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'!'he accor:lpnnyirir list of 1 niver:-,ity orr,an-\.z!ltions to which ·yornen students N.:,.y 
b!'3long has bean preva1·ed by the Comm:dtee on Social rfoeds af' the ' 10:nc.n's ,dr.inistrn.tive 
C?uncil. It includes the name and address or an official representativa, the nur-oose, 
qualifications for rH3Mbership, a:1d •.,;hen practicable the tiue and ple.ce of cieetings. 
T e Calendar, 'l.'he "nroon, and v::i.rious bulle-+;in boards m.iy be commlted for special 
notices. 
tC--t,.f~ (L~ ~,/ /4-~ a;,c.,e ~ ~de/. 

,ioman' s ,\dr:linir.rt:rc.tive Couhcil, r·arion Hicks, Beecher Hnll. 
Composed of delesnteo from dj fferent or~,ini:mtions for the 1;urpose cf promoting 
the social interests of the wo.r.en of the Univercity. · 

··o,thly. ~: ~c, p"r rt . t';' __ ,,v- .JZ, ~ f-/~ k~ lcfo }V;..7""7 Htl.d a.:t~t1a£vr-1 (!~. /J'J,W, & S'. ~"f~ed. ~ ~/~c.LC< ~,<,~.?«'I « J 
Young Wor:1011 1 L> Ghric~:L:.n L''n.L,uo, t ,cry :.ois F:rovm, 5~85 Py<ie ?, :-k Boulrward. 

':'o foster friendship rn"o:1g all the ·.vor·en of the Ur1iversity, and to r.ieet 
their spirituul needs. Fur:.h'~r ir.forr.ation in"C" books. 

The l'emorah Society, B9n ?'3rk. /i .2 ~('/ II afY 
O;>en to A.ll ren 1rn1. worien s~.udents rho are irrterestod in the Hebrew lunr•ua.r;e, 
cus~or s, .·Y!d i,tP.~ls. 

The nrownson Club, ,..,herosa Quigley, 6027 Kenwoo d Ava., 
"'o br:i.ns,i: Gn.tholic otudonts into closer fellowship •vith one nnother. 

The Christian Sci~nce ,ociety, Ar~ent ~ittlcoey, 
To orllit;h4;en the !Jnivnr sity cou .. ur~ity !'-,edit•L ll"' r, 11:·.rd2-ng Christian Science and 
to promote friendship ar:ong those interested. 1/' 

,..he first :u1d -~tird '":1esr1 ,y of e~ch rorth. 7 :45 J/~ ~ llaLI 

Student Voluntr,er Bru1d 1 Bruce 1 • .,...iouglas, J'<J3 t Yer:.sood Avo. 
'!'ha enlist.,~nt 1.:.nd correlation of coller,e :>.en t,nrl •i:owen for the work of 
forei:;n r::issior.s. 

: oncltys. 7:00 P.: .• ~ ;;...,,, Ila.£/' 

;foc1an1 s .;,thletic \snociation, Fattlino Callen, .if 3o C~~ 
To pror.otc U.e -.h:fsicnl c.ctivit.y of the 1·r1iverdty "or-t:n. . crlcn,l ip open 
to any llr;ivorsit~{ "lor,an ·Nho has mnde the necess.iry ~oints as nxplnined in 
booklet. 

'.-lorthly •·eetinss, 7ridays. 10:10. 

,;,he ~:eighccrhcnrl Clubs, T,'lorence T:.vary 1 C ?J ..J--, I~~ 
.,.,o brinr, tc"';e+h~r inn. i:~,irit o•· ~ooo -r~11o·nfri~, ;•11 .rror,on of "t.re D"ni.vorsity, 
but 0u~ccir.lly -tho oc 11 ving o H-c_..r:.pus. Cpori to ,,11 :Jr:." vorai ty ·::o:-,cn. 

wrer1ch Club, 1:lizt.l;eth ·cPike, ';450 :o ,cla.wn Ave.• 
C· on to ull students who hr~ve attained s01'le proficiency in spen.king e.nd 
!"' 0,lciine ,..rench • 

hurcci:'lys at 4:00. 

German Club, : r. Ec:.lduf, 5610 1 nclecide .. wo., 
(pen to stude:n-1:.s --vho have nttain!'1d notlO nro ficiency in speaking or rending 





.1~'-1- '? C rJ AA - -~ --~"L::-- /) --Philo so phi cnl Club, t:::r'. Grov':lr ';L rk, ~-~--- ~---- 1 ~,."{'.' 
. eetinf,o ,nery other we'3k. :orncsday 7:45 

Phyoics Club, /rJr:rvey n . Lenon, 5453 "oo <11:nm Av~., 
For reoearch in Physics. 

•~hurr.;rkyn. 4: :m 

Cruduate l i ntory S~ut, 
pan to ull r;r,~duate, ~rb,,.s of },istory departnent. 

7erinenrlaye every o-:.her waBk. 7: 30. 

Syctema.tic '.'hcolocy '~lub , ('r,rald t:i!"n~y S!"li-l:.h, 5551 Kor,·:1ood A·rn . 
"" irs+. ·ind third "l_"uesrhy s. 'l : 00 

Botanicr_l Club, ,·,rof (n:r;or J. '. '"'.0ultrir, 
Open to ~11 ctudentc or qo~o~y. \ social hour !ollowed by u lecture en 
tix::iel.,, subj J':!to o!. Botony . 

1 o rd~y-~1 . 4 : 30 

l<ent Chemical ::;ocir;;-ty, ;'ary .• tel t.o" , (;5j6 v.ive:-,frty t\v0 ., 
,..o widen cr et• icnl int.-n·est 'Hld brin"' toie->:.hor socially all studcntc of 
Ch2;•: istr:/. 

Tueodays. 7: 30 

t.. edical :or.ien's Club, ~rma 3 . Grey, r.r-,.,n Hall. 
( 'en ~o tll 1 ii··i·rni-sity :o:.cm irrtcrcst8d in th'.3 study of r·edicine. 

C.?. , ~ a Jur,ior '.~at her::utical iJ lub , ~ L:rno, J'i7.:J) ,v,-e 

.,..o proMote interod rnd r1Jse:ircr in rmthe:'.!l"tics. 
·:e:in :,ct.ays. :30 

Und !".,.radua· .. n G:..t'Z!'i~3l 1;1ub, ' .. 11a ·.,,uebl•j,.', 60:) ·t H .:::-per .\ve. 
, ... \ -rrovicle 0oci~l li!'o for ntudants of th J clc.o :-ics. 

University Crchcd, ra, •• :-, . Cr"tgun, ··'acul ty - .xct·rne;e. 
'l"c ::irov:. dn orchoi:trnl t'"l,1sic for the LTnive:rsity ·tnr1 to encoura~e :-1usi i nns. 

'?hundn.ys. '1:15-';J:lS. Lexincton Fall . 

fiacDowell Club , ."' ,met Gn.do, / ~ .2. 3 £. J? .,.'--et.-. 
To pror-,o-:.e ~.he study of' r:isic .1 nrobl9ns nd to r;ather rmsical oaopla 
t o,;e""hor for soi;iul pt!r·,ns1rn. 

"l'ive "erinesd:1.yc, in a (uartl'lr. 7:30. 

Harpsicho.d, 
To l'o .. t or u;ood r,usic ar.:.on1; •rnivc!•::;it; 10 •.• en. c! en to all ··:ho shov ab ility i.o 
sin~ or nl--i.y a rusical ir,etru...-.ent . 

Ukalele CluL, Y ~teri~~ Lle ~llyn, 5~80 ~voret t \vo., 
"o 1 r::ff::1 1:a· aii::.n Vi Usie r:.nd provide t~ood f ellowsr ip. 

Dramatic Club, :.>orothy Fay, 4359 '1 rand :~oulova.i-d . 
Cpen to thos'3 · ho pnos b;o -1:ry-outs. Re:;:.11:n· nerr.bors r'.'u st have taken part in 

? cr.thly cie,3tings. ..,,uarterly presentai:ions nd try-outs., 
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ttbe 'Ulnt\lerattl? of <tbtcago 
eimce ot tbe 1Recortier 

January 8, 1922. 

Dean Talbot. 

"y dear }Ti ss Talbot: 

The accompanying application rnd 

proposed constitution of a group of students 

to be known probably as the II New Jewish Cl ub11 

was, at the meeting of the Board of Student 

Organizations, Publications and Exhibitions 

held Saturday, January 6, referred to the Dean 

of Women with power, it being understood th8t 

she will investigate the relations of the pro

posed group to organizations previously recog

nized, namely the Fenorah and Zionist Society. 





What Is the Menorah? 

rVJiat is the Menorah? 

A movement to study and advance 
Jewish culture and ideals, and to pre
pare university men and women for 
intelligent service to the community. 

l/V hy the name "lvl enorah"? 
The word "Menorah" is Hebrew for 
the traditional seven-branched can
delabrum; symboli~ally it stands for 
Jewish enlightenment and idealism. 

TFhere and when was the movement 
started? 

At Harvard University in October, 
1906, when the Harvard Menorah 
Society was formed. The Menorah 
idea took hold of the students at 
other universities, and similar So
cieties arose throughout the country. 

When was the Intercollegiate Menorah 
Association farmed? 

In January, 1913, at a convention of 
thirteen Menorah Societies at the 
U ninrsity of Chicag-o. 



How many Student Menorah Societies 
are there now? 

73 ( including three in Canada). 

How do the Menorah Societies carry on 
their workf 

(a) By meetings open to members 
and others interested, at which 
lectures are given by scholars or 
laymen, Jewish and non-Jewish, 
on current Jewish questions as 
well as on subjects in Jewish 
history, literature, religion, etc., . 
followed usually by general dis
cussion. 

(b) By forums devoted to all-sided 
discussion of current questions, 
the Menorah platform being 
open to the expression of every 
point of view. 

( c) By specified reading of books 
and articles, and papers and re
ports presented and discussed 
by students at meetings of the 
Society as a whole or in sec
tions. 

( d) By Menorah study circles in 
addition to the regular courses 
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of study. 

( e) By Menorah prize competitions 
open to all students ( e. g. 
prizes ·of $100 offered at Har
vard by Jacob H. Schiff, at 
Michigan and Wisconsin by 
Julius Rosenwald, at College of 
the City of New York by Ber
nard M. Baruch). 

( f) By presenting plays of Jewish 
life, concerts of Jewish music, 
etc. 

Are the Menorah Societies religious or
ganizations'! 

Menorah Societies appeal to men 
and women of various kinds of re
ligious belief and bring them to
gether upon the purely intellectual 
basis of study and impartial discus
sion. No religious qualification what
ever is made. 

Are the Menorah Societies reform or 
orthodox'! 

Menorah Socieites are not sectarian. 
They include adherents of both Re
form and Orthodoxy, and of other 
religious groups, membership being 

!I 



open to Jews and non-Jews, regard
less of individual religious opinions 
and affiliations. 

Are the Menorah Societies Z ionistic? 

Zionism is naturally one of the vital 
subjects of Menorah investigation 
and discussion. Menorah Societies 
approach this and all other current 
questions in Jewish and general life 
from the standpoint of impartial 
study, encouraging each member to 
determine his or her own individual 
attitude. 

Are the Menorah Societies social organ
izations! 

Not in the ordinary sense of the 
term. Menorah Societies frequently 
arrange dinners, smokers, concerts 
and freshmen receptions, as part of 
their activities. Membership in a 
Menorah Society, however, is open 
to all the students of its college or 
university. 

Is a Menorah Society a "fraternity"! 

No. There is no "social" criterion 
in the membership of a Menorah So
ciety. Menorah Societies include 

.f, 

1 
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both "frat men" and "non-frat men," 
and serve excellently to bring all to
gether on the basis of a common in
tellectual and moral pursuit. Thus 
the Menorah tends to bridge what
ever rift there may be between dif
ferent social groups and makes for 
mutual understanding and the right 
college spirit. 

f-V hat is the relationship of Menorah to 
Co1nmunal Service? 

For those who are interested, Me
norah provides the opportunity and 
facilities for study and research, to 
prepare members for immediate or 
eventual participation in any desired 
form of communal service. 

How does the Intercollegiate Menorah 
Association help the various Menorah 
Societies!' 

(a) By providing for an exchange 
of information and ideas be
tween all the Menorah Societies 
and giving suggestions and ad
vice to the Societies. A Menorah 
Field Director has been specially 
appointed for this task. 

' 



(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

By providing lectures for Me
norah Societies. 
By providing plans and syllabi 
of courses of study. 
By providing Menorah L~
braries, Jewish books and peri
odicals. 
By offering Menorah prizes at 
the various universities, and 
general prizes like the Irving 
Lehman Trophy for the best 
Society of the year, and the 
annual medal for the best prize 
essay of the year. 
Bv helping to establish regular 
co.urses of study in the curric
ulum and chairs of Jewish his
tory, literature, etc. 
By publishing the monthly Me
norah Bulletin for Menorah 
news, reports, correspondence, 
discussions, suggestions for 
reading and study, etc. 

By publishing THE MENORAU 
JouRNAL, a bi-monthly Review 
of Jewish life and thought, 
which has proved of the highest 
interest not only to Menorah 
members, but to all cultivated 
men and women who wish to 

6 

approach Jewish history and 
ideals and modern Jewish ques
tions from an intellectual and 
non-partisan point of view. 
("The only intellectual organ 
which English-speaking Jewry 
possesses." - Israel Zangwill.) 

Do the University authorities welcome 
the co-operation of the Intercollegiate 
Menorah Association? 

Yes, with a great deal of apprecia
tion. The authorities feel that the 
Menorah Societies are desirable not 
only because they stand for study 
and devotion to ideals, but because 
the Intercollegiate Menorah Associa
tion is contributing to their institu
tions substantial assets and re
sources-lectures, books, prizes, etc. 

What has been the influence of the Me
norah movement? 

It has promoted the sense of "no
blesse oblige" among Jewish uni
versity men and women through 
more intelligent appreciation of 
their heritage and ideals, and it 
has brought about a deeper under-

7 



standing and respect for them on 
the part of the non-Jews. 

It has facilitated mutual understand
ing and co-operation between vari
ous groups of Jewish students by 
providing them with a common or
ganization and a common ideal. 

It has furnished absolutely non-par
tisan forums for the br_oader com

prehension of Jewish issues and 
problems, especially in their rela
tions to the general questions of 
the day. 

It has introduced a much greater 
interest in Jewish studies and the 
Jewish humanities at our colleges 
and universities, resulting in the 
establishment of regular courses 
and instructorships at an increas
ing number of institutions. 

It has stimulated students and gradu
ates not only to study Jewish prob- · 
lems but to bring their education 
to bear in behalf of enlightened 
Jewish life and service. 

For further inquiries address 
Intercollegiate Menorah Association 

600 Madison Avenue 
New York City 



Chancellor 
HENRY HURWITZ 

Pre.sidBft< 
ISADOR LUBIN 

Secretary~Treasurer 
BERNARD J . RE I S 

INTERCOLLEGIATE MENORAH ASSOCIATION 

Vice~Presidents 

HARRY STARR 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

NORMAN M. VINEBERG 
MCGIL L U NIVERSITY 

LEO FOX 
UN I VERSITY OF TEXAS 

Director of Summer School 
LOUIS A . MISCH KIND FOR THE STUDY AND ADVANCEMENT O.F 

JEWISH CULTURE AND IDEALS 

MARCUS RABINOWITZ 
UNIVERSITY OF MINN!iSOTA 

8AM L. F.ENOEL 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON Corresponding Secretary 

JULIETTA KAHN 

167 WEST 13th STREET 
NEW YORK 

Jan. 16., 1923 

Miss Marion Talbot., Dean of Women, 
University or Chicago., 
Chicago., Illinois. 

My dear Dean Talbot: 

BARNET COHEN 
COLLEGi:: OF C ITY OF NEW YORK 

We beg to advise that we have found it de
sirable to ad'journ the Menorah Society at your u
niversity until a representative fro~ our Association should be able to visit Chicago and reorganize the Society along the purely studious., non-partisa..~., representative lines required. 

I hope -befor e long to be -myself in Chicago and would appreciate the opportunity of seeing you and going into the situation in some detail. 

The enclosed leaflet entitled " r1hat Is the Menorah,~ may serve meanwhile to indicate the required spirit and purposes of Menorah Societies. 

cellor 
HH:JK 
Eno. leaflet. 





PRESIDENT 

MRS. IGNACE J. REIS 

4463 BERKELEY AVENUE 

VICE·PRESI DENTS 

MRS. HENRY GERSTLEY 

MRS. HARRY L. POLLOCK 

TREASURER 

MRS. HENRY NEUFIELD 

4401 WEST END AVENUE 

My dear Miss Talbott: 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 

MRS. HANNAH G. SOLOMON 

C!Inuuril nf lftwis~ lllllnmm 
CHICAGO SECTION 

January 1J 1923 

RECORDING SECRETARY 

MRS. MAX SWITTON 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

MRS. SOL FECHHEIMER 

4535 WOODLAWN AVENUE 

AUDITOR 

MRS. HARRY MYERSON 

HISTORIAN 

MRS. BENJAMIN I , GREENEBAUM 

Upon speaking to Mr. Reingold,the president of the 
Haskalah Club, I find it has held but one meeting since the one 
I attended in December. This other meeting was held for the pur
pose of choosing the present name. No additional meetings are 
regularly scheduled though the Club hopes to meet alternate 
Wednesday evenings. It has evidently absorbed the Zionist Club, 
a circumstance which I have asked Mr. Reingold to report to 
you .. 

Last evening the Club held its first social affair, 
at the Cosmopolitan Club. I spent much of the evening there 
and am happy to report that the group preRent was a very or
derly one, rather too serious to know just how to have a very 
good timo• I sPoke with many of the young men and women8 The 
former are from the under~raduate and graduate departments 
and represent a high grade of intelligence even if not of 
social electness. The young wonen ;:i,re und.ergradua tes. There 
were almost no fraternity ~en among them. 

It j_s quite evident, therefore, that the Club is 
organized, as its president expressed, to gather the non
affiliateo. Jewish young men an.cl.. woBen on campus. 'tVhile one 
never 1mows how· long such a group will hold together, the 
purpose of its being is worthy; its plans do seem vague but 
they contemplate the stereotyped meetings,literary ana_ so
cial. 

I am not overly inpressed by the personality of 
the leader inasmuch.as I do not kn.ow hoi7 capable he is of 
holdin~ a group together. But since no real objection of 
an:v li:ind is in evidence either to him or to the group as a whole, 
I should like to reconmend that the Club be given University 
recognition. So far as time 17arrants I will follow its fortune 
and be glad to keep you in touch with it. 

Very sincerely yours 

6512 Kenwood Avenue 





February 5, 1923. 

Mr. A.G. Reingold, 
1362 E. 54th 5t., 
Chica~o. Illinois. 

~!. y dear Mr. Rei.ngold: 

As I think you know, the application or the "Ne• 
Jewish Club 0 or "Hnskalah" to be recognized as a student 
organization wa.s referred to me with powgr by the Board 
of Stud$nt Organizations. I submitted a copy of the 
revised constitution to Mrs. 'll"lint, 11s it seemed to me 
that Article II did no.; truly represent what you intended 
to say, inasmuch ae I think you expect to have the organ
ization to outlive the residence ot the founders of the 
University. ·ve su~r;est that you substitute the follo"ing 
phrase: 

Article II 

"The purpose of this organization shall 
be to bring together those students 11,ho 
feel spiritual ki.nship in order to foster 
their mutual acquaintance and otherwise 
to promote their social Rnd intellectual 
expression. " 

'V9 would also suggest that in Article V you add: 
"preamble andn before "constitution". 

The constitution with these changes is now on file in 
the Recorder's office. If you do no t accept them, as of 
course you are under no obligation to do, please consult 
me. 

Yours truly, 





OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

ttbe 'tllntverstt~ of ctbtcago 
ttbe ctolleges of Rtts, '.lLlterature; an~ Science 

Ff'hrnar-v 27, 1924 

:De'""n Furion Tulbot, 
Faculty Excn~nge. 

Dear Dean T~lbot: 

I c.1.m glad tc enclose ho?rewith copies of the 

':luestionnaire of the ''Better Yet'' conriittee on women's 

clubs, which is evidently the one referred to in your 

letter of February 27. 

The collection of ~uestionnaires h~s 5ust oeen 

col'llpleted, anri the coMmittee is now iust starting work 

on the information thus obtaine0. 

I a.M enclosing her 0 "1ith a copy of a lettE'r 

which I am SE'nr'ling to 11 iss B.ickert. 

~prv truly yours, 

nean of the Colleges 

EH'"-ek 





Febru· ry 27. 1924 

iss ,rlith R,ickert, 
acnJ t. Exch. nr- • 

l ~ ue ionn ir thlch our" ett r Yet" 

comr·ttce is c nsi~erine is or course o e of particu-

1 r inter~ t to sun ~lbot. I d1' not sk hr to 

serve on your committee. inc e I had ... !lk d her to 

se1•ve o. two other committ6 s un desired so f r a.s 

lJOs ... ible to c.1.Voi duplic~tion of service. l 1o·ld 

su Nest, however, thut you k ep her in£or ed of the 

progress of the ~ork an ask her a vie e when . ou mo. 

think it desirable to do so . 

Very trul yours , 

ec.n of t.he Colle s 





THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

"BETTER YET" 

Committee 18. On a Club or Clubs for Non-Club Women 

Questionnaire 

Of undergraduate men in the University there are approximately thirty 
per cent in fraternitiesi of,undergraduate women, approximately ten per cent 
in clubs. This situation involves many problems, ~hich you can help to 
solve by answering the following questions. 

1. Do you think the preseat type of club is in general satisfactory: ___ _ 

2. If not, in what respect or respects do you think the clubs unsatisfactory? 

3. Do you think the present clubs should be abolished? _____ _ 

4. Do you think more clubs of the present type should be formed? ___ _ 

5. Do you think one social club open to all non-club women should be 
organized? ___ _ 

6. Do you think one social club open to all undergraduate women should 
be organized? ___ _ 

7. Should you like to talk with members of the committee on this subject? 

Name (This may he omitted, if you so prefer): _______________ _ 

Sex (This need not be stated if you give your name): ------
Class: ________ _ 

If you are in C. and A. or in Education, please indicate which. _____ _ 

(The other side may be used for suggestions.) 

Miss Burgess 
Antoinette Forrester 
Helen Huber 
Mrs. Mallory 

Miss Rickert. 
Chairman 

Martha Smart 
Ruth Stagg 
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per cent in fraternitiesi of,undergraduate women, approximate1, ten per cent 
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'1:be 'Ulniversit1? of <tbicago 
FOUNDE.D BY JOHN D . ROCKEFELLER 

®ffice of tbe IDean of 'Ulllomen 

i>~!lrch 30, 1010. 

~~r-j t. j t ... l no Lie ' to 1 - ~-.c ' c.Jl Ly J 1 

I 
no:"'"' :. • ' '"t 

-4 ~ L,. '-" ~q:;at ·1.,r :"~ r !..'-le purpc;, y-·u n n" ,,. -t ,., ob,:e-:ti ns 

t!ie v 11' of the •lu ,s nd to h st·1C: n1 bod; ~s 

h V l lad ::ir, or er c . · ct ··,cs dif"j c I i", n: 0 1 • •ct.-i. r. .• 

clu,s or !heir r r·ese1,.nt.:•.·r.n c r s du le .. ,a i.ic1s· ',ht: 

Jt :1 s no . l c ·n the ,;olic-y f th Jni v rsi' · to 

.1ope th . ::e si :.aati c.:-1 1i h ndle 

r c orily by im.epcndent. club < ct.icn. 

cl i) $ 1 : :., 





~be 1llni"eroit}? of (tbicago 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D. ROC K EFELLER 

©ffice of tbe ]Dtestoent 

November 28, 1910. 

Dear Miss Talbot: 

I have read your corre&pondence with Miss 

Coulter with a great deal of interest . I thi nk we are fortunate 

in having a woman of such s terling char acter a1:, Miss Coulter 

interes ted in the real problems of the case . I note .with es-

pecial interest her comment on the action of one of the members 

of the conference last spring. I note also the future require• 

ment of four quarters of residence and six months of credit. It 

seems to me that this is a rather vital confession of weakness 

on the part of the clubs. Wh:, not require at lea.st a normal 

number of honor points to aswre the presence of a student in 

college after the four quarters? Are the clubs not interested 

in securing members who will remain throughout the usual college 

I have heard several complaints this fall, especially 

against one organization and specifically against two members of 

that organization, who have violated not only the letter but the 





U:be '"llln("ersit~ of <tbicago 
FOUNDED BY JOHN 0. ROCKEFELLER 

@fflce of tbe ll)tesi~ent 

- 2 _ .. 

&pirit of the rus.hing agreement. If the clubs will live up 

to the regulations proposed, the::r will make a great advance. 

Yours 

Secretary to the President. 

Enclosures. 

Miss Marion Talbot, 

The University of Chicago. 
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REPORT OF THE COl\JfMITTEE ON SORORITIES 

Better Yet Committee #16 

The question which came to the Committee was: Shtll 

the existing women's clubs be transformed into chapters of 

national sororities? It was reco5-nized at once that this 

question involved a much larger one, but since it was the more 

limited one which was propounded, the Committee first approached 

the clubs themselves. The vote was not unanimous; the three 

oldest clubs voted against the chWlge, the nine others, in favor. 

The time given for discussion - only two weeks - did not allow 

for consultation of tlurnnae members; so the vote was in no sense 

conclusive. Meanwhile members of the Committee who are members 

of both sororities and clubs gave it as their opinion that the 

clubs are very ignorant of sororities, their relationships arrl 

requirements. So letters were sent to two officers of the Nation

al Penhellenic Council, nb.JJlely the Ghairma.n of the Standing Com

mittee on Eligibility and NationaJ.ization of 3-ocial Groups, and 

the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Conferring with College 

Authorities, asking information on fundamental points. The in

tention of the Committee was to make a digest of this material 

and send it to the several clubs for their enlightenment. Aid 

was also sought from Mr. Kingsbury, from Miss Abbott, member of 

u national sorority and intimately acquainted with conditions in 

the University of Chicago, from Chairman of Committee #18, On a 

Club or Clubs for non-Club Women, anc from v'"'rious Deans of 

Women attending the Conference of the Aseociation of Deans of 

Women meeting here in February. 
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The varying replies from the clubs made it apparent 

that the much larger question in vi:hich the original question 

given to the 6ommittee was embedded must be considered, namely: 

Shall there be sorori t.ies at the University of Chicago? And 

the replies from the national officers outlined a mode of pro

cedure. 

In the opinion of the Committee the following procedure 

would be that required by the great importance and far-reaching 

relationships of the question: 

More information should be obtained 
from sororities themselves. 

More information should be obtained 
from colleges and universities which 
have sororities, with special attention 
to the problem of the housing of sorority 
groups. 

More information should be obtained 
from colleges and universities from which 
sororities are excluded. 

For this procedure person0cl interviews would be necessary, a 

long space of time, and a paid investigator. The material 

procured, summarized and codified, should be laid before 
ncl h"'i r o;l umn 'l1Pfll e -,, , 

the clubs,/before the women of the student body as a whole, 

and before the Faculty, and place and time provided for thorough

going discussion. 

The time, labor, rmd expense involved in any such 

program are great. Meanwhile Mr. Kingsbury's investigation 

into Fraternities and the labors of the Commission on the Future 

of the Colleges are producing material which has a vital bear

ing on the sorority question. The reports on these two subjects 

are not yet available to this Committee or to the public. There

fore the Committee report it as their conclusion that discussion 
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of the question whether there shall be aorori ties at the 

University of Chicago must be postponed. 

~f.arion Graham 
~JJ.ary Mitchell 
Gertrude Slocum 
Cornelia Stofer 
Marie Ortmayer 
:;1ari on Talbot 
Edith Foster Flint, 8hairman 




