaps
he has reached the same point with me that he has with Dre Strong, It is
possible that I pushed things too rapidly for nim, but we can only wait
and see, You may be sure that everytning will be done that is possible."

(P.S.) "Your last just at hand with picture of Anive All is
carefully preserved for the interview when it comes, "







Mr. Gates to Dr. Harper, December 20, 1888.

*¥ith Dr. Lorimer I had an interview yesterday
with ¥r. Geos C« Walker of the Blue Island Land Companye.
He accepts the action of the Board as a rejection of
his proposals. He takes it manfully and not unkindly.
But we certainly misjudge him in supposing his of fer
is solely or chiefly for speculative purposes. I could
prove this if necessary.

%hat I wanted him to do was to meke the same offer
for a good classical Academy to be at once started in
preparation for the University. Thie he is willing to
do. The Provisional committee will meet on londay at
my call to eonsider whether we shall go to work at once
to found an Academy at Morgan Parks The land you know
is contiguous to the Seminary property. It contains
28 meres.s The Ladies' Seminary building is on it.
Besides the land the company is to give five thounand
dollare in cash, and lirs Walker personally subsoribes
twenty thousand. One Wrod thousand more will need to
ve raised. It seems to me that if we can do this, we
ourht to. An Academy is a good and useful thing in itself.
Chicago has nothing of the kind. HMorgan Park would prove
a good place for 1t.. The attempt to raise the money will
keep the ball rolling here. The country will be pleased
to see the Chicago people moving. The Academy will be. &







necessary adjunct to the University. It will be a proper
initiatives The movement will rescue to us the sympathy
and agtive helpfulness of Mr. Walker, and he will in the
end be a great financial heip.

Now what will be the effect of such a movement on
the mind of Mr. Rog¢kefeller, that will be the question
everywhere asked? Will it interfere with his plans? Will
he recognize this work in any conditions he may wish to
make? Will it interfere with or will it facilitate any
plans he may be cherishing? There will be'a general -
unwillingness to move until it can ha'asoertainad Just
what Mr. Rockefeller would think of it. I submit the
guestion to yous Dodout it just what you think best?”
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DBB. 20 ] 1888
Dre. Harper to Mr. Gates:

"Yours of Decsiuber 13th was duly received. I am obliged to
you for the details of Dr. Anderson's opinion. I can understand hise
gituation and can see why he declines to publieh anything. Be ready
for disappointment. I have heard nothing from Mr. Rockefeller; he ie
evidently taking time to collect his thoughts. Perhape he feels that
I have overdons the businecss; this is where I am afraid I have erred.

I wrote him last week calling his attention to the meeting and speaking
of it in great detail. When anything happens you shall hear."







Dec. 22, 1888

Dr. Harper to Mr, Gates:

"Yours of Deceuber 20th from Racine is at hand. I have con=
gidered the matter which you lay before me in your letter. I am at
some loes what to say; on the whole my sentiments may be summed up in
the following statements:

"(L) There is nothing in the world, next to a university, more to
be desired at Chicago than the establishment of a good classical acadeny.
If Mr, Walker is ready to take hold of this plan he is undertaking a
thing for whieh future generations will blese him. I do not think the
importance of the plan can poessibly be oversestimated. Nothing should
be done in any way to discourage such a plan; everything should be done
to encourage it. lir. Walker's proposition is a most generous one and
shows his interest in the work and his benevolent disposition.

"(2) I am entirely uncertain as to what effect an effort to raise

one hundred thousand dollars will have on Mr. Rockefeller just at present
while he is considering the plan of the university. He may say to hime
gelf: "If these people put their money in an aeademy they will not do
anything for the university but will let that rest entirely upon me. Per=
haps they think the university metter ie settled and so they do not need

to trouble,themselves further about it. I think under the circumstances
I will not go further". On the other hand he may soliloquize ags fol-
lows: "The Chicago people show great judgment in beginning with an academy;

they see the necessity of having such a training-school; this shows their
good sense; if they take care of the academy then it devolves upon me to
take care of the university." On the whole I am of the opinion that he
will take the former visw; and still, I am uncertain, I do not know that
any one can determine beforshand what woiuld be directly the effect upon
hime If it were possible to DPay it before him and sound him upon the
matter it seens to me it would be & wise thing to do. Such a thing, how=
ever, is impossible before your meeting on Monday, when some action will
be taken, I can only say, therefore, in reply to your letter that you
mist do what, under all the circumstances, seems to you the right thing to
do without reference to anything in the East; for certainly nothing can
e definitely etated as to how your action will be received.

"I am myself a little anxious as to the matter, for I am afraid
that it will divert attention from the main scheme. The academy matter
could easily be arranged after the other; but go ahead. I shall take
lunch with Mr, Rockefeller next Wednesday or Thursday."
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Dec. 22, 1888

Dr. Morshouse to Mr, Gates:

"Enclosed I send you a letter frou Dr. Robinson concerning
the University at Chicago. In a personal note accompanying it he says:
'If you think the second clause of the firet sentence had better be omitted
it can be erased, but it expressee my feelings in the case'. iy own
judgment is that although it may contain an implied reflection upon
previous mismenagement it will do good to let it stand as it is; for there
is no doubt that what Dr. Robinson expresses is a prevalent feeling in the
denomination. There are some who will give money for the institution
only upon satisfactory assurance that the control shall be placed in a
board composed of the best men that can be found whether in or outside
of Chicagoe

"Your lettsr conceraning the commnication for the Standard relat=-
ing to the drift of sentiment here concerning the relative claims of a
university in New York and an institution in Chicago was received. I
wrote to Goodman that as I was not present at the Social Union I could not
write definitely of the drift of sentiment and there were special reasons
why it did not seem to me best to write at all about it. Bit I have
requested Dr. Wood, who is warmly interested in Chicago, to write an ar=
ticlee. I presume he will do so although I have not heard from him.
You probably know that the Inquirer of next week will contain the Addresses
of Crandall and MacArthur, There are no new developments in thie quarter
that I have heard of."
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Mr. OGates to Dr. Harpar, December 24, 1838.

"Your most thoughtful and excellent letter came %o
hand just in time.

On the whole we think it best to endeavor %to get
Mr. Walker to hold the thing open, without committing
ourselves to it definitely until we have further light,

Besides the question of lir. Rockefeller's opinion,
there is the fear that any action taken before we |
receive some proposition from him will not succeed, and
he would not give us in advance such counsel as would
seem to commit him to the University. 8Such counsel
would I think be necessary to success here.

I am inclined to the o#inion that it will not be
wise even to sound Mr. Rockefeller or intimate to him
that we could get the Morgan Park property, for an
hocademy. I am afraid he will wait for us té do it, and
I dare not risk the venture or delay. We can act fer
more certainly, wisely and successfully after we Xnow
for certain what Mr. R. will do.

I send you proofs of an article which ﬁill appear in
Standerd of this week, so that you can give it %o Mr. R.
on *Wednesday or Thursday' if you think best."







Dec. 24, 1888

Dr. lMorshouse to lire Gates:

x x 2 x x "I have heard nothing further about Mr. Rockefeller's
plane, The Journal & Messenger of last week had a paragraph which seem~
ed to me an attempt to ride two horses. Next Monday the Pastors' Con=
ference is to have a discussion of the question about the establishment
of a University in New York City. MacArthur and Crandall will be the
principal speakers, and the Conference will be a general free-lance af-
fair, I presums.

"Dr., Wood feels disinclined to write anything for the Standard
in opposition to the views of Stumrt as expressed in his report of the
Social Union mecting. I think it may be as well to let the matter drop
for probably that report will not have any special weight in these quar-
ters and particularly in influencing Mr. Rockefeller. I shall be inter=-
ested in seeing the Standard which gives the views of leading brethren
about the matter of establishing an institution at Chicago.”







December 25, 1888,
Dr. Strong to Mr., Rockefeller:=

"We remember you all on this Christmas day with sincere grat=
itude and affection, We delight to hear that Mrs. Rockefellsr is so
much improved and we wish you all the merriest sort of a Christmas and
the happiest sort of a New Year.

I regret to sasy that I have a sorry subject to write you about.
Prof. Harper, whom I have greatly admired and from whom I have hoped
great things for the service of our denominacvion, has I fear departed from
the sound faith as to inspiration and prophecy, and is no longer to be
trusted in his teachings, Dr. Northrup had prepared my mind for this,
but I had hoped with him that reflection would bring Dr. Harper round
righte His surroundings at New Haven have not been favorable, and he
has unfortunately made progress in the wrong direction, so much so that
I cannot have any further responsibility as respects the continuance of
his teaching at Vassar, In order that you may appreciate the exact
state of the case, I send you thes following copy of & lstter I have just
written to him.

'My present object in writing is to ask you sdwe questions
about your Bible Lectures at Vassar, My daughter has brought home
her note-books, and I have been interested in looking them over, I find
in them some things that surprise we as coming from you; for I had not
believed that you accepted the views of the Critical School, But in
these notes I find you saying: 'Prophecies were oral until the time of
Joel and Amos. ' Now I find J®sus Christ, in John 5:46,47, speaking
of 'Moses...his writings...' and saying 'He wrote of me.' So I find
Peter in Acts 3:22, declaring that 'lMoses said,' and Paul in Rom. 10:5
saying 'Moses writeth.' Your words, if they are your words, seem to im=
ply that there was no such early prophetic writing by Moses. In Mat,
22:43,44, Jesus refers to the 110th Psalm, declaring that in that Psalm
David in the spirit calls Christ 'Lord. ' This surely a testimony from our
Lord that there was a prophetic Psalm written by David, and therefore
long before the time of Joel and Amos. I might multiply passages from
Christ and the Apostles, but you know them quite as well as I, Now it
seems to me that unless we attribute to our Lord false teaching, we are
bound to accept his witness to the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch
and to the Davidic authorship of the 110th Psalme You know that in
"Robert Elsmere" the turning=point in the hero's experience is when he
in the first place concludes, on very indifferent evidence as it scems to
me, that the so-called book of Daniel was writien 250 ysars or so after
Daniel's time, and then in the second place because Jesus refers 10 a
passage of the book and calls it 'the book of the Prophet Daniel' con=
¢ludes that Jesus Christ is not God, but only man. This is logical,
and the conclusion is correct if the premises are granted, Are you
willing to grant the premises, When the conclusion can be nothing less: _
than the subversion of your faith in Christ? Tor notice that here is &
not simply ignorance, but such actual false teaching as is inconsistent
with any well-grounded belief that Christ is the truth of Ged, or is God
himﬂauo ,

'I was very sorry to see you printing in the 'Hebrew Student'
Dr. Toy's recent essay, coolly admitting that Paul was mistaken in his
interpretation of the Cld Testament, I do not see what inspiration worth
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-2 December 25, 1888 °,

talking about is left after such an admission is made, and I am sorry
that the 'Student' with such teaching uneriticized and uncontradicted
gets into our colleges. But I am more concerned about your own per=
sonal views and personal teaching, I find you saying that 'if words:
of a prophecy belong tc an early age, they must have a more general
meaning than if they belong to a later age'..e..'In the Pentateuch is
no definite prediction of Christ.' But Jesus nhimself declares to the
contrary: lloses, hc says, 'wrote of me;' 'All things must be fulfilled
which are written in the lav of Moses and the prophets and the psalms
concerning me.' What is this but setting up a priori improved dictum
of educational philosophy against the plein words of Christ himself?

I object very much to other things in the Notes as I find them, such as
your definition of a ivpe so that the element of divine design in the
prefiguration is left out, and the type is confounded with a mere chance
coincidence; and your definition of prophecy, so that the element of
divine inspiration is left out, It seems to me that your aim iessdsmso
in the interpretation of separute propheciss is to leave as little iA
them as can possibly be left consistently with the claim that they are
religious at all. You still, it is true, maintain that you do not
"take from the supernatural." It seems to me that the supernatural
you leave is not worth the having, and that the logical conclusion is
the conclusion of Kuehnen, that there is no supernatural element at all,
other than the working of an immanent divinity such as excludes all
real miracle ant¢ all real prophiecy.

I feel sorry to say this, and I am still sorrier to see before
me the notes that compel my saying it. I have a daughter at Vassar
and I am unwilling to have the unsuspecting child under the influence
of this teaching, if you are correctly reported. I am a Trustee of the
College also, and I am unwilling to sanction any such teaching there,

If you can assure me that you are incorrectly reported, and that you
still believe Jesus was a true witness when he testified that Moses wrote
apecific predictions of him, it will greatly relieve my mind.*

So far my letter to Dr.Harper, I have sent a copy of it to
Dr, Taylors Dr, Osgood and Dr, Stevens here fully agree with me,

Prof, Harper's doctrine is the same as that for which Dr. Broadus and
his Board were compelled ito dismiss Dr. Toy from Louisville Seminary a
few years ago. It will prevent Dr.Harper from being of any use to Bap=-
tists. "
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Dr. Strong to Dr. Harper, December 25, 1888,

"I have not written you in reply to your letter of
November 27, for the reason that to reply would oanly be to
repeat what I had #aid before. My views have not changed.

1 favor a strong college in Chicago, but I would make the
institution nothing but & College, in order that our University
proper may be in New York, near to our base of supplies in

the Colleges, and in order that we may not leave behind us
untaken the greatest stronghold of alle To put an institution
for advanced and professional instruction in Chicagé, would

be simply to compel another generation to undo our work and

take the wind out of the sails of the Chicage institution, by
founding under far more unfavorable circumstances the institution
we ought ourselves to have founded in the greatest of our
cities. The sucecess of Boston University with its 487
scientific and professional students as against 537 at Harvard,
showe that we can hold our own against Columbia. We have our
own constituency, and we can draw from other denominations also.

But my present object in writing is quite another, namely
to ask you some guestions about your Bible Lectures at Vassar.
Ky daughter has brought home her note books and I have been
interested in lodking them over. I find in them some:things
that surprise me, as coming from you, for I had not believed
that you accepted the views of the eritiecal schools. But in
these notes I find you reported as saying: ‘'Prophecies were
oral until the time of Joel and Amos«' Now I find Jesus Christ
in John Bi 46, 47, speaking of 'Mosese---~his writings,' and
saying 'he wrote of me+' 350 I find Petér in Aots 3:22, \
declaring 'Moses said' and Paul in Homan 10:5, 'Moses writeth.'
Your words, if they are your words, seem to imply that there
was no such early prophetic writing by Moses. In kat. 22:43,
44, Jesus refers to the 110th Psalm declaring that in that
Psalm David in the Spirit calls Christ 'Lord.! This is surely
a testimony that there was a prophetic psalm written before
the time of Joel and Amos. I might multiply passages from
Christ and the Apostle, but you know theméquite as well as I.
How it seems to me that unless we attribute to our Lord false
teaching, we are bound to accept his witness to the losaioc
authorship of the Pentateuch and to the Davidie authorship
of the 110th Psalm. You know that in 'Robert Elsmere' the” .
turning point in the hero's experience is when he in the first
place concludes, on very insufficient evidence as it seems to
me, that the so-called book of Daniel was written 260 years or
so after Daniel's time, and then because Jesus refers to a
passage of the book and calls it "the book of the prophet
Daniel,' conclnudes in the second place that Jesus Christ is
not God, but man only< This is logieal, and the conciusion
is correct, if the premises are granted. n Are you willing to
grant the premises, when the conclusion ¢an be nothing less
than the subversion of our faith in Christ? JFor notice that
here is not simply ignerance, but such actual false teaching
as iswconsistent with any well grounded belief that Chriet is
either God or the truth of God."
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"I was very sorry to see you printing Dr. Eapls recent

essay ¢ooly admitting that Paul has mistaken in his inter-

pretations of the Old Testament. I do not see what inspiration

worth talking about is left after such an admiesion is made,

and I am sorry that the'student' with such teaching uneriticised

and uncontradicted gets into our Colleges. DBut 1 am more

concerned about your own personal views and personal teaching-

I find you saying that 'if the words of a prophecy belong

to an early age, they must have a more general meaning than

if they belonged to a later age'. 'In the Pentateuch is no

definite prediction of Christe' But Christ himself declares

to the contrary: Moses 'wrote of me'; 'all things must be

fulfilled which are written in the law of Moses and the

prophets, and the psalms, concerning me.' What is this but

setting up an a=priorj, unproved dictum of evolutionst

rhilosophy againest the plain words «f Christ himeelf? I object

very much to other things in the notes as I find them, such

as your definition of a type, so that the element of Djivine

design in the prefiguration is left out; of prophecy, so that

the elemént of divine inspiration is left out; and it seems

to me that your aim in the interpretation of separate prophecies

is to leave as little in them as can possibly be left

censistently with the claim that they are religious at all.

You still maintain that you @o not 'take from the sgernatural.'

It seeme to me that the supernatural you lea¥e is not worth

the having, and that the logical conclusion is the conclusion

of Kuehnen that there is no supernatural element at all,

other than that of the working of an Gminent divinity such as

excludes all real miracle and all real prophecy.

I feel sorry to say this, and I am still sorrier to
see before me the notes that compel my saying ite. I have a
daughter at Vassar, and I am unwilling to have the unsuspect-
ing child under the influence of this teaching, if you are
correctly reporteds I am a Trustee of the College also, and
I am unwilling to sanction any such tesching there. If you
can assure me that you are incorrectly reported, and that
you still believe that Jesus was a true witness when he
testified that Moses wrote specifiec predictions of him, it
will greatly relieve my mind."”







lir. Gates to Dr. Harper, December 27, 1888.

o | nn-nurc you have not overpressed Mr. Rockefeller.
I hope you will noi allow any self reproache I can see
many reasons why he nay'wish to hold the matter in abeyance
for a time. He is too broad and too conscientious a man
to decide this matter on any other grounds than its own
merits and his ability. It is a great thing: You or I
might want time, and it may be quiet if so yask a
responsibility were placed upon us.

Vhatever may be the event I beg you not to allow a
thought of the kind your 1$|t letter hints. PFor certain
he will deecide the matter on its merits alone. That is
what you want. He is not to be kept from doing a right

thing by "overpressure.”
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Dec. 28, 1888

Dr, Harper to lir. Gates:

"Yours of Decemwber 24th from Chicago is at hand. I have also
received the material from the "Standard”" but it reached New Haven too
late for me to make any use of it. I am in a great hurry this morning
but will write you a brief letter and will explain more at length later.

I epent one hour and a half yesterday with Lr. Rockefeller. I had begun
to be afraid that my personal relations with him had been disturbed because
I had not seen him, but I concluded to see what the trouble was and went

te his office and lunched with him. We went off to a private table by
ourselves and discussed the situation. His position is just this:

'I have made very little progress since I saw you in New Haven. All kinds
of influences have besen brought to bsar upon me and are still coming to

mes You would be surprised at the volunteer opinions and representations
which come to me almost dailys The reason why I have wmade no progrees

is because I have not had time to catch my breath. I have never known o0
many applicatiens for help in a long time. The Montreal people are domm and
are preessing me; the Richmond people have been re-inforced gpd are working
at mes Everybody seems to be coming to me; I am tirede I would have
seen you last Sunday but I was sc tired I spent the day in bed; Christmas
too I spent most of the time in bed. I am keeping my eyes open and am
asking questions, and will see how thinge move. Meanwhile, I want you
to come to me at any time and talk over matters, and whenever you are in

the City take lunch with me.’

"This was the subetence of what he said, let me add three pointe:
Young Strong ie at his house now and confidently asserts that Chicage is
not the place for the University, only for the college. Schurmenn of
Cornell, in whom Mr. R. has great confidence, visited him and made the same
statenent. Dr. Strong hac taken a new tacke The last point - and thie
ie confidential = ie a letter written to Mire Rockefeller in which he takes
me to task for my teachings at Vasear, accusing me of the worst rationalism
and of being practically a Kuenenite. This disturbed Mr. Re. very con=-
siderably; you will see, of course, the animues of the letters I had a
long conversation yesterday with Prof. Stevens of Rochester in which he
told me the same matter. I have thie morning a letter from Dr. Stuvong
himself in which he asks me to assert my belief in the literal interpreta-
tiong of all transactione, and in the literal interpretations of New Testa=-
ment references to the 0ld. You will see that there is difficulty ahead.
I feel this morning very much as if I were ready to pull out of the whole
concerne I think that Mr. R. has not been influencee by thies last letter.
He will ask me to explain my position and this I am ready to do; and it
is & position which I am sure the intelligent portion of the Baptist min=-
istry would endorse. But I am not going to be drawn into a fight over
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these mattere even if I am to be deposed from the Vassar teaching by Dr.
Strong's attitude because he ie a member of the Board of Trustees,- a
deposition ostensibly for heresy, but really to bring me into discredit

so that I shall have no influence in the Chicago matter; you will see the
position in which I stand. Dr. Strong understande, of course, that to
hurt me in this matter is to hurt the Chicago Univereity. The question
igs whether the brethren in the West will stand by me or note I will
write more fully again."”







Dr. Morshouse to lr. Gates:

xxxxx "Tou want to get The Forum for January. The
Tribune of today has extended extracts from Pres. White's article on
A Great Univ. for New York or Washington. He scoree the Columbia
College trustees in such a way that I think they will be aroused to
ges their opportunity in the establishment of a university in New
York. He lays emphasis also upon Weshington as the natural ceatre for
a great university.

"Prof. Harper was in town yesterday but I did not see him.
His pastor, Rev. Mlr. Butrick, was here. In conversation with him I got
a pretty distinct impression that lMr. Rockefeller's gift to Chicago may
hinge somewhat upon the man who is to be at the head of the institution.
It is pretty clear that his mind is upon Prof. Harper as the man; while
Harper is strongly disinclined to consider the matter. Mr, Rockefeller
takes a great stock in men; and knowing him as I do I am a little ap=
prehensive that his gift will not be forthcoming until he is satisfied
as 1o the man who is to be at the hedd of the institution. If my con=
jecturs is correct I fear we shall not see Lir. Rockefeller's gift before
liay next. I wigh Harper would at once say that he would take the pre-
gidency of the institution if lir. Rockefeller will give a million and
a half. I shall write to Harper on thid point and try to impress upon
him the tremendous responsibility of the position he occupies at this
critical period.

"I note what you say about Dr. Streng. I was told yesterday that
he is suffering from melancholy because of the probable miscarriage of his
cherished plan for the establishment of a great university. But I fancy
thie is a rumor, although his disappointment must be great. He must feel
very sore also because of the attitude which Mr. R. has taken concerning
hime

"Tou will doubtless receive a copy of The Chrietian Inquirer con=
taining the Addresses of MacArthur and Crandalle The subject ie to be up
at the Ministers® Conference next Mondaye. It ie understood, however, that
neither of these brethren will take any prominent part in the discussion
as they have had their say. It will be a free field. I ghall probably
be a looker-on and say a few well=-chosen and guarded words."
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nece 28, 1888

Dr, Harper to Dr. Morehouse:

"I received word from you through Buttrick at a late date, too
late to permit me to change my plans. I have thought several times of
visiting you. I had an interview with Mr. R. yesterday; the facts stand
about as follows: he has not made any progress these three weeks because
of (1) sickness in his fawily; (2) the great number of petitione which
have come to him frow various sources, = from Montresl, Richmond, etc.;

(3) extra businese cares; (4) the volunteer opinione of a great many
busy-bodies who are anxious to say a word for or against the proposed
plan, and I would infer that it has been mostly againct.

"Dr. Strong ie using every possible effort to bresk up the thing.
The last move is a very strange one. He supposes, ag I understand many do,
that if the organization is made I am to be President. He does not know
that I have peremptorily refused to consider the matter. He feels that
it would be a blow to the orgenization te injure me and so he has taken
steps in that direction., He has teken the notes made by hie daughter on my
lectures at Vassar - a school-girl's notes = and on the bagis of them has
written to Mr. R, (This ie confidential), showing my rationalistic tenden=
cies, etc., and =0 on. Thie was in some respecte an unfortunate thing,
and still it will have little or no weight unless reinforced from outeside
quarters. The fact ie, I am entirely straight on all these matters,-
not holding certainly the ultra-rigid views of Dr. Strong, but views which
accord well with those of the average intelligent Baptist minister of today.
I have said nothing at Vassar which was not endorsed by Taylor, This is
the situation. Be kind enough to keep thie last point to yourself and let
me urge upon you the necessity of seeing him (Mr. R.) at an early date and
showing him the urgency of the matter. I an sure that he would like
to see you for he has indicated as much indirectly. Will you not make
it a point, therefore, to visit him at as early a date as poseible and
encourage him in what ie being dones You will find him a little lees
ready now than before, but I think if proper measures ars taken everything
will come out right."
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pecember 28, 1388,

De. Harper to Dr. Goodspeed:

"1 am ready %o report progress. The contents of this letter:
must be regarded as confidential and to be talked of only with Dr. Smith
and Dr. Northrup. Please keep this point distinetly in mind, You
will see the occasion for the restriction before you finishs Two weeks
ago I wrote Mrs R. thanking him for some money which he sent me for the
Institute of Hebrew and indicated that 1 should be pleased to see him
on the following Sunday when 1 should be in New York. He did not
answer my lett{er-and I felt quite sure that something had happened.

1 determined yesterday, being in Neéw York, to sift the matter. 1

went to his office and found him; he was very glad to see me and gave
me one hour and & half,~ all that 1 could have asked and all that 1
needed, Naturally enough my first question was, "What progress in ref-
erence to the Chicego matter?" His words were briefly as follows:

"1 have made little progress in reference to the Chicago affair; my
wife has been sick and 1 heve been very anxious about her; my time has
been taken up with the consideration of petitions which have come from
every source,= 1 have never known hhem Lo be so frequent; Montreal has
come down upon me and Richmond with a great re-inforcement has come to
me, From every source the demands are growing more and more, greater.
and greater. Besides, you cannot imagine how many people have felt
called upon to volunteer their opinions in reference to the Chicago
matter, You would be amazed to know the peculiur statements of many
who have called to sce me; I keep my ears open and am hearing sverythinge
The character of the material which comes to my knowledge is guite
varied and is not all favorable. Young Strong who is stopping with
me now thinks that nothing but a college is needed at Chicage. 1 find
a good many who think thus, but I am so tired that 1 have not really
strength to consider this matter. 1 did not ask you to come and see me
Sunday because 1 spent the day in bed; Christmas, too, 1 spent in bed,-
1 was so0 tired. 1 have had some unusually worrying business matters
within the last three weeks; still the thing is on my nind and 1 want
to hear more about ite I want you to come to seec me every time you
come to the city and if anything occurs let me hear from you," etc,etc.
This was in general the tenor of nis talk. You will see exactly how
the matter stands. During the whole interview 1 thought that there
was somsthing special on his mind which he did not seem ready to tell
me, but finally the thing came out; and it is this part of the letter:
about which the greatest care must be taken. On Vednesday lr. R,
received a letter from Dr. Strong of a general charaeter,~ a sort of
family Chrietmas letter; in it he took occasion in the mést peculiar
wey to raise the question of my teaching at Vassar, Dr. Strong has
examined the notes of his daughter taken from my "studies" and has con=
cluded that I am a worse rationalist even than Kuenen or Wellhausen,
and he took great pains to lay this matter before lir, R, His purpose.
was, of course, to injure me, feeling sure that in injuring me he would




q

HBBL 88 nedmeseq

iheeqabood U o nequsl ad

wetdel aind 1o stneinos ed? waeqgong ogea of yhees mme 1"
ASkme T adiw ¢ino to belled od of brs Lsidnebilnoo ms bebusger ed Jeum
: woY datm ot girontdelb $nioq eidd geed oemeld wuol  Ad boy
eipew owT vlalndY woy e10led noliolnines end 201 aolasooo ond eses [liw
e 201 em Jnoe 6f HOLAW yemom smom 0%t mbd guldnadd Ji M epoww I oge
mid som 03 boapelq od bluode I fgis belesdbnl bms weadel Yo edwildani
Yoo blb el vinoY woll mt od blwods I menw Yebnmul gniwoellol edd no
DHegeggad ber anidlenos Jedd ewwe ofbup slel I baw neddel yu rewans
I seddem el 3ila or gaeY wel b anted ,ysbaetaey beplmeded I
evay bos em se= 07 bely yiev mew ed ;méd bowo? bas eoftYe eid of Snew
ok tsud Lls bos bedas oven bluoo I dedd [fs -, %ad » bus wwor eno ém
~Yon b m dadW™ sew nolimeup dearll vm dgvone ylleawde®  SHebsen
tawollo} us ylltelad evew sabaow alll "taeddan- ogmoldd et of espnens
o (1la1%e ousuidd end of somevelen al sweuyony eliill ebsm evan IV
and emid ' {vert Juods auolxms yrev need evad I brs dola meed mad elfw
m!.mo avad doknw muum 0 aoldseblancs edd dilw qu medsd nesd
U ned Leengnoll (dnesipent ow ed o) medd swomd deven evad [ -,e0%wcs Yreve
% t&m aar daemaorotmi=en dmeny s Aflw boomrio!d brs em mogw mh amoo
13 ,aﬁm bus saom ptitwony o8 ‘ebnemeb el -eoqwos yYaeve oY e
awa slqosq Yrem wod eniasmi fomnse woy ,eebized .uta,mf.; bews
‘16;.#@ ofid of woneels mi emelnlge alens awedrufov of moqu bellss
; w ‘§§ afnenpsada wllisey sgd womd of beseus ed bluow oY  ,vedfem
X 10ve Zniwed we boe mege aee wn qeed I jem eve of bellss evsd odw
al egbelwond w oF aonoo dobdw Leiiedem end Yo aedosasds edf
m al odw wwa ol oldsvove) Lls Jom 3t bne betuav
- wgaotdd 28 beboer al egelles 8 sud aniddon sadd sinidd won em
% dors ovand I Jec beats om ms T Sud ewdd dotnd ow ymem boog s
6o of woy dse dom bib 1 veddea sbad 1eblenos of digmenda
{ I .oet aamdaiadd (hed of vab oir smegn I eswsoed ysbauld
sud sabyysowsglisomuny emon bad ovsd [ benlt ow agw I
'-,u 0o ol anddd end [liss jedeew ebady dwel edd niditw
';mummummx W31 tuode enem asen of
M eis00 paiabvim Y Gne yike eds of emoo
mm 0 tosed wid Lovensy ob ssw aidl
meded elosw edd gutaud abasdd vedten edd
v batm sid oo Iploeqe gnldtemos maw
_ﬁln- a-u salds ont yilexlt $ud ,om
M ews asiaey ol doldw Fuods
o B ol moat deddel o bevlessa
R ab q0ivel mamtaidl ¢ltmal
10 pobdeenp edd eelun o vaw
phiigusd sld Y0 wedon odd benimaxe
iokan savow 8 me T dacd hebulo
p Eaﬁﬂ wl nt sntsq fsevp dood ed bre




-2- Dec. 28,1888,

injure the chances of this university at Chicego,= else why should he
write to Mre Rockefeller concerning this matter? On returning from New
York 1 found a letter myself from Dre Strong imwhich he presents the
whole subject and the grounds for his grievance; in which he indicates
that as a trustee of Vassar College he shall enter an objection to my
continuing work theres

Now the facts in the case are these: (1) 1 have delivered a
course of lectures on Old Testament Propfiecy; appreciating the fact
that the early periods were attended with difficulties, my first lec=
ture was on the Book of Joel where everything was clear and definite,
and my second on the book of Amosj then Pres. Taylor and the professors
came to me and asked me if 1 would not go back to the beginning and take
up the Messeanic portions of the Pentateuch. 1 did this, and in do-
ing it 1 did the work in accordance with that fundamental principle of
all work: that the knowledge of any particular subject increases from
generation to generations My argument was that in the time of lsaiah
there was & clearer knowledge of God and the future than in the time of
David; in the time of Malachi it was clearer than in the time of Isaiah;
in ‘he time of David it was clearer than in the time of the Pentateuch.
My point was to try to show how the idea of the Messiah, beginning in an
indefinite way, had grown. 1 did not take up at all the question of
the Pentateuchal Criticism and made no reference to the matter. Because
1 have tried to find a historical situation for all the prophets he
claims that 1 am ruling out of this the supernatural element This is
the whole subjects One of the points made is that of the old quesiion
of the testimony of Christ and the apostles; they said that Mcses wrote
distinectly of Chriet, therefore the Pentateuch is specifically Mosaic
and the predictions in it refer to Christ individually. My position
is exactly the same as that I held while in Morgan Park and taught to
the class in Morgan Park. 1 have not changed in any respect from my
positiom then. T talked the matter all over with Prof. Stevens of
Rochester Thursday in New York, and I nhad alsc talked with Dr. Strong
in reference to it and 1 satisfied him that my position was essentially
correct; that I had not wandered awaye As 1 said %0 you before and
as 1 have said in my class, 1 have never: in my life been so confident
and felt so strongly in reference to the supernatural element of the
013 Testament as 1 do today. 1 never: felt so settled in my views as
to the peculiarly unique and supernatural character of the 0ld Testament:
religion as 1 do today. 1 am at perfect rest in reference io all these
questions, for 1 have spent ten years in their study and the whole
result has been to convince me of the utter groundlessness of the Well=
hausen hypothesis.

1 make these statemente to youj they will be substantiated
by Georga. 1 suppose that my views in reference to the Hexateuch
eriticism are in advance of what you would accept, but these views do
not in any way interfere with the sentiments which 1 have just expressed.
Now the question arises: what is the next thing to do. 0f course, if
on the basis of Dr. Strong's charges my connection with Vassar ceases,
1 shall be injured and the Chicago enterprise so far as my connection
with it is concerned = is hurt, As matiers stand today Mr. Rockefeller
egtill hes confidence in me and he is waiting simply to see whether the
brethren will stand by me or whether = accepting Dr. Strong's charges =
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they will brand me as a heretic and throw me overboard. Should the
latter be done, he will of course drop me and in dropping me, 1 suppose
I may say truthfully, put aside in large measure his interest in the
Chicago matter. I ought to add that 1 have made no statement in my lec-
tures at Vassar to which Pres. Taylor has taken a single exception. 1In
every case he has commended them strongly. That lecture with which Dr.
Strong found the most fault was listened t0 by Dr. Kobinson of Brown
and on the basis of that he made me a propusition to deliver six or
eight lectures before all the Brown students in connection with their
chapel exercises Saturday mornings,- these lectures to be delivered

next esprings You sec that Taylor will be placed in am embarrassing
position, 1t now remains for the brethren to settle the matter as

they think best., - 1f 1 am to be sacrificed without eny just cause

to Dr. Strong's desire to overthrow the Chicago University = very well.
ks you all know, 1 have acted in this university matter from the purest
motives. I have never been able io persuade myself that it was my
duty to leave New Havemns So far-as my position here is concerned, ihe
charge of rationalism which Dr. Strong makes, if it is published, will
but strengthen me. The only question is whether is this is done 1
shall be in a position to help you in your Chicago work as I have done.
1 appreciate that I am placing you in an embarrassing position in asking
you to decide the matter for yourself, 1 can only say that 1 see, as 1
have never before seen, the necessity of great caution in statement of
views, and that 1 shall exercise this caution more carefully in the fu=
ture than in the past, although 1 am not conscious of having said any-
thing that ought in any way to compromise me. 1 have not yet replied
to Drs Strong's letter; 1 shall take a day or twe to think the matter
over, "
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Dre Harper to kir. Rockefeller:

"On reaching home I found the letter of Dr. Strong. I want
te thank you for your kind words day before yesterday. I think I
have reason to feel somewhat hurt by what Dr. Strong has done; and yet,
I think he entirely misunderstood the situation. I ghall write to him
at considerable length. Meanwhile, I trust that you will not feel that
I have done anything or said anything which might bring the cause of bibli=-
cal education into dierepute. I will also send you a statement of the
matter when I shall have prepared it.

"I take the liberty of forwarding a clipping which I have just
received from the coming number of the "Standard"” in reference to the
University at Chicago. Will you do me the favor to read the same!?

I am sure that this is a good precentation of the matter. It doss seem
that the opinion was very united in reference to this question.”







Dr. Morehouse to Mr. Harper: pec. 31st,1888.

"I received yours of the 28th on Saturday. I had written
you a very strong letter urging you to consider the questien of tak-
ing the presidency of the new university at ghicago on the ground
that I believe Mr. Rockefeller's gift to that institutien will hinge
very largely upon the wan who is to be at the head of it, T have had
an impression that he regarded you as the man for the place. And
feeling that the whole scheme might collapse unless you should accept
that positien I have been anxious that! you should do so, T will
not send you the letter, for your present attitude, in view of the
attack which has been made upon you, is doubtless the best for you
to assume. DBut I am becoming very apprehensive that unless a speedy
decision is reached Mr, Rockefeller's plans for Chicago will end
womewhat as the plans for the great university of yew York ended, I
know how he is boing besieged at present from Richmond, I think it
is too bad.

"I have not seen him. T do not think I shall ask to see
him on this subject unless & crisis comes, While our relatiens
are pleasant end nothing has ever occurred to alieniate us in any way
so far as I know, yet I am thoroughly convinced that I have been mise
represented to him by certain parties who have, unfortunately, got
into very close relatiens with him, As your letter is confidential
to me so mine must be confidential to you. I understand that Dr.,
Boyd, of Newark, only this week lunched with Mr. Rockefeller, and they
have lunched together several times this Fall and Winter, Poyd may
be regarded as Dr. Strong's lieutenant to do everything in his power
here to thwart the university scheme at Chicago; at least this is my
conviction. To this end T will be put in false light if that will
help defeat the scheme. I believe there are some who would be glad
to have the Chicago scheme defeated as much for the purpose of giving
a setback to the Education Secoiety as for any other purpose. There
are some men whose names I will not further mention, whom I cannr-‘r(trust
at all, however plausible may be their manner in my presence,

"The latest move of Dr. Strong, to which you refer, astounds
me, If he has begun to operate on this line of attach he will une
doubtedly get his lieutenant to co-opsrate to the best of his ability,
At the same time I do not believe it is going to seriously affect
the enterprise inasmuch as you declare yourself out of the field as
a candidate for the presidency,

"You will of course see the Standard of this week which I
hope Mr. Rockefeller may also see. How much weight these opinions will
have with him I do not know, but they can do no harm.

"I have heard nothing from Goodspeed, who seemed to be in very
close relatiems with lir. Rockefeller when he was here, andwho thought
he had a definite proposition which lir. Rockefeller would accept
with some modificatiens perhaps. If Ulr. Rockefeller can write others
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#2: Dec. 31,1888,

from a distance to visit him on this matter he certainly can write ume
when he wishes any suggestions from me, I have time and again
opened the way for such an invitatien and he has replied in gemeral
terms that he hoped to see me soon, Reyond this, T do not think

I ought to gqﬁt present.

"I think the thing for you to do is to hold on to Mr. Rockee
feller with as close and kindly a grip as you can, for I believe
more depends upon you than upon anybody elise in this important matter™
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Dr. Goodspeed to Dr. Harper, December 3] 1888,

"Your letter is at hand« I have been over to see
Drs Northrup, but he is in the city and as I am
engaged this evening I will write a word on my own account _
nows I have no idea that Dr. S8trong can harm you by A asoi
you on the peints named. It is generally conceded that
on those points there must be some latitude allowed
and if you are attacked a strong party will atonce
rally to your defense. Noreover, the animus will be
too evident and the weapon will prove a hoomerang and
return to wound him.

You know well that 1 have from the first had but
ope desire that you should take the headship of the
University. I have said this to you and to all others
with whom I have had eny conference on the subject. This
is still my most earnest wish and if I ean find an
opportunity I shall lay my views on th esubjeect very
strongly before MNr. Re That opportunity may be given
me in a letter I expect to receive from him tomorrow or -
within two or three days, as he is likely to send us
some money this week. If it is not, the matter is
sufficiently an open one between us to pearmit me to
address him on the whole subjeet; and with your permission
I will do so and in my letter refer at length to my
hopes in regard to your relation to the institution.
If he is holding his mind open to information and views
I oertéinly am at liberty to write him.

I have had a fear that we discouraged him by asking
too much and planning too large a thing. Would it not
be wise to refer the whole quesation of the scale of the
institution to him and let him understand that we will
adjust our wishes to his views.

Suppose we propose to him to give $2,000,000. or
$1,000,000s to endow the undertaking and leave us to
find the site, buildings, ete. ITwrould be wrong to
defeat the whole thing by insisting on too muchs I very
much want an institution « a University if possible -
if that is beyond us, then a well endorwed college.

I want something being certain that if we have it the
thing will grow.

We must not underrate the Strong influence«” esvesees
Tl R R A R R e e T R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R N NN N
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"Univereity and will give us a college, why I am willing
to take a college. I do not believe it will injure .
our prospects with Mre. R to let him understand that

we do not ineist on having the earth or nethiang, but
that :‘ are reasonable and will take what he decides
upons
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Dr. Goodspeed to Dr. Harper, December 3] 1888.

"I have submitted your letter to Drs. Nerthrup
and Smith and they wish me to assure you in the strongest
terms that you may depend on them to stand by you with
absolute fidelitys Thev are perfectly loyal to you,
:ng will not see you appailed without eoming to your
efense.

The more I think of it the more I am disposed %o
write to Mr. R. laying before him strongly the plan for
the University as we have proposed it, asking him to
name iY or permit us to eall it Rockefeller University
and asking him to name the President, saying that we
have thought it likely his mind might turn to Strong
or you, that we suppose Strong is so wedded to his own
University scheme that he would gonsidér nothing else,
and that if he should lay the work on you it would
give us the greatest satisfaction, that we believe in
and admire and love you and consider you the leading
teacher, the best organizer and administrator of
educational work in the denomination, the edueator who
will attract and gather students as no other man in
any denomination can, and that he e¢ould not please us
better than to name you to lead the movement. I will
ask him to name the Board, '

I will then say that we are very anxious for an
institution on the seale proposed, but that if, with
all the demands on him he cannot see his way to help
us to that, we earnestly hope he will cogsider the next
best things I will tell him we want an institution
and if what we have in ningl \d wholly impossible
we will receive with gratitude what he decides he can
help us to segure.

If you do not approve of my writing in this line
at length, telegraph me the moment you receive this,
and I will wait till I hear further from you."
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