Dr. Goodspeed to yr. gatos: April 1,1892,

"I have not found time to write in answer te your favor snclos=
ing the assignmuent. The request that we should appoint a delegate
to the Annual keeting caue the morning after our Monthly Board meete
ing and will have to wait a wmenth,

"Dr. Harper thought a few days ago that he had a new building
from Yerkes. o called again later and wae put off until after lirs G

had seen his wife, I have timo only for this line and remain",
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Mr. Harper to lir, Gates: -—=1892,

"Spent day largely with Mr, Kohlsaat. Visited with him
Whitelaw peide Dana (of Sun) "Puck", "Judge", ete. etc,

"At 6 P.M. we met Mry andiys. Yerkes and sat for an hour,

"Ur, Kohlsaa)t telegraphed Goodspeed as follows: ‘Not definite-
ly settled, but we believe it will certainly come's That tells the
whole story. Mr, K. said he would be willing to guarantee it, The
circumstances were not the most auspicious, Mrs. Yerkes = the most
gorgeously beautiful women I have seen for years - was tired out
with all the wedding matters; but she seemed interested, He said
I cannot say yes now; but I will say I want to do it., I will try
to do it. Give me a little time, Come again., I will not forget
it, etec, ete. ete,

"We worked with him the hardest we knew how. He gave us every
chance, He did everything but say yes,

"I shall work upon the supposition that he is going to do it.
When the time comes he cannot refuse,

"I am encouraged and now Wwith the help of Lod I begin the
campaign. It is one by no means certain; but we must succeed,"

"I leave for Worcester in an hour",.






April 2, 1892,
Mr, Rockefaller to Dr, Harper:-

"l am just in receipt of your kind letter in reference to the
Univereity and the last gift and thank vou very much for its cohients.

I want to czution you about overworking. You cannot carry
all the detailse I have spoken particulerly to lir. Gates on this sub=
ject. A multitude of people will stand ready to take your time, but

many of them must be attended to by others.
My health is better, but 1 shall be very careful fur at least
another year and throw off every care I can,"”






Dr. Goodspeed to yr. Gates: April 451892,

XXXXXXXXXX
"We have co & to an understanding in regard to our work hse.
T shall not hereafter visit the office until 2 P,M. ddveting the day
until that hour to canvassing for subscriptions. I should have begun
today, but very heavy rains have prevented, I dread the doing of
this alone, but there is no other way and I shall undertake to muke
ten or twelve calls every daye Think of me and give me your good

wishes".






v
April 4, 1892,

Mr, Gates to Dr, Goodspeed:=

"I am delighted at the possibility of a new building from lr,
Yerkes, How about the funds to complete those now going up? Doubtless
that problem is with you day znd night. I do not forget your remark or
inquiry ahbout what we have so often talked of = another place of larger
freedom and individual responsibility. I really thought you meant it
this time, and if I can serve you = for I sympathize with you deeply

in what I know to be the difficulties and embarrasments of your position =
I will do it,"






-
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April 5, 1892,

Mr. CGates to Dr. Goodspeed:-

"1l forgot to say in writing you westerday that to get those
bonds stored here in a first class trust company would cost if regis-
tered $500 per year and if unregistered 4750 per year, in the one
case 1 per €ent and in the other 1 1/2 per cent of the income, Mr,
Fockefeller gives me these figuree and 1 write you only to illusirate
the fact that it is & real financial service he offers in storing the
bonds. 1 suppose of course you have semt %the letter officially ac-
cepting his offer."






lMr. Harper to Mre. Rockefaller: April 5,18%2,

"Please accept my sincere thanks for your favor of April 2nd,
I am glad to know that your health is better and I sinecerely hope that
you will he careful for at least anothsr year,

"I think that possibly Mr. Gates is ovor-ansious in refsrence
te my health, but within the last two weeks we have rearranged our
work in Chicago and I have only one hour: a day now in which I see
those who call upon me. This gies me the rest eof the day for working
out the details of the plams of organization, and for visiting men
from whom we desire to secure uoney,

"We now think that Mr. C. . Yerkes will give the University
$150,000. for the building and equipuent of a biolegical laboratory;
the case is very hopeful indeed. Other natters are coming on pleasnatly.
The Reynolds Institute for Technelegical Work is in an admirable eonditiea
The sum of money which it will furnish is, however, smaller i{han was
originally contemplated. I do not think it will exceed two o{%hrsa
mllions of dollarse But I must aot weary you with details. Thanking
you for your kind letter, I remain".



¥r. Harper to yr. Gates: April 6,1892,

"I have not written you since you 1f8% us because there has
not been much to say and because I have been so very, very busy. We
have made some changes, The stenographers, prof. Abbott and myself
are now on 55th Street. Ve are able to accomplish nearly twice
as much work, Lr. Abbott has his office hours in the city from 2
to 4 in the afternoon. I am there only from 4 to 5,

"Mr., Kohlsast is quite confident that Mr. Yerkes is going to
give us $150,000. for a biological laboratory, There ig, of course,
sowe doubt. I have had two interviews with Lr. Pearson and I
think he begins to 1 cok faevorably on the matter, Goodspedd has
bad a most favorable interview with yatthew raflin andhis sen, peorge.
We are to go togethsr and Goodspeed thinks that the interview promises
a good deal, Marshall Field is not yet back, Nothing seeus to
move in the matter of the Woman's nDormitory., It is very discouraging,
The peynolds Institute is in magnificant shape, It will, however, not
pan out $5,000,000, I think that two or three will be the maximum,

I have had two interviews of two hours each with Dickey. He is a
splendid man and has no other idea than to do the highest thing and that
in connection with the University., Major Rust very strangely announce
ed to Goodspeed yesterday that he did not understand that it was ‘his
(Goodspeed*s) business to raise woney; that that was what I had come
back from Europe for, and the conversation discouraged (Goodspeed con=
siderably, e has.now left the office and is working, ve sometimes
go together and sometimes separately,

"Mr. Schwartz of the Board of Trade has promised to do something
in September. Andrews left us with the chances = to use his own
language = 'even'’ as to his coming, His visit made a strong impres-
sion upon him, All. here seem convinced that we want him very much,

"Want follows is strictly confidential, pr. Northrup has noti=
fied me that he will not teach an hour in the new University, He feels
that he has not been treated with proper respect. pye has nothing against
me whatever and it is nothing that I have done or said, It i:= the
general estimate placed upon his work, It is not appreciated. He
has been sick in bed for two days and I think the whole matter due
to depression of spirits, I hope that the matter way turn out wore
faverably,

"I go to Peoria gunday to make an raddress on education, I
will write more frequently, I inclose a document which came into my
hands this umorning, very pleasant letters have been received within
a week from both Mr. and Mrs. Rockefeller”.












lr. Harper to lir, Gates: (Telegram) April 7,189--7"

"liarshall Field gives one hundred thousand conditional
P 4
on million within sixty days. WValker gives Therw: sodbese Building".
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lioses Coit Tyler to Dr. Harper, April 8, 1892.

"I was in Rechester yesterday, and had a visit with
my dear friend and dlass-mate, Dr. Aug. He Strong. In the
course of our conversation he gave me soume fagts about the
puouaiary prospects of Chicago University, of which the
public ie as yet uniuformed, and of which perhaps my
neighbors, Hale and Laughlin, have alrsody given me some
derk hints. Of ocourse, Strong is a man of =0 sober a
Judgment, and of so careful and eccurate a habit of mind,
that although what he told had almost the sound of &2 wild
romance 1 eould not but feel that it all rested on an actual
and historic basises I wrive now merely in cbedience to an
impulse to congratulate you on this great and wonderful
reward of your huge faith, hope, and courage. There is
vome thing titaniec about the praportinhs which this great
movement for advanced eduecation in thie country has assumed.
In ite way, it seems the greatest thing the world has |
yet seen. And may it all be held for the free and glorious
¥astership of Jesus Christl® -







Dr. Goodspeed to lir. gates: April 9,1892,

"I send you the original of the letter which lir. Field has
signed, I thought I would copy it, but then concluded it would ine
terest you more to see what I originally prepared and the changes Lir. F.
reguired, I tried to get till the 20th of July, 100 days, but he
would consent to only ninety. I feel that a great deal has been
gained by getting 90 instead of €0.

"The Finance Committee has met and decided that we ought to
go forward and has called a meeting of the Board for Monday to consider
the question. We wish the Board to take the responsibility as all hands
must help do the work, I feel that we are making a tremendous ven=
ture, but lir. Field would not make an unconditional subscrition, Lr,
and lrs, Palmer, Henderson the Univ. Extension man of Phila, and Ray
Greene Huling und I believe, Prof. Liberman are all here. Schéﬁau on
his way home from the Pacific goast, W.W. Shaw gave me {1,000, this
week, Come over and help us."






wre Marshall Field te the Trustees of the University of phicago,
April 8,1892,

"In order to assist the University of Chicago in securing the
funds it needs for its first buildings and the contingent expenses
incident to the organizatien of a great institution:

"I will give to the University One hundred thousand dollars
(#100,000.) on condition that, including Nr. S. A. Kent's recent sub-
scription of $150,000.-, the sun of One million dollars ({1,000,000.)
be secured by the 1l0th day of July next, in subscriptions which the
Board of Trustees of the University shall assure the public are re=
liable and good for the sum named.

"These conditions being fulfilled I will pay this subscription
on the day of , 1892,"

Editor's Notet== When the above subscription
was handed to lMr. Field for signature he changed the concluding
line of it to read as follows.

And so changed signed it.

++++ The sun of one million dollars (§1,000,000,) be secured
by the 10th day of July next in subscraptions which I am satisfied
can be promptly met on the same terms as my own pledge,

The conditions being fulfilled I will pay this subscriptien
in one year, in four equal quarterly installments beginning July
15th, 1892,
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ir. Harper to kr. Gates: April 9,18%2,

"It seems that Goodspeed telegraphed you also the other day,
I went to Jarshall Field and at first he said he would not do any=
thing. He realized that phicage ought to furmish the million dol-
lars and that it could do it very well; that it was zn outrage
to lir. Rockefeller if it wasnot done. pye said he had made a begine
ning, that nobody had followed him and that he would not now do anything
more. I argued with him at some length and finally I asked him if he
would give the last one hundred thousand dollars € +the million., He
considered the matter a few minutes, then told me to go ahead; +that
he would do it, We are now preparing the form of subscription of
vhich we will send you & copy &s seon as it iz made, Kohlsaat,
Mc Leish, and others think that we can make the thing a success, I
have no doubt of it, He specified the time = 60 days; we are going
to try to make it 100. This means, I think, that you must come out and
help us. Of course the matter is in a definite shape If it could
have been put in this shape last pctober we should have had tihe million
dollars by this time, Goodspeed has been all wrong in this matter and
it is his standing out that has made the year thus far without success.
All the gentlemen agree that I am right in the matter of the condition
and now&hat we have it I have no fear of the result:. 0f course:
it means working night and day; but that is a pleasure with such a
possibility at the end.

"I may say to you that I am losing ground physically, A
headache comes on now every day at 5 o'clock; some days at 4 o'clock;
Some days T am compelled to gr homs and go to beds Within ten days
I have been compelled to give up work at 5 o'clock three times,

"Prof, Palmer and his wife are here. pe has a great proposi-
tion; it is nothing more nor less than the moving of the whole
Philosophy nepartuent of ,arvard College, including James and Royce,
This is probably too big a thing for us to undertake. ,enderson
ic here from Philadelphia in connectién with the yniversity mxtension,
and Ray Greene Huling reaches Chicago today, All this with the
million dollars makes life rather busy. In spite of it all, 1 went
to bed last night at a little after six, breaking three engagements for
the evening., The technélogical work is coming on nicely  Yerkes
case is still hopeful”.






Mr. Harper to lir. Gates: April 12,1892,

"At a meeting of the Board of Trustees yesterday the letter of
Mr. Marshall Field, offering £100,000. was presented to the Board.
Mr, Blake was present and wa:s chairman, It wes accepted and the
Board undertook to raise immediately the million dollars, A letter
was also presented from george Walker presenting the Thayer College
property. I inclose the form of the note which we are to work upon,
0f course, it is a tremendous undertaking, If we had had the matter in
this form six months ago the money would have been raised at this time,
It is a little humiliatipng to start out at this late day in this way,
Goodspeed and I differ in one or two essential points, It is his pro=
posal to make a broadcast appeal to the denomination and through the
press. The appeal through the press came out this worning, greutly
to my chagrin, The appeal -0 the denomination would have come out in
this week's "Standard" if I had not taken the responsibility of changing
it. This money cannot be raised from Baptists; it must come from men
of weal-h and tnese men will be in no way affected by anything said
in the daily papers. I hope that you will now see the importance of
couing to Chicago and spending a itle whiles If you cannot do this
before the Anniversaries, surely you can arrange to spend June with
use This will be the hard month, We huve alrsady commenced work,
We are hoping that Lr., Yerkes will this morning consent to give
$150,000, This will make $400,000. sure, The Woman's Club will
take holde I met the committee yestsrday. lirs. Crouse told me
distinctly Saturday that if you hazd helped in ths matter of the Mis=-
sionary School she could have raised the $150,000, for the Woman's
Building by this time, but since her hands were tied in her eifort
to raise the $10,000., she has bsen able to do nothing, She thinks
it would have been better for the interests of education as well as
for lir. Rockefeller®'s work us a whole if some aid might have been
givan the Missionary School. I tried to show her that there wers
reasons why such a thing could not be done, but am afraid I did not succeed
very well,

"I shall probably go East this week, though whether it is wise
just now to leave is a serious question, Whitman has positively accepte
ed and it is necessary to finish up the men in his department".

PSS = I inclose a letter received yesterday from Jjoses Coit
Tyler which I thought you would like to read".






April 13; 18%2.

Mr. Rocksfellsr to lMr, Gitesi=

"1 duly received yours of the 1llth, with enclosures as stated,
all of which I return herein with thanks, =nd 1 hope the expectations
of our University will be realized.

EDITOR'S NOTE:= Mr, Gates was in the habit of forwarding to

Mr. Rockefeller importent letters received from Dr, Goodspeed and
Dr. Harper. Many of f{hem were wriitem to Mr, Gates by these gentle-

men wits this expectation, as Mr. Gates had by this time coms to be
recognized as Mr, Rockefeller's representative,






NS
April 13, 1892,

Mr, gstes to Drs. Harper and Coodspeed:

"l will address you as one person, I spent a day the latter
part of last week in Cleveland and failed to get yourletters and tele-
grame until Monday on my return. 1 have been too rushed to write my
hearty godsp2ed in the new and mighty task before yous Most ardenily do
1 hope that the money will roll in upon you in thousands and hundreds of
thousands. The conditions are fearfully severe and the contiguity
of Mr. Field's prosperity lessons the stimulative powsr of his conditional
pledzes Your success under these conditions will be beyond measure
creditable to yourselves and to the city of Chicago. I hope you will
think it wise to zsk that all pledges be unconditionals I should not
be surprised if you win in 30 days, nor would it be surprising if you
should fall far short in 90, You can win only by means aof several gifts
larger than Mr. Field's, 1 think, and whether you can get them no man
can forecast. You will have to name buildings, plan buildings, get
out elevations for inspection of proposed donors, with a rapidity that
makes me dizzy. God bless and sustain you in this great crisis.

1 sent those Wis, Cent. Bonds on Wednesday of last week to lir,
Holdsn es directed, asking him to acknowledge recsipt. He has not done
so and 1 am worried, 1 sent them exactly as 1 received them, viz., in
a stiff envelope without registration in P.O. Please ascertain if they
have been received and relieve my anxiety. lir, Rogers has not received
the official letter regarding your acceptance of Mr, Rockefseller's pro=
posal to store the bonds he gave to the University, and is awaiting it
daily, or was two days ago.

Mre R, gave $35,000 to complete the fine dormitory for Vassar.
It will cost $110,000 and care for and board 104 girls. It will be
named for or by Mr. R,

Goodbye and God bless you botn."



i =
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April 15, 1892,

Mr. Rockefeller to Dr. Harper:i=

"Yours of the 5th at hand in reference to the Daptist building
at Chautauqua. I have assumed so many other obligations, ineluding

my larze promises to Chicago University, I must ask you to excuse me.
I hope the Chautauqua move will not be allowed to interfere wita your

time and strength, so necessary for the great undertaking of the
University at Chicago."

btssy Nl A Noofony Zuts acded P
L7TZP{L4£45£LJQ£L7 SR I 8 5 ,41«f4/ “ﬁlctef ’1‘7%’q’v

7 g



BRGSO A SO RO










Dr. Goodspeed to yr. Gates: April 20,1892,
o e A g s e W

"I am in receipt this morning of a telegram from Dr., Harper
and Kohlsaat to the effect that while it is not absolutely settled
that Mr. yerkes will build the Biolegical Laboratnry they think it
will certainly come. But you are on the ground and mist know all
about it,

"The Engineers, architects and electricians have issued a
strong circular and assure me that they will raise the funds for
the Physical Laboratory.

"The Wemen's Club are apparently ready to take hold in earnest
of the Women's Dormitory,

"How it will be with the gtandard Club I am not sure though
Felsenthal, whom I have sesen today, spokd hopefully and as though
he would take hold in earnest,

"You know Lir. Walker has given in the Female College property
at Morgan Park for the Academy,

"W. W. Shaw gave me £1,000. a few days ago and was very cordial
and kind about it.

"I have had a bad cold and have not been very well for the
past few days and as a consequence have not taken as bright views
of life as I should".






Br. Goodspeed to lir. Gates: April 28,1892,

"Our skies have brightened during the last two days. Ve
have been asking as you knew for eight buildings. A Physieal Labora-
tory, a Biological Laboratory, a Museum, a Dormitory for young men, a
Dornitory for young women, a Gymnasium and a Chapel and Library.

(1) The engineers, etec, are actively at work oa the Physical Labe
oratory and say they will raise for the Laboratory a kiechanical
Museum&equipment == - e mmaaend 250,000,

(2) The Women's Club will make an effort to build
the Dormitory for young women ww==- - 150,000,

(3) Dr. Harper and Mr, Kahlssat ame very hopeful about
securing the Biological Laboratory from Mr. Yerkes e=-=-= 150,000,

(4) We went yestsrday to see lir, Walker about the
museum and he has practically agreed to see one built
CoSting =mmemmacenmccc e e n e e e n e enemene-e= 100,000,
and has today selected the site and directad Cobb to make
plans, He will ask some friends to help him but will be
responsible for it,

(5) We heard a few days ago a rumor that S. B. Cobb's
daughters wete urging him to erect a building on the
Univ'y campus. Yesterday Mir. Valker took us to see
his Hf brother Wm. B, Walksr, Mr. Cobb's son-in-law.
He told us that it was true that he and the two daughters
had advised him to do it. They had suggested the Library
and he had received the suggestion favorably, He wants
to leave a memorial and to leave it in connection with
some prominent and enduring institution. Mr, W. B. Walker
and the daughters will now urge it on him and as the Jews are
backward we have consented to the Library to cost not
less than =weeecmcaceenccceseesesammenm~ - 150,000.

(6) Today we called on F. T. Haskill and proposed
to him to lead the way in an effort to find ten men to
give $20,000, each for a Gymnasium. pe received the sug-
gestion well and has promised to lay the matter before
half a dozen friends and if they receive it favorably to
ask Dr. Harper to meet them at lunch at the Club and lay
the whole case before them, We shall push this and
ought to succeed in finding ==—ew-eacemmwecvecaman === 200,000,

"The above is about the way the thing now stands as to build=-
ings. We sse no light as to a Chapel which we need as imperatively
as anything, for we shall have no room where the students can all
assemble and which would hel/ immensely in emphasizing the religious






fo1 April 28,1892,

character of the University and none as to the Dormitery for young
men, on the necessity for which I do not need to speak,

"I am much encouraged and for the first time hopeful. Ve
shall without doubt be disappointed in some of these things, but when
one of them fails there is a chance of our finding something to take
its place.

"I do not know whether Dr. Harper found time to talk with you
about Rush Medical College, They have been very urgent for a Unien.
We have made these conditiens, that the Collsge be turned over to us
as absolutely as the Latin Dep rtment, that the standard be raised
as high as we want it and that they raise $125,000, or $25,000, a year
for five years to sustain the college. 1,.ake Forest wishes to
retain them and they have consented to remaim, if Lake Forest will
put half a million into the endowment of the college. This thsy do
not believe can be done and they have gone to work and got the $125,000,
in sight. so that they are certain they can securs it.

"The most significant thdng that has yet happened to indicats
the feeling about the Uniear'y in high quarters is this, We have
received overturns from Dr. Chamberlain, Pras. of the Univ'y of Viscon=-
sin to come to us as Head of the Geological Department, A month ago
he declined to go to Yale as successor to prof, Dana and it is known
that he will be offersd the headship of the U.S. Geoleogical Survsy,
when Major Powell resigns a few months hence. He is & magnificant
men, has had a great success at Madison, has doubled the number of
students in his five uears presidency and his coming would add zgreatly
to our prestige. The question is, can we appoint anohher Head preofessor ?
He is really too great a prize to be lost. To take one of the ablest
College Presidents in the country the head of the gtate University that
ranks with the Univ'y of Winn, and is second only to Michigan ' What shall
we do ?

"The Harvard School of chicago, which has the sons ~f the richest
families in the city and chargzes $350. a year tuition to pupils in the
last year, wishes the University to take charge of it. The two
heads who s®e making a net income of $5,000, sach, are suing for a connece
tion. Again, what shall we do.

"You will see that most of what I have written is quite cone
fidential, You ought to be here so that we could takl all these things
over, and the other things that are coming up daily,

"Hut chinson return: to help us next week, but Ryerson will
not be back till August. I am urging pr. Harper to lay our needs
before him. I will keep you informed of our progress and depend on






#3: April 28,1892,
you to let Mr. Rockefeller know how it goes with us,

"We have certainly got things started hopefully and we shall
carry this effort far on toward success. But the time is so
terribly short. The tenth of July is so dreadfully near and the
sun to be secured is so very large,

"I know you appreciate all thig.and understand all about
the ups and downs we shall have, Probably the next letter I send
you will be a blue one. You must not be too much encouraged by
this nor too much depressed by the next".









April 30, 1892,

Mr. Gates to Dr. Strongi=

"Dr, Welling ies to speak at our annual meeting Saturday afternocon
May 28th in Philadelphia on "University Edueation," His address will
not be primarily a plea for Columbian, - We wish to folleow this ad-
dress with intelligent discussion of the general themes My report,
which will precede Dr, Welling, will speak of the plans of the Univers=
ity of Chicago and incidentally point out that in the main they adopt
the idea first urged upon the Baptists by you I wish our Chairman
to be at liberty to call you out &fter Dr, Velling's addrees for a talk
of from five to fifteen minutes. I hope alsc we can hear from Dr, An=
drews, Dr., Harper and perhaps others, who can speak wiselye. May
we eall on you!? We prefer this to & printed formal announcement,"






May 2, 1892.
Vr, pates to Dr. Goodspeed:=

"Your kind letter of 28th at hande I will send it down to
lir. Rockefeller, Certainly things are opening out hopefully, You are
going in expecting to win, and determined tu wine, That of itself is
a good augury of success, On the various things you ask about I
really have no wisdom to spare, 1 suppose Rush to be the best of the
medical schools, but should myself be very shy. I have always dreamed
of something better in the medical line than Rush could ever offer, 1
think new wine will need new bottles. No doubt the arrangement would
be good for Rush and bring some friends to the University. 1 can give
no counsel, however. And 1 know too little about the Howard School
snd the terms they offer to give an opiniom on that.

If the offers slready made to head professors are accepted,
I do not see where the money is to come from to pay for a great depart-
ment of Ceology. 1 would not myself bank on Mr. Rockefeller, He will
not give again under eny compulsion of necessity. He has warned me on
that score, §7,000 a year will bring many tempting offers, but it
seeme to have no drawing power on Mr. R. Observe how it also causes
heart burnings among the men of $2,500 and $3,000, 1 huve very great
doubt if the Univereity will get the funds to build itself up from him
on that scale of salaryv, further extended, with all that it involves.
1 have already urged Dr. HNarper to drop any further extension of that
figure and create a lower scale, though 1 do not know as that is now
possible.

1t will be an immense achievement if you raise that million.
It has now become at least possible. There is hope enough te fire all
with tireless zeal. Veanwhile yvou will know how to keep everything
else off. It will require & good deal of reeisting power to avoid
getting loaded up wilh entangling and nesdless alliance offering no
profit except to the applicants. ,

My heart is with you evsry day end the sight of your familiar
fist in a letter gives me a thrill of pleasure.”






Mr. Strong to Nr. Gates: uay 3,1892,

"I should bs glad to speak at the meeting of the Education
gsociety, if I could only speak my mind honestly, But I doubt whether
you would think it desirable for we to speak, if you knew what I should
be likely Lo say,

"It would not be possible for me simply to congratulate the
denominatien on what hus been done at chiczgzo, or to describe our need
of University work, without giving the impression that I have come to
rogard myself as mistaken in my original scheme with regard to yew
York gityy and that I now give up all hope of establishing a
Baptist institution thsre,

"Neithsr of these things are true. I still firmly belisve
that T was right. The greatest educatienal chance was open
to us, and we lost it, The three steps which T urgedifive years ago
Columbia Colleze has successively taken. It has broadened out into
a University, it has established a great system of fellowships, it
has secured the Bloomingdale grounds, If money had been forthcoming,
we could have done all this and could have preempted the ground, without
the disadvantages of the Academic department which Columbia has to
hinder its progress.

"I still think that the denouination which mastars yew York
will master the country, and that if we resign ourselves to having
not the vestige of a Baptist Educational Institutien in thuat .centrs of
three millions, we cannot recover our ground by anything we can do
in phicago. The fact that paptists in wew York gity have not grown
at all in tweanty years is most alarming. If we do not establish
an institution there we shall go further back, and the Episcopalian
will become the leading power in America,

"If I had the woney I would now buy up the Northern half of the
Bloomingdale  property and put a Seminary there, to be like Union Seumin-
ary affiliated with Columbia pollege. I would seek to move Rochester
and Cosger and to unite them, but I would establish the geminary even
if neither of them would rewmove,

"You may be perfectly sure that the day of judgment will come
to the American Baptist Education Society if it constitiutes itself
a Western oam-a phicago Boclety only, and lets yew York fo to destructien,

"I have delivered my umessage, and I huve no call to uftter
myself publicly or privately any more, All that I have said in the
past I have uttersd with a profound sense of responsibility, with a
feeling that God callad me to the utterance, and with a determination
to be simply honest and true to God*s call, I do not claii. to be
infallible, but I believe thus far that I was right, I can approve
and applaud the chicago scheme only, as a second=best plan, and with the
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qualification that a great mistake was made in encumbering the insti-
tution with wundergraduate departuwents. It seens to me that this will
forever prewent Chicago froem being the best sort of a University, It
will have to slough off the Academies and the Colleges, if it is ever
to make the postgraduate work of the highest order. Half its diffie
culties in the way of finance would have been avoided if its scope

had been limited to University work, And it is finding, and will find
continually, that this University work could have been done much more
hopefully in wew York,

"0f course I ought to anticipate ths future, Chicago will
be great and will have great influsnce. By pouring in money there
now, a sort of prestige can be gained, and a march can be started while
columbia and yparvard are slowly dragging after,

"I appreciate most highly pr. Harpert*s qualificatiens for the
work ofw organization, Though his plan seems to me too complex, I
have no doubt he can do great things with it if he has the funda. I
have given up all opposition to his theological views, for T have made
some progress mysslf in his direction, I am ready most hearily to
second every effort he makes, for I believe that it would be a great
calamity for the enterprise now to fail.

"But if I speak in Philadelphia oaly in commendation of phicago
and of nr. parper, I shall be untrue to mysslf, and shall be under=-
stood as acknowledging that I was all wrong in my views both as to the
location and as to the character of the University which American Bap=
tists need. I should also be understood as conceding that we can
now safely and innocently leave ywew York pity to take care of itself,
while yet we 1ift no finzer to rescue it, But you will not think it
best for me to state my views about wew York and the need of a Seminary
there, and thersfore it sesms to e T had betier not speak at all,
Unless you wish me to speak my whole mind, then, I will simply
listen; for 1 wish to put not a straw in the way of the Society
and its work. What I say to you, I do not talk to others, I have dis-
charged my duty as advocate and have committed the whole matter to
God against the last great day.

XXEXEXXTXIXX

"I confess that the problem of our Smaller Colleges is a
great one, It soumetimes seems to me that the enly solution is to
build up in connection with them firsteclass academies, and then to
let the gollege gradually become a2 large Academy, itself. Rochester
wiflh its meagre facilities can never compete with Cormell, and our
Seminary cannot always compete with the Seminary established in ths
great cities, e have a ligature about our Carotid Artery. Vhile
we lack $5,000. a year of paying our expense lir. Afedstrom 6f Buffale
gives his é12,000. to Chicago, instead of to uss I hope you and









Dr. Goodspeed to MNr., Gates: liay 4,1892,
XXXXXXXXXX

"iir, Walker formally and in person told the Board that he
wo.ld be responsible for the $100,000. Museun in case we raise the
million dollars. Ths preliminary drawings have been nade for
it and I think it the handsomest building yet planned. Kent is
likely to put $170,000, into his building,

"I am glad to have your letter, It will be a guide to me in
considsring future appointments.

"The Sturtevant subscription has been paid in full as
the executor wi:zhed to settle up the estate, I wish I could be

with you at Philadelphia but of course T must remain right hwre".
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May 6, 1892,
Mr, Gates to Dr. Strong:=

"In asking you to discuss university education 1 had mo other
thought than this:- That you would probably urge distinctly graduate
work as important and probably most important, If you should incident-
ally urge its diesociation altogether from undergraduste work, there
could be no objection. Indeed, personally, I see no objection, if you
yourself thought it wise and useful,to urge New York as the place, 1
thihk myself that that question, so far as general education is con-
cerned, is settled end that the discussion of it would be rather of
personal than general interest, hence unwise in the speaker,

Dr. Welling is to discuss the subject, I understand, without
reference to location. It was as far as possible from any thought of
mine that you should be placed in a position requiring you either to
congratulate Chicago or to seem to have azbandoned your well known views,

escseee] think I intelligently comprehend all that you mean by
the "Day or Judgment" here and in previous letters, If it is the
lsast gratification to yourself to emit these premonitory thunders,
let them continue. But any solicitude in rmy behalf, while very kind
in you, has no sort of influence on my conduct. I am doing my duty
as my duty appears, without fear or favor, and there I stand, perfectly
serene,

eeesollow, as to the Philadelphia meeting, I wish you would
speak, Say, of course, what you think needs to be saide What I
would most like to hear you say would be some word as to the necessity
of graduate instruction, because that important factor, just now su=
premely pressing, is not generally recognized among us as it should be."
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Dre. Jo L+ Jackson to Dr.Harper, May 6, 1892.

*"Ever since I listened to your addresas at the
Seminary Commencement I have had in mind to write a line
to assure you of the sympathy and support of the great
najoerity of the alumni of the Divinity Sghool. We belisve
in youe We like your advance positions. e know that the
enly way to hold the seholarshlp of the age in loyalty
to evangel ieal Christianity is to stand upon the ground
you have taken.

I know that in some quarters you are eriticised. Ko
one ¢an do the work that you are doing and escape that.
The strength of the rising ministry is with yous A4ll the
future is yours. It scems more and more tc me that the-
University of Chicago has boch established in the
Providence of God to stand for a reasonable and scientifie
exvosition of the Word of Ged. It cannot fail to have a
vast influence upon the entire denomination and will
bring the Baptiat pccpic to have such a faith in Lruth
that they shall fearlessly follow wherever it may lead us.®
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Mre. Strong to jir. Gates: yay 7th,1892,
"Your tone of injured innocenge is very amusing, and shows
that you have not understood me at all, You have done your best,
I do not doubt, and I havs nothing but praise for you. ‘The day
of Judgment® is simply the day, mot far off, when the paptists at
the East will awake to see that they are left out in the celd, It
will be largely their fault, of course; but then they will blame
the Education Society for not taking their needs, and those of yew
York City, into consideration, As for my *thunders' I have nonas
to utter, and intend to have none. I only predict the thunders of
other people = perhaps of the next generation,
YAs to the ten=minute talk, I will give it, if you desirs,
But I shall be studiously silent about anything that would leave
the impresssion of having changed my mind as to the past and present
needs of yew York City. I shall simply eaforcethe general demand
for higher education by my own experience on Faculties and Ccoumittees
of Instruction.
~
"I do not remsumber that I marked my cowmunication about pr. XKill
as confidential. Though I have the information vary directly, it
is still not quite so direct as if nr./ﬁzal had told me himseif, and
theraefore I prefer that you should not use my name in connection with

it",
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Dr. Harper to lr. Rockafeller: vay 7,1892,

"I wonder whether you remember a promise given me at Cleve=
land that at the opening of the University vou would consent to come
to Chicago and attead the exercises, The time is approaching
when the arrangements for such exercises ought to be made, if made at
all.

"After careful considsrqtion, I have proposed to our Board of
Trustees that they hold no opening exsrcises; that the work of the Uni=
versity begin Oct. 1lst as if it were the continuation of a work which
had been conducted for a thousand years, I find that the majority
of the Board are not in favor of this plan, and of course, I gladly
yield to their wishes. They, on the other hand, are very anxious
to know what would be pleasing to yous They realize the great
debt of gratitude due to you for your many and magnificant doe
nztionss They recognize your desp and personal interest in the
Universitye They feel that the questien ouzht not to be decided one
way or the other without consulting you. I venture, therefore, to
trouble you to give the matter at least a passing thought, and if it
is ia accordance with your judgment to indicate to me what, under
all the circumstances, seems to you to be the proper thing. No one
cam deny that the day of opening wili be a day of reat importance
in the history of American education. Our gentlemen argue that
such a day ought to be properly celebrated, and though prsonally, I
am opposed to dicplay end ceremony, I realize the faet that it is a great
event,

"Sincerely hoping that you will give the matter at least a
moment of your time for consideratien, I remain",

"PE: = Ve are working away as hard as we know how on the
millien dollars for buildings, I feel quite confident that we shall
be able to secure the entire amount within the date specified. At
the came time I realize that it is a very great undertaking".
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Mr, Harper to lir, Gates: May 10,1892,

"Your wonderful letter about Hill has been received. It
paralyzes me, T am afraid that we have exhausted all our funde,
Logic is not enough: If it could have been legic and rhetorile it
would have beem all right, We do not want Hill in philesephy, Just
where to put him is a questien. I feel that we are getting matters
now into very definite shape and the flexibility of the cituatien has
departed. I will talk the matter ever with the committee this aftere
noon and see what I can do,

"W now know two things: (1) Palmer and his wife will not
come, It is only fair to us to say that it was wewho declined them;
not they who declined us, You will, perhaps, let Mr. Rockefeller
know this. They did not decline, as a matter of fact, $12,000.,
though the papers say so. (2) Andrews wiil not be with us next year,
We shall held the head professorship open (Hence mot offer the place
to pre Strong) but I shall go to work at once and organize the depart-
ment for next year. A good many difficulties are solving themselves,
The fact that Andrews does not come will make it possible for us xm
now to take Chambelain, which is a very iupertant matter®.






lire Gates to lire Rockefeller: hay 10th,1892,
"I would suggest the following answer to the Chicage Committee,
the envelape to be addressed to A. K., Parker, D.D,, 1212 Chamber of

comnerce Chicago:

Messrs A. K. Parker, F, A. Smith, E, B. Felsenthal, Committee,
Chicago, Ill,

Dear Sirs:=-
Allow me to acknowledge with gratitude the
very courteous and thoughtful sentiments of your kindness of
March 28th in behalf of the trustees of the Uaiversity of ghicago,
I trust that the serious responsibilities undertaken by the trustees
and the high and engrossing service cheerfully rendered by them
will not fail of due appreciatien by a grateful public.
"The above or a still more simple acknowledgmesit, closing with
the first sentemce would I think be gratefully received, They do
not mean to invite suggestiens I think, im their letter, but simply
to assure you that they know you are interested in all they de, and

are working to merit your approval",
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May 13, 1892, -

Mre. Martha M. Tuttle to Mr., Catesi-

"Your letter of May 1llth, enclosing a lsttier to Dr. Harper,
received. Mr, Rockefeller directs me to say he approves the lettier
except on the third pages From this it would be better to leave out
the words "still further." Will you kindly send us a copy of this
letter for our files?!"

EDITOR'S NOTE:= The words "still further" were duly left out
and the letter itself follows.

FDITOR'S NOTE:= Mrs. Tuttle was assistant secretary to ilr. Rock=-
efeller.
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May 13, 1892,

Mr, Cates to Dr, Harper:-

"Mr. Rockefeller is in receipt of your favor of the 7th inst.
As his secretary is 111, Mr. Rockefeller asks me to eubody his views,
as expressed to me in conversation, in a reply. A prefatory word re-
garding his counsel in generals While he is of course closely inter=-
ested in the conduct of the institution, he has refrained hitherto from
making suggestions, and would prefer in genersl not to take an active
part in the counsels of the mansgements He prefers to rest the whole
weight of the man:gement on the shoulders of the proper officers, Donors
can be certain that their gifts will be preserved and made continuously
and largely useful, after their own voices can no longer be heard, only
in so far &s they see wisdom and skill in the mensgement, quite independ=-
ently of themselves, now, No management can gain skill exeept as it
exercises i1ts functions independently, with the privilege of making
errors and the authority to correct thems The only way to assure a
wise management during the whole future of the institution, is to con-
tinue the method employed hitherto, in the selection of membsrs of the
board, which is to make the mest careful, the nicest possible choice of
new men to fill necessary vacancies, as they shall from time to time oc-
cur, and so keep the hoard at all times up to the highest point of skill
and efficisncy.

In view of the fact that he once gave you the impressiom that
he would attend the opening, he feels that in this case his impressions
about the matter are due you.

He now thinks it will be hardly possible for him to attend,
even if you should decide to have the ceremonious opening you are now
consldering.

Some considerations occur te him sgainst any formal opening
ceremonies, Among them the following:-

The institution is not in gll respects a new creation. It is
substantially a continuation of a former work on a new and enlarged basis.
You have already taken official action, linking the new university to
the old. Its alumni have become your elumni. You already have then,
a considersble body of alumni., The formal ceremony proper to a new in=
stitution might not be so appropriamte in the present instance.

A grand opening will be attended with no inconsidersble expense,
0f course such expense would hardly be wise, unless it shall bring in
substantial returns.

No inerease of students or of funds can be expected to flow
from the opening, It seems now probable that you are io have all the
students you can take care of, and the field will be pretty thoroughly
canvassed for funds before the opening.

The public advertisement of an opening is hardly needed.
Already the institution has become very extensively known. Already
you have made the progress of half a century, Public expectation has
been carried by the press to a very high points May there not be danger
that your epeakers will vie with each cther in the exuberance of oratory
to magnify the greatness of the institution, snd thus involve you in the
risk of disappointing public expestation? If it should be urged that
the founding of a great institution deserves formal public recognition
on a somewhat national scale, is it not a sufficient reply, that such
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recognition will be given the institution in generous measure, with the
tongpue of eloquence, as the institution in its future history demon=-
strates its public usefulness? The intentions of the institution are
well known. Its achievements, so far as concerns .he present under=
taking are still in the future.

It is an important consideration that the executive officers,
upon whom must fall the heavy burden of arranging the ceremonies, are
already overburdened with the duties of practical administracion,

With the approach of Octs 1lst their duties will inevitably multiply.

1t dces not sesm prudent either to lade them more heavily, or to divert
their attention from the preeminently important work of arranging for
the immediate practical efficiency of the school iteelf.

Mr, Rocksfeller's judgment is then on Lhe whole, &against a
formal public opening.

You will understand that I have tried to give accurately
Mr, Rockefeller's views, as he expressed them a day or two ago, with-
out any admixture of my own, The faults of expression are however
mine. "

EDITOR'S NOTE:= Before being sent to Dr. Harper, this letter
was read and approved by Hr. Rockefeller.
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lUr. Harper to Nr. Gates: May 18,1892,

"Your kind letter embodying the views of Mr. Rockefeller
on the subjét of a ceremppioyu; opening was received and read to the
Board, The Board Suilif?gfgﬁ’to have no opening of any kind, I
think that the gentlemen of the Board realize the responsibkbility
which rests upon their shoulders and that they will take great care
in the administration of all the affairs of the University. The
regularity with which they attend Beard meetings, the scrutiny which
they exercise in reference to every item of expense, assures me that
Mr. Rockefeller need have no apprehensions as to the wise administra=-
tion of affairs.

"I speak this afterncon before the Woman's Club on the subject
"Women and the University" and make my appeal for the weman®s building,
We think that Mrs. Rysrson, Mr. Ryerson's mother, will give $10,000,
toward the building, (Note=She has given it, and the Club took hold
most enthisiastically. It is sure).

"] have had & pretty difficult matter on my hands. Mr. Hutchine
son came back with the idea that he and a few others should raise monsy
enough for the building of the chapel, You can see at once that it
would rot do for the chapel to be built by a Universalist, If any build=-
ing on tke campus must be erected by the paptists it ought te be the
chapels. His heart is really set upon it and he now talks about it,

I have wondered whether the plam concerning which we have talked might
be realized, Yesterday afternoon parker, Perrin and Gifford had a
long conBrence in the office as to what should be done in reference to
the chapel. They all agreed that it would be something very much out
of the way to allow a Unitarian or Universslist to build it. They
were greatly disturbed about the whole matter. If the:e were any way
by which I could assure Mr. Hutchinson that the chapel wou'd be cared
for, I could turn his attention to the gymnasium, and he, T think,
would build it, but his heart has besen set upon the chapel.

"le are getting on fairly well, Every day we spend four or
five liours on the street. This work, in view of the terrible weather
we have had, has been very burdensomg I am nearly worn out., The
work in the line of organizatiem has been very great, The xdepartments
are getting into shape quite rapidly and the department programs are
requiring a large amount of work., [lLast night I did not go to bed until
3 o'clock. LUy dictating is done now between ¢ix and eipht in the
morning in order that I may be aboe to get down town by nine o'clock,

I spend practically neo time in the office.

"Hoping that I uay =ee you soon, yet querying in my own mind
vhether, in vdew of the peculizrities of the situation here, I ought
to leave next week".
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pyre Gates to kr. Rockefelle: pay 21,1892,

"This letter, being in reply to the®s on the opening,
belongs to you. You will be interested alse in what Dr. Harper
says about the chapel. pe speaks of a plan "we talked of". The
fact is that Dr. Harper suggested to me the idea ofyour building the
chapsl befors I wrote the letter on the subject to lirs. Rockefeller,
I thought the idea had enough merit in it to justify my suggesting it
to you, but I had not and have not row any idea of doing more, I
do not send you the present letter with the least idea of canvassing
you.fer it, but simply to let you know what is going on. I do not
myself see any very great objection to the Universalists building
the chapel if they want to. Or if Drs. Perrin, parker and Gifford are
disturbed in behalf of our 3aptist nretheram in Chicago, let them bestir
themselves to ralse the funds, if possible to build it, Accordingly
I do not share to any great extent the embarrassment felt by these
brethern. Ly sole thought is, that if you on reflection would like
to erect this memorial, I do not want you to be forestalled by kr.
Hutchinson and his friends, simce they cun easily be diverted to other
worke And I have no doubt pr., Harper's embarrassment is somewhat due
to the fear, that it is just possible that he may be forestalling
what you would prefer to do. 7 think I need nbt assure you that I
write this, solely in fidelity to what I conceive my possibly be your
own wic es, The fact being, that T have no other intere:zt in the mate
ter, than a desire to serve you".

"PE! == I can sasily write pr. Harper to make what arrange-
ment: he thinks best about the chapel, It will have to be very large
and ought to seat 1500 to 2000 and it ought to have a Mo AT, attach-
ment, It would cost you I presume $250,000, possibly 175 less,
had no idea the matter could matura 80 soon".
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ur. Gates to Lir. Rockefeller: May 24,=92,

"A letter from Dr, Harper dated Saturday lst says lr. Hutchine
son has practically decided to undertake the gymnasium in:tead of the

chapel, I have made no reply to Dr. Harper's letter forwarded to you"
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May 25, 1892.

™

Dr. Goodspeed to Dr. Harperi=

"Judze Story's letter deserves very serious consideration,
Mr. Kelly's lawyer will be very hard to satisfy. Of course the bond of
the University and & pledge on our part to turn over the rents of the
building so far as necessary should be considered ample security, but
we pust give more than this, or we shall lese the $50,000,

Mr, Hutchinson's suggestion is that we shall put 5 pct secur-
ities to the amourt of $50,000 in escrow with some bank, the interest
to go to her during her life, In this case we do not in any way
risk the securities, nor do we lose the interest on them, as we re=
ceive the income from the building instead of the intersst on the se-
curities. We wish you to talk the whole subject over with Gates.
Psrhaps some other method may be found to satisfy the lawyer.,  Hutchin-
son's cbjection to personslly guaranteeing the interest is that he
might die and leave a guarantee of this sort tehind. VWhat Judge
S%0CY wrote in regard tc Mr. Hitchinson's finding $100,000 or $200,000
more on the s:me terme was @ quotation from Mr, H's own statement made to
nime Mr, H. proposed that we should invest $50,000 of lMr. Field's sub=
scription in 5 per cent bonds and put them in escrow to provide for the
payment of the interest. 1 objected that we shall be compelled to use
Mr, Field's $100,000 at onece in paying for the recitztion building,
That is impracticable and imposeible.

Mrs. Geo. E. Adams gives §1,000 on the Women's Building, "
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May 31, 1892,

Mr, George D. Rogers to Mr, Gatesi=

"Your letter of the 21st is received. Mr, Rockefeller re=
quests me to say that he does not wish to do anything about the Ehild=-
ing of the chapel referred to for the University of Chicago.™

EDITOR'S NOTE:= Mr, Rogers was Mr, Rockefeller's private se-
!‘Btm-






Mr, Harper to lir. Gates: June 3, 1892,

"I have just dictated my speech, It will reach you Lionday
morning, The pressure here-is greater than before. We have
reached the nervous stage and I suppose this will continu e to the end,
I think I have satisfied the gentlemen in reference to the matter of
security, Individual members of the Board have secured lirs, Kelly
and the wmoney is in our hands. $300,000, will probebly be received
on the same basis. The prozpect 6f S. B, Cobb paying in §150,000.
is better than ever., Ve are beginning to build upon it., The Jews
have taken hold more vigorously. The outlook for the Physical Labor-
atory has also brightened. One or two things which we thought of as

possibilities have vanished but we move ahead,

"Whaf a characteristic statement in the Examiner this weele con-
carn&ng}!({.t's address, and how admirable it—was of them-fo publish
-.- & propertion of your TFeport T am anxioue okno:t}u

of Jour_cenversatiomuith yerfoot Sunday afternooms— Wil

tell me "









lir., Gates to Mr. Rocksfeller: June 11th,1892,

"Dr. Goodspeed wires me that they ‘have $150,000. from Cobb
in blek and white®. Mr. Cobb is a wealthy and aged Chicago citizen,
who has made his monaey in that eity, and wishes to return some of it
as a public testimonial. It is his purpose I believe to put up a
dormitory. They have now about $600,000. of their million, and a
good deal more in sight = or just over the horizen, about to come in
sight, to recur to your illustration, I feel sure they will now
win,

"Dr. Henderson of Detroit, will not accept the secretaryship of
the Home Mission ' Society,. if I guess aright, If he does not, he
will remain where he is I think, He so writes me today, I think
it would be hopeless to try to get him to leave his present pastorate
for anyother pastorate inm the country., He is probably quite right

in rewaining where he: is. His influence is zreat™.






Dr. Goodspeed to lLr. Gates: June 12,1892,

"I tslsgraphed you of S. B. Cobb's subscription of $150,000.
tomorrow., I will send you the newspaper statement. It is quite
true that lir. Cobb and his family worked this out the:selves, Ve were
however in constant coummunication with Wm., B. VWalker, the son in law,
The matter dragged, but Lr. W. felt that & would imperil the whole
thing if we approached M. C. personally., At last he said he fearsd
the decision must go over to the Fall, I then told Dr. He that we
must take the matter into our own hands, and go and see kr. C. He
said, 'M.W. warned me again today against it, but we will go if you
will take the responsibility'. I said 'I will for we shall c-rtainly
lose it if we delay's We went, found him, talked the whole case
over fully, explainsd a number of things that he did not understand
and left him apparently decided. He said he had thought he would
write us a letter voluntarily proffering the subscription. This we
encouragede Two days later the pr. met him on the strset and told him
we hadn't received the letter. The old man said he hadn't found
time to write it and in fact didn't know just how to go at it, The
pr. said, gave Mr. Walksr do it. But he thought Lr. W. was too busy
and said 'Dr. Harper, you write it,* of course the pDr. consented
and came %to the office and gave me the job, Two days latsr the old
gentleman walked into the office with the letter signed and another
I hud prepured designating the recitation building now going up as
the one to be called gobb Hall.

"Ovar against this great victory the sams day broughi in a
great defeat. Yerkes backed square out as I alway:s supposed he would,
But for this failure I should now be confident of success, As it is
however, I dare not say how it is likely to go with us. I cannot see
the rest of the monsy. I cannot even see the men to ask it from.

The Electrical men and engineers after deing a great deal of confident
talking have accompliéshed nothing. Last week we interested E. C. a
son of 0,W.Potter and he took Dr. He to J. G. Uc Williams a partner of
lir. Field and he at once subscribed $5,000. for the Physical ;aboratory,
We must I fear take that work up ourselvss and do it. If we could
depend on the men who offered to do it to go forward and accomplish

it our success would be assursed, but having it thrown back upon us
imperils everything. We can hope for no relesase from yr. Field from
tha lstter of our conditiens, He will zive no mors time and we shall
ask nonas, because during July and August we could accomplish little
and time would not avail us,

"Mr. Kent will put $181,000. into his building. He has signsd
the contracts (yesterday) to that effects The women are doing
well and will raise befors July 10th, £100,000. and perhaps $150,000,

"irs., & . G. Kelly gives us §50,000. for a Woman's dormitory
and has paid the monsy over, she to receive 5 per cent during her life,
Three men propose to give us $50,000. eaeh on the saws terms, They
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choose the dormitory now going up. The Theol Board and pr. Hulbert
cheerfully consent, This will rslease the monsy put into that
building for another dommitory, we have counted on the cheerful
acquiescence of Mr. Rockefeller, because it gives us $150,000. in

cash and because some mistakes have been made in this first dormitory
which we can avoid in a second, Wwe will build a new divimity dormitery
which will be in several respects a decided improvsment, yeantime

of course the divinity students occupy this one till next year and thea
move into the new one, The plan of security about which we wrote and
wired while you were in Philadelphia is entirely abandoned,

"Our work then now stands as follows:

A, 5. Kent ew==== -J--‘-—-------—-----------$181,000.
By Ba CObY: et - 150,000,
GBO. C- Wﬂlka!‘ - S0 o . 100 .000-

Marshall Field ==ese-=sesesesccacmssae=asesa==100,000,

The Women =-= e e e 2 v e =====100,000,
Blue Island Land & Bldg. (O ==s==—=<s—maamam= 25,000,“141rw'cL‘£”*?“’

Miscellansous subscriptioens 19,000,

"You see then what we have to do in the next fow weeks, The
movsment among the yews hangs fiye, I fear we can hopa for nothing
from it, It looks as tho' Lr. _erkes failures might beat us, We
shall come within £150,000. of success and then I mightily fear stap.
The Physical jaboratory 1 think we shall carry thro*, but as everything,
save lir, yent's subscription and the pledges of the womean and the zift
of the College Building hers, is conditional, we shall be left in
very bad shape. We shall lose half a million dollars that we have
worked hard to get,

"We do not howevsr entirely despair, tho' Yerkes back out is
a very hard blow to the poctor. Give us the best advice you havs
and come out and give a coupls or thres weeks help if you can, Even
if you do not do much hard work, a daily conference will be iavaluable,
Can you not come ? The emergency, the crisis I have feared has come,
The strain is coming to be too great,

"I read and re=readtothe family, with great delight your noble
report, 1t was great = the best thing you have yet dons,

"I have written so much bhat 1 have no time to unfold the
penry case. I will leays that till we meet, pe finally sold his
option T believe and made a little money. pe wanted to keep an intere
est in it and maks a great deale I advised him at the outset to go to
new York and lay the whole case before you, but he delayed and took to






#3: June 12,1892,

telegraphing kir. R. without may knowledge, though he afterward spoke
as though he had used .y name which I had never authorized, You know
I have no disposition to interfere in Mr.R's business”.






#2: June 12,1892,

choose the dormitory now going up. The Theol Board and pr. Hulbert
cheerfully consent, This will rslease the monsy put into that
building for another dormitory, we have counted on the cheerful
acquiescence of lr. Rockefeller, because it gives us $150,000. in

cash and because some mistakes have been made in this first dormitory
which we can avoid in a second, We will build a new divinity dormitery
which will be in several respects a decided improvsment, (eantime

of course the divinity students occupy this one till next year and thea
move into ths new one, The plan of security about which we wrote and
wired while you were in philadelphia is entirely abandoned,

"Our work then now stands as follows:
A, S. Kent ew==a- _,_‘.._.___-__-_---_-------$131,000_

S. B._ Cobb ----'""""'"'"'"""""'"""-""-"""-----15D.00”.

Geo. C. Walker “_-------'--------“‘---""----100.000‘

Marshall Field i camaasnmaneesns=]100,000,

The Women o e e =ammew==100,000,
Blue Tsland Land & Bldge (o ===m=-sse—mscmcaa 25,000ahi41y“‘cL‘ﬂ*fV" ]

Miscellanzous subscriptions = wmw=== 19 000
675,000, |

"You see then what we have to do in the next few weeks, The }
movement among the yews hangs fiye, I fear we can hops for nothing
from it, It looks as tho' Lr. _erkes failures might beat us, We
shall coms within £150,000. of success and then I mightily fear stap.
The Physical jaboratory 71 think we shall carry thro*, but as everything,
save lMir. pent's subscription und the pledges of the women and the gift
of the College Building hers, is conditional, we shall be left in
very bad shape. We shall lose half a million dollars that we have
worked hard to get,

"We do not however entirely despair, tho' Yerkes back out is
a very hard blow to the poctor. Give us the best advice you have
and come out and give a coupls or three weeks help if you can., Even
if you do not do much hard work, a daily conference will be iavaluable,
Can you not come ?* The emergency, the crisis I have fearsd has come,
The strain is coming to be too great,

"I read and re=readtothe family, with great delight your noble
report, It was great = the best thing you have yet done,

"I have writtea so much hat 1 have no time to unfold the
penry case, I will leaws that till we meet, pe finally sold his
option T believe and made a little money, pe wanted to keep an inter-
est in it and maks a great deals I advised him at the outset to go to
new York and lay the whole case before you, but he delayed and took to












lir, Gates to lir.R ogers or lrs. Tuttle. June 13th,1892.

"Will you kindly wire Lr. Rockefeller as follows for me:

"Harper wires that Ryerson a membsr of Chicago Board
now in Europe has cabldd a subscription of one huhdred and fifty
dollars. This makes about seven hundred and fifty housand

of the million™.
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M« A. Ryerson to Dr. Harper, June 15, 1892, from Paris.

"Your letter of May l2th has been in my hands some time
and I have been watching with great interest the effort being
made by the trustees to raise one million dollare for buildings
and equipment for the University. The vast importance of the
movement decided me to make a proposition which, I hope, will
make the task much more easy. I cakled to you Monday 15th
that I Iogld econtribute one hundred and fifty thousand dollars
towards the million, provided the full million is raised
within the time given. 1 reserved the right to designate the
use to which the money contributed by me should be put. It
is my intcntzdn, in case the gift takes effect, to erect a
building to be known as the 'Martin Ryerson lall' in memory
of my father, but I have not yet decided on the nature of

the building; I feel at present inoclined to make it a dormitory,

and to further stipulate that the income derived therefrom
shall be used to maintain a certain professorship in the
University, which shall also bear my father's name. All of
this however is matter for further consideration; what
interests the trustées most now, is the amount of the
contribution, and that information I eabled to you, in order
that it might arrive in good season to aid your efforts. I
regret not being in Chicago to add my personal exertione in
the raising of the balance of the millien, but I know that the
trustees will leave nothing undone whiech may eontribute to
succcas."
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kr. Gates to Mr. Rogers or lirs. Tuttle: June 15th,1892,

hundred

days in

If I am

"Will you kindly wire kir. R. the following:

"More gifts to Chicago make the total this morning eight

and seventy five thousand dollars. They huve twenty=five
which to raise the balance".

"I wire through you because I suppose you D. H. your messages.

wrong plsase advise me".






lirs Harper teo lr. Gates: June 22,1892,

We have just passed the million mark, though much remains
to be cleaned up. Ur. Field will accept the gift of krs, Kelly on
which we pay interest till she diee, and the Morgan Park property of
kMr., Walker in addition to those already known to you. Hutchinsen,
A. A, Sprage and a friend will give §150,000. for the dormitory. They
ask for the dormitory now almest built., It is Sprauge that makes
this request mot Hutchinson. In this case we shall use kr. Rockefele
ler'e monsy for another dormitory opposite the one now going up.
With the experience we lave had we shall be able to do a far better
thing. In addition to this the physical laboratory seems a certainty,
$40,000, have already bsen promised and much to be heard from, The
gymnasium ic not so clear. Two or three efforts have failed but we
think we have a combinatiem on hand now which will earry it through,
Singer, of Washington, has practically promised #50,000. Counting the
hysical laboratory as making up the million we have then, as probably
150,000. for dormitory. $50,000. of Simger, and #200,000, for gymna=
sium. We shall try to make it §1,500,000. Will mot this be a source
of inspiration to lir. Rockefeller ?

"Your good letter was received and helped us very muwh indeed.

"PSte= I forgot to send you word that we have a William Rainey
Harper, Jr. two weeks and a half old. A stpong boy but within three
days he has not been well and we are quite a good deal alarmed about
him Krs. Harper is very well,

"We are in the midst of the pemocratic Convention. I cannot
be with you at the Board meeting as you understand. We are going
to have some difficulty im getting the buildimgs finished by October
first".



T e L




Dr. Goodspeed to lir. Gates: June 80,1892,
"It looks today as thought we were beat. Ve have got $860,000,
in good shape, but there we hang, We can of course get something

a little more, but we have absolutely nothing in sight, There are

some thimgs possible, We mey get them if the unexcepted happens,
Dr, Harper must leave here on the evening of July 5th, We have there=-
fore five days left before he deaves and we must practically win or
lo e within that time, Almost incredible results have been gained,
but we are likely to fail within sight of the goal,

"The Board met Tuesday and meets again today to see what can
be done and again n&xt Tuesday. I hope some now unforessen help
may come but I fear if we get through at all it will be by involving
the trustees again and so leave us in an unhappy and humiliated
position,

"However we shall do the best we can. You ought . te have come
out: and helped us through these last two weeks, It is of course
toc late now. Nothing Wwut the direct interposition ef providence can
now save us,

"We are at our wits end. I only write this that yo u may know
how the caze stands and may not be surprised when you hear that we

have failed to pull through".






	Rockefeller-0002-006-001
	Rockefeller-0002-006-002
	Rockefeller-0002-006-003
	Rockefeller-0002-006-004
	Rockefeller-0002-006-005
	Rockefeller-0002-006-006
	Rockefeller-0002-006-007
	Rockefeller-0002-006-008
	Rockefeller-0002-006-009
	Rockefeller-0002-006-010
	Rockefeller-0002-006-011
	Rockefeller-0002-006-012
	Rockefeller-0002-006-013
	Rockefeller-0002-006-014
	Rockefeller-0002-006-015
	Rockefeller-0002-006-016
	Rockefeller-0002-006-017
	Rockefeller-0002-006-018
	Rockefeller-0002-006-019
	Rockefeller-0002-006-020
	Rockefeller-0002-006-021
	Rockefeller-0002-006-022
	Rockefeller-0002-006-023
	Rockefeller-0002-006-024
	Rockefeller-0002-006-025
	Rockefeller-0002-006-026
	Rockefeller-0002-006-027
	Rockefeller-0002-006-028
	Rockefeller-0002-006-029
	Rockefeller-0002-006-030
	Rockefeller-0002-006-031
	Rockefeller-0002-006-032
	Rockefeller-0002-006-033
	Rockefeller-0002-006-034
	Rockefeller-0002-006-035
	Rockefeller-0002-006-036
	Rockefeller-0002-006-037
	Rockefeller-0002-006-038
	Rockefeller-0002-006-039
	Rockefeller-0002-006-040
	Rockefeller-0002-006-041
	Rockefeller-0002-006-042
	Rockefeller-0002-006-043
	Rockefeller-0002-006-044
	Rockefeller-0002-006-045
	Rockefeller-0002-006-046
	Rockefeller-0002-006-047
	Rockefeller-0002-006-048
	Rockefeller-0002-006-049
	Rockefeller-0002-006-050
	Rockefeller-0002-006-051
	Rockefeller-0002-006-052
	Rockefeller-0002-006-053
	Rockefeller-0002-006-054
	Rockefeller-0002-006-055
	Rockefeller-0002-006-056
	Rockefeller-0002-006-057
	Rockefeller-0002-006-058
	Rockefeller-0002-006-059
	Rockefeller-0002-006-060
	Rockefeller-0002-006-061
	Rockefeller-0002-006-062
	Rockefeller-0002-006-063
	Rockefeller-0002-006-064
	Rockefeller-0002-006-065
	Rockefeller-0002-006-066
	Rockefeller-0002-006-067
	Rockefeller-0002-006-068
	Rockefeller-0002-006-069
	Rockefeller-0002-006-070
	Rockefeller-0002-006-071
	Rockefeller-0002-006-072
	Rockefeller-0002-006-073
	Rockefeller-0002-006-074
	Rockefeller-0002-006-075
	Rockefeller-0002-006-076
	Rockefeller-0002-006-077
	Rockefeller-0002-006-078
	Rockefeller-0002-006-079
	Rockefeller-0002-006-080
	Rockefeller-0002-006-081
	Rockefeller-0002-006-082
	Rockefeller-0002-006-083
	Rockefeller-0002-006-084
	Rockefeller-0002-006-085
	Rockefeller-0002-006-086
	Rockefeller-0002-006-087
	Rockefeller-0002-006-088
	Rockefeller-0002-006-089
	Rockefeller-0002-006-090
	Rockefeller-0002-006-091
	Rockefeller-0002-006-092
	Rockefeller-0002-006-093
	Rockefeller-0002-006-094
	Rockefeller-0002-006-095
	Rockefeller-0002-006-096
	Rockefeller-0002-006-097
	Rockefeller-0002-006-098
	Rockefeller-0002-006-099
	Rockefeller-0002-006-100
	Rockefeller-0002-006-101
	Rockefeller-0002-006-102
	Rockefeller-0002-006-103
	Rockefeller-0002-006-104
	Rockefeller-0002-006-105
	Rockefeller-0002-006-106
	Rockefeller-0002-006-107
	Rockefeller-0002-006-108
	Rockefeller-0002-006-109
	Rockefeller-0002-006-110
	Rockefeller-0002-006-111
	Rockefeller-0002-006-112
	Rockefeller-0002-006-113
	Rockefeller-0002-006-114
	Rockefeller-0002-006-115
	Rockefeller-0002-006-116
	Rockefeller-0002-006-117
	Rockefeller-0002-006-118
	Rockefeller-0002-006-119

